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From Archbishop Paul
Greetings to you in this, the month of the Holy Rosary.
What a demanding few months we are experiencing as we continue to live with the challenges Covid-19 brings.
So many areas of our lives are affected by it. While at the time I write to you, we are very fortunate to be free of
Covid in the South Island, we know many are struggling in a number of ways. I hope we are all looking out for one
another and being alert to those who may need our help.
A reality of entering lockdown level 4 and then 3 was
that we were unable to gather for Sunday Mass. There
is something very deep in our Catholic instinct about
gathering together to celebrate the Eucharist. We really
feel the gap in our lives when we cannot. That is a positive
reality. It is when we become blasé about attending Mass
that we know we are moving away from what God asks of
us.
The lack of opportunity to be physically present at
Mass raises the question: “why do we go to Mass?”
Fundamentally we go to praise God and to thank Him for all
He has done for us. This is the key. When we lose sight of
this reality, we can become preoccupied with other aspects
of Mass which, while important in themselves, are not the

Deepening Our Commitment
to Biculturalism

most important aspect. When we get this right, all the other
parts fall into place. I love God, am deeply grateful to Him
for giving me life, and I want to go each week to thank Him
for that. We also receive the gift of the Eucharist and the
gift of the Word of God, which nourishes us. We also have
the beauty of the Christian community, fellow brothers and
sisters in the Lord, in whom Christ dwells.
These are powerful spiritual and human realities and it is
why we make going to Mass on Sunday our priority. All
other things we do on Sunday come after that. We don’t
squeeze Mass in, we plan everything else in and around
going to Mass. There is a huge difference. Perhaps being in
lockdown gives us a chance to renew our understanding
and appreciation of just what an amazing gift the Mass is

In July, Diocesan staff, chaplains, and parish pastoral
staff were invited to attend a hui exploring ways to
deepen our commitment to biculturalism.
The hui was hosted by kaumátua Bob and Barbara Te Miha at
Te Rangimarie and was guided by Deacon Danny KarateaGoddard. He works for the New Zealand Catholic Bishops'
Conference, supporting the secretariat and the bishops in
their commitment to Katorika Māori.
Through karakia (prayer), waiata (song), kōrero (discussion),
and whai whakaaro (reflection), we explored who we are as
Catholics and what shapes our lives. Central to this kōrero
was understanding our whakapapa (genealogy) and the
whakapapa of others in our communities.
Throughout the day, we learned that deepening our
relationship with Māori involves actively learning more
about the history of Aotearoa, the Treaty of Waitangi,
and having an understanding and appreciation of
Māori. Emphasis was placed on the importance of
whakawhanaungatanga, forming relationships with Māori in
our communities. One way to continue this journey together
is to join Te Rangimarie for Mass on Sundays at 11.00am.
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Andy Doherty, Cushla O’Connor,
Deacon Danny Karitea-Goddard, Matthew O’Connell

Mike Stopforth, Director - Bishop’s Pastoral Office

ARCHBishop’s Office
Archbishop Paul and the newly ordained Deacons gather in the
Narthex at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral following the Deaconate on
2 October. Due to the date of publication, Inform will celebrate the
ordinations to the Deaconate in our Advent issue.

to us. It is also good to go to Mass during the week as well,
and not only on a Sunday.
I recently read a comment from someone who was
unhappy about changes made in parishes in the greater
Christchurch region. It said that many people have stopped
coming to Mass. That is a very sad reality. Change can be
difficult for people, and we need to help one another to
come to terms with it. The challenge for us is to go and
make contact with these people and encourage them
to come to the new parish. Talk to them about what is
happening and what you are experiencing. Speak of the
importance of their presence and how we are less without
them. It is where the parable of the shepherd leaving the 99
to seek out the lost one is given real expression. We don’t
want people to drift away and say that no one ever noticed
or cared enough to talk with them about it.
On 2 October, I was privileged to celebrate the ordination of
Christchurch seminarian Monty Bamford to the diaconate
in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. I also ordained as deacons,
his brother seminarians Alfred Tong of the Archdiocese of
Wellington and Adam Kirkeby of the Hamilton diocese.
These men are continuing their preparation for priesthood.
The call of the deacon is to be a servant of the community.
This is also the foundational base of the life of the priest. If

Deacon Monty gathers with some of his closest clerical supporters,
Fr Alister Castillo, Fr Rick Loughnan and Fr Edwin Colaco.

our faith community is to survive, we need to encourage
our young men to consider whether God is calling them
to be priests. The Church is also graced by the presence
of religious women and men. A call to enter religious life is
a vital vocation in the Church. Vocations grow in families.
Please pray for our Catholic families and keep encouraging
our young people to ask if God is calling them to priesthood
or religious life.
On 10 October, the Holy Father celebrated a special Mass
in Rome to mark the beginning of the time of preparation
for the 2023 Synod of Bishops. The focus of this synod is
creating a Synodal Church. On 17 October, all dioceses
around the world mark the beginning of this time of
preparation. It is an important moment, as Pope Francis
wishes to hear from all around the world on how we can
be a Church that lives communion, achieves participation,
and is open to mission. Over the next couple of months,
there will be opportunities for us all to participate in this
process. I encourage you to take the time to make your
contributions and know that they are valued. This edition of
Inform offers further detail on how we can respond to Pope
Francis’ invitation for our involvement in preparing for the
2023 synod.
I want to acknowledge Andy Doherty who, after six years
of service to the Christchurch diocese, is finishing in his
role as General Manager. You will have read his regular
contributions to Inform, and many of you will have met him
during his time with us. The General Manager works very
closely with the Bishop and keeps the diocesan Curia (our
central office) running. I am very grateful for Andy’s work
and for the way he has worked with me over these last four
years. I wish Andy and his wife Karyn every blessing as they
head overseas.
Yours in Christ,

The Catholic Parish Of Greymouth celebrated First Holy Communion
on the 13th of June at the 9.30am Mass. Pictured are Frs Mathew Siji
and Tang Phan with the children.

+ Paul Martin SM
Apostolic Administrator - Catholic Diocese of Christchurch
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We’ve just Turned Thirty!
In September 2011 Inform Editor Gerard Duignan wrote, “The first edition of Inform was published in September
1991. Bishop Basil Meeking’s opening words in the first Inform read: “A warm welcome to Inform. It is a response
to my request for further means of communication in our diocese. I hope it may provide some information we
need as intelligent and active members of the Church.”
He said that we are people who live
by faith and that “faith will be the
guide and standard of this modest
publication.” Many stories have been
told, many friends, family members,
loved pastors, and buildings have left
us since then. But so many cherished
memories remain. This humble
newsletter has expanded; it is now
bigger, in full colour, is printed in the
thousands, and available to millions via
our diocesan website. However some
things remain the same. Each bishop
still wants it to continue to celebrate the
best of Catholic life in the Christchurch
diocese.” Gerard Duignan: Inform Editor
(2008-2013)
On Inform’s 25th anniversary in 2016, I

re-printed those same words and
do so again in this Issue. I do so to
show that at 30, Inform remains true
to Bishop Meeking’s original vision,
while reflecting Catholic life in the
Christchurch Diocese over these three
decades. Inform remains a key means
by which our bishop communicates
with us. Its prime purpose is to help
propagate and reflect Catholic life
throughout the diocese and is a
means by which we can all see our
shared communion in the Lord as
members of his Body, the Church.
Along with regular features, we cover
or foreshadow events of significance,
those which have taken place since
the last publication along with those
upcoming. Some pages feature

life in specific parishes from which
submissions have been received. The
life and work of people from primary
school age to the most senior of
Catholics is profiled.
Five thousand copies are produced,
and more recently we have moved to
five larger publications each year. As
earlier indicated, Inform is accessible
and increasingly read online, but the
production of a hard copy remains
a great strength as it ensures intergenerational accessibility and visible
distribution. A hard copy allows
people to take Catholic life to those
who are sick but who are part of our
parish family. When well deployed,
Inform is an evangelical tool to
assist us as Mass-going Catholics to
encourage our families and friends
to become active in the faith. Most
importantly, Inform is a regular record,
documenting our diocesan history,
highlighting areas of the faith of
particular interest or concern in each
edition.

[.Jol't, - 6- 1]
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A Warm Welcome to INFORM.
It is a response to my request for further means of communication in our
diocese. I hope it may provide some of the infonnation we need as
intelligent and active members of the Church.
We are people who live by the light of faith. By that light we recognise
God's revelation in the life and teaching of Jesus and draw from it the
meaning and purpose of our life. That faith will be the guide and standard
of this modest publication. Its link with our Catholic Education Office
should help ensure that.

