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My greetings to you as we come to the end of this year and as we prepare to celebrate the great mystery of God 
coming among us in the Christ child.

from archbishop Paul

What a challenging year this has been for so many. The 
uncertainty that the Covid-19 virus has brought to our lives 
and what we thought was a normal way of living, has made 
us stop and look again at what is truly important. We are 
reminded of our own mortality, and that there are things we 
cannot always control. This can be very humbling for us and 
at times, we wonder why it is happening.

As people of faith who believe in a God who loves us, and 
who understand that we are not in control, we are reminded 
that what truly matters is the simple but challenging call 
of Jesus to love God with our whole heart, soul, and mind, 
and to love our neighbour as ourselves. When we love God, 
neighbour, and self, then we can face the challenges life 
brings with hope that God is with us, that suffering is part 
of the reality of human existence, and that we know we 
are here on this earth preparing for an even better world, 
the heavenly kingdom. This is what the joy of Christmas is 
about. The coming of the Christ child marks God’s physical 
presence on this earth, and the life, death, and resurrection 
of his Son sets us free from sin. We are then able to 
experience the possibility of eternal life. This is indeed a 
time to celebrate.

For many in our country, it will be a time when they will not 
be able to celebrate Christmas with those who are dearest 
to them. We remember them in their sadness, and we must 

support them in any way we can. For others, this will be 
the first Christmas without loved ones who have died, and 
whose funerals were limited by Covid restrictions. For yet 
others, it is a time of anxiety because of fear of Covid or 
worry about vaccination. We remember them also, and do 
all we can to support them.

These are challenging times for many, and our call as 
Christian people is to continue finding ways to support one 
another and care for those who are struggling. This also 
applies to our practical care for those who are financially 
stressed. I know that many of you give generously in this 
way at this time.

In these trying times, we are working at developing ‘Our 
Faith, Our Future’. Those parish communities formed in 2020 
have been coming together to build new communities of 
faith. They do so amid the reality of limited numbers able to 
attend Mass. Yet, there are seeds and signs of new life and 
growth. Many parishes are running Alpha groups; finding 
ways of helping people to connect to or further deepen 
their faith lives. Leadership teams are being established, 
and groups being formed to support people in their 
lives and in their faith. It has not been easy to do, but it is 
encouraging to see. We must do this if we are to be a place 
where people can grow in holiness, develop community, 
and be inspired to go out and proclaim the Gospel.

Confirmations were held over three Masses in Chch South Parish, to abide by alert level restrictions

Confirmation in the Diocese
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My thanks to those of you who are feeding into the Synod 
on Synodality. Thankfully the Holy See is giving us more 
time for the initial diocesan feedback process, reducing 
pressure to complete this stage so soon. I do encourage 
you in your parish, school, or other groups, to feedback to 
the questions asked. We also want to hear from people who 
are no longer associated with the Church. Think of those 
you know who might appreciate making a contribution, and 
encourage them to do so. This is the biggest consultation 
the Church has ever engaged in, and some are saying, that 
the world has ever seen. We do want people to have the 
opportunity to take part in it.

We are all coming to terms with the requirements issued by 
the government for vaccine mandates. The New Zealand 
Bishops have spent a lot of time talking and reflecting on 
what this means for us as a faith community. We know it is 
a challenging area. We are working to see that we can care 
for all our people, while also abiding by the requirements of 
the law of our country. Please be patient with one another in 
this matter. Please support each other during these difficult 
times.

The Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care 
continues its work. As a Church community, we are working 
with them to ensure that any wrongs of the past are 
addressed and that we have good processes in place to 
safeguard people today. It is a sad reality of our past that 
men and women representing the Church did wrong. Those 
who were trusted, abused the trust of those in their care, 

especially the young and vulnerable. Early next year, the 
Royal Commission will be conducting a case study into the 
Marylands Institute and the Hebron Trust, both of which 
were part of our diocese. This is an extremely sad piece of 
the history of our diocese. What took place there was tragic 
for those who were placed in the care of the Church. Please 
pray for all involved in this inquiry over the coming months.

I am very grateful for the support of so many of you this 
year, as we await the appointment of a new bishop. You 
know, as well as I do, that this process does not happen 
quickly. As Apostolic Administrator for the Christchurch 
Diocese, I continue to follow through with what had been 
put in place before my appointment to Wellington. This will 
continue until such time as a new bishop is appointed. I 
know you are praying for this intention and I encourage you 
to continue doing so. I also appreciate your prayers for me 
at this time, I do need them.

May you be blessed this Christmas and may your time with 
family and friends be enjoyable and graced by the mystery 
of Christmas.

In Christ

+ Paul Martin SM 
Apostolic Administrator - Catholic Diocese of Christchurch

Catholic Parish of Chch East Confirmation

North parish First Holy Communion families support the work of 
Catholic Social Services through generous donations to their Food Bank.

these are challenging times 
for many, and our call as Christian 
people is to continue finding ways 
to support one another and care 
for those who are struggling.
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issue 130 - advent 2021

Nga mihi nui
from the editorial desk
Welcome to Inform Issue 130, our 
Advent edition. My thanks to all who 
submitted stories to Inform in 2021. It 
is a great blessing to see how our faith 
continues to give us strength in this 
very trying time.

Inform Issue 130 looks back over 
the last three months of Catholic 
life in our diocese. There is much to 
be found in these pages. St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral hosted the ordination 
of three men to the diaconate. We 
profile this happy day and rejoice 
that Monty Bamford is now ordained 
a transitional deacon on his way to 
ministerial priesthood. Karen Meehan 
of Mid Canterbury offers us a beautiful 
Advent reflection focussing on St 
Joseph. 2021 has seen a number 
of new principals appointed to our 
Catholic schools and we are pleased 
to introduce them to you. With the 
deeply sad passing into law of the 
so-called End of Life Choice Bill, Fr 
Ben D’souza proposes a profoundly 
Catholic response to this reality.

Let us give thanks for all the 
blessings and challenges of 2021 and 
prepare for the coming of our Lord 
at Christmas and at the end of time. 
“Maranatha, come Lord Jesus.”

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

The diocesan website:

www.chchcatholic.nz
lists information about parishes, 
Mass times, diocesan news and 

events. Parishes, schools and 
church groups are welcome 

to advertise events.

Please email mstopforth@cdoc.nz

Privacy, 
the Catholic Church, and You
Changes to the Privacy Act, which came into effect on 1 December 2020, 
have a range of implications for the Church. These affect how the Church 
continues to collect and use personal information, and the rights we each 
have to the protection of our own personal information.

For many businesses and 
organisations in New Zealand, 
privacy has received a lot of attention 
following the revision of the privacy 
legislation, to reflect technological 
changes in how personal information 
can be collected, stored, and used.

Personal information is any information 
that can be used to identify you. This 
includes your name, birth details, 
contact details, voice recordings, and 
pictures or video recordings of you. 
Personal information can be provided 
through forms, emails, texts, media, 
even conversations. Organisations 
holding personal information have 
legal responsibilities to protect it.

The Church's moral responsibilities 
and duties go much deeper than any 
civil law responsibility. As Catholics, 
we believe that we are all made in the 
image of God, and therefore every 
human being deserves to be treated 
with respect and dignity.

"So in everything, do to others what 
you would have them do to you, for this 
sums up the Law and the Prophets."

Matthew 7:12

The right to privacy and protection 
of reputation is articulated in the 
Church's Canon law, particularly canon 
220. Canon 221 protects the right to 
good reputation and privacy of all 
the Christian faithful, and provides 
an avenue of recourse for those who 
need to vindicate those rights .

Under the revised legislation, the 
Privacy Commissioner also has 
powers to issue compliance notices, 
and fine organisations for non-
compliance with the Act. It is now a 
criminal act to mislead an organisation 
by impersonating someone, or 
pretending to have their authority 
to gain access to their personal 
information. The Act also protects your 
right to make a complaint if you feel 
your privacy has been breached by an 
organisation.

If you have any concerns about 
privacy and would appreciate further 
information, please contact the 
Christchurch Diocesan Privacy Officer, 
Triona Doocey, at tdoocey@cdoc.nz.

Organisations should view privacy 
responsibilities as part of their overall 
management of security and confidentiality.

Following the Christchurch Safeguarding Starter Day, a similar training day for safeguarding 
was held in Hokitika for West Coast parishes in early November. The course was led by 
Clodagh Ward, the Christchurch Diocese Safeguarding Officer, and kick started the online 
course Safeguarding in the Catholic Church in Aotearoa New Zealand (SCCANZ).
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Mr Thompson comes to us having 
most recently been Manager of 
Strategy and Planning at Otakaro 
Limited, the Crown company 
responsible for the construction and 
operation of Te Pae, New Zealand’s 
newest large-scale convention centre.

Simon Thompson is originally from 
KwaZulu-Natal, a coastal province 
of South Africa, and grew up there in 
the dying days of Apartheid. It was 
an interesting period of time to be 
growing up in South Africa with the 
turbulent transition of power from the 
old regime to the new. “My town of 
Richmond saw its fair share of political 
violence during that period”.

Mr Thompson has a lively Christian 
faith. He has an Anglican background, 
coming from the most English 
province of South Africa, but his family 
became involved in a Pentecostal 
church in his early days. “I now attend 
Life Church in Lincoln as my faith is 
very much part of my life. At the end 
of the day, we are all Christians. While 
we may go about our worship of 
God in different ways, Christ is at the 
centre for all of us. I am honoured to 
be working for the Catholic Church, to 
support its mission and represent it as 
part of my role. It is wonderful to know 
that in this work, everything we plan 
and do is ultimately in the service of 
the Lord and for his people.”

Inform noted that Mr Thompson 
was coming to us at a time of 
great change. “With ‘Our Faith, Our 
Future’ under way, I am pleased 
to do what I can to assist in the 
change and regeneration being 
undertaken in the diocese. While 
I come into this position at a time 
when many things are happening, 
all the building blocks are in place. 
In today’s environment, you have to 
embrace change, you can’t be afraid 
of it. However, I am not interested 
in change for its own sake or if the 
Church’s traditions are lost at the 
same time. You make whatever 
changes you need to, while still 
honoring traditions and what is 
important.”

“I see my job as helping to take 
us forward. I have worked to help 
develop community space for 

people to use and bring vibrancy 
back into Christchurch City. I have 
an appreciation for the need to build 
strong, trust-based relationships, and 
am looking forward to doing so.”

No discussion could be had between 
a New Zealander and a South 
African without rugby coming up in 
conversation. “I am an avid Springbok 
rugby supporter. I’ve lost lots of 
bets on rugby over my time in New 
Zealand, but just recently I’ve been 
winning a few, so I’m quite happy. 
You’re only as good as your last 
game...”

We wish Mr Thompson every 
blessing in his work. He is looking 
forward to meeting us in the coming 
months and we look forward to what 
we can achieve together.
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In our last issue of Inform, Archbishop Paul farewelled and thanked 
Andy Doherty for his six years of service as Diocesan General Manager. 
In this issue, we are pleased to welcome Simon Thompson, who was 
appointed to this role in late September and began working for the 
diocese on 1 November.

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch
Monday - Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm, Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm

03 366 2853          catholicshop@cdoc.nz          thecatholicshopchch          thecatholicshopchch

� ank you for your support this year, we appreciate it.

