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from our Bishop
Tena koutou katoa. Greetings to you, my brothers and sisters in Christ.

This time last year, I was preparing to celebrate Christmas 
Masses in Auckland with restricted numbers. Little did 
I know that a year later, I would be celebrating my first 
Christmas in the South, with long summer evenings and no 
Covid restrictions. This is the story of faith. Just when we 
think we can see the road clearly ahead, God bursts into 
our lives in the most unexpected ways, showing us His way, 
shining His love and grace upon us in ways we could never 
have imagined. This is also the story of Christmas.

A few years ago I had the joy of going to Bethlehem. One of 
the highlights was visiting Shepherd’s Field. It is incredible 
to think these humble sheep herders became a part of the 
greatest story ever told. They were going about their normal 
business, tending their sheep, when God broke into their 
lives. Angels appear from heaven announcing news of great 
joy. God had come to the people of their time. He is lying in 
a manger nearby. They were among the first to know.

When God enters our lives in unexpected ways, we are 
called to let go and trust in his guidance. The shepherd’s 
lives too were changed. They went from fear and 
uncertainty to great courage and joy. As the Shepherds 
remind us, God’s good news excludes no one, even those 
whom the world might consider insignificant or not worthy 
of good news.

Pope Francis recently reflected on the shepherds in the 
Christmas scene, specifically asking why the angels visited 
them first? They were unlikely candidates; uneducated, 
simple-hearted people of the town. However, it is for this 
very reason that they were chosen. They were the “closest 
to the Lord.” The shepherds’ “simple faith” allowed the good 

news of Jesus to break through their hearts.

Nothing has changed. To believe in the story of Christmas 
requires childlike openness and faith. Like the shepherds, 
we too are called to “believe” what the angels, scripture, the 
Church, and our loved ones have passed on to us. It is true, 
this really is God!

However, the real miracle today is that, not only did God 
come to the Shepherds that day, over 2000 years ago. 
He comes again to you and me today - to people who 
have hearts like the shepherds, open to meeting God. 
Celebrating his 86th Christmas, Pope Francis reflects:

“This is the reason for our joy: we are loved, we are sought for, 
the Lord seeks us to find us, to love us more....We are always 
loved first by God, with a love so concrete that He took on 
flesh and came to live in our midst, in that Baby that we see in 
the crib. This love has a name and a face: Jesus is the name 
and the face of love - this is the foundation of our joy.”

Whatever life brings for you at this time, predictable or 
challenging, tidy or messy, however impossible it might be 
to believe, this Christmas, Jesus arrives at your door asking 
to enter into the manger of “your heart.” All he needs is your 
faith, to believe what you see, to answer His call. When we 
agree, as the shepherds did, God is able to bless us in ways 
beyond our imagining. You may even find yourself celebrating 
Christmas next year with a new family, in a new home.

Ablaze parish renewal conference
In early November, the diocese held the Ablaze Parish 
Renewal conference. Nearly 300 people gathered together 
from throughout the diocese and further afield, to pray for 
and seek to understand parish renewal. The theme of the 
conference was taken from my installation Mass as Bishop; 
‘Cast out into the deep and pay your nets out for a catch’ 
(Luke: 5). We reflected on what it meant for us to follow 
Jesus’ call in complete trust.

As I was praying before the final session of Ablaze, I 
reflected for a long time on Jesus’ call of the early disciples. 
We know that he walked along the shore of Galilee, looking 
for people who would join in his mission. These people 
were not necessarily the most qualified or ready to accept 
him. Rather, he looked for people who would permit him to 
enter their lives.

The Shepherds receiving a word from heaven, one of the mosaics at 
the chapel on the field. (Photo taken by Bishop Michael)
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He continues to walk the shore of our world, continuing to 
see who is willing to have him close. This is a risky business. 
It means we trust him to guide and direct us. This is the 
story of faith. God wants to meet our deepest longings for 
love, peace, fulfillment, joy, and forgiveness, but he first 
needs permission to enter our boats.

Jesus is offering this invitation to everyone in our diocese. 
He is asking each of us, “Do you have room in your boat 
for me?” A renewed Church only happens when each of 
us allows Jesus in, when we surrender to Him. This is only 
possible through the power of the Holy Spirit. At Ablaze, 
I asked everyone present to surrender to Jesus. At the 
conference, I shared one of my favourite quotes from 
St John Paul II on taking steps in faith:

“ Jesus, who has first loved you, is ready to 
give what he asks of you. If he asks much, it is 
because he knows that you can give much.”Let us be generous this Christmas, giving Jesus the very 

best of ourselves - our permission for Him to enter our boat, 
our lives. To do so, we need to first surrender to him. As a 
concrete way of doing this, all those at Ablaze were given 
a Surrender Prayer Novena which we prayed for nine days. 
The following article explains the novena. 
www.catholicexchange.com/the-surrender-novena-let-
jesus-take-care-of-everything. I invite you to offer this 
Novena as a precious gift to Jesus this year.

Priests Gathering at Hanmer
In early October, all priests in active ministry in the 
Christchurch Diocese gathered for three days in Hanmer 
Springs. These twice-yearly gatherings, initiated by 
Archbishop Paul Martin, are a time for the priests to be 
together, to share with each other and to receive specific 
input from others. It was a blessed time, where we 
considered the opportunities and challenges facing the 
Church today.

I shared with them how, in these first months as your 
Bishop, I have been listening and learning, seeking to 
understand people’s experiences of the Church, in order 
to better understand where God is leading us in these 
times. As part of this gathering, we discussed the proposed 
Cathedral precinct and the wider capital projects. I assured 
the priests, as I assure you now, that no decision has yet 
been made. I am actively considering all the options, 
continuing to consult, trying to gather more information in 
order to make a sound decision. Please keep these matters 
in your prayers as we seek to understand how best to live 
out our faith and mission in this age.

My prayer for each of you this Christmas is that you, like the 
shepherds, personally encounter Jesus this year. Remember, 
no one is excluded, as each of us is precious to him. God 
proves this to us in the most powerful way, as a vulnerable 
baby in a borrowed manger. He only asks one question: will 

you “believe” as the shepherds did all those years ago?

“ I bring you news of great joy, 
a joy to be shared by the whole people. 
Today in the town of David, a saviour 
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”(Luke 2: 10-11)

May God bless you all.

+ Michael Gielen 

Bishop of Christchurch

The following appointments have been made, 
effective from the weekend of 28/29 January 2023:

Priest parish Appointment

Fr Joselito Quinones Mid-Canterbury Parish Priest

Fr Tien Cao Mackenzie Parish Priest

Fr Do Nguyen North Assistant Priest

Fr John Nixon Tholatt 
(ex India)

Timaru Assistant Priest

Fr Vincent Barboza 
(ex India)

Cathedral Assistant Priest

Other Changes:

Fr Denis Nolan Retiring from active ministry

Fr Peter Costello “Priest in Residence” at the 
Holy Cross Seminary in Auckland

Fr Thanh Tran Undertaking training before taking up an 
appointment at Holy Cross Seminary as a 
formator

Fr Huynh Tran Chaplain to the Vietnamese Community

Huong Dinh 
(Seminarian)

Pastoral placement to Waimakariri Parish

2022 Clergy Appointments
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Issue 135 - Advent 2022

Nga mihi nui from the 
editorial desk
Welcome to Inform Issue 135, our 
Advent edition. My thanks to all who 
submitted stories to Inform in 2022.

Inform Issue 135 looks back over the 
last three months of Catholic life in 
our diocese. Along with our regular 
content, we celebrate the building and 
opening of the new St Mary’s Church in 
Pleasant Point. We join in the renewal 
generated by the Ablaze Conference 
in November. We give thanks for the 
lives of Msgr Bill Middleton and 
Fr Bryan Parish and pray for their 
souls. In an Advent feature, Dr Robert 
Loretz helps us to deepen our 
understanding of Sacred Scripture.

Please Inform yourselves and pass on 
its stories to others either in hard copy 
or online: www.chchcatholic.nz/inform. 
We wish you well as you prepare for 
the coming of our Lord at Christmas 
and at the end of time. “Maranatha, 
come Lord Jesus”.

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor & 
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor
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responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of children, young 
people and vulnerable adults. It extends to all who are Church volunteers, 
ministers and worshippers within the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.

We are creating a “Culture of 
Safeguarding” and have clear 
processes and procedures in 
safeguarding best practice. Our 
priests, religious, and leaders are 
committed to this safeguarding 
culture.

You may not be a volunteer in your 
parish, but did you know?

 � Each parish has a safeguarding 
representative. (Please refer to the 
purple poster in your church for 
contact details and to read your 
parish safeguarding commitments.)

 � Most volunteers in your parish 
have already attended at least one 
safeguarding workshop.

 � Most volunteers in your parish have 
signed a Code of Conduct and a 
Volunteer Agreement.

 � Volunteers in ministries that involve 
working with children or vulnerable 
adults are required to be police 
vetted.

 � There is a Church National 
Safeguarding Policy and National 
Safeguarding Guidelines.

 � The National Office for Professional 
Standards (NOPS) oversees the 
Church’s safeguarding policies 
and practices and responds to 
complaints of abuse within the 
Church.

 � Most priests, religious and lay 
leaders in your parish have already 
completed further in-depth 
safeguarding training, SCCANZ 
(Safeguarding in the Catholic 
Church Aotearoa New Zealand) 

developed by The National Office 
for Professional Standards (NOPS) 
and Te Kupenga - The Catholic 
Institute.

In developing an extended culture of 
guardianship, our goal is to provide 
a safe environment for all people 
with a particular focus on children 
and vulnerable adults. Our course 
incorporates three main strategies:

 � Safe recruitment and selection 
practices - helping to prevent 
those who pose a risk to children 
and vulnerable adults from holding 
positions of trust.