“The 25th February 2006
marked the beginning of a
new journey of service for
Catholic Social Services
with Bishop John Cunneen’s
Blessing and Ofcial
Opening of the new agency
premises in Cashel Street.

My warm thanks to all who are making this publication possible. I ask all
parishes to have it reach as many Catholic homes as possible.
May God bless you.
Basil Meeking

BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH

Bishop’s Deputy for
Pastoral Planning

Springtime is all round us, in freshness, surprise and new life.
o THE CHURCH IN EASTERN
EUROPE has been released from a
seventy-year winter of persecution
into a tentative, unbelievable spring.
Easter was celebrated with tears of
joy by the old who remembered and
with astonishment by the young to
whom it was a legend.
A wonderful sign of this resurrec
tion was the Pope's meeting with over
a million young people on the eve of
the Assumption �t the shrine of Our
Lady of Czestochowa in Poland.
From every part of the world they
converged on Jasna Gora, crowding
the esplanade in front of the shrine
and filling the broad avenue that runs
to the centre of the town. Pilgrims

from Warsaw alone stretched over a
length of nine kilometres.
"Together with all of you", the Pope
said, "young people gathered from
many countries and continents, I greet
Jesus Christ, Son of God, the Father's
Eternal Word. I bless His Virgin
Mother. I greet you all, your mothers
and fathers, your families, your youth
associations and your homelands, your
pastors and leaders."
"From Rome in 1984, World
Youth Day has moved to Buenos
Aires, Compostela and now to Jasna
Gora ... Our Christian roots are in
both West and East. You young
people must take the great paths of
history to every continent. You must

become witnesses to Christ's beati
tudes, builders of a new civilization of
love in every society. "
The Cross, the Bible and the icon
of the Blessed Virgin Mary formed
the three symbols around which the
prayer vigil turned. The Holy Father
preached on three phrases from a
Polish evening prayer: "I am near
you, I remember you, I watch over
you."
"Much of what will be tomorrow
depends on the commitment of the
Christian generation of today... The
tasks are immense but your hearts are
intrepid, capable of hoping against
hope. And you are not alori�: Christ
is at your side."

Modern, client-friendly
facilities, a very central
location, easily accessible
to all parts of the city and
its traditional caring and
professional response to
community needs, will
ensure this diocesan agency
will continue to provide
signicant support to all who
require it on a no cost basis.
Thank you all who made
our dreams of a new agency
a reality. By supporting our
work you are supporting
your community.”

Mr. Mike Stopforth has been appointed to this new position in
the Diocese.
His work is to coordinate and oversee the new pastoral plan which the
Bishop is introducing to the Christchurch Diocese.
The plan itself has been clearly explained to us all but you will nd a full
description at www.chch.catholic.org.nz/pastoralplan.
The implementation of it is going to take a lot of commitment, trust and
hard work. Mike is there to help us. Please pray for him.
Mike is pictured here with his wife Jacinta, and children Olivia, Andrew,
Grace and Niamh.

Apology

The Editor, Fr. Mike Doyle, regrets that a number of articles, photos and notice of events
could not be printed due to lack of space.

Page 1
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I am sure we all congratulate him and offer him our fullest support and assurance of our prayers.

A Letter from

National Marriage Educators’ Conference Auckland, 28-30 April, 2006
This year, 18 delegates from
Christchurch, the biggest number
yet for an away conference, attended
the 8th Biennial National Marriage
Educators’ Conference at the Crowne
Plaza in Auckland.The conference
was a wonderful event, superbly
organised around the theme “Getting
Married, Staying Married, Fulfilling
the Challenge”. The weekend began
on the Friday night with a Powhiri and
Liturgy, followed by the first keynote
address by Dr Byron and Francine
Pirola who spoke of the key challenges
facing Catholic Marriage preparation
educators today.

Saturday morning’s keynote was given
by Allie Mooney on Personality and
Communication and gave us good
ideas on how we can better our people
skills as we relate and understand those
around us. Amanda Fleming gave the
third keynote address on the Saturday
afternoon entitled “Communication –
the medium is the message” reminding
us that 55% of our communication is
body language, 38% is the way/tone
used in saying something, and the
actual facts/data constitutes a mere 7%
of what is communicated.
The fourth keynote address on Sunday
morning was given by the National

Leaders of Marriage Encounter,
Bronny and David Lea. They spoke of
“Complacency, the Relationship Killer”
and how taking our relationship for
granted can lead to our drifting apart
and ultimately to separation.
The organisation and professionalism
of this Conference was inspirational. It
gave us delegates a real opportunity to
meet with like minded people and gain
renewed enthusiasm and skills for this
wonderful ministry that is an honour
to be part of. The next conference
will be in 2008, and it will then be
Christchurch’s turn to host this event.

Back row: Michael Hughes, Fr Denis Nolan, David Askin, Mike and Jacinta Stopforth, Helen and John Dooley, Simon Roughan, Suzi and Diggs de
Gouveia. Front row: Fr Peter Farrant, Janet Askin, Rosemarie Hughes, David Kan, Therese Roughan, Janeen Kan, Theresa and Russell Madden
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Our Bishop

of Thanksgiving for the Episcopal
Ministry of Bishop John Cunneen is
to be concelebrated by members of
the New Zealand Catholic Bishops’
Conference and the Priests of the
Diocese. This will take place in the
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
on Thursday May 31st, at 7.30 pm. It
is the Feast of the Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, a day that is
highly appropriate for this occasion
as Mary is the first of all believers and
Mother of the Church, and I invite
you to come and give thanks to God
for his grace at work in the life of the
Church and of the one who has been
Bishop amongst us for these past
fifteen years.

My brothers and sisters in Christ,
Early in May, Bishop John Cunneen
was informed by the Holy See that
his letter of resignation as Bishop
of Christchurch had been accepted
as from his 75th birthday with the
consequence that I, as Coadjutor
Bishop, simply begin where Bishop
John has left off. This uncomplicated
and foreseen transition is one aspect
of the Church’s life and reveals a
further dimension of the pastoral
care of Bishop John for our Diocese.
He has borne the heat and burden
of the day as a Bishop in our Diocese
for fifteen years and, as we well
know, the last few years have cost him
greatly as his physical capacities have
gradually deteriorated. With great
determination and constancy Bishop
John has continued to grace numerous
gatherings with his presence and
wisdom and words of faith, even
though the exertions involved in
getting to the various functions,
alighting from vehicles, climbing
steps and stairs and walking from one
place to another were considerable.
Over all his years as a Priest among
us, his personality has been a happy
and serene one but never more
so than in his last few years - in spite
of physical weakness he has been a
great witness to joy and strong faith
and I thank him for his example
of a faithful shepherd in the service

“...he has been a great witness
to joy and strong faith and I
thank him for his example
of a faithful shepherd in the
service of the Lord and his
Church.”

The Newsletter of the
Catholic Bishop of Christchurch
CHRISTMAS ISSUE 83 : DECEMBER 2010

Easter Mass times and Holy Week Liturgies, including the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, for the Diocese visit: www.chch.catholic.org.nz/easter

Bishop Barry Jones D.D. succeeded Bishop John Cunneen D.D. on the 5th May. You can read more
about this in Bishop Barry’s letter to us printed below.

From left to right: Mrs Donna Malone – Personal Assistant to the Manager of the Diocese, Miss Clare Dooly
– Director of the Diocesan Youth Team, Mrs Mary Jo Murphy – Diocesan Director of the (Marriage)Tribunal of
the Catholic Church, Mrs Angela Woolstencroft – Personal Secretary to Bishop John Cunneen

The Newsletter of the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch
EASTER ISSUE 80 : 28 MARCH 2010

Newsletter of the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch

We Have a New Bishop

Women
in the
Church
Increasingly women are
taking a leading role in
the life of the Church.
Pictured are four of the
women in our Diocese
who have happily taken up
the call to serve us all.

“It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you . . .
yes, it is Christmas every time you smile at your brother and offer him
your hand.” - Mother Teresa of Calcutta

inform
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of the Lord and his Church. He has
carefully and cheerfully introduced
me into some of the complexities of
the life of Bishop over the last few
months and I appreciate his kindness
and thoughtfulness greatly.

For myself, I offer my greetings to
you as I begin to pick up the load
of office which Bishop John has
put down. As I wrote to the Priests
recently, I promise to serve them and
the people of the Diocese in fidelity
to the Lord and as best I can. Since
my ordination last October as a
Bishop, great kindness and support
have been shown to me, especially
in the matter of prayers for the
assistance of the Holy Spirit, and I
am both needy for these prayers and
deeply grateful.