We wish you a blessed and safe festive season
and all the very best for 2022.

Nativity Statue Hope Plaque

“I am not interested in change for its own sake or 
if the Church’s traditions are lost at the same time. 

You make whatever changes you need to, 
while still honoring traditions and what is important.”

- Simon Thompson, Diocesan General Manager

Christchurch Diocese Welcomes
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Pope Francis has invited the People of God to participate in a worldwide 
process of discernment in the lead up to the 2023 Synod of Bishops. A 
synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, journeys together.

The Diocesan Process phase of 
reflection and discernment which we 
have begun, has been extended until 
29 April 2022. In your parish or through 
other groups, you are invited to 
participate in this global synod journey 
which is “first and foremost a spiritual 
process” as we listen to the Holy Spirit. 
During October, Mike Stopforth and 
Spiritual Directors worked together to 
offer training sessions for facilitators 
from parishes and other groups, so 
that the discernment process can 
be offered in their local area. Three 
people who attended this training 
share their experience.

Sarah Campbell 
(Villa Maria College):

“With a small group of Spiritual 
Directors, I had the privilege of 
leading parish facilitators in a process 
which encourages people to listen 
to their hearts and to each other, 
responding to Pope Francis’s question, 
“What does journeying together as 
Church mean to you?” This process 
has allowed people to share their 
experiences of ‘Church.’ Each person 
told a story about where they come 
from, where they are now, and their 
hopes for the future. I have been 
touched by people’s honesty. All of 
these stories have involved pain and 
joy, with a focus on hope for a better 

future. I encourage you all to seize this 
opportunity. The dialogue happening 
in parishes is a beautiful way to build 
community through sharing our 
stories and sharing our dreams. It is 
an honour to listen to other people’s 
experiences.”

Martin James 
(Parish of Christchurch East):

“This synod is a powerful opportunity 
to shape a church for the future. Two 
fundamental questions are being 
put to us: How is this journeying 
together happening today in your 
particular Church? What steps does 
the Spirit invite us to take in order to 
grow in our journeying together? The 
process we followed was to model 
the one that we could use with our 
parishioners with the focus on prayer 
and discernment.

We broke into small groups, prayed, 
listened, reflected, listened, and 
listened again. At the end of the 
session each group presented the 
resonating ideas. I was surprised 
that almost identical themes kept 
appearing.

The leadership was very gentle and 
surprisingly open to new ideas. The 
people gathered gave me great hope 
for the future of the Catholic Church. I 
pray that the Holy Spirit will guide the 

Church to embrace the changes that 
will spring from this synod.”

Kathleen Gallagher 
(Parish of Christchurch South):

“I participated in the gathering 
at Christ the King called by Mike 
Stopforth in which we were led by 
Kathleen Rushton RSM and Kevin 
Gallagher in karakia and korero and 
then worked in groups of five for 45 
minutes. We discussed where we 
had come from with regard to our 
experience of the Catholic Church, 
and then where we would like things 
to go. We had a diverse range of 
experiences and backgrounds, were 
all able to listen with respect and 
thoughtful response, and together 
come up with suggestions. If this 
synod is to truly be of the people of 
God, it will include all of the people 
of God at every level. We are all 
people of God - manawhenua, priests, 
refugees, disabled, married, religious, 
disaffected, bishops... God speaks 
through each and every one of us.”

diocesan contact for the synod
Mike Stopforth 
Email: mstopforth@cdoc.nz 
Phone: 027 5398 542

Beginning the Synod 23 
Diocesan Process
- Facilitator Training

Diocesan Process 

November 2021 29 April 2022 May 2022 May 2022 10 June 2022


Local discussions begin, 
online survey launched


Closing date for 

feedback


Diocesan

submission drafted

 
Diocesan

pre-synodal meeting


Diocesan submissions provided

to NZ Bishops’ Conference

National Process 
June - July 2022 August 2022


Drafting of

Bishops’ Conference synthesis

 
Bishops’ Conference synthesis is sent to the General 
Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops in Rome along 

with the contributions of each of the dioceses

The timeframe for the Synod Process has been extended!

chchcatholic.nz/synod
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The Ministry of Deacon

The sacrament of Holy Orders is one of the seven 
sacraments of the Catholic Church. The sacrament 
of Holy Orders has three degrees - deacon, 
priest, and bishop. The degrees of ordination are 
cumulative. A man must be ordained a deacon 
before being ordained a priest, and as a priest before 
being ordained a bishop. The ministry of deacon 
is expressed in two ways. Transitional deacons will 
eventually be ordained as priests. Permanent deacons 
remain as deacons throughout their lives.

We can get an idea of the ministry of the deacon by 
looking at the origin of the word. The English word 
‘deacon’ comes from the Greek word diákonos, which 
means ‘servant’ or ‘minister.’ Unlike bishops and 
priests, who act in the person of Christ the head by 
teaching, governing, and sanctifying the Church, the 
deacon acts in the person of Christ the servant “who 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). This is a subtle 
distinction but an important one. The ministry of the 
deacon is at the service of those who participate in 
the ministerial priesthood of Christ and those who 
participate in his baptismal priesthood. The deacon 
supports both the lay and ordained ministries.

We can see the ministry of deacon foreshadowed 
in the Book of Numbers where the tribe of Levi is 
set apart and put at the service of Aaron and the 

congregation in the Tent of Meeting 
(Numbers 3: 5-9). In the Acts of the 
Apostles we see this ministry of 
diákonos formally established when 
“seven men of good standing, full 

of the Holy Spirit and of wisdom” are chosen to assist 
with the daily distribution of food amongst the early 
Christian community (Acts 6: 1-6).

These passages of scripture underpin the ministry of 
the deacon in the Church today. Practically speaking, 
the deacon is at the service of the liturgy, of the 
word and of charity. He can baptise infants, assist at 
and bless marriages on behalf of the Church, and 
officiate at the Church’s funeral and burial rites. The 
deacon is an ordinary minister of Holy Communion 
and is charged with bringing viaticum to the dying. 
At Mass, he proclaims the gospel, announces the 
intentions of the prayer of the faithful, ministers to 
the priest, prepares the altar, distributes the precious 
blood, and gives instructions to the assembly. He 
may also preach the homily. In addition, the deacon 
may preside at public celebrations of the Liturgy 
of the Hours and other liturgical celebrations (e.g. 
benediction), and he may impart blessings to certain 
people and objects.

During the preparation of the gifts at Mass, the 
deacon prays this little prayer as he pours wine and 
a little water into the chalice, saying: By the mystery 
of the water and wine, may we come to share in the 
divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in our 
humanity.

May we all keep growing in the divinity of Christ as we 
prepare to celebrate the coming of his humanity at 
Christmas.

Rev Monty Bamford 
Transitional Deacon, Catholic Diocese of Christchurch

7

Frequently asked questions of me as a deacon include: "What is the difference between a deacon and 
a priest? What can a priest do that a deacon can't?" In this article, I attempt to answer these questions.

‘Walking Together as Church’

“Celebrating a Synod means walking on the same road, walking together.  Let us look at Jesus.
First, he encounters the rich man on the road; he then listens to his questions, and fi nally he helps him

discern what he must do to inherit eternal life.  Encounter, listen and discern.” 1

All of Us ‘The People of God’ are invited by Pope Francis engage in this Synod.
To listen and discern a way forward together as Church.

Please register for one of the two opportunities below to gather with others to
encounter, listen and discern together.

Includes small group conversation.

Register @  jclarke@cdoc.nz      03 366 9869
More info      chchcatholic.nz/synod or contact
Mike Stopforth      0275398542 @  mstopforth@cdoc.nz

Tuesday 15 February 6.30pm to 9.00pm or Sunday 6 March 6.30pm to 9.00pm
@ Christ the King Pastoral Centre, Burnside

“the deacon acts in the person of Christ the servant “who came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many””

(Matthew 20:28)
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“Last year when Bishop Basil Meeking 
died, he was buried clothed in a 
deacon’s dalmatic, then covered by 
a chasuble and then with the mitre of 
the bishop. It was a symbolic action 
which captured a very powerful reality 
of his life, and the lives of those who 
are called to ministry in the Church in 
ordination. The first ordination is the 
one we are celebrating this day, that 
of the deacon. It is right that on this 
day, we reflect on what it is that Adam, 
Alfred, and Monty are taking on when 
they are ordained to this order in the 
Church. For while we know that they 
will, in the future, go on to be ordained 
priests, the order of deacons has a 
fundamental nature, which will sit with 
them for the rest of their lives and 
hopefully, shape how they think and 
act.”

“There are two commitments these 
deacons make which are different 
from many of God’s people. The 
deacon is to be a man who prays on 
behalf of his brothers and sisters to 
God. The promise to pray the Divine 

Office of the Church, to mark the 
points in the day with prayer, is a 
serious commitment. The deacon, in 
praying the Office, brings the prayers 
and needs of God’s people before 
the Lord and also more importantly, 
marks the day with times of praise and 
thanks to God for who he is and all he 
has done for his people. The deacon, 
in taking on this prayer ministry for 
God’s people, joins all those who do 
this each day and together, we pray on 
behalf of our brothers and sisters who 
may not be able to pray, or who may 
be encumbered by strife, or who may 
be struggling. This is an important part 
of the promise of the deacon and one 
which he will continue with for the rest 
of his life, regardless of which state he 
may later join.”

“The second reality is his commitment 
to living a celibate life. Much is talked 
about in our world today about the 
demands of celibacy. However, not 
enough is said of the gifts that it 
brings. These men who are ordained 
today, are committing themselves 

to being celibate for the sake of the 
kingdom of God. Why do they do this? 
Because in choosing this life, they 
are making their primary relationship 
in life, that of being one with Christ. 
He is the exclusive and primary focus 
of their energy and love. It is the 
choosing of a way of life which allows 
the deacon to be free for the gospel, 
to go wherever he is needed, to be 
able to respond with full attention to 
the needs of his brothers and sisters. 
It also allows him to love charitably all 
of God’s people; it is a consecration 
to Christ in a special way and when 
lived well, embedded in a life of prayer 
and healthy and loving relationships 
with God’s people, it is a beautiful 
expression of God’s deep love for us.”

“We pray today for you men as you 
embark on this journey for the rest of 
your lives. Adam, Alfred, and Monty, 
you have responded to God’s call to 
you to follow him as a minister of the 
Church, and in coming here today 
for ordination as deacons you are 
continuing on a path that will lead 
you to priesthood. I encourage you to 
really make the most of this time of 
being a deacon, for it is the foundation 
of your life of service. Take the time to 
thank God for the gift of this state, and 
to really embrace all that it means in 
the coming months. Know that your 
generosity in coming here today is a 
significant point in a journey of faith 

On 3 October 2021, Monty Bamford (Christchurch), Adam Kirkeby 
(Hamilton), and Alfred Tong (Wellington) were ordained to the Sacred 
Order of Deacons for their respective dioceses in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
by Archbishop Paul. We take the following excerpts from his homily:

“I encourage you to really make  the most of this time of being a deacon,
for it is the foundation of your life of service”
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“I encourage you to really make  the most of this time of being a deacon,
for it is the foundation of your life of service”

which you have undertaken and in 
which you have trusted in God’s plan 
for you. You have embraced the call to 
be servants and have taken seriously 
the commission to go out and bear 
fruit, so that your brothers and sisters 
may know the Good News of Jesus 
Christ as well. May all you have learnt 
over the years of formation come to 
fruition now, in the reality of the lives of 
the people you will meet and minister 
to and with. Keep looking for the signs 
that God will give you through the 
people to whom you will serve, and 
trust that God will give you the words 
you need when you are struggling and 
the grace to do whatever he asks of 
you.