 � Code of Conduct - having clear 
guidelines that set out what is and 
is not acceptable behaviour, is an 
essential part of keeping members 
of the parish community safe.

 � Safe activities - ensuring a safe 
environment for all activities for all 
people.

Safeguarding calls each of us to act 
so that we are showing care for each 
other. In sharing this responsibility, we 
all create a community of safety and 
security.

Safeguarding in our parishes and 
communities is an important and 
precious outworking of God’s love 
for the vulnerable. It is a healthy 
expression of our love for our 
neighbour. We all want and need 
communities where the vulnerable, 
(and we can all be vulnerable), are safe 
and secure. In loving parishes, our faith 
must surely flourish.

Clodagh Ward - Safeguarding Advisor 
Christchurch Diocese

Visit the diocesan website

www.chchcatholic.nz
Here you will find information about 
parishes, Mass times, diocesan news 
and events. Parishes, schools and church 
groups are welcome to advertise events.

Please email mstopforth@cdoc.nz

What is Safeguarding?
Why do I need to know about it, 
I am not a volunteer?
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Welcome to the season of Advent. Advent (from “ad-venire” 
in Latin meaning “to come) begins the Church’s liturgical 
year. It encompasses the four Sundays (and weekdays) 
leading up to the celebration of Christmas. 

For Christians, the season of Advent is 
a time of preparation that directs our 
hearts and minds to Christ’s second 
coming at the end of time, and to 
the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth 
on Christmas. From the earliest days 
of the Church, Christians have been 
fascinated by Jesus’ promise to come 
back. But the scripture readings during 
Advent tell us not to waste our time 
with predictions. Advent is not about 
speculation. Our Advent readings call 
us to be alert and ready, not weighted 
down and distracted by the cares of 
this world (Lk 21:34-36). Like Lent, the 
liturgical colour for Advent is purple, 
since both are seasons that prepare 
us for great feast days. Advent also 
includes an element of penance in 
the sense of preparing, quietting, and 
disciplining our hearts for the full joy of 
Christmas.

Advent wreath
One helpful way to enter the time 
of Advent is the use of an Advent 
wreath. The Advent wreath consists 
of an evergreen wreath and four 
candles. Ideally, three candles are 
purple, and one is rose, but white 

candles can also be used. 
The candles are lit every 
night (perhaps during 
your evening meal) during 
Advent - one candle 
the first week, then an 
additional candle for each 
successive week.

As you light the candle, 
you can pray the following:

Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us
as we light the candles 
of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light
be a sign of Christ’s promise 
to bring us salvation.
May he come quickly and not delay.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen.

Here is a video link to learn how 
to make a simple Advent wreath: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yPYOMwQYtr8. 

You can purchase the purple and rose 
Advent candles from the Catholic 
Shop. 

One Prayer a Day for Advent
One prayer a day is another helpful 
way for you to enter this time of 
Advent. Pray at the start of each day 
the prayer as listed on the following 
link:  
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/Daily-
prayers.html

Alex Chia 
Parish Education Advisor 
- Digital & Young Families Focus
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Updates from the Tribunal of the Catholic Church 
for New Zealand, Diocese Of Christchurch
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church for New Zealand is the official Church court for New Zealand. 
A major function of the Tribunal’s ministry is the processing of declaration of nullity cases of marriages. 

We have a dedicated “Tribunal Family” 
of volunteer personnel, who give of 
themselves and their time so freely 
to help the office to fulfil its ministry 
and mission. In the spirit of synodality, 
each Tribunal volunteer personnel 
brings with them their individual 
gifts, collegiality, and expertise. They 
contribute greatly to the efficient 
processing of cases by walking gently 
with the people of God in their journey 
with us. In addition to marriage cases, 
the Tribunal can also hear Penal cases 
concerning sexual abuse by priests and 
cases concerning the vindication of 
rights. Over time, our “Tribunal Family” 
has grown in diversity and expertise, 
reflective of the changing Christchurch 
horizons and communities. Our office 
wishes to thank each member, past and 
present, of the Tribunal Family for their 
friendship, dedication, and service to the 
mission of this Tribunal, as Pope Pius XI 
states “caring for the dignity of marriage 
and to work for the good of persons”. 

There are several additional 
developments at the Tribunal. 
Congratulations to Elizabeth Ong 
who is beginning her studies for a 
Doctorate in Canon Law at Saint Paul 
University in Ottawa by distance. 
Elizabeth is currently the Tribunal 
Director/Judge for the Tribunal in 
Christchurch, she judges marriage 
cases for Christchurch, Dunedin, 
Wellington, and Palmerston North, and 

is an assessor for Extrajudicial Penal 
processes. The doctorate will mean 
that she is able to judge Penal cases 
of clergy with Msgr Brendan. Elizabeth 
will also continue her role as National 
Privacy Officer with the New Zealand 

Catholic Bishops Conference, and work 
in the office with Maria, processing 
Christchurch marriage cases.

Maria Sequeira, as Case Instructor, 
will assume more responsibility in 
charge of the office for processing 
marriage cases. Maria is now the first 
point of contact for inquiries regarding 
applications for Decrees of Nullity 
and other marriage cases. All persons, 
including all non-Catholics or their 
spouses, with a previous marriage(s), 
wishing to remarry in the Catholic 
Church or who are in the OCIA (RCIA) 
Programme must be referred to the 
Tribunal as soon as possible. Maria’s 
contact details are 
m.sequeira@catholic-tribunal.org.nz 
and the Tribunal’s office phone number 
is 03 366 9869. 

For more information about the Tribunal 
of the Catholic Church please visit our 
website at www.catholictribunal.nz.

Back left to right:  Maureen Williams, Elizabeth Ong (Judge), Msgr Brendan Daly 
(Judicial Vicar), Fr Simon Eccleton (Episcopal Vicar for Marriage)
Sitting;  Marie-Therese McRae, Selesitina Mataale, Rose Rahm, Maria Sequeira (Case Instructor)
Absent:  Pat Beck, Stephanie Butchard, Mary-Lynne Donehue, Bethany Gunter

Elizabeth Ong (Mrs Tiong), Margaret Crean, Maureen Williams, Helen Cummings, 
Christine Jones, Sharon Henshaw, Nell Pascoe.
Back Row: Ricky Tiong, Marie-Therese McRae, Christine Reed (Tribunal Notary), 
Michael Crean, Frank Williams, John Cummings, Tim Jones, Russell Henshaw

06



The rise in the cost of living, felt 
more acutely among the population 
in the lower socio-economic realm, 
is front and centre in most of the 
conversations in the media and 
among the general public.

When life can be a bit of a struggle, 
Catholic Social Services provides 
much needed support to struggling 
families and individuals. All the while 
reflecting the Gospel and the social 
teachings of the Catholic Church, we 
provide group courses for adults and 
children, covering topics such as grief 
and loss, conflict resolution, emotional 
awareness, and anxiety and trauma, 

to name a few. Coupled with our 
very busy food bank, we also provide 
counseling for adults, teens, children, 
families, and couples, making 2022 
very busy indeed.

Very recently, our new psychologist 
started working in our greater 
Christchurch diocesan schools, 
meeting the needs of the tamariki 
and rangatahi, and in 2023, we will be 
reaching further into our schools and 
parishes to get a better understanding 
of needs. We are very much looking 
forward to that korero.

The sad fact is that the needs in the 
community are constantly increasing. 
That said, as with every year, funding 
is the only hurdle we face in our 
wish to serve the community. We are 
extremely grateful for all the support 
received and we hope it will increase 
proportionally with the demand, and 
help us address all requests in a 
meaningful and timely manner.

We wish you all a peaceful Christmas, 
happiness and spiritual fulfillment for 

While 2022 saw us all resume a ‘post pandemic’ life, it has also been a year 
of turmoil and disruption on a global level which has had, and will continue 
to have, effects for all of us locally.

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005

Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz 0800 555 553

Our Catholic Social 
Services in 2022

S i l e n t  R e t R e a t

Peace  t h a t  t h e

W o R l d  C a n n o t  G i v e

January 16th - 19th 2023
University of Waikato, hamilton, nZ

Led by Kath Houston, a Director of the 
World Community for Christian Meditation

For more info visit >
www.christianmeditationnz.org.nz

Email >
retreat@christianmeditationnz.org.nz

or contact Linda Polaschek >
020 4797955 or 04 4797955

the year ahead, and we look forward 
to helping address the needs of the 
community in the new year.

Luis Arevalo 
Catholic Social Services Manager 
Christchurch Diocese

Catholic Social Services
Mathew Brodie House 
336 Cashel Street, Christchurch 8140

Tel: 03 379 0012

www.cathsocialservices.org.nz
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On a late October evening, children from St Patrick's School led 
Jubilate 2022 in St Patrick's Church, Greymouth.  The children 
sang four of their own pieces and we all joined in some beautiful 
hymns. Thanks to Diocesan Sacred Music Advisor Ken Joblin, 
who not only accompanied Jubilate, but offered two Gregorian 
chants of his own. Thanks also to Ivory Racho from our parish, 
who prepared the children to sing, and parishioners and the 
school community for their wonderful support of this event.

St Patrick's School Principal Ian Johnson commented 
afterwards that "Jubilate was excellent! The children worked 
really hard and have just had a "well done" pizza lunch. We now 
have a core of children whom I hope will continue to grow their 
singing and foster our linkage with the parish."

Greymouth

“Jubilate was excellent!
The children worked really hard.”