In order to recognise this
significant turning point in the life of
our Diocese of Christchurch, a Mass

Yours sincerely,
Barry Jones

Farewell Bishop John Cunneen DD

“Getting established, getting known,
getting going.”
A new committee of the NZ Catholic
Bishops Conference met in February
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish,
St Albans. As religious diversity the
Bishops have established this committee,
convinced that the Church needs to be
more visible in this area. It follows their
endorsement of the National Statement
on Religious Diversity, prepared by the
NZ Human Rights Commission. The
committee will liaise with the Pontifical
Council for Inter-Religious Dialogue,
develop networks throughout Australasia,
educate and encourage Catholics to
engage in interfaith dialogue, and
respond to appropriate moments of
multi-faith prayer, such as during natural
disasters and international crises.

With extensive
backgrounds in interfaith
work in Fiji, Pakistan,
India, North and West
Africa, France, the Middle
East and NZ, NZCBC
committee for Interfaith
Relations includes - Sr
Catherine Jones SMSM,
Boutros Nam (Ministry
Social Development), Nick
Borthwick (Caritas), Sr
John Bosco Kendall, RSJ
(Wanganui), Sharron Cole
(Wellington), and Fr Kevin
Toomey, OP (Dunedin),
Sr Bertha Hurley SMSM
(Christchurch).

New Bishop’s Committee
for Interfaith Relations
meets

Ecumenical launch of Lent
The combined choirs of the Christ
Church Cathedral and the Cathedral
of the Blessed Sacrament joined voices
at a special liturgy on Ash Wednesday.
Bishop Barry Jones and Bishop Victoria
Matthews, who gave an inspired
address, prayed together with Dean
Peter Beck and Msgr Charles Drennan to
start the Lenten season.
It was in the spirit of the joint
declaration of the Archbishop of Canterbury and Pope Benedict XVI, and in the
spirit of Pope John Paul II’s encyclical
letter on the quest for Christian unity
“that they may all be one”.
Josephine Oorschot flanked by her
counterpart from the Anglican Cathedral
process together.
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Bishop Barry Jones remembers the Most
Reverend John Jerome Cunneen RIP
Bishop John was visiting his family
in July when he was admitted to the
Ashburton Hospital. He was diagnosed
with cancer. Consequently he did not
return to his apartment at St. John
Fisher House, Christchurch, but to the
Larmenier Wing of Nazareth House.
Sisters of Nazareth and staff cared for
him with great love and skill until his
death on 9 November.
Until his last two days Bishop John
was very pleased to interact with
the many visitors who came to see
him, remembering their names and
picking up on their last contacts in his
extraordinarily gifted way. Holy Mass
was celebrated in his room daily, usually
by Bishop Basil Meeking – a great
comfort to him. He would rouse himself
with great determination to answer all
the prayers from beginning to end.
When he died, Bishop John lay in
state and was present for the celebration
of holy Mass at Nazareth House,
the Carmelite Monastery and the
Tafesilafai Catholic Samoan Centre, for
the Community’s traditional prayers
for one of its own members. Then for
two days at St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral,
each concluding with a concelebrated
Requiem Mass, one celebrated by Fr
Paulo Filoiali’i, the Samoan Chaplain,
and the other celebrated by the VicarGeneral, Fr Rick Loughnan.
At his funeral Requiem Mass were
Thomas Cardinal Williams, Archbishop
Balvo, Apostolic Nuncio, members of
the NZ Catholic Bishops Conference and
Bishops Emeriti. In his homily, Bishop
Basil Meeking spoke of him as a priest
and bishop characterised by “pastoral
charity”.

I knew him similarly. His compassion
and gentleness enabled him to reach
out to persons whose life had become
difficult or who had made bad choices.
He saw good in every one, and seemed
never to become disillusioned by being
let down. His sunny and serene nature
never wavered, nor did his faith and
trust in God, not even when he was
tested by the stroke which incapacitated
him in 2003 or by the cancer which
finally caused his death.
A small burial party including his
brother bishops, laid him to rest near
the grave of Bishop Edward Joyce (who
had ordained him a priest in Ashburton
on 8 July 1956). They lie in the Lady

Chapel of a dim and broken Cathedral.
The burial prayers were said carefully
and the “Salve Regina“ sung, the
last prayer at a priest’s funeral. His
grave was filled and covered, with the
inclusion of the fine mat presented by
his Samoan friends as a last mark of
respect.
Almighty and merciful God, eternal
Shepherd of your people, listen to our
prayers and grant that your servant, John
Jerome Cunneen, our bishop, to whom
you granted the care of this Church, may
enter the joy of his eternal Master, there
to receive the rich reward of his labours.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Check your parish Christmas Mass times: www.chch.catholic.org.nz

INFORM DECEMBER 2010

I have been Inform Editor for eight
years. I remain grateful to all our
Inform editors, Sr Margaret D’Ath,
Fr Chris Friel, Fr Mike Doyle, and Mr
Gerard Duignan, all of whom have
brought their gifts and literary flair.
May I thank my Assistant Editors,
Zachary Ashley and Caitlin Godfrey,
for their patience and eye for detail,



Good number gather for Safeguarding Starter Day
A group of 45 people, made up of priests, parish safeguarding coordinators, parish
staff, and personnel from other Catholic communities, gathered for a day of formation
on Safeguarding. Led by Pamela Arthurs of the National Office for Professional
Standards (NOPS), the programme began with participants working on the national
safeguarding course. This course recognises the Church's responsibility to value all
people, protect them from harm, and to create an environment where people are
welcome and safe. It is designed to raise awareness of the need for safeguarding
in the Church and to deepen our understanding of the Church's perspective on
safeguarding. The day builds on the parish workshops undertaken throughout the
diocese, as we work to increase the safeguarding culture in our parishes and other
Church communities.
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Faithfest 2013, a great moment for our Diocese
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St Peter’s Beckenham, closed in 2011 and recently reopened.
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The Bell family is keeping it Catholic as they await the birth of Jesus.

Personal sPiritual insights from around the parishes

Bishop’s Decision to Deconstruct
catheDral of the BlesseD sacrament (pages 4-5)

SiSter Catherine of ChriSt oCD: Final vows at the Carmel (pages 16-17)

JuBilate 2019 “Sing of the Lord’s Goodness” (page 7)

Santa Mania: faMilieS keep it CatholiC aS we CoMe to ChriStMaS (page 18)

lincoln parishioners celebrate their new home (pages 14-17)

John JoSeph GriMeS SM: first Bishop of Christchurch, part 2 (page 19-21)

sr pauline o’regan rip (page 26)

50 years of fidelity: an era of heavenly MuSiC

1

(pages 22-25)
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our main proof readers Alice Flett and
Sr Eleanor Capper rsj for their much
needed literary pedantry, designers
Ken Hudson and Cath Waller for their
creative talent, and Marie Turner and
Brian Roughan of Sprint Print for its
continued quality production. As I
read through your submissions, I
always have much for which to pray
and give thanks to God as so many
good things, so many good thoughts,
are expressed in its pages. Inform is a
joy to edit and help produce as every

(page 14)

(page 18)

St Peter Chanel Waimakariri - evangelising online (page 18)
St Teresa’s Choir Riccarton - sacred music online (page 24)

(page 22)

st MattheW’s
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a much anTiciPaTed
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(page 5)

Saint Vincent de Paul meeting PeoPle in need (page 16)
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Profiling
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St VinCent de paul
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Giving thanks for an
important spiritual home

Fr Tang Phan

Bishop Paul with the legal documents and keys to the new church in Lincoln.