We gather here today, a much smaller 
gathering than might have happened 
if circumstances were different, in 
support and love for you. Your families 
are here, continuing to support you 
as they have done all your lives, and 
people from your respective dioceses 
are here representing all those who 
you have worked with and will work 
with in future. These ordinations 
today are taking place in a humble 
setting, but in a strange way, it is 
an appropriate symbol of what we 
are called to be our whole lives as 
ministers, for it is not about us but 
about God and on this day, we pray for 
you, that this will be the case for the 
rest of your lives.

May this day mark a new stage in a 
life of service, of growing in holiness, 
in being Christ to your brothers and 
sisters through the ministry of the 
Church. We rejoice with you today, and 
we look forward to sharing this journey 
of faith with you in the years to come.”
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“Frank had a favourite prayer, it’s 
one he used when he got up in the 
morning, before he said his Divine 
Office, before Mass, and before he 
went to sleep at night. “Give praise to 
the Creator, to the Son, Jesus Christ 
the Lord, to the Spirit who dwells in 
our hearts.”

Frank loved the Psalms. His favourite 
psalms were 113 and 117. The Mass 
was the centre of his day. In it he re-
lived his redemption, his friendship 
with God, and received him into 
his heart. Mass was the great daily 
stepping-stone on his journey to his 
creator. Frank never appeared very 
holy and yet deep down, he had a 
wonderful spirituality; it was very real 
and very sincere.

Frank was a very private person. He 
had many friends and was connected 
with many different organisations; 
the wine club at Lincoln, table tennis, 
he had a whole variety of different 
interests, especially harness racing. 
He did not do much betting or drink 
much, but these were the things 
he was involved in. He had many 
different friends and yet, he kept them 
in departments. He was very direct 
in what he said. Sometimes you did 
not get what you would like to hear, 
you got what he really believed in. He 
was quite perceptive, often able to 
read people very well. He was quite 
a wise and intelligent person. I know 
that, during the last few days at the 
hospital, he bought four new books. 

One of them was on Celtic spirituality, 
that was one of his great loves, with 
his parents both born in Ireland. This 
connection with Ireland is something 
he retained throughout his life. The 
other book was on scripture. One of his 
great loves was the New Testament, 
and particularly the writings of St Paul. 
He always sought to find out who 
Jesus was for him personally. One 
of the books he had just purchased 
was on how the early Church fathers 
understood the scriptures.

Fr Frank had a famous set of rosary 
beads. He did have a tremendous 
devotion to the Mother of God. These 
beads are with him now. They were 
made from the same rock that his 
mother came from in Ireland and 
they were very close to him. When he 
was in hospital he lost them and that 
famous grumpy face of his came out, 
and he was quite upset for about three 
days. We hunted everywhere for them. 
They couldn’t be found. Eventually 
they turned up in a shopping bag.

Fr Frank would go shopping most days 
and then he would go to a park and 
sit down. He got these rosary beads, 

inspected them, and made sure they 
were all there. Then he said to me 
“You can go now!” I thought he was 
having me on. Then he said “Ah no, I’ll 
see you in a few days.” It wasn’t till I 
got to the car that I realised, I think he 
wanted to see if the rosary beads still 
worked. He’s got those rosary beads 
with him now. Yesterday, one of the 
family members remarked, “Don’t try 
and take those beads off him, he’ll 
probably wake up.” So they are with 
him and they’ll always be part of who 
he was, they are very precious to him.

Fr Frank believed that every person 
had God at their centre and that was 
his motivation for his work in the 
prisons. That was the way he dealt 
with people who were very poor, 
people who needed that Beatitude. 
He used to give out hot pies to 
those people who sat outside the 
supermarket. I remember he said to 
one fellow: “Do you want a pie?” And 
the fellow said to him “Ah no, I’d rather 
have the money.” And Frank said “I only 
give out pies.”

He had those hidden ways of living 
and acting out his faith that were very, 
very genuine. They were often quite 
secret but I’m sure very pleasing to our 
God in heaven.

Fr Frank will be sadly missed by priests 
of this diocese, by all those people he 
has helped in his many, many years 
as a priest. His first Mass of course 
was in Latin and he experienced the 
turmoil of the Second Vatican Council, 
so his history reaches right back to 
these times. The family will miss him 
because he is part of them, he is part 
of their Celtic background. I think they 
were very precious to him.

We don’t know where he is now. We 
don’t know what he’s thinking, the 
Lord hasn’t revealed those things. 
And yet, with our human, inaccurate 
imaginations, we can see him in 

vOCatiOns
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Fr Frank Kelly died on Saturday 25 September and his requiem Mass was 
offered in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral on Thursday 30 September. Fr Anton 
McLean was a close friend and gave the following homily at his funeral:

Fr Frank Kelly RIP

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

“Frank never appeared very holy and yet deep down, 
he had a wonderful spirituality; it was very real and very sincere.”
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Born Mary Teresa Keating, she 
grew up in a happy and loving 
family in Greymouth where 
Catholic ideals and practice were 
the air she breathed. Following her 
schooling, she worked as a records 
clerk before going to Timaru to 
begin her exploration of Mercy 
religious life. At her Profession of 
Vows she took the motto, “Thy will 
be done.”

For many years she supported 
Catholic education, on the West 
Coast and in Canterbury, mostly 
as a teacher in secondary schools. 
Alongside classroom teaching, 
her accuracy with finance and 
proofreading, and her own 
attractive writing style, were 
great assets in school offices. Her 
extraordinary memory for names, 
faces, and family connections 
was legendary. Roncalli College 
personnel continued their 
connection with her into her last 
weeks and ensured she had 

access to the news of South 
Canterbury families. She lived in 
Mercy communities in Timaru for 
45 years.

Among life’s moments from her 
97 years that were especially 
significant for her, she recalled 
the change from being in big, 
structured communities to living 
in a neighbourhood house in 
Timaru, close to parishioners. 
During these years she extended 
her appreciation of scripture by 
participating in a local two-year 
programme of reflection and 
group meetings pondering God’s 
Word. She had a special interest 
in elderly and sick parishioners. 
As well, she assisted people 
who had failing sight: reading to 
them and helping them with their 
correspondence.

At home in Mercy communities, 
she is remembered for her 
awareness of those who were sick 
and frail. She was gifted also with 

insights and a sense of humour 
that lightened and brought 
perspective in many situations.

Mary Adrian was faithful to 
her space with God. Personal 
prayer and participation in the 
Eucharist were important to 
her. Her community prayer 
book with Morning and Evening 
Prayer of the Sisters of Mercy 
was ‘well thumbed’ and never 
far from her, even in the frailty 
of her last months. Likewise, her 
Rosary beads were close by. She 
appreciated too the natural world 
beyond her window, for she knew 
God’s presence in all things.

Sr Mary Catherwood RSM
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heaven, being embraced by his 
mother and father, tears pouring down 
the faces of his mother and father, 
those two Irish people so proud of 
what he had achieved. We see him 
talking to his two brothers there also. 
It would be a place of peace and 
laughter and perhaps of red wine 
and a little bit of whisky. And the Lord 
would be saying to him: “Well done 
my friend, you are my servant priest, 
you served me well, your journey 
is over, you are now home.” I could 
imagine Frank replying to that, “Lord 
of all things, and master of all, I give 
praise to you the Creator, to your Son, 
Jesus Christ the Lord, and to the spirit 
who dwells in my heart, Amen.”

Sister Mary Adrian Keating RSM RIP
“Thy Will Be Done”
Sister Mary Adrian died in Christchurch on 9 October 2021 in the 77th year of her 
religious profession as a Sister of Mercy.

“She appreciated too the natural world beyond her window,
for she knew God’s presence in all things.”
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...Everyone went home. First the shepherds 
“returned,” then the Magi “departed,” and finally, 
after three years in exile, guided by the last angel, 
Joseph “rose” and took his family home too.

Ordinary Places
Being sent home to lockdown and 
into isolation was especially difficult 
when it also deprived us of our sacred 
spaces, our usual places of worship. 
But Joseph reminds us that God has 
always spoken to people in their 
ordinary places. He spoke to Joseph 
in his home, tucked up in bed, and 
in a dream. We do not need to be in 
a church to speak with God or listen 
to him. And, just like Joseph, he can 
speak to us at the kitchen sink or 
cycling to work, or wherever you or I 
might ordinarily be.

we can make of our hearts an oratory 
where we can withdraw from time to 
time to converse with him there.

- Lawrence of the Resurrection

Making room for Jesus
Whether he was maintaining tools or 
negotiating a contract, or teaching 
the child how to swing a hammer, 
again; whether he was tidying up 
after tea or sitting under a fig tree with 
Jesus - Joseph’s example is simple, 
he welcomed Jesus into every aspect 
of his daily life. And, just like Joseph, 
we do not need any unique skills to 
accept Jesus in our life either.

Chalking the door
Some years ago I took up the ancient 
practice of chalking the door on the 
Feast of the Epiphany. Asking the magi 
and the angels to bless our home is 
a tradition that reminds us to imitate 
Joseph’s gracious hospitality that 
first Christmas. Shepherds that smell 
like sheep, and a caravan of foreign 
travellers bearing outrageously 
expensive gifts, were not the usual 
company for a carpenter. And, just 
like Joseph, our hospitality should be 
without prejudice or pride.

i see, in the regard of Mary and Joseph 
for the shepherds and the Magi, the 
true rules of Christian politeness and 
charity. - Suzanne Aubert
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As he made the long 170km trek 
home, I wonder if he looked back and 
felt guilty about fleeing Egypt, leaving 
behind innocent children to die as 
he saved the one they searched for? 
Or did he concern himself instead 
with what lay ahead? Would he 
be welcomed, would the child be 
accepted, was his home still standing, 
or had it been occupied, and where 
would he find work? Like Joseph that 
first Christmas, the lives that we had 
or dreamed of having before Covid 
are also gone, and we have many 
questions about what the future holds 
for us too.

As we turn our minds to Christmas, 
how can we contemplate Joseph in 
our current context? Because Joseph 
is actually someone we know little 
about! He says nothing in the gospels, 
and no one speaks to him except for 
angels! Suzanne Aubert described 
him as a “good man who found a 
stable for the mother and her child 
and protected them.” So, what can 
this silent Jewish man possibly teach 
us today as we seek to find a new 
normal?

Let me share with you four powerful 
lessons that I have learned from 
Joseph.

Preserving tradition
The gospels record Joseph teaching 
his son how to pray by taking him to 
the synagogue, for Hebrew school 
and the Sabbath, and to Jerusalem for 
the annual Passover. During lockdown 
we preserved our traditions by 
remembering the Last Supper at our 
family table, and praying the rosary 
outside the locked doors of our parish 
church. Joseph’s example teaches 
us those simple, ordinary moments 
are just as memorable and important 
in passing on the faith as a family 
pilgrimage to meet St Therese’s relics 
at Carmel, or passing through Holy 
Doors in a Jubilee.