DR RAMEZ AILABOUNI 

NP AMELIA HOWARD HILL 

 SPECIALIST  TEAM-BASED  RESPECTFUL  INNOVATIVE  DEDICATED  EMPATHETIC 

Ethical and faith based 
Collaborative team approach 
Innovative patient care 
Paediatric orthopaedics 
Affordable nurse practitioner 

Hip preservation surgery 
General orthopaedics 
Sports and post injury care 
Precision hip and knee replacement  
Patient centred empathetic care 

A: Specialists @ 9,  Level 2,  9 Caledonian Road,  St Albans,  Christchurch 

T: 03 968 3402  E: admin@strideorthopaedics.co.nz   

W: www.strideorthopaedics.co.nz   
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Swallow this historic moment!
In the wee town of Amberley, in North Canterbury, many people drive past without noticing one of the oldest 
churches in New Zealand. The church is possibly the second oldest functioning church in the country. 
Unfortunately, a recent application to put up a "Historical Church" road-sign was turned down by the LTSA.

Built in 1866, the Church of the Holy 
Passion was originally located at 
Brackenridge, but was then relocated 
to its present site in the 1950s. In 
2019, after it was beautifully restored, 
it received the Resene Total Colour 
Heritage Award. However, this 
beautiful church was not missed by a 
pair of breeding swallows. Since the 
restoration, they have been attempting 
to build a nest on top of the main 
entrance and the chosen spot is 
within arm's reach! Of course, there 
is Mass every day in the church (7:00 
am Monday to Saturday and 9:00 am 
Sunday) but this does not seem to 
deter them. One swallow will stay and 
watch outside the church, and if there 
is any human being within 10 metres, a 
'chirp' will see them both taking off and 
circling the church from the heights. 

Because of the mess they leave at 
the doorsteps, there have been minor 
attempts to discourage them from 
building their nest at their chosen 
spot. However, this year, parish priest 
Fr Michael Pui and his parishioners 
decided to let the swallows have their 
way, placing some cardboard at the 
doorstep to collect their mess! As of 
early November, they have four chicks 
in their little nest ready to fly away!

As the Psalmist wrote: "The sparrow 
herself finds a home, and the swallow 
a nest for her brood; she lays her 
young by your altars, Lord of hosts, my 
king and my God." (Psalm 84:3) This 
Psalm ends with: "Lord, God of hosts, 
happy the man who trusts in you!"

Fr Michael Pui - Parish Priest 
Hurunui Parish of the Good Shepherd

Surveying  |  Engineering  |  Planning 
Landscape architecture  |  Urban design  |  GIS eliotsinclair.co.nz

We are proud to have provided strategic land and 
site development consultancy services to the 
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch since 1999.

Shaping a better tomorrow
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Young adults from nine parishes reconnected with old 
friends and made new ones.

The Canterbury Club proved to be an elegant venue as 
guests gathered for drinks and photos, before enjoying an 
outstanding two course meal and dancing the night away. 
The Billiards Room was also a popular option.

The planning team was thrilled with the turn-out and the 

night itself. We are grateful for the significant sponsorship 

given by the Catholic Development Fund which helped 

keep costs manageable. Plans are already afoot for the 

2023 Gonzaga Ball.

Mark Currie 

Parish Youth Ministry Support Coordinator

Gonzaga Ball
A wide array of suits and ball gowns were the order of the night. In October, young adults from three dioceses 
descended on the Canterbury Club for the Gonzaga Ball and a night to remember.

STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

JJSTEEL.CO.NZPhone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz   frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ

Parishioners from Greymouth and Westport gathered at Charleston 
on the 16th of October for the annual pilgrimage to Our Lady of the 
Way Shrine. The pilgrimage, organised alternatively by each parish, 
has been happening over many years, promoting a spiritual bond 
between Christchurch and Wellington dioceses.

13 children from St Patrick's Parish Greymouth received the Sacrament 
of Confirmation from Fr Joaquin Camano, the Parish Priest in Hokitika.
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While the majority were drawn from 

our Christchurch colleges, young 

people also joined us from Timaru’s 

Roncalli College and Greymouth’s 

John Paul II High School. We also 

welcomed a small group of young 

people from Blenheim, who are 

seeking to form a youth group in 2023. 

This year’s Antioch theme was taken 

from Psalm 103: “crowned with 

love and mercy”. Inspiring sessions 

saw keynote speaker Phoebe 

Bryant unpack this theme. Through 

workshops, drama, music, art, and 

During the school holidays, 40 young people from throughout the diocese 
descended on Woodend for CYT’s annual Antioch Camp. 

fellowship, our campers shared 

their God-given talents. Eucharistic 

adoration, reconciliation, and praise 

and worship allowed them to deepen 

their relationship with Christ.

Despite the many challenges our 

young people face, they can be sure 

God is working hard in their lives. 

Feedback suggests that Eucharistic 

adoration was undoubtedly the 

highlight for our campers. Plans are 

already under way for Antioch 2023.

Cyrene Tionko 
CYT Event Coordinator
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Over the twelve years the Mission Team has operated in the 
Christchurch Diocese, around fifty young adults have given 
a year (and sometimes two) of their lives to work with young 
people. They were drawn from every corner of Aotearoa, 
and even from abroad, and lived together in community. 
They worked as full-time volunteers in parishes, schools, and 
faith communities. Many have gone on to serve as teachers, 
parish youth ministers, diocesan staff, and so much more.

Over the years, there have been countless success stories 
of young people opening to the faith through an encounter 

with the mission team. Highlights for this year's team of 
Zita and Thenuli include a Confirmation camp at Hokitika, 
assisting with a Confirmation programme at Catholic 
Cathedral College, and retreats at Villa Maria and Marian 
Colleges, and John Paul II High School. In late November, 
the CYT thanksgiving celebration expressed gratitude to our 
Lord for the ministry of the Mission Team since its inception.

Mark Currie 
Parish Youth Ministry Support Coordinator

A Season for Everything Under Heaven
A Twelve-Year-Long Ministry Concludes

2022 marks the end of an era for the CYT Youth Mission Team. Alongside CYT, Bishop Michael has decided to move 
to the NET Ministries model which will begin in 2023.

NET, which stands for National Evangelisation Teams, was 
formed in Minnesota, USA and pioneered in Australia in 
1988. For over 30 years now, NET has provided peer-to-
peer youth ministry in schools, parishes, and universities 
throughout Australasia. Each year, NET recruits and 
trains teams of young adults from around the world who 
volunteer a year of their lives in the service of the Church by 
sharing their experience of Jesus.

While 2023 will be the first year a NET Ministries team is 
to be based here, the Diocese of Christchurch has a long 

nET Launch
In seeking to meet the needs of young people and the Church in this ever-changing world, the Catholic Youth 
Team (CYT) is constantly reviewing and refining its ministry. As a consequence, NET Ministries will therefore 
replace the Mission Team as part of our mission and outreach programme to parishes, schools, and the wider 
youth community in 2023.

history of young adult participation in NET teams for a year 
or more. After their time on NET, team members often come 
back to the diocese and enter the life of the Church here. 
Clare Bell is a Pastoral Worker at St Mary's Pro-Cathedral. 
She first served on the traveling team in 1998 before 
becoming a NET staff member. Phoebe Bryant was Head 
Girl at Catholic Cathedral College in 2019. She has since 
served on NET teams for two years, at Australian Catholic 
University in Sydney, and in the Diocese of Hamilton.

Coming from Christchurch, Phoebe relished the opportunity 
to serve in a NET team. "It was an incredible chance, not 
only to serve, but to take my own faith to deeper levels. It's 
such a rare opportunity and one I'm truly grateful for."

Returning to Ōtautahi Christchurch this year, Phoebe was 
appointed Villa Maria College Chaplain. "I'm even more 
excited by the prospect of serving alongside a NET team 
at Villa, because I've seen firsthand the impact a Team can 
make on the lives of young people."

CYT and our communities are really excited by the potential 
for NET to further strengthen links between our parish and 
school communities.

Mark Currie 
Parish Youth Ministry Support Coordinator
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Xavier College Class of '61
On the last weekend in October, Xavier College pupils from 1961 gathered for a reunion 61 years after their 
school days. Fifty former pupils from the boys-only school, run by the Marist Brothers, came from all around the 
country and Australia for a weekend of festivities in Christchurch.

Some of the attendees had not seen each other for 61 
years. Brother Douglas Dawick, now living in Lower Hutt, 
was the sole surviving Marist Brothers teacher from the 
1961 era who was able to attend.

The highlight of the weekend was a Mass celebrated on 
the Catholic Cathedral College site on the Sunday morning 
- Xavier College being amalgamated with the former 
Sacred Heart girls school in 1987 to form Catholic Cathedral 
College. The celebrant for the Mass was Fr Kevin Burns, 
with music provided by Antje Duda, Pastoral Chaplain at 
Catholic Cathedral College, and Annette Pugh, also on the 
College staff.

A challenge was laid down to the old boys to sing the 
school song "Salve Regina" ("Hail Holy Queen"), sung in 
Latin daily in 1961, as the recessional hymn. Judging by 
the volume of the singing, Salve Regina is etched in the 
memory of each of the old boys.

After the Mass, photographs were taken around the statue 
of St Marcellin Champagnat (founder of the Marist Brothers), 
now in place on the Catholic Cathedral College site, 
followed by a tour of the former Xavier College classrooms 
currently occupied by Marian College. The tour was hosted 
by Mary-Lou Davidson, Principal of Marian College.

John Walsh
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“Her faith and commitment to Jesus’ teachings 
make her an inspiring young evangeliser”

Our group is called ‘waka’ and our members are called ‘rowers’. The first 
event of each year, welcoming new members, is the ‘Embarkation Day’. Even 
our badge, received at the end of each year, shows a helm. The helmsperson 
is of course Jesus Christ. After a challenging year for all our rowers, coping 
with the third year of the pandemic, it was good just being together, being 
able to spend time and support each other without masks and restrictions. As 
a way to celebrate the end of the year we sailed on Lyttelton Harbour in the 
Fox II, a historical sailing boat which is part of the Cansail Sailing Charity. Each 
member had to do their part on board, be it rigging or keeping the helm for a 
while. For many it was the first time on a sailing boat, so courage was needed.