Archbishop’s Office
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FaTher Kevin clarK, riP (page 7) 15Th anniversary OF The JOhn Paul ii cenTre FOr liFe (page 10)

Celebrating the Rite of eleCtion for those journeying into full Communion (page 6)

re-OPening OF sacred hearT Basilica (page 16) celeBraTing JuBilaTe 2020 (page 30)

Unveiling the plans for MaRian College in Papanui (page 20) PRofiling a CWl MoveR & shakeR (page 26)
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issue reflects the fact that Christ is
present in his people, that God is at
work in the world, and that there is
every reason for hope. In the words
of Gerard Duignan, “Thanks to all
contributors to Inform... and to you for
reading it! Please pass it on.”
In Christ
Ken Joblin - Editor
Previous issues of Inform can be
read here: https://www.archives.
chchcatholic.nz/newsletters

Support Life Sunday 2021:
SUPPORTING AND HONOURING HEALTH CARERS
“Every day we witness the testimony of
courage and sacrifice of healthcare workers”
Pope Francis: Message for International Nurses Day 2020
“Supporting and honouring health carers” is the theme of Support Life Sunday on
10 October. This year’s focus acknowledges the work of health carers, including
family carers and health professionals, who are on the frontline in supporting and
protecting life.
The change of name and focus to Support Life Sunday recognises that we
need to move beyond political debate or legal argument and extend to active,
practical support for people facing a range of life challenges at the beginning of
life, throughout life, and at the end of life.
Health carers are currently under intense pressure because of the Covid-19
pandemic, as well as experiencing the impact of recent changes to New
Zealand’s abortion and euthanasia legislation. Health carers are also witnesses
to the ongoing impact on health and life, of poverty, exclusion, attitudes towards
disabilities, and addictions.
Pope Francis has acknowledged and thanked health carers in many statements
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. This year’s Support Life Sunday resources
share the stories of health carers who are examples of people who support life in
their homes, jobs, and careers. Each of our parishes and communities has many
such examples. This is an opportunity to acknowledge and support those who
support life.
The Support Life Sunday resources have been prepared by the Catholic Bishops'
Nathaniel Centre for Bioethics and are online here:
www.catholic.org.nz/resources/support-life-sunday-2021

Issue 129 - Spring 2021

Nga mihi nui

from the editorial desk
Welcome to Inform Issue 129, our
Spring edition. Inform was first
produced as a newsletter for the
Christchurch Diocese in September
1991, so it is fitting to mark its 30th
birthday in this edition.
Among our stories, we honour the
heritage and history of St Joseph
the Worker, Lyttleton. We pause to
give thanks for the life of Sr Leonie
O’Neill rsm. We celebrate the beauty
of Jubilate 2021, our Catholic music
festival in the Christchurch Town Hall.
We profile the work of St Vincent de
Paul in meeting immediate and long
term needs in our community.
After you have read this Issue, please
pass it on to others who may connect
with a word or story from within its
covers.
In Christ,
Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

The diocesan website:

www.chchcatholic.nz
lists information about
parishes, Mass times,
diocesan news and events.
Parishes, schools and
church groups are welcome
to advertise events.
Please email mstopforth@cdoc.nz
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ArchBishop’s Office

Synod 2021-2023
Pope Francis has announced that there will be a Synod of Bishops in 2023.
What is unusual about this synod is a world wide process of discernment
that will lead up to the synod.
This process is the beginning of
moving to a “synodal church” - of
walking together and authentic
listening to one another. It seeks to
renew and unite us more deeply as
the People of God.
Synods in the church are not
unusual, but what is different about
this synod is the process being
launched worldwide that provides an
opportunity for all to participate. This is
“first and foremost a spiritual process”
as we listen to the Holy Spirit. “This is
a process of humbly learning together
how God is calling us to be as the
Church in the third millennium”.

each diocese. The documents provide
good background to the ethos of the
synod and can be found on the synod
website www.synod.va/en.html

Questions for reflection
The fundamental question of the
Synod is:

A synodal Church, in announcing
the Gospel, “journeys together”:
How is this “journeying together”
happening today in your particular
Church? What steps does the Spirit
invite us to take in order to grow in
our “journeying together”?

This ties in very well with our own
diocesan renewal as the synod
ultimately is about helping us to be
more fruitful in mission.
There is a strong emphasis to ensure
that we listen and make every effort
to involve those who feel excluded
or marginalised, such as women,
migrants, older people, people who
live in poverty, and Catholics who
rarely or never practice their faith.

Guiding documents
In early September, the Vatican
released two documents, the
‘Preparatory Document’ and the
‘Official Handbook’ to guide the
listening and discernment phase in

To help us explore the fundamental
question, we are invited to reflect on
ten main themes: The Journeying
Companions; Listening; Speaking out;
Celebrating; Sharing Responsibility for
the Mission; Dialogue in Church and
Society; Ecumenism; Authority and
Participation; Discerning and Deciding;
and Forming Ourselves in Synodality.

Timeframe
The plan is for our diocesan
discernment to take place in

November. All dioceses must have
material to the New Zealand Bishops’
Conference by 4th February 2022.

Your participation
In the coming weeks, you are invited
to participate in this global synodal
journey by taking the time to pray
and reflect on the themes above and
respond to questions.
More information and materials
will be made available through
parishes, the diocesan website, and
on our diocesan facebook page. We
encourage everyone to take part with
submissions able to be made online or
by participating in a group.
The preparation document states,
“The purpose of the Synod, and
therefore of this consultation, is not
to produce documents, but to plant
dreams, draw forth prophecies and
visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire
trust, bind up wounds, weave together
relationships, awaken a dawn of hope,
learn from one another and create
a bright resourcefulness that will
enlighten minds, warm hearts, give
strength to our hands.”

Diocesan contact for the synod
Mike Stopforth
Email: mstopforth@cdoc.nz
Phone: 027 5398 542

Diocesan Process
October - November

December - January

End of January

4 February









Diocesan
discussions

Diocesan
submission drafted

Diocesan
pre-synodal meeting

Diocesan submissions provided
to NZ Bishops’ Conference

National Process
March
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April





Drafting of Bishops’ Conference synthesis

Bishops’ Conference synthesis is sent to the
General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops in Rome along
with the contributions of each of the dioceses

Barbara & Bob Te Miha
ChCh Catholic Commission of Justice & Peace

“Mary does not let herself be paralysed by fear or pride. Mary is not the type who, to be
comfortable, needs a good sofa where she can feel safe and sound. She is no couch potato.”
- Pope Francis: World Youth Day, 2017.
These words from Pope Francis mirror
those in the exhortation, Marialis
Cultus, 1974:
“Mary of Nazareth was far from being
a timidly, submissive woman, one
whose piety was repellant to others;
on the contrary, she was a woman
who did not hesitate to proclaim
that God vindicates the humble and
the oppressed, and removes the
powerful people of this world from
their privileged positions. The modern
woman will recognise in Mary a
woman of strength, who experienced
poverty and suffering, flight and exile.”
(n 37)
Mary’s song of praise to the Lord, the
Magnificat, was sung in response to
a greeting from her cousin Elizabeth,
whose unborn child leapt in her
womb at the sound of Mary’s voice.
She sang of how the hungry would be
filled with good things, the rich would

Sub tuum praesidium
confugimus
Sancta Dei Genitrix:
nostras deprecationes
ne despicias in
necessitatibus nostris
sed a periculis cunctis
libera nos semper,
Virgo gloriosa et
benedicta. Amen.

be sent away empty, the lowly be
raised, the proud scattered, and mercy
shown to those who loved the Lord.
The Magnificat continues to be sung
today in churches and monasteries
around the world, and brings both
comfort and joy to those who hear
it. Through her words, Mary has
become the symbol of the poor and
marginalised, and is viewed by many
as the protector of humankind. So
subversive were her words, that during
the civil war in Guatemala in the 1980s,
the government forbade the public
recitation of the Magnificat.
We see her again at the wedding
at Cana where she precipitates her
Son into his ministry by standing
beside the vulnerable, in this case the
embarrassed host who is powerless to
provide more wine for his guests. She
does not answer her Son’s questions,
only points the host and his servants

We fly to your protection
O Holy Mother of God:
despise not our prayers
in our necessities but
deliver us from all evil
O glorious and blessed
Virgin. Amen.

ArchBishop’s Office

MARY - Social Justice Warrior

towards salvation, placing herself
forever on the side of the weak and
helpless.
Mary - Mediatrix and Intercessor the mother of all people who helps
and protects individuals and nations
and mediates prayers to God. She is
known by many names - Our Lady,
E Hata Meri, Notre Dame, Nuestra
Senora, Madonna, Maryam, La
Negrita of Costa Rico, and around the
3rd Century, she acquired the title
‘Theotokos,’ from a fragment of Greek
text that became the oldest known
prayer petition to the Mother of God. It
is better known today in its Latin form
- Sub Tuum Praesidium.

E oma ana mātou
ki roto ki tōu pā
e te Hata Matua o te Atua
aua koe e whakakino
ki o mātou īnoinga i
o mātou mate; engari
whakaoranga mātou
ake ake i ngā mea mataku
katoa, e te Takakau
i whakakorōriatia,
i whakapaingia. Āmene.