As we journey towards Christmas, 
protecting our families by rolling up 
our sleeves, masking up and scanning 
in, checking recent places of interest 
and the latest wastewater test results, 
go to Joseph. Go to this ordinary 
and good man. Study his humility in 
the scriptures, sit with him silently 
in prayer. If this ordinary Jewish man 
Joseph was good enough for God to 
trust him to protect and raise his son, 
he is worthy of our imitation as we 
prepare to make room for the child in 
our lives this Christmas.

go to Joseph and do all that 
he shall say to you. - Genesis 41:55

Karen Meehan lives in rural Mid 
Canterbury with her husband and 
teenagers. A self-professed Bible 
geek, she has been teaching 
Bible Studies in the Catholic 
Parish of Mid Canterbury for 
several years now, and recently 
completed a Graduate Diploma 
of Theology via distance 
learning with Good Shepherd 
College; something she highly 
recommends, especially Biblical 
Studies: “it’s amazing!”
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Considering the amount of change we have undergone in our Canterbury 
region over the past decade, one might expect that the nature of the 
“practice-makes-perfect” rule might have conditioned us to manage 
change with ease. However, amidst our current Covid environment, the 
near-daily changes to restrictions and requirements can feel somewhat 
tumultuous at times, and can take its toll on our sense of stability. 

It is amidst this type of difficulty that Jesus invites us to sit in the eye of the storm, 
the calm place at the centre of the storm, to immerse ourselves in him and find 
peace and stillness despite the swirling gales that persist around us.

To find that relief from the harrowing winds does not happen by chance but 
takes effort and resolve on our part. But as we do our part in responding to 
Jesus’ invitation and allow his Holy Spirit to lead us, God’s generosity always 
outweighs our own offering. The eye of the storm is our safe haven, our place of 
replenishment and transformation.

Hardship has its own unique way of forming character like nothing else. Perhaps 
during this time, God is drawing us to something new personally and as a people 
and shaping us to better reflect our God. As we immerse ourselves in Jesus, we 
might consider: “Is God inviting me to something new? Where do I feel God leading 
me personally during this time? Where am I being invited to grow spiritually?”

James 4:8 reminds us: “Draw near to God, and God will draw near to you.” Try 
sitting with a reading of the day or spend time in conversation about the things 
of the day. As we commune with God in the eye of the storm, we can’t help but 
be touched by His holiness and might then naturally share His goodness as we 
engage our world: touching heaven, changing earth.

St Peter Chanel All Saints Party 2021
On All Hallows Eve, children from our parish gathered, 
dressed as saints, to celebrate All Saints Day 2021. 
Highlights included a beheaded St John the Baptist 
costume, a family in full costume, golden St Michael shoes, 
games with the Mission Team, and a Eucharistic procession 
followed by individual blessings, fun and kai. 

Kirsten Challies
Pastoral worker at Cathedral Parish and Spiritual Director
On behalf of the Christchurch Diocesan Spiritual Directors Group, Whakakōngo o te Ngakau: The Yearning Heart
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From the Editor:

You may be aware that on 15 October, 
a Catholic Conservative Member of 
the House of Commons was murdered 
while attending to his constituents. I 
was quite struck by the respectful way 
in which his Catholic faith was spoken 
about in the mainstream media and in 
tributes given in the House of Commons 
itself. In November, the month of the 
Holy Souls, we focus on our own 
mortality and we pray for those we love 
who have died. As an organist at many 
funerals, I ponder this question often 
as I listen to and pray the beautiful 
prayers of the Requiem Mass. I also 
listen to the tributes paid by those close 
to the one who has died. I was deeply 
impressed by the tribute of Catholic 
Labour MP Mike Kane for his Catholic 
Conservative friend. Imagine such 
words being spoken of a Catholic MP in 
New Zealand’s parliament. Imagine if 
more was said about the faith of those 
for whom we pray at requiem Masses. 
Here are some excerpts of Mike Kane’s 
tribute to Sir David Amess.

“Sir David was a man of deep Catholic 
faith. The Gospel of John, chapter 10, 
verse 10, reminds us that the Lord 
came not just to give life but to give 
it in abundance, and David lived his 
life in abundance - a joyous service 
both to his constituents and here in 
this House. We would see him late at 
night, often in a tuxedo, going from 
charitable concern to charitable 
concern, championing the causes he 
believed in.” 

“He participated fully in the liturgy 

of the Church. He participated fully 
in the sacraments of the Church. 
While I have the attention of those 
on the Front Benches, let me say that 
Catholics believe that extreme unction 
helps guide the soul to God after 
death, so maybe we could come up 
with an Amess amendment so that no 
matter where it is, in a care home or at 
a crime scene, Members, or anybody, 
can receive that sacrament.

David believed fundamentally in the 
social teaching of the Church: dignity, 
solidarity, subsidiarity to the nth 
degree when it came to Southend, a 
preferential option for the poor, and 
care for the environment. That meant 
that he came with unique views on 
things such as life, death, Europe, and 
animal protection, sometimes in chime 
with his party, sometimes in chime 
with the country, but sometimes not. 
He channelled the 14th-century mystic 
Julian of Norwich, who said, “All things 
shall be well and all manner of things 

shall be well.” That is difficult for us all 
here today. His cheeky catchphrase 
was, “Don’t worry; it will be fine.” Not 
quite Bruce Forsyth, but he was a 
friend of Bruce Forsyth and his family.

He did not die a martyr, but he died, 
as has been said, doing the things he 
loved and helping constituents. He 
would have known that the theologian 
Karl Rahner said that power is a gift 
from God. That portcullis on the top 
of our letterheads gives us all that 
power, whether on the Front Bench, in 
opposition, or on the Back Benches. 
Let us recommit to Sir David today 
that we will use that power for the 
common good.

He died on the feast of St Teresa of 
Avila. She said this, famously:

“May you trust god that you are 
exactly where you are meant to 
be. May you not forget the infinite 
possibilities that are born of faith. 
May you use those gifts that you 
have received, and pass on the love 
that has been given to you.”
David used those gifts, and he passed 
on that love.

Sir David, may the choirs of angels 
come to greet you. May they lead you 
to paradise. May the Lord enfold you 
in his mercy. May he grant you eternal 
life. Eternal rest give to him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him. 
May his soul and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.”

"For them we humbly pray: Perfect them in your love.
O may we share eternal day with them in heaven above."

(the final verse of a hymn taken from the Office for the Dead)

Sir David Amess greeting Pope Benedict 
in 2008
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A concluding Mass and celebration completed the year for CYT Mission Team 2021. 
It is always a grace to ask how we have experienced God’s blessings in the ministry 
of youth and young adults in our diocese.

The year began with a retreat for the 
Mission Team at Replenish Respite 
Country House, where Josh, Andrew, 
Roshan, and Heidi entered six weeks 
of faith based and practical formation 
in ministry. The team began to really 
build its relationship with God and 
commit to His call in this year’s 
mission. Formation sessions included 
trusting the call of God, brotherhood 
and sisterhood relationships, spiritual 
warfare, repentance and faith, worship 
workshops, training for talks and 
testimonies, and the leading of small 
groups. Weekly formation deepened 
their spiritual journey.

With these foundations in place, the 

Mission Team was equipped to face a 
calendar filled with events, including 
over sixty school retreats, more than 
forty youth and young adult group 
events, Eucharistic formation, and 
camps such as Antioch. In Mtt 16: 24 
Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and 
follow me”. This is the call of Christ to 
all of us and certainly to the Mission 
Team this year. This group of four 
certainly denied themselves and 
picked up their crosses and finished 
the race.

Mission Team leader Josh stated that 
“It was an action packed year, filled 

with opportunities which allowed us 
to meet so many young people and 
develop new skills to minister to them 
in creative ways.” He continued, “God 
made me realise this year that I can 
call to Him in whatever situation I am 
in; rely on Him through tough times 
and praise Him more in the good 
times.”

Two candidates are now confirmed for 
Mission Team 2022. We look forward to 
what God has planned for us next year. 
In youth and young adult ministry, may 
God be praised.

Cyrene Tionko
CYT Mission and Outreach Coordinator

CeleBRATINg PARISh-BASeD YouTh MINISTRY
With the disruptions of the year, Christchurch East leaders were creative and innovative in connecting with young 
people via technology before gathering in person. 

Their January camp was unaffected by Covid-19, and plans 
are already under way for January 2022. With new leaders on 
board, it is a hugely exciting time for youth ministry in the east.

In the North Parish, an online games night was the highlight 
of the lockdown period while over a number of weeks, their 
young adults met digitally for a group based around “The 
Search” video series.

In the Christchurch West Parish, Br Jerome Cananea 
completed his time with youth ministry. This outreach is 
now in the faithful hands of Fr Philip CSJ. This group meets 
alongside the 5.00pm Mass at Our Lady of Victories and 
is an enthusiastic bunch with a strong leadership team of 
young adults.

Some real excitement lies ahead with the recent 
appointments of two new youth workers. Despite lockdown 
inconvenience, Ivory Racho is already making a huge 
impact at St Patrick’s in Greymouth. Though new to youth 
ministry, she is doing a terrific job of leading an ever-
growing group on Saturday nights.

Meanwhile in late October, Sarah Blair began her time in 
youth ministry in the St Peter Chanel parish, Waimakariri. 
She is preparing for a big 2022. She is no stranger to the 
area and will bring a fresh perspective to what is already a 
thriving parish.

This is just a taste of what is happening in local 
communities in every corner of the diocese. Every day, 
I am inspired by seeing and hearing of the Ministry with 
young people in this place. While the Church is both local 
and universal, it is gratifying to know that young people are 
encountering Christ here in the local Church.

Mark Currie 
CYT Parish Support Coordinator

Chch East Parish Young People 
on camp in January 2021
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hikOi te ara a Maria - Mary’s w
ay

The artwork of Our Lady, Holy Mary Mother 
of God, has been undertaken as part of the 
rededication of Aotearoa New Zealand to 
Our Lady Assumed into Heaven. In 1838 at 
the first Catholic Mass, Bishop Pompallier 
first dedicated New Zealand to Our Lady 
Assumed into Heaven when he celebrated his 
first Mass at Totara Point in the Hokianga.

The artwork itself reflects the unity of the 
Church, with images of Rome, Fourvière in 
France where the first missionaries came 
from, Waitangi, and Totara Point. The work has 
a distinctly New Zealand depiction of Mary, 
emphasising also the unity of the tangata 
whenua with all the other peoples who have 
come to live alongside them in the partnership 
of bi-culturalism, called to live the same faith 
and baptism, each in their unique way.

The artwork has moved across a number of 
our parishes in the diocese and people have 
prayed with it seeking Mary’s intercession.

The hikoi will now continue north to Auckland 
Diocese, and culminates on 15th August 2022 
at Our Lady of the Angels, Wellington, where 
the artwork will finally reside and become 
part of the national shrine to Mary.