This year taught us many things, but the most important to hear Our Lord’s 
words: not to be afraid and trust in God, whatever the tide brings us and to 
support each other as a group in faith and life.

He waka eke noa 
- We are all in the same boat

One of the many Special Character youth groups at Catholic Cathedral College is 
our Remar group. Remar is a youth group introduced to the College by the Marist 
Brothers. ‘Remar’ means ‘to row’ in Spanish. As a Remar group, we don’t merely 
meet, but ‘row’ together through the year. 

“Outstanding” Special Character leader honoured
Marian College Head of Special Character 2022 Maria Ilalio was honoured for her outstanding 
contribution to the liturgical life of the school. Maria was awarded Colours - Excellence for Special 
Character, the St Mary's Prize for contribution to Special Character, as well as the ultimate award 
recognizing service, participation, and loyalty to the school - The McKillop Trophy.

Director of Ministry Myra Fidow said 
Maria has been an outstanding servant 
leader. "Her faith and commitment to 
Jesus' teachings make her an inspiring 
young evangeliser."

Throughout the year, Maria has served 
in school Masses as an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion, a reader, 
and a musician; she was a member of 
Young Vinnies and volunteered at a 
number of Catholic community events 
including Antioch, St Vincent de Paul, 
Alpha, and Chosen.

"Maria is a role model of Mary 
MacKillop's words: "Do all you can with 
the means at your disposal and calmly 
leave the rest to God." Mrs Fidow said. 
"She is a genuinely faith-filled person 
and this is at the heart of her service, 
participation, and loyalty to Marian 
College. Our scripture quote this year, 
"Love one another as I have loved you," 

is embodied by Maria and her practical 
and caring style of leadership for the 
school community, creating aroha and 
joy for students and staff."

As a leader of the Combined Catholic 
Schools' Alpha group, Maria helped 
students grow in their understanding 
and faith. "This was an extensive 
programme to lead and her kindness, 
enthusiasm, and love of sharing her 
faith was truly admired and respected. 
Her kind, caring, and thoughtful nature 
has been a daily example to us all."
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This year, Napaka Arts Version 3.0: 
Biyaheng Pinoy All Year Long, (the third 
instalment of Napaka Arts), was once 
again very successful.  Families and 
students from both Catholic Cathedral 
College and other schools across 
Christchurch attended. 

This year’s entry consisted of the usual 
show-casing of music, dance, and arts 
from the Philippines but with a twist. 
The various performances celebrated 
events from January through to 
December. The Filipino Cultural Group 
at Catholic Cathedral College took 
the audience back to the Philippines 
in a jeepney, the classic Filipino 
transportation. They performed 
dances from a variety of festivals 

and re-enacted memorable events 
like New Year, Graduation, Nutrition 
Month, Independence Day and last, 
but definitely not least, Christmas. 
It was as if the audience was in the 
Philippines for a whole year! The night 
was full of noise and colour, not only 
the performances but also the overall 
vibe of the concert.

Napaka Arts began in 2019 and is 
now an annual event for the Filipino 
Group. The Filipino Group at Catholic 
Cathedral College is indeed a cultural 
group to look out for. We are a family 
on a mission to promote our wonderful 
and powerful culture.

Janet Zapanta - Filipino Liaison 
Catholic Cathedral College

Napaka Arts Filipino Cultural Festival
At Catholic Cathedral College, we celebrate the culture of our Filipino students 
with an annual Filipino Cultural festival called Napaka Arts. 
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Christchurch Diocese Holds 
Ablaze parish renewal conference  4-5 November

In convening the Second Ablaze Parish Renewal Conference for the Christchurch Diocese at the Aldersgate 
Centre, Bishop Michael echoed the words of Our Lord in the Gospel as he called participants to “Put out into the 
deep!”  He encouraged us to go deeper in our relationship with Jesus and surrender our lives to Him.

The first Ablaze Conference was 
held in 2017 where the then Fr 
Michael Gielen was present as one 
of our guest speakers. Since the first 
Ablaze, a great deal has happened 
in the diocese. We have seen the 
introduction of ‘Our Faith, Our Future’ 
and the restructuring of parishes 
in and around Christchurch. Covid 
has also had a significant impact on 
parish life. With all that has happened, 
and with the appointment of Bishop 
Michael Gielen as 11th Bishop of 
Christchurch in May, November was 
the right time to have our second 
Ablaze Conference.

The Christchurch Diocese is on 
a path of parish renewal. We are 
encouraging people to become 
missionary disciples. Our parishes 
and communities are working in 
new ways to gain a more intentional 
mission focus. Pope Francis exhorts 
us to “preach the Gospel to all without 
hesitation, reluctance or fear.”

Ablaze was a great vehicle then, 
for people to be encouraged in 
their faith, receive input from the 
three keynote speakers, and from 
other presenters in 18 workshops. 
These workshops covered the three 
priorities of the Christchurch Diocese: 

growing in holiness, strengthening 
our faith community and proclaiming 
the Good News. The conference 
sessions also addressed current and 
emerging issues in the Church and the 
world. Workshops covered a broad 
spectrum of topics such as growing 
in holiness through the Holy Spirit, 
transforming parish culture, engaging 
people in the parish for mission, 
the Laudato Si’ Platform, growing 
youth and young adult ministry in 
the parish, encountering Christ in the 
liturgy, Alpha, parishes and schools 
collaborating for mission, small 
groups, hospitality, the synod, and 
much more.

The diocese was fortunate to have the 
support of Divine Renovation for the 
Conference. We were blessed to have 
two international keynote speakers; 
Dan O’Rourke and Fr Chris Ryan. Dan 
O’Rourke is the President of the global 
Divine Renovation Ministry based in 
Halifax, Canada. He was excited about 
the extensive expansion of Divine 
Renovation, in supporting parishes 
to move from a maintenance focus 
to that of mission. He unpacked the 
Divine Renovation three keys to parish 
renewal - the Power of the Holy Spirit, 
the primacy of evangelisation and the 
best of leadership.  In the image they 

use, the circle linking them together is 
the Eucharist. Mr O’Rourke also offered 
two workshops. 

Fr Chris Ryan is currently serving 
as a parish priest of two parishes in 
the Archdiocese of Sydney and is 
a priest of the congregation of the 
Missionary of God’s Love. Fr Chris 
opened the conference by exploring 
what parish renewal is and why we 
need it. He noted that the world is 
longing for Jesus Christ, and renewing 
our parishes is important for bringing 
people to Christ.

Bishop Michael offered the final 
keynote address for Ablaze 2022. 
He shared his own experience of 
the loving and supportive parish in 
which he grew up. He outlined his 
vision for thriving, welcoming parishes 
and challenged all parishes in the 
Christchurch Diocese to offer an Alpha 
programme as a tool for reaching 
out to others. At the conclusion of 
his keynote address, Bishop Michael 
invited all present to pray the 
Surrender Prayer Novena in the days 
following Ablaze.

The event attracted 280 participants, 
with people attending from 
throughout the Christchurch Diocese 
and with representation from the other 

The priests of our diocese attending the preaching seminar

“Put out into the Deep” 
(Luke 5:4)
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five New Zealand dioceses. Among 
those who participated in Ablaze 
were clergy, leadership teams, parish 
council members, staff, leaders, and 
parishioners.

A number of pre-conference events 
were held, with our keynote speakers 
presenting to particular groups. 
These included separate gatherings 
with Fr Chris Ryan and parish Alpha 
leaders and parish leadership teams. 
A short preaching seminar was 
held for priests, with Fr Chris Ryan 
sharing some insights using the latest 
Divine Renovation book, Preaching 
on Purpose. Each of our priests 
received a copy of the book with the 
compliments of the diocese.

The Ablaze conference included 
the celebration of Mass, Eucharistic 
adoration, and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. There was also 
praise and worship and prayer 
ministry opportunities where people 
experienced the joy of the Holy Spirit.

There were so many memorable 
moments throughout Ablaze. These 
comments are just some shared 
in feedback received in the days 
immediately following the conference:

“The silence as we prayed together in 
Adoration at the end of the first night.” 

“People coming forward on the last 

evening and making a renewed 
commitment of faith.”

“Bishop Michael inviting priests to stand, 
so that Ablaze members could thank 
them for their priestly ministry and the 
presence of our Lord throughout the 
whole event.”

“Having confession which was long 
overdue.” 

“What a beautiful vision and hope for 
our parishes to be like this.”  

“Feel refreshed and inspired for our 
return to the parish.” 

“Adoration was beautiful. Music great!”

“It was lovely to pray the surrender 
Novena for nine days.”

“We came home feeling reconnected 
with our faith and each other and with a 
deep sense of peace and a willingness 
to trust in God’s plan.”

Ablaze set out to encourage people 
in their faith, while offering them 
good formation in parish renewal. A 
number of parishes are gathering their 
Ablaze attendees to share insights 
and learnings and plan future steps. 
Perhaps the best summary of Ablaze 
is this statement: “From the speakers 
to the presentations, the helpers to 
the hymns, this Ablaze really had 
it going on. I will forever remember 

that tiny dinghy on the stage, as we 
came forward on that final night in our 
hundreds, pledging to put out into the 
deep, with fear conquered and Jesus in 
our hearts.”

More information about Ablaze can be 
found at www.chchcatholic.nz/ablaze

Mike Stopforth

Mike is Director of the Bishop’s Pastoral 
Office for the Diocese of Christchurch 
and led the team organising Ablaze.

 Fr Chris Ryan provides the opening keynote

Dan O’Rouke, President of the Divine 
Renovation Network
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Christchurch Catholic Commission for Justice & Peace Competition
The competition is based on the Caritas Social Justice Week Topic each year and is open to students in 
Catholic Schools in the Christchurch Diocese. This year the topic was Racism - Stronger Together in Christ.