The best range of Catholic gifts and
church supplies in the South Island
373 Manchester Street, Christchurch
Monday - Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm
Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm
03 366 2853
catholicshop@cdoc.nz
thecatholicshopchch
thecatholicshopchch
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Around the Parishes

St Joseph the Worker, Lyttelton

A Unique and Historic Christchurch Parish
We begin our focus on the former Lyttelton parish of St Joseph the Worker with excerpts taken from an article by
Dave Sanders in Lyttelton Review.
St Joseph’s Church was renamed St
Joseph the Worker in the 1980’s, to
better reflect the working-class nature
of the Lyttelton people. This stone
Gothic designed church was built in
1865 at a cost of £1135. It was the first
Catholic church in the Christchurch
Diocese and the second in the South
Island.
During the 1951 National Waterfront
dispute, which lasted 151 days, 20,000
port workers went on strike, protesting
over financial hardship and poor
working conditions. The government
censored the Press, de-registered
the Union, made striking illegal, and
declared it illegal to give money or
food to the locked-out strikers or their
families. However, the parishioners
of St Joseph’s held strongly to their
Christian ethics and assisted those
families.
The first major earthquake on 4
September 2010, measuring 7.1 on
the Richter scale, damaged three
churches in Winchester Street, and St
Joseph’s church, partially collapsed,
was deemed too dangerous to use,
with the celebration of Masses being
moved into the school-house. The
earthquake on 22 February 2011 put
Lyttelton into lock down, the road
tunnel and both passes closed, and
the only way in or out was by sea,

or by walking over the steep Rapaki
track. On 13 June 2011 a third major
quake hit the area and the front of the
Church collapsed completely, and the
move to de-consecrate was made,
before demolition followed in October.
The celebration of Masses was then
moved to the Presbytery on Exeter
Street, which consequently became
the Parish Centre.
Historically, St Joseph’s parish
has stood alongside port workers,
carpet factory workers, and hospital
cleaners in their call for better
conditions; helped to feed stranded
Russian trawler crews; worked with
new refugee families; organised
and delivered Christmas parcels
to the elderly and housebound in
our community; and committed to
overseas projects, the most significant
being the financial support given to
women’s collectives in three villages
in East Timor. St Joseph’s parish has
consistently followed the teaching to
‘Love thy Neighbour’. Our parish house
and Sr Thecla House (which was
gifted to the Parish by the late Tommy
O’Neill) were for a time part of the
Catholic Worker Movement - offering
respite and hospitality.
Fr Denis Nolan, a former St Joseph’s
Parish priest, spoke at the final Mass,
with the walls of the earthquake-

Move with
conﬁdence
However you’re stuck, we are a Christchurch
law ﬁrm that is here to help, not make it harder.
That’s why our legal advice is simple to understand
with a clear point of view, so you can make decisions
you’re sure about and get moving again.

+64 3 339 9940
cavell.co.nz
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St Joseph the Worker’s Catholic
church opened on 29th June, 1865

damaged church literally falling out
and the roof ‘kneeling down’. A security
fence was put around the building, and
part of the six-foot-high fence became
a memorial focus, where messages
or signs of grief and encouragement
were hung, including fabric hearts
embroidered with “Remember”
and “Peace be With You”. The most
poignant for him was written in chalk
on the ground in front of the ruined
church: “Ite Missa Est” (Go, the Mass has
ended). These words on the asphalt
were as much an encouragement
for the future as they were a mark of
respect, sadness, and conclusion.
A memorial for the St Joseph’s church,
built with salvaged materials from
the church, will be built down on the
front of the church land on Winchester
Street, and fundraising efforts towards
the costs of this memorial are invited.
Donations are to the Friends of St
Joseph Charitable Trust - a registered
charity. Email gerrydoherty@xtra.co.nz
for more details or donations can be
lodged to our bank account 03 1599
0125719 00 (reference your name)
while also sending an email to Gerry
Doherty confirming the donation.

Around the Parishes
L-R: Frs Benito Velasco, Paulo Filoialii,
Dan Doyle (officiating), & Denis Nolan

A Reflection on the Final Mass
The final Mass was celebrated on
the site of the demolished church at
3.30pm on 1 May, its patronal feast
day. Just days earlier, a marquee was
erected on the site to provide sheltered
seating for 150, while more than 50 of
our congregation either stood in and
around it, or sat outside. Our 156-yearold church bell was returned to the
site for this special day, along with
some original church stones. Our
gas lamp archway and gates on the
Winchester Street entrance were also
restored in time for this Mass.

Within this setting and with
mixed emotions, past and current
parishioners met for this significant
moment in our community. Our
Anglican friends across the road rang
their bell to pay their final respects,
and we were joined by other Lyttelton
supporters. Mass began with the
ringing of our St Joseph’s School
bell (more than a century old). We
welcomed five priests who were
closely associated with St Joseph’s in
its more recent history. Our principal
celebrant was Fr Dan Doyle, who
became our parish priest after the
earthquakes. Fr Denis Nolan joined
him at the altar, as he was our parish
priest at the time of the earthquakes.
We were blessed to have Fr Benito
Velasco and his brother priests Frs
Peter Costello and Paulo Filoialii join
us, as they serve the Christchurch
East parish which encompasses our
community.

acknowledged Fr Denis Nolan who
had to deal with the destruction of our
Church and the de-consecration of our
Holy Ground in 2011. We recognised
the challenge that experience was for
him and for us all.

At the conclusion of Mass, we listened
to testimonials from Fr Jim Consedine,
Dave and Shirley Sanders, Moira and
Martin Barr, Tyrone Fields, and Aine
and Aoife Doherty. Fr Consedine
summarised our history and heritage,
and shared his special memories
with much sincerity and grace, but
also with some cheeky Irish humour.
We recalled our special priests from
over the past sixty years who did
so much to support us in our faith.
These priests included Frs Brendan
Gibbons, John Coleman, Seamus
Clenaghan, Kevin O’Reilly, and Robert
Wilson (who created the world record
for the fastest Mass possible). We

Fr Jim Consedine reminded us that our
church and our parish are not about
buildings - our parish is about us, we
the people, united by our Catholic
faith and local Catholic heritage. These
words provided us with some comfort
as we look to the future.

An interpretation of the memorial for the St Joseph's church, which will
be built with salvaged materials from the church, submitted by Martin
Barr, Architect and former student of St Joseph’s Lyttelton

For many decades, we were united
as a parish community by our special
Sisters of Mercy and both St Mary’s
and St Joseph’s Schools. When the
convent was sold we felt very sad,
but we were all pleased that our
Sisters would continue to be a part
of our parish for many years to come.
This legacy continued with Sr Thecla
and then Sr Judith, who has been
supporting our parish for more than
30 years. Our current parishioners
are also very special people who
have kept their strong faith during
challenging times.

If you wish to join our Facebook Page,
please search for St Joseph’s Lyttelton
(Parish and School) and send a friend
request to join up. There is no doubt
our Catholic heritage and presence
in Lyttelton for over 156 years has
shaped many of us into who we are
today.
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Around the Parishes

Catholic Parish of Christchurch East
launches its Parish Plan
The weekend of 13-15 August was the perfect opportunity for the Catholic
Parish of Christchurch East to come together and celebrate the Solemnity
of the Assumption and to launch our Parish Plan.
We were fortunate indeed to do so,
as two days later New Zealand was
launched into Level 4 lockdown.
On Friday evening, we celebrated our
realisation of the need for God’s mercy
in the Second Rite of Reconciliation.
On Saturday, we offered twelve hours
of Eucharistic Adoration. This time
allowed individuals, families, and
parish groups to worship and pray
before Jesus Christ in the Blessed
Sacrament, and to experience
oneness with him. Sunday saw us
gather together for a large parish Mass
at St Anne’s, Woolston, as we joined
with the Church throughout Aotearoa
New Zealand in re-dedicating our
country to the care of Mary, Mother of
God, Assumed into Heaven.
A parish survey completed in May
gave parishioners the opportunity
to share their ideas on the spiritual
formation and social interaction they

wished to see within our parish. The
Leadership Team drew out the themes
and priorities from this survey and
presented it to us in our Parish Plan.
Following the celebration of the Mass,
we joined together for a shared lunch
with delicious delicacies reflecting
the cultural diversity of our parish
community. We were entertained by
the St James Samoan Community, two
Irish dances including a Glasgow Reel
from Eve Solodi, a medley of tunes on
the bagpipes from Greg Shannahan,
the St Anne’s Samoan Community,
and tunes from the Filipino Band
complete with parish priest Fr Benito
Velasco as celebrity drummer! Overall,
a wonderful weekend of celebrating
together as a parish family.