Mike Stopforth

Since the end of October to the start of December the hikoi Te Ara a Maria 
- Mary’s Way has been happening. 

hikoi te ara a Maria - Mary’s Way

St Anne’s School, Woolston Sacred Heart Basilica, Timaru

Our Lady of the Assumption School, 
Hoon Hay

Handover from 
Opihi Parish to Mid-Canterbury Parish

Father Denis Nolan, Mid-Canterbury Parish
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Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.hannbuilt.co.nz - 03 344 5951

Sacred Heart Basilica, Timaru St Patrick’s School, Bryndwr Holy Name Church, Ashburton

Our Lady of the Assumption School, Hoon Hay

St James School, Aranui

St Joseph’s School Pleasant Point

Marian College
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Inform has a tradition of profiling the newly appointed head students of our 
colleges at the beginning of the year. A number of our schools have newly 
appointed principals, so we thought a principal profile would be a good way 
to conclude the year in reporting on Catholic education 
in the Christchurch Diocese.

Nathan Burford
Our Lady Star of the Sea School, 
Sumner

In becoming principal of Our Lady 
Star of the Sea School, I am motivated 
by my own Catholic values and a 
hope that I can make a real difference 
in supporting this community. This 
appointment is my first experience 
within a Catholic school. I was a 
walking deputy principal at Paparoa 
Street School, was deputy principal at 
Rakaia School, and taught at Medbury 
and St Andrew’s Preparatory Schools, 
with a stint overseas. My vision for 
the school is to bring more children 
into Catholic education and create a 
community based around our charism 
of serenity, tika, aroha, and respect.

Collette Sandilands
Our Lady of Victories School, 
Sockburn

OLV is in great heart and I’m delighted 
to be the new principal there. I moved 
to Christchurch in 2020 to be nearer 
to my two sons. Family has always 
been hugely important to me. I grew 
up in a large Catholic family with 
three brothers and three sisters. My 
parents instilled in us the importance 
of service, kindness, love, and respect. 
Catholic schools also had a very 
positive impact on my faith. I have 
been fortunate to be the principal 
of three Catholic schools, each one 
special and unique, and each has 
helped me grow as a leader and 
deepen my faith. I wish to continue to 
build on and grow our school vision of 
nurturing faith, growing community, 
and achieving excellence.

Ian Johnson
St Patrick’s School, Greymouth

Becoming the principal of St Patrick’s 
School at the beginning of the year 
is the most exciting and significant 
vocational calling I have experienced. 
I have worked in a variety of 
mainstream and special education 
settings, including eight years as the 
RTLB cluster manager for the West 
Coast. In my spiritual life, Fr John 
Adams helped me listen to the many 
calls to faith I had experienced over 
the years and during my travels. Fr Dan 
Doyle welcomed us into the faith in 
2020. Full communion in the Catholic 
Church has changed my life for the 
better. I aspire to not only continue the 
excellent work of the school, but hold 
fast to and encourage the values of 
Jesus Christ and the Catholic tradition 
within our local community. I know the 
Lord will guide our school’s journey as 
we move on into 2022.

Rose Firth-Scott
St James’ School, Aranui

Growing up in South Canterbury I was 
strongly influenced by my parents 
on my faith journey. I attended St 
Patrick’s School, Waimate, then 
Roncalli College, and we were very 
active in the Catholic community. My 
strong sense of catholic values and 
social justice was enhanced by the 
role models in my extended family 
as well. I travelled, and taught in 
Tauranga, before joining the staff at St 
James’ School, and became principal 
in term 3. My vision for the school 
and community is that our students 
become well rounded citizens, who 
have the academic skills and Catholic 
values in their kete for life.

Society of St Vincent de Paul
Freepost 992, PO Box 10-815, Wellington 6143

TEL: 04 4995070   
EMAIL: national@svdp.org.nz

WEB: www.svdp.org.nz

Help us to be there on the battlefield for those 
who need it most. A Bequest to St Vincent de Paul 
is a lasting way to help the most disadvantaged 
and needy in our community. 

If you would like to discuss a Bequest  
with us, please get in touch.

“ I see the Church as a field 
hospital after battle.” 
POPE FRANCIS
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Sarah Lowe
St Peter’s School, Beckenham

I grew up in Blenheim and my primary 
years were proudly spent at St Mary’s 
School. As a musician, my faith has 
always been expressed most naturally 
through song. Mr Wilkes was our 
primary school Choir Director and I’ll 
never forget his nine fingers playing 
the piano, leading us so beautifully. 
As a Godley Scholar at University, I 
continued to sing in Cathedrals and 
Churches. In 2004 I moved to Oxford, 
England, where I taught Philosophy 
of Religion at Headington School and 
Radley College for nearly a decade. 
My vision for St Peter’s School, and 
our wider whānau, is that our Catholic 
Compass drives us and we care 
for and nurture the learning and 
spirituality of every child.

Lee Nanai
Catholic Cathedral College

I am deeply honoured to be 
appointed principal of Catholic 
Cathedral College-Te Kura o te Waka 
Whakapono. It is a privilege to serve 
such a vibrant, diverse, and faith-
based community. Seeing my parents 
experience happiness in going beyond 
their own needs and desires to serve 
others has profoundly influenced my 
life. I had served as deputy principal 
of Catholic Cathedral College for 
eight years. This followed being the 
Head of the Mathematics Faculty at 
Villa Maria College. This year will be 
my 19th year in Catholic education. 
It is a wonderful blessing to be able 
to start every workday in prayer with 
my colleagues, to be able to openly 
talk about my love of God and hope 
for all our rangatahi. My hope is that 
every rangatahi at Catholic Cathedral 
College has an opportunity to 
encounter Christ and know Christ as 
their personal saviour. Furthermore, 
when they graduate, they will be 
able to step out confidently with 
an education that has developed 
their faith in God, their intellect, and 
themselves as people, to have happy 
and fulfilled lives, contributing to 
society in a positive way.

Jo Jones
St Bernadette’s School, Hornby

I am the new principal of St Bernadette’s 
in Hornby, am new to principalship, 
and new to Canterbury. I came from 
St Brendan’s School in Upper Hutt 
where I had leadership roles over 
the last 13 years. I believe Catholic 
schools are blessed with the task of 
helping students know Jesus. My faith 
is centred in a simple decision each 
day to be kind and compassionate to 
others, and to live each day with dignity 
and grace, a challenge at times, for 
all of us in this role. I look forward to 
further strengthening our school’s 
relationships with our community and 
surrounding parish schools.

Renee Hutchinson
John Paul II High School, 
Greymouth

The West Coast is a stunning place to 
live and work, and it is a privilege to be 
leading our staff, students, and school 
community into the future. I can’t 
imagine that the five year old pictured 
on her first day of school, would be 
about to embark on a principalship 
30 something years later! After three 
personally and professionally fulfilling 
years teaching RE and English at 
Aquinas College in Tauranga, I moved 
to Indonesia to work in an international 
school. I returned to Aquinas for 
another four years. I ventured briefly 
into the state sector, before being 
appointed Head of Faculty English 
& Languages at St John’s College, 
Hamilton. I joined the Ministry of 
Education in Nelson in an advisory 
role before being appointed deputy 
principal of JPII this year. I now begin 
as principal in January 2022. I look 
forward to the next part of my journey 
in Catholic education.

+64 3 339 9940
cavell.co.nz

Move with
confi dence
However you’re stuck, we are a Christchurch
law fi rm that is here to help, not make it harder.
That’s why our legal advice is simple to understand 
with a clear point of view, so you can make decisions 
you’re sure about and get moving again.
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Unlike debating teams, competing teams in the ethics 
competition do not have to disagree on the case being 
considered but have to offer their deepest ethical insight.

The Year 9 team from Catholic Cathedral College (pictured) 
finished in first place this year, with Middleton Grange 
School coming second and Rangi Ruru Girls' School 
finishing third. This team followed in the footsteps of the 
Catholic Cathedral College Senior team who also won Gold, 
defeating Christ's College in the 2019 inaugural competition. 
The team qualified for the Australasian Ethics competition 
to be held in February next year, where they will compete 
with schools from Hong Kong, Australia, and New Zealand 

via Zoom for the Ethics Olympiad title. Congratulations to 
them and their Coach, College DRS Stephen Woodnutt, on 
their fine achievement.

Christchurch Catholic School Wins gold at ethics olympiad
In November, the Catholic Cathedral College Junior team won Gold at the Ethics Olympiad. The Junior Ethics 
Olympiad is a new competition where schools from all over the South Island discuss ethical case studies and 
offer their insights.

The “Upper Room” was significant in the formation of the early Church, as it was the space for the followers of Christ 
to meet, pray, and eat together. The Last Supper (and institution of the Eucharist) and Pentecost took place there.

the upper room at 
Catholic Cathedral College
Our “upper room” is called G8. It is 
upstairs, of course, on the first level 
of the oldest buildings on site (Old 
Sacred Heart College). It is located 
next to our Rūma Karakia (Chapel) 
and, as in early Christian history, it 
welcomes gatherings of students, 
be it for kai and korero after Mass, 
Sacramental programme sessions, 
Young Vinnies, or Special Character 
Committee meetings, all focusing on 

meeting, praying, and eating together.

reMar
Every Monday at lunchtime, the upper 
room is also the home for the Remar 
group, a Marist Youth Movement 
which began in Colombia, South 
America in 1976. It allows young 
people to develop into well-rounded 
personalities, confident in themselves 
and mature enough to move beyond 
fear and selfishness in their lives as 
young Christians. This aim feeds 
directly into the Champagnat Marist 
charism and the dream of Marcellin to 
educate, not only in Christian faith and 
knowledge, but also in skills to live life 

with courage, compassion, and love, 
thereby helping others.

reMar at CCC
A typical Remar meeting at CCC would 
include fellowship group games, 
prayer, holiday camps, reflection days, 
and service. We always start and finish 
with karakia and the Remar greeting 
“Shalom” (meaning “Peace” in Hebrew). 
We eat together, and always keep 
up small traditions such as, whoever 
comes late has to sing a song. The 
members are called rowers, and 
the group is the waka, where we all 

Rowing together in uncertain times
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Italian Cypress Trees
The Italian Cypress Trees are located by the playground at the pedestrian 
entrance of Catholic Cathedral College, the former site of Sacred Heart 
Girls’ College. They were grown from seeds brought back from the Papal 
Gardens at Castel Gandolfo, Rome, in 1954 by Sr Mary Eugenius, the 
Provincial of the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions (RNDM).

Sr Mary Eugenius was a former pupil of Sacred Heart Girls’ 
College in Christchurch; her name, Ella Williams, can be 
found on the Sacred Heart Girls’ College Honours Board, at 
the current Catholic Cathedral College.

Around 2020, the trees were in danger of being lost, due to 
drainage issues under the nearby courts. Arborist Graeme 
Ford, not wanting to see the legacy lost, took cuttings of the 
trees to three separate nurseries in the South Island, two in 
Canterbury, and one in Timaru. With much love and care, 
the cuttings were successfully grown, resulting in around 
100 seedlings. Fortunately, the issue with the drains was 
resolved, and the trees remained to live another day. In 2021 
Graeme and his wife, Deborah, donated the seedlings back 
to the College.

The plants are available from the College for a donation. 
It is our goal as a College to capture the rich history of the 
Catholic Cathedral College site and create a green space 
where past pupils can come and visit. Money raised will go 

towards this project ensuring the legacy begun by Sr Mary 
Eugenius in the 1960s lives on.