Entrants in the Yrs 11-13 group were asked: How does 
Catholic Social Teaching give us the strength to grow beyond 
the dangers inherent in social media that targets racial 
discrimination of youth in Aotearoa New Zealand?

The winner was Danielle Odams, a Yr 13 student from Villa Maria 
College. Danielle has won $500.00 for herself, a $100.00 class 
shout, the Justice & Peace Cup, and a winner’s certificate. 
Extracts from Danielle’s essay have been printed below.

Catholic Social Teaching is something 
incredibly important and is ingrained in 
Catholics right from the beginning of 
our education. It allows us to grow into 
strong rooted Catholics who preach 
God, not only through our words, but 
also through our actions with how 
we treat others. The Catholic Social 
Teaching Principles are guidelines for 
us to live holy Christian lives, following 
the footsteps of Jesus in our modern 
context.

We live in a society dominated by the 
online world. Today, adults, teenagers 
and children all have a digital footprint. 

...A recent study found that teenagers 
who spend more than three hours a 
day with screen time are developing 
severe mental health problems such 
as anxiety, depression, and antisocial 
and aggressive behaviours. In 2012, 

13% of youth had significant symptoms 
of depression. This rose to 23% in 2021 
and 1 in 5 youth in New Zealand are 
likely to have suffered from depression 
by the age of 18. The rise of these 
statistics has been heavily impacted by 
social media which has created a false 
sense of community in which Christian 
love and compassion are no longer at 
the forefront of our relationships. 

...Our Catholic values call us to be 
truth seekers and identify the mis-
information on social media and reveal 
the truth and beauty of a life lived in 
relationship with God. If we are to live 
a truly Catholic life, Catholic Social 
Teaching is the gateway to what the 
Bible preaches - love, not hate. Social 
media is a huge part of our modern 
life so instead of rejecting it, we as 
Catholics need to embrace what 
comes with modern life and use it the 

best way we can to spread the Word 
of God.

We can use Catholic Social Teaching 
and social media to grow beyond 
the dangers inherent in social media 
use that promotes difference, fuels 
suspicion, spreads lies and vents 
prejudice. For example, the Mosque 
shootings were perpetrated by an 
individual who fostered his racism 
and prejudice against the Muslim 
community on social media platforms. 
After his actions, which were designed 
to isolate the Islamic community, 
many people took to social media to 
pursue action for this to never happen 
again. Due to the outreach and sharing 
of support for the Muslim community 
after the event, social media was a 
place where people shared love and 
respect, teaching others that this 
(racism) is not the way to live. The 

Say No to Racism. We are One in Christ.
How does Catholic Social Teaching give us the strength to grow beyond the 
dangers inherent in social media that target racial discrimination of youth in 
Aotearoa, New Zealand?
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The topic was "Describe a time when 
an act of racism has been recognised 
in Aotearoa New Zealand. How can 
Catholic Social Teaching prevent 
future similar events?"

When first approached to do so, 
Stella initially decided she would not 
enter the competition. However, as 
she reflected on the topic of racism, 
she changed her mind. "I have a lot of 
friends from different cultures and I 
suspect they would have experienced 
racism before," she said.

Stella focussed her essay on the 
March 15 Mosque attacks. "I thought 
about it and that was the one event 
that really stood out to me. Racism 

has always been present in New 
Zealand, but it wasn't until the 
mosque shootings that we really 
acknowledged that it was here - it 
was so in your face. It was a shock to 
everyone that this could happen here 
in New Zealand," Stella said.

The Catholic Social Teachings 
which she drew upon are relevant 
to everyone, Catholic or not. "They 
are the basis of being a good human 
being and we need to apply them in 
our lives and just do it all the time. No 
matter whether you're Catholic or not, 
it's about our moral values."

Stella said she was "so excited" to find 
out she had won the competition. "I 

didn't think I could actually win it. Mum 
and Dad were really proud of me," she 
said.

You can read Stella's full essay 
on the Marian College website: 
www.mariancollege.school.nz/
newsarticle/122023

Catholic Social Teachings of Human 
Dignity, Solidarity, and Participation 
and Peace dominated social media as 
a result of this event. 

...Our Catholic Social Teaching helps 
us to understand the values of right 
and wrong, especially in our modern 
world relating to social media. Dignity 
of the Human Person teaches that 
we are all created in the image and 
likeness of God and concerns our 
well-being - We are One with Christ. 
Common Good addresses what is best 
for everyone and the love we must 
share with our neighbours. Through 
social media, people are able to stand 
together for what is right against those 
spreading hatred. Solidarity teaches 
that we are all one and interconnected 
as a community. When social media 
is used correctly, it promotes love and 
kindness, leading to unity and strength 
as One. Catholic social teaching 
principles are a toolkit for us to use 
and a lens to look through when we 
view and listen to social media. We 
can apply the Catholic social teaching 
principles as a litmus test upon 

Marian College student 
takes out Diocese Competition
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Year 10 Marian College student Stella Jones won the Year 9 and 10 category of the Christchurch Catholic 
Commission for Justice and Peace's Essay Competition.

whether social media is being a help 
or a hindrance to racial equality and 
in fact gospel values. If we approach 
social media through the lens of our 

social teachings, we can work against 
divisionary ideologies that have so 
negatively impacted New Zealand 
youth.
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The following are excerpts taken from a homily given by Fr Simon Eccleton 
at the Requiem Mass for Msgr Bill Middleton on 17 October 2022.

“This is a significant day for our 
diocese as we gather in this Cathedral 
church for the funeral rites for Msgr 
William George James Middleton. I 
have many fond memories of Msgr 
Bill, as he was known to everyone. In 
the early years of my priesthood I was 
his assistant at Christ the King Parish 
in Burnside. However I suspect that 
whatever stories I might share with 
you (and some of them are very funny) 
many of you here would be able to 
trump my stories with even more 
impressive anecdotes of this man’s 
adventures and escapades.

And of course the purpose of this 
homily is not to present a biography 
of our dear friend Bill, this beloved 
pastor, tailor, gardener, entrepreneur, 
racing enthusiast, and raconteur. We 
don’t want only to look back to a life 
well lived. This is also the moment 
when we take the time to look forward 
to that which is the destiny of the 
children of God.

As a priest of the Catholic Church, 
which he was to the depths of his 
heart, Msgr Bill unfolded the treasures 
of the Catholic faith for countless 
people over so many years. In the 
confessional he assisted penitents to 

Msgr Bill Middleton, RIP

“we who mourn msgr Bill’s passing 
have enjoyed the blessing of his friendship 
and the witness of his faith. He was what 
young people today call ‘an influencer’.”

He knew that the priest, in the person 

of Christ, brings what the world cannot 

- he brings Christ into the heart of the 

human condition. 

This Requiem Mass is a powerful 

declaration that our human death is 

not the end of the matter. And in fact 

be liberated from the burden of their 
sins. He helped them to refocus on the 
things which truly matter. He anointed 
and administered the last rites to 
countless numbers of people over the 
years of his public ministry. In this way 
he brought consolation and peace to 
weary and troubled hearts. Powerfully 

in his celebration of Mass, but also 

in those deeply human moments of 

baptism, marriage, and funerals, he 

ministered God’s grace and mercy 

as he accompanied parishioners, 

navigating what the Second Vatican 

Council describes as the joys and the 

hopes, the griefs and the anxieties, of 

the people of this age.

as we reflect on the mystery knitted 
into what we call the four last things 
- death, judgment, heaven, and hell - 
we’re reminded that all the things of 
this world are in fact passing. That’s 
consoling, but it can be unsettling too.

The drama and pain of human death 
really only makes sense in light of the 
suffering, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus, our Saviour. 

....We who mourn Msgr Bill’s passing 
have enjoyed the blessing of his 
friendship and the witness of his faith. 
He was what young people today call 
‘an influencer’. 

...Our lives on earth are a preparation 
for the fullness of life with God in 
the kingdom of heaven. Msgr Bill 
has now completed his work on this 
earth. Accompanied by Mother Mary 
and the communion of saints he sets 
forth on his final journey to the reward 
promised by Jesus to faithful servants.

It’s our joyful responsibility to pray for 
Msgr Bill on this journey. And we do so 
with love and thanksgiving to God in 
our hearts.”

Fr Monty Bamford and Fr Tang Phan attend the Recently Ordained Priests gathering in 
Wellington. With our more recently ordained in mind, please pray for vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life.
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“...Pat Crawford and I visited Bryan four 
days before he died. In a more serious 
and reflective moment during the visit, 
Bryan said he was awaiting his entry 
into full union with the Triune God, the 
Trinity. It was a grace-filled moment 
that brought about a response from 
us; we placed a hand on his head 
and blessed him in the name of God, 
the Creator, in the name of Jesus, the 
Redeemer, and in the Spirit residing 
within us. We gave thanks for his 
priesthood.

Sixty years back at his Ordination to 
the Priesthood, Bryan was blessed 
by Bishop Joyce and sent forth in the 
name of the Trinity, like all priests, to go 
forth from themselves and be turned 
into heralds of God’s wondrous deeds.

...I recall one of Bryan’s spirit-filled 
actions; it was in 1970 when he was 
parish priest in Rakaia. The war was 
raging in Vietnam and dissatisfaction 
was growing world-wide, and strongly 
in New Zealand, because of our 
involvement in the conflict. Protest 
marches throughout our towns and 
cities were on the increase. As well 
as being involved in protests, Bryan 
placed his name and address in our 

Catholic Newspapers, the Zealandia 
and the Tablet, announcing he was 
a Christian Pacifist. I remember him 
saying to me joyfully, “We will see 
what happens.” Well, things did 
happen! There was a large response 
from individuals throughout New 
Zealand; Bryan received many letters 
from young and old encouraged by 
his stance and they shared their own 
stories. Consequently, a network 
of supportive correspondence 
continued amongst them for some 
time. Also, a group was formed here 
in Christchurch called Catholic Peace 
Fellowship which provided a platform 
for people to share their hopes for 
world peace and together encourage 
the parishes they lived in to raise their 
voice for peace.