Our Parish Vision
Our Catholic Parish of Christchurch
East will grow an inclusive welcoming

faith community, which supports one
another to deepen our relationship
with Jesus Christ, and, by our actions
and words, encourage others to join
our faith journey.
The four priority themes of connection
and community, spiritual formation,
social justice, and communication,
provide a focus for parish activities
over the next year. We will expand
these themes and then move on
to other themes identified in the
survey. The Leadership Team looks
forward to walking this journey with
us and guiding us, as together, we
look to the future of the Catholic
Parish of Christchurch East; a vibrant
faith community, alive and active,
engaging with our schools, youth,

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005
Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz
10

0800 555 553

school parents, cultural groups, and all
of our community. This engagement
includes those who have yet to meet
Christ, caring and reaching out to
our seniors, and all in need in our
geographical areas of Aranui, Diamond
Harbour, Lyttelton, New Brighton,
Sumner, and Woolston.

Our First Holy Communion Programme

Greymouth Parish

This year the Christchurch North Parish has 143 children preparing for
their first Reconciliation and first Holy Communion. Children are coming
from throughout our parish which now includes students from St Albans
Catholic, St Patrick's, Christ the King, and St Joseph's Primary Schools,
along with 22 students from non-Catholic schools.
We are using "My Catholic Faith
Delivered", an online Catechesis
programme. This online resource is
working very well, especially in these
Covid affected times.
A highlight of this journey was our
retreat at St Bede's College on
15 August, the Solemnity of the
Assumption. Each of our students was
accompanied by a parent. 300 of us
began the day with Mass offered by Fr
Alister Castillo in the beautiful St Bede's
Chapel. Fr Castillo made the most of
his opportunity to teach our students
about the centrality of the Mass.
Following a BYO lunch in the College
grounds, parents joined with Fr John
O'Connor who encouraged them to
explore their faith, their deep down
desire to be in union with God and the
hope we find in Him. During this time,
the students returned to the chapel

for Mass 101, a session to deepen
their understanding of the rituals of
the Mass and put them into practice.
Among other things, they discovered
the reasons behind our liturgical
posture: why we sit, stand, and kneel,
and why we make the sign of the
cross with holy water on entering and
exiting the church. This wonderful
day concluded with a craft project,
decorating a holy bookmark and
colouring in a simple workbook.
First Holy Communion is scheduled for
Sunday 7 November in the centennial
Chapel of St Andrew's College. Please
keep our families in your prayers, that
the day will remain significant and that
the Mass will be central throughout
their lives.
Irene Maguire
Discipleship Coordinator
Christchurch North Parish

Around the Parishes

Preparing to Receive the Food of Salvation

Greymouth Parish Priest Fr Mathew
Siji with members of Heartland West
Coast Rugby Team and the visiting New
Zealand Marist Colts Rugby Team

A great number of the parishioners
enjoyed a variety of international
cuisines at Greymouth Parish’s Cultural
Get Together

Music FESTIVAL

Mid Canterbury Bible Study Group
Goes Online
Midway through a 12 week study on the Biblical Roots of the Liturgy of the
Eucharist, the Mid Canterbury Parish Bible Study group went online during
our most recent lockdown.
Karen Meehan, who leads the
group, is a recent graduate of Good
Shepherd College, and was a recipient
of the Bishop's St John the Baptist
Scholarship in 2019. Her studies
primarily focussed on Biblical Studies.
She is enrolled at Otago University for
2022 to study New Testament Greek
as she continues with her passion for
the Word and Biblical Studies.
Most members, who range from their
30's up to age 94, were not familiar
with Zoom, but every one of the 14
members said "yes," and after a crash
course in Zoom, the group continued
its studies virtually.

The Mid Canterbury Parish Bible Study
group meets 2-3 times a year for
block courses. The next block course
is an Advent Study on Joseph, titled:
"Looking to the needs of others; what
we can learn from Joseph."

Around 250 singers from Church, Concert,
and Community choirs sing "How
Lovely Are Thy Dwellings" by Brahms to
complete an hour-long concert in
St Mary's Pro-Cathedral on the Feast
of the Assumption

A Sacred Music bracket began this
concert, with an ecumenical Choir drawn
from a range of churches throughout the
city, directed by Paul Ellis and Ken Joblin
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Religious

Sister Leonie O’Neill RSM
Died 12 September 2021

Kia okioki ia i runga i te Rangimarie - May she rest in peace
Sister Leonie O’Neill, known to many in this diocese and beyond, was born in
Cromwell and regarded Fairlie as her home area. After her secondary schooling
in Timaru where she was a top student and leader, and well on the way to
qualifications as a speech teacher, Leonie trained at Christchurch Teachers’ College.
A few days before her twentieth
birthday she returned to Timaru to
explore God’s call to religious life.
In 1953 she professed her vows as a
Sister of Mercy taking the motto, “All
I want is to know God”. This desire
drew her onwards and to ever greater
depths throughout her life.
She was already a qualified classroom
teacher and had her LTCL in speech
and drama when she was assigned to
Sisters of Mercy schools in Canterbury
and on the West Coast. She related
to students with empathy and insight.
As a student at Villa Maria College, I
remember her as a calm, competent,
encouraging, and interesting teacher,
as well as a provider of amazing
extracurricular speech and drama
opportunities. She encouraged us to
respond from our innermost being.
She continued her own lifelong

learning in order to empower others.
As a young sister, and also teaching,
she studied towards her BA. Later
she extended her qualifications to
acquire a specific background for
teaching English to speakers of other
languages. As a ‘mature student’,
she graduated with a Masters and
continued on to receive her PhD in
English as a 76 year old.
Much of Leonie’s ministry drew on her
love of literature, especially poetry.
Among other speech and drama
teachers she was a faithful friend
and supporter of their associations.
She shared her expertise at their
gatherings and through her training
sessions and publications made
her techniques and knowledge
readily accessible for all. She was
an adjudicator at competitions
throughout the country. She was

“Leonie’s inner strength enabled her to
face personal challenges and to bring out
the best in others, so that they too could
continue the journey to inner peace and
use their God-given gifts in service.”

also an examiner for Speech New
Zealand and in addition was invited by
the Trinity College Speech Board to
examine overseas.
While the initiative of a student
ensured she was honoured with a
Queen’s Service Medal, she stayed
quietly faithful to her everyday
ministries and activities. She engaged
with people from all walks of life, was
a confidante for others and a faithful
parishioner for many years at St Mary’s,
Manchester Street. She responded
to requests from many parishes to
provide training sessions to enhance
the skills of Proclaimers of the Word.
Her manual continues to remind these
readers that their focus is God’s Word.
She assisted Catholic schools on many
occasions encouraging and adjudicating
at speech and drama events.
Leonie’s inner strength enabled her to
face personal challenges and to bring
out the best in others, so that they too
could continue the journey to inner
peace and use their God-given gifts in
service.
As her Mercy Sisters, we knew her
as a warm and engaging woman,
an effective communicator, a born
actor, and a delightful entertainer.
She engaged us in both serious and
light-hearted occasions with skill, good
humour, poetry, and creative song. Our
Mercy Constitutions encourage us to
follow a rhythm from prayer to ministry
and ministry to prayer. Leonie often
returned to the saying, “to work is to
pray and to pray is to work”. (St Benedict)
As we farewell her today, she might
invite us to pause and address God
with one of her loved quotes from
Gerard Manley Hopkins,
“God... dost thou touch me afresh?”
(The Wreck of the Deutschland)
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Two of Sr Leonie’s bird paintings, a number of which she
would offer as gifts to friends and family

Tribute by Sr Mary Catherwood RSM

Religious

“All I want is to know God.”
- Sr Leonie’s motto

Excerpts taken from the homily of Fr John O’Connor, principal celebrant at the
Requiem Mass for Sr Leonie O’Neill RSM on Friday 17 September, 2021 in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral
Sr Leonie O’Neill understood that a world without the sufferings that yearn for salvation would be a world without
the art, music, literature, and poetry that is the fruit of these endurances.
Of course Leonie never wished for
suffering for herself or for anyone, and
she struggled when she saw suffering
in others as in herself. But since she
was on the journey of growing to know
God, and because as a small child,
she had been introduced with the
crucifix to a suffering, dying, then a
dead saviour, she knew that so long as
she stayed with the saviour, she would
also be carried to the abundance of
life both now and eternally, the life
that was her heart’s desire.
I met Leonie a year or two into her new
era, teaching her much loved speech
and drama students in an upstairs
room at the old St Mary’s in Colombo
Street. As I arrived for my sessions, I’d
often meet another student departing;
sometimes parent and child (and I was
never too sure which of them was the
student). At other times I’d run into
a university student rushing from an
hour with Leonie to rugby practice or
to dress for a date. What a diverse, rich
world God had led Leonie to.
Then one day Leonie had the bright
idea to bring her young adult students
together so that as well as our A.T.
or L.T. exams which we were already
stressed enough about, she could
get us to together do a Grade Eight
Choral Speaking exam while the Trinity
College examiner was in town. We had
never heard of Choral Speaking. Surely
that was an oxymoron?
I will never forget the look on the face
of Maureen, the examiner, when our
group of twenty young adults filed into
the room, dressed sharply in black and
white, then launched into a ten minute
performance of the opening of author
Alan Paton’s classic “Cry, the Beloved
Country”, “There is a lovely road that
runs from Ixopo into the hills. These
hills are grass-covered and rolling, and
they are lovely beyond any singing of it...”

limited mobility could muster the
presence and the passion of such a
diverse group. Even more, it was clear
that Leonie loved her students. Yes,
she loved us and we loved her.