Please contact the office if you are interested: 
admin@cathcollege.school.nz

Donations can be made directly to the College, or online to 
the College Account below. Please reference your payment 
with ‘Cypress’. ASB: 12-3147-0230672-000

paddle together. We have a special 
hoe (oar) as our group symbol, a 
Remar candle, and a Logbook (since 
2019), where all activities are recorded. 
Our group name is “Te waka o La Paz” 
- “The canoe of La Paz”, a canoe from 
the capital city of the country in which 
Remar originated.

Remar is a tiny retreat, there is time to 
talk, time to play, time to get to know 
each other, and, especially this year, 
time to have a break and just be. For 
many students this is a family within 
the big family of the school, where 
they can connect on a deeper level; 
have quality time together without 
competition, performance, or peer 
pressure. Over the last two years this 
little group offered stability in a time 
of great uncertainty for our rangatahi. 
It has been a safe haven for spiritual, 
physical, and mental connection and 
well-being. It kept going no matter 
what the alert levels were, either at 
school or in an online upper room.

reMar, a lighthouse in 2021
This year, the theme for the group was 
“being a witness to each other,” and we 
reflected many times on the symbol of 
the lighthouse. As a challenging year 
is drawing to an end, it was only right 
to look back and reflect on this. We 
asked our rowers: “In what ways was 
Remar a lighthouse for you this year?” 
This is what they said:

“Remar has allowed me to stay on track and 
to keep going even though it is 
difficult to see the path ahead.” 

While 2021 has been a stressful year, 
God always finds a way to show those 
who follow Him that He loves them 
and that He is with them, be it 2000 
years ago in the original Upper Room, 
today in our CCC upper room, or in 
any other location. We just have 
to be open enough to see it.

Lydia Palaiologou 
(Head Student, Remar Leader 2020) 
Antje Duda (Pastoral Chaplain)

“all remar members became a second family where I came for refuge. 
Remar is my lighthouse where it allows me to have time for fun as well as 

incorporate my religion.” 

“year 13 has been stressful in many 
ways. All Remar members have been 
my light in the darkness (my 
lighthouse) by making me laugh, having 
fun, and being always by my side, 
providing a listening ear.” 

“remar has been a place where 
i feel safe and secure. It shows 
me the way where we paddle together, 
which brings me to this right moment 
of joy, happiness, and love, 
especially from God.”
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annual essay Competition
Congratulations to Neve Davidson of John Paul II High School in Greymouth 
who won the Justice and Peace Cup in the Year 11-13 category of the CCJP 
Essay competition. Neve was awarded $500 for herself and a $100 class 
shout. Inform is pleased to print part of Neve’s winning essay:

Upon the ending of his trip to Sweden 
in 2016, Pope Francis offered six new 
beatitudes specially adjusted to fit 
the spiritual and physical needs of the 
modern world, and modern Christians. 
The ethics of these beatitudes 
stemmed from the lives of two 
Swedish Saints, Elizabeth Hasselblad, 
and Bridget of Vadstena, whom the 
Pope stated: “prayed and worked to 
create bonds of unity and fellowship 
between Christians”.

The six beatitudes are as follows:

“Blessed are those who remain faithful 
while enduring evils inflicted on them 
by others and forgive them from their 
heart, blessed are those who look 
into the eyes of the abandoned and 
marginalized and show them their 
closeness, blessed are those who see 
God in every person and strive to make 
others also discover him, blessed are 
those who protect and care for our 
common home, blessed are those 
who renounce their own comfort in an 
effort to help others, blessed are those 
who pray and work for full communion 
between Christians”.

These beatitudes call modern 
Christians to “confront the troubles 

and anxieties of our age with the 
spirit and love of Jesus,” essentially 
working to live out the life-ethics 
demonstrated by Jesus and these 
saints, by placing the needs of all 
others above our own. (Francis, n.d.)

By reflecting on the various tragedies 
of our era, it is not difficult to 
recognise the true relevance that 
these newly established beatitudes 
have concerning today’s society. In 
an era of rapid climate change and 
the unprecedented phenomenon of 
the global COVID-19 pandemic, it is 
of utmost importance that we make 
a continual and communal effort to 
promote justice and peace within our 
diocese and support global distresses, 
in a conjunctive partnership with our 
wider Christian communities. This is 
a vital start in attempting to actively 
counteract the struggles endured by 
millions of people daily, through these 
now commonly endured tragedies of 
our modern normality.

Justice isn’t restored, and cannot be 
restored, through one person or one 
action. Rather, it is a collective effort 
made by numerous people through 
the carrying out of numerous actions, 
to restore as much of a sense of 

peace and unity as possible amongst 
all people. We will never be able to 
restore this sense of justice unless we 
encounter each other, by making a 
genuine pursuit to build each other up, 
rather than ripping each other down.

These messages coherently relate to 
Pope Francis’ third encyclical, Fratelli 
Tutti, which he offered as a “modest 
contribution to continued reflection, in 
the hope that in the face of present-
day attempts to eliminate or ignore 
others, we may prove capable of 
responding with a new vision of 
fraternity and social friendship that will 
not remain at the level of words.”

Climate change is debatably one of 
the most serious and pressing issues 
of our era, with changes in the climate 
altering most attributes of our modern 
life, compared to many years ago. In 
essence, the earth is our common 
home, and we are obligated to protect 
and preserve it in whatever ways 
we can. This effort of environmental 
preservation is one of our many moral 
duties as followers of the Christian 
belief.

It is a common belief within the 
Catholic tradition, as stated within 
the bible, that God created the world 
through his vision. If we truly respect 
this belief, we must do everything in 
our power to support the livelihood 
of our natural environment, including 
species of animals, plants, and 
all people. A changing climate 
subsequently causes a significant 
change in the way our world functions. 
Homes of people and animals alike 

Surveying  |  Engineering  |  Planning 
Landscape architecture  |  Urban design  |  GIS eliotsinclair.co.nz

We are proud to have provided strategic land and 
site development consultancy services to the 
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch since 1999.

Shaping a better tomorrow

“we need a community that supports and helps us, 
in which we can help one another to keep looking ahead.”

- Pope Francis encyclical Fratelli Tutti
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become inhabitable. The abundance 
and accessibility of food and clean 
water are diminished. In this instance, 
the quality of life in all God’s creation is 
compromised and marginalized.

As Christians, we have an ethical 
obligation to not only support all 
those directly impacted by the 
disaster of climate change, but to 
also make an active and consistent 
effort to protect and preserve God’s 
ultimate creation, mother earth. These 
changes require a substantial change 
of attitude and action. Our support 
can be demonstrated in numerous 
ways, whether that be donating to 
charities that directly assist in slowing 

down the impact of climate change, 
or those which assist our international 
brothers and sisters who are already 
enduring the severe knock-on impact 
that climate change has imposed. 
We can also reduce our impact by 
being more sustainable, using more 
recyclable products, walking or biking 
to school and work where possible to 
reduce carbon emissions, using less 
single-purpose packaging, or avoiding 
(and therefore no longer supporting) 
companies that are accelerating the 
already catastrophic decline of our 
environment’s prosperity.

Jesus sacrificed his own needs and 
comforts by dying on the cross to 

grant us salvation. This ultimate act of 
selflessness illustrates the traditional 
Christian ethics that we are called to 
carry out and aspire towards every 
day, to preserve the common good of 
all people. As stated by Pope Francis 
in the encyclical Fratelli Tutti, it is 
his “desire that, in this our time, by 
acknowledging the dignity of each 
human person, we can contribute to 
the rebirth of a universal aspiration to 
fraternity. Fraternity between all men 
and women... We need a community 
that supports and helps us, in which 
we can help one another to keep 
looking ahead;” we can attain this 
sense of fraternity by creating a 
culture of encounter.

50th Anniversary of Combined 7th Form Class of 
Sacred heart girls’ & Xavier Colleges
On 9-10 October, former classmates from Northland to 
Otago came to Christchurch to enjoy a 50th reunion of 
their combined 7th Form (Year 13) class.

Set your child or grandchild on their education journey with a savings account to provide for their 

attendance dues and school fees, uniforms and sports trips - even for tertiary education or a first car! 

Investing a little or a lot, depositing gifts on birthdays or special occasions, slowly adds up to an

investment aimed at providing for a loved one’s future.

Call  Us:   03 366 9869  / 0800 403 863     Email  us:  cdf@cdoc.nz 
Visi t  Us:   Cathedral  House, 2/9 Washington Way, Sydenham, Chr istchurch

C D F  E D U C A T I O N  S AV I N G S  A C C O U N T

I N V E S T  I N  T H E I R  F U T U R E

Some of the 7th form class, with spouses, Marist Brothers, 
and Principals of Catholic Cathedral & Marian Colleges.

We met for dinner in the anteroom of Wigram Hotel, 
enjoyed a PowerPoint and memorabilia of our time at 
school, made time for each other, and acknowledged the 
excellent education we received from the Sisters of Our 
Lady of the Missions and the Marist Brothers.

On Sunday we re-visited the sites of our former schools 
and were very warmly welcomed by the principals of the 
schools now occupying the sites. Walking along familiar 
paths and seeing the progress and change was nostalgic 
and enlightening. It is most encouraging to know that 
Catholic education has continued on this site since a 
primary school in 1865, followed by the Sisters of the 
Missions in 1868 and the Marist Brothers in 1888. Sadly, the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, which was very much 
part of our spiritual life, is no longer there. Unfortunately 
the pandemic prevented several classmates from coming 
from Australia and other places in New Zealand, so some of 
us were able to catch up on a Zoom call on Sunday night, 
rounding off a wonderful weekend.

Michael and Marian Brown, Michael Ryan 
and Maureen Heffernan - Reunion Organisers

Members of the combined 7th form who attended the dinner. 
Back Row: Otto Roverts, Garry Forgeson, Michael Brown, 
Andrew Nieuwelaar, Wayne Hennessy, Maureen Heffernan 
Front Row: Marie Stribling (nee Brosnahan), Stan Barnett, 
Jane Smithson (nee Brook), Michael Ryan
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2021 SHC Reunion Committee. Back: Kathryn Bryant, Lorraine 
Jamison, Helen Bradley, Colleen Prendergast, Patricia Small. 
Front: Audrey Leath, Colleen Priest, Mary Schmack, Yvonne, 
Therese Toneycliffe, Annette Herman, Jan McAllister
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There were anxious times planning for events during Covid, but thankfully the Reunion eventuated without 
postponement, which would have been heart-breaking after all the plans had been made. Everyone seemed to 
be on a high - what a buzz. 

Such a busy, fruitful weekend with 
pleasant surprises. Registrations 
were received from as far away as 
England, Australia, and many from 
the North Island - unfortunately many 
of these were cancelled because of 
the Covid pandemic, but the ‘girls’ 
were remembered throughout the 
weekend.

Official guests at the Saturday 
luncheon were Sister Margaret 
Monaghan (Province leader of the 
Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions, 
Aotearoa New Zealand and Samoa), 
St Augustine of Canterbury Priests 
Fathers Denis Nolan and Huynh 
Tran, Sister Amelda Lindsay who 
was schooled at the Montessori 
and Sacred Heart College, and Mrs 
Colleen Corbett (nee Glossop) who 
is an ex-student from 1933-1941. She 
had the honour of cutting the Reunion 
cake. Local Catholic historian Michael 
Hanrahan is the author of “Nor’Westers 
and Panamas”, and was a very 
welcome guest.