...Bryan, like all priests, sometimes 
needed to navigate through new 
territory and over unchartered waters 
as he and his parishioners gained in 
awareness of the church’s presence 
and mission in the world of today. As 
pastor, he encouraged his people to 
rely on what had been promised by 
Jesus at his Ascension, namely, the 
abiding presence of the Spirit that is 
being given to us.

Loving God I pray, pour your spirit 

over us now as we in faith, hope, and 

love, celebrate this funeral Mass for Fr 

Bryan Parish, a priest of our Diocese of 

Christchurch.”

“He encouraged 
his people to rely 
on what had been 
promised by Jesus 
at His Ascension.”

The following excerpts are taken from a homily given by Fr Kevin Burns 
at the Requiem Mass for Fr Bryan Parish at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral on 
Monday 11 October.

Fr Bryan Parish, RIP

Pray for our
SEMINARIANS & STUDENTS

Thang hung pham
(student)

huong Dinh
(seminarian)

Linh cao
(seminarian)

Tung Tran (Ignatius)
(seminarian)

pho Van Vo
(student)

Tuong Ding
(student)

“I will give you shepherds after my own heart who will feed you with knowledge and understanding” (Jer 3:15)
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At 8.30am, she joined with Bishop Michael and priests, 
family, and friends for the Mass of the Solemnity of St 
Teresa of Jesus. Morning tea then followed, allowing those 
assembled to congratulate and offer support to Sr Lauren 
and the Carmelite sisters.

Carmelite Extern Sisters are rather rare. There are only 
about 300 of them throughout the world, compared with 
about 11,500 Carmelite Nuns. They combine a Teresian 
contemplative life with attention to the external needs 
of a Carmelite monastery. Their work allows the nuns to 
maintain an entirely contemplative way of life. Along with 
greeting people who visit, taking us to appointments, and 
doing any shopping we cannot do online, Sr Lauren hopes 

to occasionally give some times of reflection on Scripture 
and Carmelite Spirituality during the year.

Some of you will know Sr Lauren from her years as a 
Pastoral Worker in the Christchurch North parish. Following 
on from a year of Aspirancy before she entered our 
monastery, and a year of Postulancy within the monastery, 
she now begins a two-year Novitiate where she will study 
Carmelite Spirituality and Religious Life.

We are delighted to have Sr Lauren as a member of our 
community. Please keep her in your prayers.

Sr Cushla Renton 
Prioress

On 15 October, a private ceremony took place after Morning 
Prayer. In this ceremony, Lauren Butler received the Carmelite 
Habit as an Extern Sister and became Sr Lauren of the Cross.

Receiving the Habit

Sister Marie Poff RSM, RIP
Sister Marie Poff RSM died on 11 September 2022 and was buried from St Bernadette's 
Church, Hei Hei, where she had been involved with both the school and the parish.

Marie's response to God's call to 
religious life was nurtured firstly in the 
faith-filled life of her family at the foot 
of Mount Hutt. The influence of Sisters 
of Mercy began when she went to Our 
Lady of the Snows School in Methven, 
and then during her secondary school 
boarding years in Timaru. It was just 
six months after leaving school that 
she returned to Timaru for serious 
exploration of Mercy religious life. 
On 4 January 1949, Marie made her 

profession of vows and 
was known initially as 

Sister Mary Killian.

As a Sister of 
Mercy, Marie's 
ministry in 
Catholic schools 
in various roles 

as teacher, 

principal, and then board member 
spanned over 50 years. She began 
teaching on the West Coast, then 
around the city of Christchurch, and 
for a time in Timaru. Her interest and 
support for students and their families 
is remembered with gratitude, and 
her loyalty to school communities 
with which she was associated 
continued throughout her life. Marie 
was recognised by the New Zealand 
Catholic Principals Association with 
an Award for Outstanding Service to 
Catholic Education.

Overlapping with her school ministry 
and extending beyond, Marie was also 
a coordinator of renewal programmes 
for religious, a pastoral and parish 
worker, and involved in listening 
and healing ministries. Marie's heart 
of Mercy was centered in God, and 

this continued to be evident in her 
retirement ministries which included 
pastoral rounds with general visiting 
of parishioners, taking communion 
to the house bound, and regular 
visits to Rolleston Prison alongside 
the chaplain and local St Vincent 
de Paul group. Marie prayed often 
for people and she was active in 
responding to everyday practical 
needs. She comforted the elderly and 
stressed, distributed bread from the 
Mercy community house, tended her 
vegetable garden, and was generous 
when she was called on to share her 
artistic talents, by printing for others in 
her beautiful calligraphy style. Her skill 
with water colours was well known 
also. Marie lived her motto: Through 
Him, With Him, In Him. We thank God 
for her life among us and her presence 
in wider settings over the years.

Kia okioki ia i runga i te rangimarie. 
May Marie rest in peace.

Sr Mary Catherwood RSM“ Through Him, With Him, In Him.”
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Theresa comments: “I am excited 
to put all I have learned and my life 
experience into service at the John 
Paul II Centre for Life. I am part of 
a large Catholic, pro-life, home-
schooling family in Whakatane. I was 
blessed with parents who not only 
talked about the importance of the 
family but also modeled it in their 
day to day lives. Because of this, the 
mission of the JPII Centre “to build a 
culture which affirms life, marriage, 
and family” has always been very 
close to my heart.

I hope to bring to my new role, my 
experience as a Loving for Life 
facilitator in Catholic secondary 
schools around the country. We 
offer a sexuality and relationship 
programme, which aims to show forth 
the truth and beauty of the Church’s 
teaching. Having also attended several 
Theology of the Body courses, I am 
passionate about helping young 
adults to learn about the immense 
dignity of the human person. This 
teaching, developed by Pope John 
Paul II, does a great job of explaining 

why the human person has value and 
is made for fulfilling relationships with 
others and with God and what true 
love is.”

The John Paul II Centre for Life hosted 
its annual Mass of Remembrance 
on 9 November at St Teresa’s 
Church in Riccarton. This Mass took 
place to commemorate and pray 
for all children who died before 
or at birth and for their families. 
Theresa Klaassens reflected: “This 
was a beautiful and tangible way to 
acknowledge those who are not here 
with us today. Many families struggle 
to grieve properly, when there is no 
body to bury and no public way to 
mourn their loss, or to recognise the 
immensity of their loss. At the Mass 
of Remembrance, attendees had 
the opportunity to write the name 
of an unborn child in the Book of 
Remembrance, and to light a candle 
in acknowledgement of this life. The 
Mass was one of great peace and 
healing as attendees were assured of 
God’s love and mercy.”

The John Paul II Centre for Life is pleased to 
introduce its new Director, Theresa Klaassens. 
She is following on from the great work of 
Maria Schmetzer, who is retiring.

Gratitude from 
St Vincent de Paul
St Vincent de Paul Christchurch 
Area wishes to thank you for 
your support over the last year. 
This support comes by way 
of food, furniture, bedding, 
other items, the gift of time, 
and monetary donations. It is 
truly appreciated. Last year we 
helped 7,562 families or 20,500 
people. This year we will be on 
track to help a similar number. 
Your generosity cannot be 
underestimated in how much 
it helps us to help others. We 
wish you all a happy Christmas 
and all the best for 2023.

Robyn Casey - General Manager 
SVDP Christchurch Area

“ “to build a 
culture which affirms 
life, marriage and 
family” has always 
been a goal very 
close to my heart... 
I am very excited to 
take on this role.”

What’s New at JPII?
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“MARANATHA! Come Lord Jesus”
Living this Advent in 3-D, thanks to the Four Senses of Sacred Scripture

The Four Senses of Scripture
The early Christians very quickly came 
to see Christ in all the Scripture, under 
three lenses. Along with the literal 
sense, conveying the plain meaning, 
these have come to be called the 
"Four Senses of Scripture" and remain 
wonderful lights by which we can 
have a transformative encounter with 
the person of Christ in His holy word, 
thanks to the grace of the Holy Spirit.

caritas.org.nz
0800 22 10 22

Our Christmas Appeal supports the 
wider work of Caritas as we work 
towards building a world free of 

poverty and injustice.

Donate Online or by Phone

Share the aroha this Christmas. 
Donate to Caritas today.

As the dejected disciples walked 
to Emmaus, they unknowingly 
encountered the Risen Lord, who 
‘opened the Scriptures to them’ in a 
way that made their hearts burn like 
never before (cf. Lk. 24,32ff). They 
were familiar with the literal sense, 
where the prophets had promised a 
messiah who might deliver them from 
oppression in this world. But they were 
not ready for this meeting with Christ, 
who would completely transform 

their take on the Scriptures. We are 
told ‘He interpreted to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning 
Himself.’ It so happens that Christ 
fulfils every page of the Scriptures, 
and not simply by being the Messiah 
whom the prophets foretold. Indeed, 
every protagonist and event in the Old 
Testament in some way foreshadows 
Christ, who shows forth its deeper 
meaning. Thus, we can affirm with St 
Augustine that “the New Testament 
is in the Old concealed, and the Old 
Testament is in the New revealed.” 
Being the principal author of the 
Scriptures, God is able to use real 
events and people as if they were 
‘words’ conveying further meaning.

Adam is first of all Adam, but more 
significantly he prefigures Christ, who, 
when put to sleep on the cross, comes 
to behold the Bride formed from His 
pierced side as truly ‘flesh from his 
flesh.’ Noah and Moses truly led their 
people through water to salvation, but 
they are more significantly figures of 
Christ who longed for the baptism and 
Passover of His cross, by which He 
would lead His people from death to 
life. Similarly, the life of the psalmist 
David, who, as a shepherd of Israel, 
slayed the enemy and became king, 
truly sings about Christ the King 
whose reign over the house of David 
will have no end. 