“Leonie’s words should
be “bottled” so that
future generations
could benefit from her
wisdom.”
As we performed, I knew Leonie was
thinking not of South Africa but of the
lovely rolling and grass covered lands
of her youth, Central Otago, Mackenzie
Country, and Westland. I know that
Leonie was watching the examiner
Maureen’s response to her students,
Maureen who was as surprised as
the author would have been, by the
fact that an aging religious sister with

A few years ago at the Bishop Lyons
public speaking competition, Leonie
and I happily ran into each other. It was
a significant moment, exactly 70 years
since Leonie was a participant in the
very first Bishop Lyons competition
in 1945. Now Leonie was adjudicating
the scripture reading, as she was often
called on to do. Before naming the
place-getters, she was called on by
Justin Boyle, the rector of the host
college, to say a few words, Justin
suggesting that Leonie’s words should
be “bottled” so that future generations
could benefit from her wisdom.
Leonie began her response, telling
the young people that their weekend
had mostly been about their words
in debates and speeches, continuing
that “The Scripture Reading section of
this weekend competition is different.
When you read from the scriptures,
you are reading God’s Word. You are
allowing God to use your mouth to
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Continued from page 13...

speak God’s words. It is not about
your words at all. This is God’s Word
that you are speaking. You are doing
“a beautiful thing for God.” When
the Word of God is spoken aloud,
effectively, through preparation,
audibility, and ministry, this Word has
the power to change people. The faith
of everybody in the room is increased,
even though we may not be aware of
this increase. After hearing the Word
of God, we leave the room as changed
people. In this light, in a contest such

as the Bishop Lyons Public Speaking
event, who is placed first, second,
or third is a minor thing. What is of
ultimate importance is that, in this
weekend, through our words and
actions, we have come to know God
more intimately.”
Leonie concluded in a scripture text
chosen for the occasion which brings
us back to her life motto:
“Let us know, let us press on to know
the Lord; His appearing is as sure as
the dawn, he will come to us like the
showers, like the spring rains that water

the earth...For I desire steadfast love
and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God
rather than burnt offerings.” (Hosea 6)
Leonie, God has used you to teach us
much. You have been our companion
on the journey. Our hearts are full
with gratitude. There is sadness in our
parting, but we now with joy give you
into God’s keeping, as together we
press on to know the Lord who comes
to us like the showers, like the spring
rains that water the earth.
Together now, we press on to know
the Lord.

Sister Mary Scanlon’s Platinum Jubilee
On Thursday 1 July, Sr Mary Scanlon celebrated her platinum jubilee at Nazareth Chapel, Christchurch.
Some 60 guests rejoiced with Mary achieving 70 years in the Little Company of Mary.
Sr Mary’s friends and colleagues
were led in a liturgy by Frs Jeff Drane
and Peter Head SM, which reached
a highlight when Mary lit a jubilee
candle and renewed the vows she
had made in 1951. Equally moving for
the congregation was a song played
during communion composed by
Mary’s sister, Norah Rumble, who
had died recently. Entitled “The Spirit
of Calvary”, it personalised the spirit
Mary lived by for 70 years, providing a
poignant moment in the liturgy.
Congregational Leader Sr Kathleen
Cotterill, who leads the Region, was
unable to attend because of Covid. Sr

Helena Kearns presented Mary with
a Congregational blessing. Mary’s
brother Patrick and granddaughter
came from Wellington for the event.
The congregation of 60 friends and
neighbours then gathered in a nearby
hall for a happy time of fellowship. The
afternoon celebration was completed
when Mary cut the Jubilee cake,
baked for the occasion by Margaret
McGowan. Mary expressed her deep
thanks to God, her family, and the
many people who nurtured and
supported her over these years of life
and service in the Little Company of
Mary.

“All for Jesus through Mary.”
- Sr Mary’s motto
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Mother Dorothea, Sr Anne Mary of the Assumption, Fr Rick
Loughnan, and Fr Thanh Tran (Credit: Dennis Wilkes)

An argument among children, overheard by 15-year-old Sisi'uhila Kiu, was to eventually bring her from her village
in Lapaha, Tonga, to a final commitment in Christchurch as Carmelite Sister Anne Mary of the Assumption.
When she was 15, the young Sisi’uhila
overheard children arguing about who
was the youngest nun to become a
saint. Sisi had never even heard of St
Therese, but she thought, “I could do
that”. In fact, she felt that she wanted
to compete with St Therese in this
regard. “I didn’t even know she was a
Carmelite, but when I entered Carmel
and understood how holy she was,
I no longer wanted to compete with
her!” Sr Anne Mary made her Solemn
Profession on 15 August, the Solemnity
of the Assumption of Our Lady.
She grew up in Tonga in a Catholic
family and there was daily Mass and
rosary. Her mother died when Sisi’uhila
was but a year old. God compensated,
she believes, by letting his mother
Mary take over that role. “God has also
blessed me,” Sr Anne Mary said, with “a
cheerful nature and a very strong will,
and that has helped me to continue
on through many difficulties, including
leaving my family and my country.”
Before she entered Carmel, a turning
point in Sr Anne Mary’s life came when
she was considering which religious
order to join. One day, when she was
praying, a light breeze flipped the

pages of a calendar in her room. She
saw a picture of Our Lady of Mt Carmel
and she interpreted this as God pointing
the way for her. “After that, I had peace
and calm and contacted the Carmelites.”
The ten years of formation also had
some tough moments, she said. But her
Solemn Profession was “the best day of
my life. I never felt so free and so happy
in my life as on my profession day”.
Sr Anne Mary said she loves the silence
at Carmel, “even though it’s against
my nature. In fact, it’s something of a
miracle that I can stop talking some of
the time! I love community life among
the sisters. In Carmel, I’ve learned to
love having a prayer life. I’m not so
good about sharing about God, but I
love pondering about him.”
At the Mass at the Carmelite Monastery
in Hoon Hay on August 15, Fr Rick
Loughnan substituted for Archbishop
Paul Martin SM, who, with his brother
bishops, was rededicating New
Zealand to Our Lady in Wellington. The
principal concelebrants were Fr Line
Folaumoeloa from Auckland and Msgr
Brendan Daly. In his homily, Msgr Daly
spoke of the witness of commitment
and also of Pope Francis’ call for the

religious to be persons of prayer,
poverty, and patience.
Hundreds of supporters and wellwishers packed the Chapel and
marquee outside. The border closures
meant that Sr Anne Mary’s family and
friends in Tonga could not travel to
the ceremony, but they, along with
Carmelite nuns around the region,
watched the Mass and ceremony via
livestream. Sr Anne Mary’s great aunt
and other New Zealand-based family
members were able to be present.
A Tongan choir sang a capella to lead
the music, and Tongan Youth were
heavily involved. The livestream is
available on the Carmelite Monastery
website and the sisters hope to make a
highlights video soon.
There were fervent prayers sent up
leading to the ceremony as there was
concern regarding lockdowns. The
timing was perfect, the sisters believe,
as two days later the whole country
was once again in lockdown. All at
Carmel are very grateful that the Mass
could take place.
(Article credited to NZ Catholic)

Shaping a better tomorrow
We are proud to have provided strategic land and
site development consultancy services to the
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch since 1999.
Surveying | Engineering | Planning
Landscape architecture | Urban design | GIS

eliotsinclair.co.nz
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Jubilate

“A Little Slice of Heaven”
On Friday 6 August, the Church celebrated the Feast of the Transfiguration, where Jesus
took Peter, James, and John up a high mountain, where they saw him speaking with
Moses and Elijah, where his clothes became dazzling white, and where they heard the
voice of God saying to them: “This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.”