We could have heard a pin drop when 
Sister Patricia Boyd spoke to us on 
a pre-recorded video called ‘From 
Paris with Love’. Sister Patricia taught 
in Ashburton from 1969-1971, before 
then being assigned to Napier, Lower 
Hutt, and Christchurch. In June 1983 
Sister Boyd left New Zealand for 
France, preparing herself for a new 
mission in Senegal, West Africa, where 
she stayed for 24 years. She retired in 
August this year from her last positions 
of responsibility for Province finances, 
and most recently Province Leader, 
from France. Her final words were the 
school song: “ … No matter where the 
years may find us … we’ll sing to our 
school and its motto, and its praises 
we’ll loyally sing.’

The ‘three little girls from school are 
we” skit by Kathryn, Colleen, and 
Helen was a real hoot. Dressed in 
black gym frocks, panama hats, and 
holding their school cases, they had 
everyone laughing, not just at the time 
but hours later!

There were so many accolades 
and positive comments about the 
weekend. These included:

“It was great to see the genuine joy 
on the faces of the attendees as they 
reunited with each other which would 
be the treasure of the weekend. The 
decibels of chatting were pretty up 
there from the Conversazione until the 
farewells including the school song.”

“Putting a ball through the convent 
window, making bloomers at sewing 
class, being seen talking to boys in 
school uniform, writing down the 
words of songs which could have 
suggestive connotations resulting in a 
class lecture!”

“I guess the greatest pleasure was 
learning what we had all achieved 
after leaving Sacred Heart. The 
occupations we moved on to, the 
wonderful travel experiences some 
had, our present-day families, all in all 
how well our education qualified us for 
life after school.”

Lorraine Jamison

The new Marian Icon at Villa Maria 
College, designed by April Holden 
(Spiritual/Liturgical Team Leader) and 
painted by Julia Schmetzer (former 
student of the college). The icon serves 
as a reflection piece on Mary’s life, 
and draws the viewer closer into a 
relationship with Jesus.

The door is closed, yet the spirit lives on.

2021 SHC Church Gathering - An extra Mass was held for Reunion 
participants due to Covid Restrictions

Sister Margaret Monaghan, Fr Denis Nolan, 
Sister Amelda Lindsay

“Three little girls from school are we” skit 
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The Baptism Project Team spent five 
years locating and then pouring over 
baptism registers, dating back to the 
first baptism in the diocese which 
took place on 13 September 1840. 
Deciphering a range of cursive scripts 
was second nature to Merle, who 
had worked on numerous indexing 
projects at both Canterbury Public 
Library and Canterbury Museum.

Having served as the Librarian for the 
Family History Centre for over ten years, 
Merle then worked with Diocesan 
Archivist Fr Kevin Clark (RIP) on a range 
of projects which would bring the 
Archives of the Diocese of Christchurch 
off the shelves, making them 
accessible to researchers and authors 
alike. Every week, material was brought 
from the Belfry of the Cathedral to a 
large room in the Diocesan Offices 
next door, where Merle and her team 
slowly worked through material: listing 
names, dates, and subjects. She 
also regularly helped host heritage 
exhibitions of treasures and archival 
material in the Cathedral.

The team worked on an extensive 
project, cataloguing over 3,000 prints 
and photographs which had been 
collected by Fr Kevin over the years. 
However, the earthquake brought that 
project to a temporary halt.

Luckily for Merle and the Archives 
Team, the Archives’ storage space in 
the Cathedral had been completely 
decanted to the offices following 
the September earthquakes, which 
meant our documentary history was 
spared the destruction of the February 
earthquake. Following the relocation 
of the Diocesan Offices to Washington 
Way, the decision was made to create 
a dedicated space for the Archives, 

and every Thursday afternoon Merle, 
Jenny, Deslie, and Jean would come to 
sort and establish the Archives’ space. 
Along the way hundreds of enquiries 
from researchers were answered, and 
more volunteers came on board to 
help with other projects, including Sr 
Theresa, Alice, Bernard, Sheryn, Edna, 
Mike, Ian, Kathleen, and Maureen.

After 24 years of tireless work, Merle 
has made the decision to step back 
and enjoy a bit more free time with her 
family and friends. I could not imagine 
stepping into the role as Diocesan 
Archivist, were it not for Merle’s 
support, wisdom, and encouragement. 
She has literally been the backbone of 
the Archives for 24 years, responding 
to researchers, answering questions 
from staff, and piecing together 
the myriad of stories we hold in 
our collection. As a Diocese we are 
forever indebted to Merle, for her 
commitment, time, and work.
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On 31 March 1998, experienced genealogist and volunteer Merle Conaghan 
began working on an ambitious project. She set out to capture every baptism 
that took place in the Christchurch Diocese on a centralised database.

 Merle hosting an exhibition at the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament

The Archives Team: Jean Clifton, Jenny Anderson (RIP), 
Deslie Field, and Merle Conaghan

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005

Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz 0800 555 553



26

Catholics, Christians of other traditions, and many others of goodwill experienced deep disappointment at the 
passing of the so-called End-of-Life Choice Act. This legislation became law on 7 November, a year to the day 
after it was supported by two out of every three New Zealanders who voted for its introduction in a binding 
referendum at last year’s general election.

a CathOliC resPOnse tO legalised euthanasia “In Death, life is Changed, not ended.”
 (from the preface to the Eucharistic Prayer in the Requiem Mass)

The covid-19 pandemic narrowed 
still further any opportunity for 
real discussion leading up to the 
election. Many of us fought hard to 
defend the dignity of human life, 
especially at those times when it is 
most vulnerable. The enactment of 
this law is a huge blow to our human 
dignity, and we may feel very helpless 
as a result. However, the Church as 
mother responds and gives us a set 
of principles to help us make the right 
decision in these turbulent times. She 
affirms the eternal truths of the faith.

Samaritanus bonus (The Good 
Samaritan) is a letter sent out by 
the Vatican as a guide to the care of 
persons in critical and terminal stages 
of life. At the core of this letter is the 
teaching of Pope St John Paul II in his 

1995 encyclical “Evangelium Vitae.” 
As much has changed in the last 25 
years, this letter responds to modern 
developments in medicine. The 
letter takes its name and style from 
the parable of the good Samaritan, 
who goes out of his way to help the 
injured man and care for his wounds 
and suffering. It offers a thought as to 
how we can make this parable come 
alive today.

The New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference has recently offered 
a pastoral statement, based on 
Samaritanus bonus (The Good 
Samaritan). The letter offers local 
guidelines and an encouragement to be 
‘Bearers of Consolation and Hope’ when 
we encounter those contemplating 
euthanasia and assisted suicide.

The word “euthanasia” comes from 
the Greek words eu (good) thanos 
(death), so that, in a literal sense, 
euthanasia means “good death”. For 
Catholics, a good death would ideally 
be that we would die peacefully after 
receiving the last rites (viaticum) 
from a priest. These rites are not a 
preparation for death. Rather, they are 
more like a preparation for eternal life; 
they prepare us to meet God. For a 
Christian, death is no longer the end. 
Rather, it is a change, when we stop 
living bodily and start living spiritually.

When a society loses a sense of God 
and eternal life, then death becomes 
the end, and something to be avoided 
or to be reached swiftly. Many 
modern linguists translate Eu thanos 
as ‘easy death,’ and this is what it 
pretends to be: a death without pain or 
consequence. As we all know, nothing 
in life is easy. Often, the medical 
procedure leading to a person’s death 
is not even called euthanasia. It hides 
behind other synonyms, the most 
common of which is assisted dying. 
This is the facade behind which the 
current legislation in our country came 
into force, as a caricature of mercy, of 
helping the helpless, when in reality 
we know it is killing a human being.

The Church has not changed Her 
teaching on this matter, nor can She. 
Euthanasia, no matter how much 
you try to sugar-coat it, will always 
be against the fifth commandment, 
“Thou shall not kill.” (Exodus 20:13). The 
Catechism gives us a more specific 
teaching: “Whatever its motives and 
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means, direct euthanasia consists 
in putting an end to the lives of 
handicapped, sick, or dying persons. 
It is morally unacceptable.” (CCC 
2277) Each human being is a person, 
and has an inalienable dignity. This 
dignity is gravely violated by any act, 
or omission, which causes the death of 
another to eliminate suffering.”

Our human dignity is not something 
that we are given by our birth 
certificate or even our baptism 
certificate. Our human dignity comes 
from the fact that each and every 
human being, by possessing an 
intellect and a will, is made in the 
image and likeness of God. This 
means we naturally have a desire to 
search for the truth and to love what 
is good. This desire can be distorted, 
and we can substitute subordinate 
goods for greater goods; a person who 
because of an addiction, chooses to 
spend their last dollars on cigarettes, 
rather than food for themselves and 
their family. In our lives, we need to 
have the right priority of ‘goods’, as 
this leads to our fulfilment and the 
greatest happiness on earth. This will 
then lead us to eternal blessing in 
heaven.

One of the names Christians were 
given in the nascent Church was 
‘Easter people.’ This is because the 
feast of Easter was a central feast for 
Christians, and was accompanied by 
significant celebration and festivities. 
What is important about this, is that 
Easter gives people Hope! This is 
more than the dictionary definition of 
desire and expectation for something 
to happen. What I refer to here is the 
Theological Virtue of Hope, by which 
we desire the kingdom of Heaven. 
We place our trust in God’s promises 
to help us with His Holy Spirit. This is 
the hope to which all Christians are 
called to be messengers: first to our 
families and friends, but in a special 
way, to those in our society who have 
no hope. Most people who think that 
they want to be euthanised have, in 
fact, lost hope. They are lonely and 
isolated, see no point in living, and 
no purpose or end to their suffering. 
The thought of heaven is far from their 
minds, and they also lose sight of 
Jesus and the sacrifice that he made 
for us.

Our approach, as Catholics, is one 
of prevention. We emphasise the 
importance of family visits to older and 
infirmed people, and the rekindling 
of old friendships. Parishioners need 
to visit fellow parishioners, and 
chaplains need to inspire hope before 
thoughts of euthanasia and despair 
have a chance to take root. God is the 
source of life, so thoughts of despair 

and doubt are not from Him. They are 
fruits of the ‘culture of death’. Pope St 
John Paul II lamented that the culture 
of death is obsessed with efficiency, 
pleasure, and consumerism, and has 
forgotten about the Human person.

We live in a world where the powerful 
wage war on the weak, handicapped, 
vulnerable, and sick in our society, 
and unleash a ‘conspiracy against life’ 
which damages human relationships 
on multiple levels. Euthanasia also 
damages the relationship between a 
doctor and a patient, when doctors 
“place at the service of death, skills 
which were acquired for promoting 
life.” Life and death are not things that 
have been given to humans to control. 
They belong to God, who gives life 
and takes it away.