Countless examples like this are familiar 
to us and these only begin to touch 
the surface of the spiritual meaning 
of the Sacred Scriptures, which itself 
has two further dimensions. The way 
in which Christ fulfils all the Scripture 
during his earthly life, constitutes the 
second sense of the Scripture (the 
‘allegorical’). It was perhaps not even 
the sense that most inflamed the 
burning hearts of the disciples. The 
third sense of Scripture is even more 
dynamic and personalised. It is the 
way that everything that has come 
true in Christ ‘the Head’ during His 
earthly life, must now be fulfilled in 
‘His Body the Church’, from Pentecost 
until He comes again. This is called 
the ‘moral’ sense of the Scriptures. 
The whole Church and each soul in 
the Church, must ‘follow the Lamb, 
wherever He goes’ and allow Christ’s 
victory of love to be applied in a 
personal way. Thus, the deepest 
meaning of our own earthly life, is the 
way in which Christ fulfils every word 
of the Scriptures right now, in our 
souls and in the whole Church through 
history, if only we be attentive and 
available to grace. All must enter into 
the mystery of spiritual fruitfulness as 
we embrace the relationship between 
the new Adam and His Bride the 
Church. We all must ‘pass over’ from 
death to life, being fed by the true 
manna from heaven, as we heed His 
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new law of love. Even the disciples on 
the way to Emmaus found themselves 
participating in a personalised way in 
Christ’s Eucharistic banquet, before 
they even knew it. He was applying His 
own mystery to them, even while He 
was teaching them about Himself.

The final spiritual sense of the 
Scriptures, the ‘anagogical,’ shows 
the way in which Christ ultimately and 
magnificently reveals His fulfilment 
of all Scripture at the end of time in 
glory, when God will be ‘all in all’. It 
is eschatological - in that it shows 
forth the end as a beacon of hope to 
spur on our striving. It involves lifting 
our eyes to the fulness of Christ’s 
victory on the cross in its full heavenly 
implications. One day, God willing, 
we will bear glorious witness to the 
transformative and victorious work of 
God’s love in our souls and marvel that 
the whole Christ, Head and members, 
fulfils all Scripture for the whole of 
eternity in splendid bliss.

Living Advent in 3-D 
- Let there be light
We could begin our Advent adventure 
with any Scripture, but let us launch 
with the words: “Let there be light, 
and there was light, and God saw that 
it was good.’ (Gen. 1,3). In the literal 
sense, God is indeed the author of 
physical light, which has an historical 
beginning. In the allegorical sense, 
God is commanding the Incarnation 
and indeed the Transfiguration and the 
Resurrection: ‘Let the light of the world 
come into our darkened world’. ‘Let the 
light of Christ overcome the darkness 
of sin on the cross’. In the moral sense, 
He is commanding the victory of truth 
and love within each of our souls and 

within His whole Body the Church: 
‘Let the Church become a light for the 
nations, a city on a hill, shining the light 
of Christ into the world’s darkness until 
the Son of Man returns.’ ‘Let Robert 
(or whatever your name is) enlighten 
the hearts of those around Him by 
bearing witness to Christ’s power to 
understand, transform, forgive, and 
heal.’ In the ‘anagogical’ sense, God 
is commanding the fulfilment of all 
things: ‘Let the whole of Creation come 
into the light of God, where there will 
be no need for sun or for moon seeing 
God and the Lamb will light the city.’ 

‘The people that walked in darkness 
have indeed seen a great light.’ Christ 
has come to earth; He has flooded our 
souls; He draws us towards eternal 
life with Him forever in His glorious 
light. How might we best facilitate this 
manifestation of light within us as we 
prepare for Christmas in a few weeks? 
What darkness must we ourselves 
emerge from? What forgiveness is 
needed - to be welcomed within our 

own repentant hearts or offered by us 
in order to illuminate the darkness of 
hurt, brokenness, and sin all around 
us? What do we need to bring to 
the light so that it might become 
light, through the sacrament of 
Reconciliation?

Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus! - in the 
Church, in our souls, in every heart, 
and in heavenly glory. Bless our efforts 
this Advent, however feeble, and 
through them, dispose us to be truly 
‘with God’, Who has given everything 
to be ‘God-with-us’.

Dr Robert Loretz

Dr Robert Loretz has recently graduated with 
a Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of 
Auckland specialising in virtue ethics. He has 
studied theology and philosophy at Good 
Shepherd Theological College in Auckland 
and at the Ecole St. Jean in France with the 
Community of St. John. He currently devotes 
his time to the Sanctuary of Fourviere, in 
North Canterbury, working closely with the 
Community of the Beatitudes to enhance 
the liturgical music and formation offered to 
visitors and retreatants.

Building Christchurch Landmarks
naylorlove.co.nz

Spark SquareTe Raekura Redcliffs SchoolSt Bede’s College Chapel

Paragon Apartments Ballantynes Redevelopment
Christ Church Cathedral 

Reinstatement

“Let there be light”

And there was light and 
God saw that the light was good
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Ko te Iriiringa - Baptism
Water has been used throughout history and cultures to communicate the sacred value of life, the spiritual 
dimension of purification, protection, and healing. Without the element of water, human life cannot survive.

There are many rituals around it which 
form important areas in the fabric of 
both Māori and Catholic life.

In what kaumatua Bob Te Miha calls 
the Māori GPS system, Māori identify 
themselves by identifying their 
mountain and their river. 

In Whanganui the people identify very 
closely with the Whanganui River thus:

“Ko au te awa, ko te awa ko au.” 
(I am the river and the river is me)

The awa has been used for centuries 
as a highway, as a source of food, 
for healing, and is seen as a spiritual 
ancestor.

It is not only a source of kai but also 
a spiritual home to Te Atihaunui a 
Paparangi. In 2017 Te Awa Tupua (The 
Whanganui River Claims Settlement 
Bill) was passed into law. The 
Whanganui River is recognised now as 
an indivisible living entity/being with 
rights just like a person.

The Jordan River was the spiritual home 
for the Jews of the Old Testament. It 
was where Elisha sent the Syrian Army 
Commander, Naaman, to bathe several 
times to rid himself of leprosy. It was 
also the place of the Baptism of Christ 
in the New Testament.

The ritual use of water, for cleansing 
or purification, was first written 

about in Numbers 8:7 where only a 
ceremonially clean person had the 
right to sprinkle the ceremonially 
unclean in Israel. The body and 
clothes had to be washed clean of any 
impurities before performing any act 
of devotion to God.

In Ezekiel 36:25, Ezekiel spoke thus: 
“I will sprinkle clean water on you and 
you will be clean. I will cleanse you 
from all your impurities and from all 
your idols”.

In the Catholic Church water is ritually 
blessed and serves as a spiritual 
symbol of God’s protection. We 
witness this when we see church 
goers dip their fingers of their right 
hand into holy water and bless 
themselves upon entering and 
departing Church.

We see this same gesture in Māoridom 
at tangihanga when people depart 
the whare, sprinkling themselves 

with water provided at the entrance 
and again when leaving the urupā 
(cemetery) - a ritual cleansing of tapu.

In the Sacrament of Baptism, Ko te 
Hakarameta o te Iriiringa, within the 
Catholic Church, the child/adult is 
ceremonially sprinkled with Holy 
Water to become a new being in Christ. 
In a Māori naming ceremony the child 
is taken to a particular stream and 
ritually blessed in clean running water.

At Te Rangimārie when we offer Iriiringa, 
whānau are given the choice of bringing 
water from their awa to use in the 
ceremony. This provides the child with 
the link to their whakapapa, back to their 
kainga. This connection is a very important 
spiritual connection for whānau.

In a similar way, if a person is buried 
away from their tribal land, water from 
their awa and earth from their maunga 
is often buried with them at the urupā.

The health of the awa is very 
important. If the awa is unwell so too 
will be the people.

This illness affects not just the food 
source, but the spiritual well being of 
the iwi.

As pollution affects our waterways, 
there are consequences for all of us. 
Water is the source of life, given to us 
freely by the Creator. It has protected 
us in our traditions but are we 
protecting it? As this gift is desecrated 
and abused, we are the poorer for it.

He huahua te kai? E, he wai te kai. 
Are preserved birds the best food? 

Ah no! Water is.

Barbara Te Miha

+64 3 339 9940
cavell.co.nz

Move with
confi dence
However you’re stuck, we are a Christchurch
law fi rm that is here to help, not make it harder.
That’s why our legal advice is simple to understand 
with a clear point of view, so you can make decisions 
you’re sure about and get moving again.
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Now and at the hour of our death
It is the season when angels appear adorning nativity scenes, Christmas cards, and trees.

In Scripture, angels are companions at critical moments bringing messages from God. They are at the annunciation, 
Jesus's birth, and the flight into Egypt, and appear to Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and the magi.

Recently, I was struck by this 
statement made by Fr Maximos, an 
Orthodox monk: "Our guardian angels 
will be present during the time when 
our souls will exit this world and 
abandon the material body. They will 
be there at that moment to offer us 
solace and support during that difficult 
transition and then help us adjust to 
the realms of the spirits when our soul 
will be directed toward God."

I found the idea of my guardian angel 
being present at the hour of my death 
to be incredibly consoling. I should 
not be surprised that our loving God 
wants to tend to us at this very sacred 
moment. At this solitary time, having 
our guardian angel tend us is such a 
compassionate gesture on God's part.

Contemplating our own death is not 
something most of us do. However, 
it can be a spiritual practice. In Latin, 
this is called memento mori and is the 
practice of remembering that you will 
die. Ash Wednesday, when we receive 
the ashes on our forehead, the place 
of remembering, is one such practice. 
Hearing the words that remind us that 
we are dust and will return to dust 
may be morbid, but paradoxically it is 
an invitation to reclaim the precious 
gift of our life and re-orient ourselves 
toward Love.

Over the last thousand years this 
prayer, attributed to St Anselm, has 
been prayed by or for children to 
guardian angels. It is still a reassuring 
prayer.

2 October is the feast of the Guardian Angels. 
This prayer is taken from the Office for that feast day: 

“Lord God of hosts, in your all-wise providence 
you send angels to guard and protect us. 
Surround us with their watchful care on earth, 
and give us the joy of their company 
forever in heaven.”

“Angel of God, my guardian dear, 
to whom God’s love commits me here,
ever this day be at my side, 
to light and guard and rule and guide. 
Amen”
Belief in the existence of angels can 
be reassuring when we understand 
their desire to journey with us and to 
help us carry out our particular and 
unique part in God's mission. If you are 
receptive and serious in your search 
for God, angels are welcome kaitiaki 
on your journey towards the Light of 
Christ.

Trish O'Donnell (Christchurch East 
Parish and Spiritual Director)

On behalf of the Christchurch Diocesan 
Spiritual Directors Group Whakakōingo 
o te Ngakau: The Yearning Heart

Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.hannbuilt.co.nz - 03 344 5951
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Tim Wilson wraps up 
Catholic Business Network event  calendar
Journalist, broadcaster, and Chief Executive of Maxim Institute Tim Wilson 
entertained a large audience at the final Catholic Business Network (CBN) 
luncheon for 2022 at the Christchurch Town Hall on 21 October.

The re-arranged event was well 

attended, and guests were treated to 

a wonderful lunch and invigorating 

presentation by Mr Wilson. Diocesan 

General Manager, Simon Thompson, 

acted as compere, and Bishop 

Michael led us in prayer. Mr Wilson 

discussed the successes of his career, 

but did so in the context of how the 

experience of failure in his life and 

faith had moulded him and made him 

more resilient. In what was at times 

an emotional conversation, Mr Wilson 

reflected that failure creates fortitude 

in all of us. He came to Catholicism 

later in life, when he was seeking a 

fulfillment he had not yet been able 

to achieve. Mr Wilson's honest and 

open reflection on his existence, 

before and after finding his faith, 

affected the audience deeply. This 

final CBN luncheon event for 2022 

raised money for Caritas Aotearoa, and 

was generously sponsored by Cavell 

Leitch.

Contact Damian Powick for a conversation in confi dence about leaving a gift
on 03 366 9869 or email legacies@chch.catholic.org.nz

Is your Will up-to-date?

Are you considering a bequest to the diocese?

You can strengthen the Church and its mission by 
supporting seminarians, the clergy, the faithful, youth 
ministries, Catholic education, and our new Cathedral.
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Tim Wilson wraps up 
Catholic Business Network event  calendar Bishop Michael has launched his first Bishop’s Care Appeal in the 

Diocese. The Appeal has been running annually during Advent since 
2018. Over this time, Appeal donors have had a significant impact on 
the lives of thousands of Catholics. 

Proceeds from this appeal are used to support underprivileged 
individuals, as well as Catholic care agencies and grassroots initiatives 
providing food, housing, counselling, and support in the community. 
Bishop Michael allocates the donated funds to areas of greatest need 
throughout the year.

This year the appeal will also raise awareness of the needs of those 
in the community who are served by Catholic Social Services (CSS) - 
needs which are supported through this appeal.

Did you know, CSS distributes food parcels to families who could do 
with a helping hand? In the last financial year, 300 food parcels - over 
$15,000 worth of food items - were distributed to 262 families. 

CSS provides free one-on-one counselling for individual adults, 
couples, and families (the latter revolving around the child). CSS runs 
a total of six different programmes for adults and children for things 
ranging from anxiety to anger management and parenting.

As of October, CSS also offers psychology services in our schools, 
promoting mental and emotional wellbeing, as well as encouraging 
and enhancing family relationships. 

Bishop Michael said, “As the year of 2022 ends, I hope all of us will 
continue to reflect thoughtfully and generously so that we may 
continue to respond to those in need in the community.”

The Bishop’s Care Appeal 2022 was officially launched in all parishes 
in the Diocese on Sunday 27 November.

Donations can be made online or using the Bishop’s Care Appeal 
envelopes available in parishes - by credit card, direct deposit, or cash. 
For more information and to make a donation online, please visit: 
www.chchcatholic.nz.

Launch of 
Bishop’s Care Appeal 2022

Donate Online

The CBN aims to provide an 

opportunity for the Catholic business 

community in the Christchurch 

Diocese to gather and share ideas and 

contacts and learn from prominent 

Catholic-influenced thought leaders, 

business people, and personalities. 

Anyone is welcome to attend, and 

we hope to broaden our community 

and provide a platform for catholic-

affiliated businesses within the diocese 

to grow through our new website and 

business directory, as well as hosted 

events.

We are working on our 2023 

programme and 2023 Memberships 

are now available. Luncheon events 

are planned for March, June and 

August. For more information, visit 

www.cbn.nz. Sign up for our newsletter 

there too. After a couple of covid-

interrupted years, the CBN hopes to 

return to a more stable calendar next 

year.
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Welcoming Bishop Gielen
to Golden Catholics

Our bishop had returned from Rome 
and the Vatican just days before 
our gathering. It was a treat for us to 
hear of our bishop’s time there. The 
seminar’s busy schedule consisted of 
six lectures per day. These covered the 
various aspects of a bishop’s vocation: 
religious life, finances, relationship 
with the Vatican, and evangelisation, to 
name just a few topics. 

The bishop shared the experiences 
of his fellow bishops from Africa, Asia, 
America, and Oceania. He shared 
sobering tales of kidnapping and 
poverty, reports of the effects of 
Covid-19 on international communities, 
and a joyful story of a bishop who 
had the privilege of celebrating the 
confirmation of 600 young people.

We heard of the beauty and grandeur 
of the Pontifical College of St Paul the 
Apostle, celebrating Mass in St Peter’s 

Basilica, and experiencing Rome’s 
summer heat. Everyone remained 
captivated as our bishop shared 
a highlight of his life, his audience 
with Pope Francis in the Vatican’s 
Clementine Hall.

A light lunch followed, offering a 
chance to meet with old friends and 
make new ones. As Trish Fitzgerald 
mused, “What a great joy to have the 
bishop celebrate the Mass with us all 
and see lots of friends again.” First-time 
Golden Catholic Jo-Ann O’Loughlin 
agreed, “I am so pleased I went... a 
beautiful Mass and very interesting 
talk by the bishop...not to mention a 
delicious lunch.” 

Golden Catholics come together 
several times a year to share fellowship 
and food while hearing from speakers 
from around the diocese, whose 
insight is deemed of value. The Golden 
Catholics team remains very thankful 
to the diocese for helping coordinate 
these events. To attend the 2023 events 
or find out about setting up a group in 
your area of the diocese, please call 
Cathedral House at 0800 403 863 or 
e-mail receptionists@cdoc.nz.

Prayer for Bishop Michael 
Eternal God, our Shepherd and Guide

We bless and thank you for the 
appointment of your servant, Michael 
Gielen, as 11th Bishop of Christchurch.  

May your Holy Spirit grant him with 
the gifts of wisdom and strength, 
gentleness and compassion, as he 
leads our diocese.  

May he be a shepherd after your 
own heart, who will walk in your 
ways and, with loving care, watch 
over your people.  

As 'Golden Catholics' may we 
welcome him joyfully into our 
Diocesan community, now entrusted 
to his care and leadership.  

May we, as the 'older' Body of Christ 
in the Christchurch Diocese, through 
our prayer and support, together 
bear witness to Christ and the 
building up of your kingdom.  

We ask this through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

St John the Baptist, pray for us.

In October, Golden Catholics were delighted to come together for Mass 
and to hear of Bishop Michael’s recent time in Rome at the ‘Seminar for 
New Bishops.’

We were entertained and engaged as Bishop Michael shared stories 
of his colleagues from around the region
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Where possible, the CDF supported 
events aimed at uniting and 
strengthening communities, bringing 
joy to many who may not have seen 
one another for several months. 

The CDF also continued support for 
Catholic organisations whose role is to 
care for children, youth, families, and 
those isolated from them. Also, for the 
formation of diocesan priests.

We’re delighted to share a few 
snapshots of 2022 and take this 
chance to thank CDF members for 
their continued commitment to invest 
in the good of the diocese. 

As Covid restrictions eased and the hiatus ended, we celebrated by gathering again. 

Jubilate singers

Gonzaga Youth Ball

Ordination of Deacon Monty 
Bamford to the priesthood
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The new St Mary’s Church replaces 

the original church, built 132 years 

ago and damaged beyond repair in 

the 2011 Canterbury earthquake.

The small Pleasant Point church is 

the third the Christchurch diocese 

has rebuilt following the earthquake.

Several features of the previous 

church were installed in the new 

building, including three stained-

glass windows, the altar, the 

tabernacle, statues, and pews, the 

Timaru Herald reported.

“It is part of tradition to include 

aspects of the old church into the 

new one, not building materials, 

apart from, in this case, the stained 

windows,” said the director of 

the bishop’s pastoral office, Mike 

Stopforth.

“Some members of the community 

repaired, cleaned up, and re-stained 

A new Catholic church at Pleasant Point in South Canterbury was packed with parishioners 
for its dedication by Christchurch Bishop Michael Gielen on October 8.

A new Church for Pleasant Point

the pews, so they have a new lease 

of life.” 

Building the original church cost 

750 pounds (worth $213,154 today, 

according to an inflation calculator). 

The new church cost $1.073 million.

Pleasant Point is part of the St Mary 

Mackillop Parish, Opihi, which includes 

churches in Temuka and Geraldine.

NZ Catholic Staff