We are called to control what is in 
our jurisdiction, which is ensuring 
that life is enjoyable. For those at 
the end stages of life, this takes the 
form of palliative care. Palliative care 
makes suffering bearable at the end 
stages of illness, as well as catering to 
affective and spiritual needs. Palliative 
care is the natural human response. 
It is the compassionate presence at 
the side of the suffering person. It 
ensures that patients are supported 
and accompanied in their ordeal, 
as well as able to satisfy moral and 
religious obligations; namely setting 
affairs in order and the reception of 
the last rites of the Church. This is 
not something that is for the elite, 
rather it must be stated that universal 
and equitable access to mental 
health care and effective pain and 
symptom management in palliative 
care facilities is a fundamental human 
right. Christians in particular should 
lobby parliament for an increase in 
funding for palliative care institutions 
or hospices, so that those at the end 
stages of illness receive the basic 
human care that they deserve, and do 

so in a hope filled environment.

The phrase ‘prevention is better than 
cure’ is applicable in the scenario in 
which we find ourselves. We have 
a responsibility to older people 
and those who are vulnerable. We 
must be proactive in our approach, 
emphasising the importance of 
families and maintaining frequent 
contact with grandparents. Parishes 
need to have rosters to visit various 
homes, of chaplains accompanying 
patients, and ensuring that the wheat 
of the gospel is able to flourish 
before the ‘darnel’ of the culture 
of death takes over. Our response 
needs to be courageous as well as 
hope filled.

The battle against the culture of death 
cannot be won by human effort alone. 
We rely on the help of God, so let us 
turn to Him in prayer for our country, 
that we may be converted. For those 
doctors who believe they should 
assist patients through euthanasia and 
assisted suicide, that their hearts may 
be softened. For those considering 
euthanasia, that through the 
intercession of Mary our Mother, they 
may receive courage to persevere and 
hope in eternal life!

In Christ

Fr Ben D’souza sm 
Assistant Parish Priest 
Catholic Parish of Christchurch South

caritas.org.nz
0800 22 10 22

Our Christmas Appeal supports the 
wider work of Caritas as we work 
towards building a world free of 

poverty and injustice.

Donate Online or by Phone

Share the aroha this Christmas. 
Donate to Caritas today.
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Advent is a time for preparation and 
celebration of the coming of Christ 
our Lord and Saviour into our world. 
It is also a time of reflection, hope, 
and gratitude - appreciating the many 
blessings that we have surrounding us.

We have already received the greatest 
gift of all in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are called as Catholics to share 
Jesus with others. Let us find time this 

festive season to reflect on 
what God asks of us as living 
examples of His love, compassion, 
and kindness.

This Christmas, I ask for your support 
of the Bishop’s Care Appeal.

The Appeal is primarily about active 
charity and ministry to others. At this 
time, many people in our community 
are struggling more than ever and 
are in desperate need to know the 
love of God. When we show charity to 
others, we bring this love to life in so 
many wonderful ways and we fulfil our 
obligation to live in the example of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who laid down his 
life for us.

Should you and your family’s 
circumstances allow, please prayerfully 

consider making a contribution to 
help carry out the diocese’s mission 
of service in real, life-changing ways. 
Any amount that you give will help 
continue this good work.

May the Blessings of Jesus Christ be 
with you, your family and loved ones 
this Christmas. And may 2022 be filled 
with much happiness, peace and joy. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Archbishop Paul Martin SM
Advent 2021

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This Advent, please give
to help those who are in need.

Capturing Beauty on Canvas
Every year, Archbishop Paul selects a new, beautiful image to use for the Bishop’s Care Appeal 
and 2021 is no exception! 

Titled “The Treasury”, this year’s image is a special oil 
painting of Mary and Joseph gazing into the face of the 
newborn Messiah, Jesus Christ. Painted by American 
artist Kate Capato, “The Treasury” is a reflection on how 
St Joseph truly loved Our Lady and Christ. They were his 
treasures.

Capato describes herself as a Catholic contemporary 
sacred art painter, speaker, and dancer. Her art and 

creativity are rooted in the tradition of the faith. She seeks 
through her art to bring others deeper into a relationship 
with Christ. Her influences include St John Paul II’s 
Theology of the Body teachings, as well as time spent 
in Florence, Italy, studying the Renaissance masters and 
their focus on beauty and the human form. 

She is delighted to have “The Treasury” selected to feature 
in the Bishop’s Care Appeal 2021..
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Your impact is felt where
the need is greatest

Together as a diocese, we help those in need through our Catholic care 
agencies and amazing grassroots initiatives providing food, housing, 
counselling, security and support in our community.

To support this work and be able to 
respond where the need is greatest, 
Archbishop Paul launched the 
inaugural Bishop’s Care Appeal in 
2018 at Advent. Over the last three 
years, contributions collected through 
the Appeal have had an impact on 
the lives of thousands of Catholics. 
Archbishop Paul has allocated the 
donated funds to many areas of need 
across the diocese. 

One such example this year is within 
the community of St James School - 
Te Kura o Hato Hemi. “The Bishop’s 
Care Appeal has an immense impact 
for families in our St James School 
community,” says Principal Rose Firth-
Scott. “Donations collected through 
the 2020 Appeal have been used this 
year to assist families in need of extra 
financial support during challenging 
times, in the form of food or petrol 
vouchers. Receiving this practical help 
can be very uplifting at a tough time. 
The families are always very grateful 
to know they are being supported by 
the Catholic community.”

“This year we have continued to 
live with uncertainty and COVID-19 

restrictions, and for some this has 
been especially difficult. Donations 
through the 2020 Appeal have helped 
many individuals in the diocese 
who have been struggling. This has 
included supporting the costs of major 
eye surgery and hearing aids, enabling 
a Year 8 student to attend school 
camp, and support for those who 
simply have not been able to pay their 
bills or make ends meet. Donations 
have helped to provide food packages 
to those struggling to feed their family, 
and prison chaplaincy, offering a new 
sense of faith and purpose in the light 
of Jesus Christ.”

Generous Appeal donations were also 
able to support the important work of 
the John Paul II Centre for Life. This 
includes support programmes to 
strengthen young mothers, families, 
and marriages.

Like the shepherds who found Jesus in 
a humble stable on the peripheries of 
Bethlehem, we are also called to find 
Jesus among those in the humblest 
of circumstances in our communities. 
The Catholic Church reaches into all 
areas of society, whether it be young 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”

- Matthew 25:35-36

Building Christchurch Landmarks
naylorlove.co.nz

Spark SquareTe Raekura Redcliffs SchoolSt Bede’s College Chapel

Paragon Apartments Ballantynes Redevelopment
Christ Church Cathedral 

Reinstatement

The John Paul II Centre for Life 
is grateful for funding received 
from the Bishop's Care Appeal to 
assist marriages which have been 
gravely wounded by the viewing of 
pornography.

Spousal feelings of betrayal and 
trauma are real, though often hidden, 
and the damage to persons and 
the marriage bond flows through 
the family to the wider community. 
Through our ministry, couples 
are able to access confidential 
and professional help to deal with 
addiction, to repair emotional 
brokenness, and to rebuild trust and 
the marriage relationship.

This work of building up marriages 
is foundational to the mission of 
the John Paul II Centre for Life. 
Stable and loving families are the 
bedrock of a culture that nurtures 
and protects the dignity of human 
life. Each family is a bearer of hope, 
and thus deserves our care and our 
loving, prayerful support as they work 
towards healing.

Maria Schmetzer, Director

people in schools, elderly in rest 
homes, visiting the sick in hospitals, 
or caring for those in need through 
many social service agencies. We 
are blessed to have many members 
willing to support these good works 
through both their time and their 
financial support. 

These examples are just a small 
snapshot of the important work being 
done in the diocese - made possible 
by your generous donation to the 
Bishop’s Care Appeal.
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Education and schools lie at the heart of the Catholic Church’s mission to provide a high standard of 
academic learning and help develop a Christ-centred faith relationship.

Many parents and grandparents want their child or 

grandchild to have an education similar to the one which 

laid the foundations of their own youth. New to the Faith, 

some may seek an education in a loving, faith-filled 

community where everyone is valued and respected as a 

whole person, made in the image and likeness of God. 

let future generations learn, and 
“Teach their young to trust god” (Psalm 78)
Aware that a challenging financial time is often when our 

children are young, saving for their education becomes 

important. School costs or financial contributions and 

attendance dues (to pay for the costs associated with 

school land and buildings) can range from $400 (primary) 

to over $3,000 (secondary). By starting a savings plan early, 

even at baptism, you can reduce the burden of taking on 

attendance dues and school expenses as the financial 

pressures of family life set in. 

Student savings account with a difference
Aware of the need to set money aside for her children’s 

education, Lydia Sula, teacher and Director of Religious 

Studies at St Teresa’s School and mother of three, opened 

a CDF Education Savings Account when her eldest child, 

Andre, started school in 2009. “What I like about the CDF is 

it’s similar to a bank - the money I invest is still my money 

- I can get it back when I want or need it. But I also like 

“by starting a savings plan early, even 
at baptism, you can reduce the burden 
of taking on attendance dues and school 
expenses as the financial pressures of 
family life set in.”

Support a Christ-centred 
faith education for those you love

STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

JJSTEEL.CO.NZPhone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz   frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ
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knowing I have a values-based investment. Ironically I feel 

like I am getting a bigger return - my money is making a 

difference to our Catholic community.”

With zero account fees and interest paid quarterly, the 

CDF Education Savings Account helps investors develop 

good money habits and save for the future while helping 

others. 

As Lydia states, “The CDF is a support for our family as it 

helps us budget and save. And now, with my youngest child 

Marco about to start St Bede’s in 2022, our CDF account is 

ever more important.

“I don’t worry about when the school costs are due 

as my direct debit covers them. I like to contribute 

fortnightly from my pay into the CDF.  I don’t even get 

the paperwork as it goes straight to Mel (Melanie Perry, 

CDF Administrator). It’s so easy - we never hear nor see 

anything to do with attendance dues throughout the year. 

We just get an annual statement! I don’t give it a second 

thought. 

However, what I like most about the CDF is knowing my 

small contribution helps the Catholic Education Office 

create environments for nurturing and developing the 

whole child. A physical environment can certainly make a 

huge difference to how you teach and how our students 

absorb education.” 

In the past decade, the Catholic Development Fund has 

lent over $8m to meet the needs of schools (for roll-growth 

classrooms), parishes and Catholic organisations.

C L O S E  1 2  N O O N  T H U R S D AY  2 3  D E C E M B E R
R E - O P E N  W E D N E S D AY  5  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 2

May we take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support of the Fund

and wish you and your family a very happy Christmas and New Year.

C H R I S T M A S  C L O S U R E
Our off ices and CDF Onl ine wi l l  c lose dur ing the fest ive per iod.

“...what I like most about the CDF is knowing my small 
contribution helps the Catholic Education Office create 

environments for nurturing and developing the whole child.”CDF Members Marco (year 8) 
and his mum, Lydia Sula 

To find out more about the Catholic 
Development Fund, pick up a 

flyer from your parish noticeboard, 
visit www.cdf.org.nz or call CDF 
Administrator Melanie Perry on 

0800 403 863.
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Prayer for the Synod
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name.

With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.

All this we ask of You, who are at work 
in every place and time, in the communion of the 

Father and the Son, forever and ever.

Amen.

This prayer (attributed to St. Isidore of Seville 560-636), has been 
traditionally used at Councils and Synods for hundreds of years. 
The version below was specifically designed for the Church’s 
Synodal journey from 2021 to 2023.