That meeting, where Jesus was seen
as the clear bridge between heaven
and earth, became the focal point for
more than 700 primary and secondary
school singers from 26 of our schools
from throughout the Christchurch
Diocese. They converged on the
recently restored Christchurch Town
Hall for Jubilate 2021, our Catholic
Schools Music Festival. This day was
all the more anticipated as Jubilate in
the Town Hall was planned for August
2020, but postponed a year due to
Covid-19.
For students of Greymouth’s St
Patrick’s Primary School and John Paul
II High School, travelling to Jubilate
in time for the morning rehearsals
meant an early start and a long day.
They also had an overnight stay before
returning to the West Coast in the
nick of time, a day before Arthur’s
Pass was closed due to heavy snow.
Young singers from Timaru’s Sacred
Heart School and Fairlie’s St Joseph’s,
joined St Joseph’s Ashburton on their
pilgrimage north in time to join singers
from Christchurch City for a morning
of rehearsals. Two rehearsals prepared
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all these singers for a midday Mass
and an evening concert.
Mass was celebrated by Vicar for
Education Fr John Adams, and
concelebrated by some of his brother
priests. The Jubilate choir was joined
by family and friends to form a one
thousand strong congregation to sing
in Latin, Maori, and English; hear the
words of Sacred Scripture, and receive
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.
Quality hymnody expressing our
Catholic faith was supported by
Associate City Organist, Nicholas
Sutcliffe, on the newly restored
Town Hall organ. In his homily, Fr
Adams invited students to seek for
the transcendentals, “The Good, the
True, and the Beautiful.” He promised
the congregation that in Jubilate, we

would experience “a little slice of
Heaven.” After a beautiful and reverent
Mass, students stepped out into a
cool, wet Christchurch day, ready to
return for a fabulous evening concert
and anticipate an audience of more
than 1400. Before that, a diocesan
sponsored organ recital was given at
5:00pm to an appreciative audience,
fulfilling Mozart’s claim that the organ
“is the king of instruments” and the
Church’s teaching that it is our chief
liturgical instrument.
At the Jubilate concert, a near capacity
Town Hall audience witnessed the
talent of this 700 strong body of
singers. The audience were invited
to join their voices with the choir in
singing core Catholic hymnody. They
listened to featured choirs St Mary’s

Jubilate
Manchester Street, St James’ Aranui,
and St Teresa’s Riccarton share our
faith in song. They enjoyed the sight
and sound of senior choirs from St
Bede’s and Marian Colleges share
from their “Big Sing” repertoire, and the
talent and experience of our Cathedral
Choir. All this music was led by a range
of conductors and accompanists
drawn from these schools and
knitted together by St Mary’s Principal
and Master of Ceremonies, David
O’Neill. Tertiary brass and string
instrumentalists demonstrated to
their young audience the artistry and
beauty which can be achieved with
talent and commitment. The organ
remained a feature with the famous
Bach and Widor Toccatas concluding
each half.

Diocesan Sacred Music Advisor Ken
Joblin has directed Jubilate for six
years, five of which have taken place
in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. He invited
the audience to “really sense we are
joining our voices with heaven as
we sing the great hymn, “For All the
Saints.” This they did, lifting the roof in
singing the alleluias which conclude
each verse. With the immediacy of
cell phones and social media, Jubilate
was being celebrated as soon as the
event ended. “Within an event of this
magnitude, there are always things to
learn, but we are thrilled by what took
place,” said Mr Joblin. “I think heaven
heard us and joined us in song,” he
observed.
Jubilate 2021 is certainly a diocesan
day to remember and the largest

diocesan-wide event to take place
since Bishop Barry Jones called us
together at the then Westpac Arena
for FaithFest, which concluded the
Year of Faith on the Feast of Christ
the King, 2013. Jubilate 2021 was a
celebration of our Catholic identity in
our music. It compares very well with
the annual Primary Schools Music
Festival and the annual Big Sing, the
latter run by the New Zealand Choral
Federation. Unlike both of these
festivals, it brought together both
primary and secondary level singers,
their families, parishioners, and the
Christchurch public. In so many ways,
the Christchurch Town Hall proved
to be a perfect place to celebrate
our faith and a common sentiment
expressed afterwards was: “Wasn’t it
good for us all to be together again.”
Given this festival was achieved but
ten days before New Zealand went
into lockdown, it is all the more special
for that.
Inform Editorial Team
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Schools

We Might Have Been In Lockdown
But You Can’t Lockdown Our Faith!
It would be fair to say that this lockdown came as a surprise to many of us. Soon enough we were back in our
bubbles, not knowing when we would next see our friends, co-workers, and wider communities. Definitely an
unsettling time for numerous families. However, at Catholic Cathedral College, we were prepared.
During last year's lockdown, we were able to experiment
with learning in new ways. In this second time around, our
Special Character team was easily able to switch to online
school ministry overnight.
We dusted off our very own YouTube channel which we
had created during lockdown last year and got right to it!
School karakia (prayers prayed daily in the morning as a
school community) were beautifully spoken, recorded, and
published as video clips on the Youtube Chapel - Ruma
Karakia. Our karakia included carefully chosen Caritas
reflections, Social Justice week 'specials,' and much more,
but most importantly, they were always spoken with care
and aroha. Every student (and teacher) would find the new
karakia in their inbox each morning.
It was comforting to have the usual structure of the day,
even in this extraordinary situation. As we know, our faith
is immensely important in keeping us centred and settled.
Google-meet Masses were quickly introduced again,
live streamed from Sacred Heart Church in Addington.
Students would offer the readings and prayers from home
which provided an opportunity to actively participate in
Mass, even through a screen. Not being able to gather
in person to celebrate Mass was difficult, however the
lockdown served as an opportunity to branch out and invite
students and members of Catholic schools from all around
Aotearoa to join us. We had visitors from Marcellin College
in Auckland, John Paul II in Greymouth, St John's College in
Hamilton, and Verdon College in Invercargill.
We also decided to try something new, just to keep us on
our toes. Student Leaders of the kura ran a range of fun and
engaging online activities and challenges. These included:
‘a day in the life of’ as well as multiple choice questions
regarding teachings and traditions of our whakapono (faith),
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and also promised many chocolate prizes upon return to
school. This not only provided an interactive way of keeping
in contact with the akonga (students), but was also great
fun.
Lockdown always stretches our creativity and ideas on how
to reach students and how to continue our mission to live
by faith as a kura (school). Our Student Leaders showed
real ministry, resilience, and creativity during this time. This
strength and resilience is something to build upon and will
surely be needed in the future, be it in another lockdown or
in their lives as young Catholics in a rapidly changing and
challenging time. As Pope Francis suggested in a recent
address in Bratislava, in our modern times, creativity is a
powerful tool which we have to utilise in order to attract
young people to our faith and spread the Gospel message.
Antje Duda (School Chaplain) and
Lydia Palaiologous (Head Student)

Schools

and our Sacramental Programme
Hikoi Tapu means sacred journey and is a new initiative of Catholic Cathedral
College. Early in February, we began meeting in the evenings with whanau
and rangatahi (young people) to talk about their faith journey.
These evenings were about
connecting with our whanau through
faith and fun, learning about each
other, sharing the mission of our
college, and strengthening our sense
of community.
The evenings were well attended, and
we were fortunate to not only have
the support of teachers but also our
senior students, many of whom went
on to support their fellow students
as "faith buddies" in the Sacramental
Programme.

The way the programme is facilitated
enables our rangatahi and whanau
to make an informed decision on
whether they choose to receive the
sacraments. Getting to know our
rangatahi on a spiritual level, exploring
our Catholic Faith, and walking beside
them on the journey culminated in
the Mass of Initiation. As a Catholic
kura, we embrace all rangatahi but our
priority is to spread the love of Te Atua
and support our rangatahi in taking the
next step in their faith journey.

The hikoi of the painting will begin
in the Christchurch Diocese on
Sunday 24th October and will go
through until early December.
The full itinerary can be found
on the diocesan website and for
more information contact Mike
Stopforth, mstopforth@cdoc.nz

Te Kura o Te Waka Whakapono (Catholic Cathedral College)
On Saturday 14 August, 25 rangatahi of Te Waka Whakapono stood and performed at the Waitaha
Regional Kapahaka Festival. The students had worked very hard over the last two to three months, giving
up their time and putting in their best effort to be ready to stand on stage. The rangatahi gave it their all
and did the kura, their whanau, and the Catholic Cathedral College community proud.

The students were at school at 9.00am on the
Saturday and spent the day getting themselves
ready with hair, makeup, moko, and paint. They were
good to go by 2pm and we were off to Christchurch
Boys High School to compete. Often schools
combine for this competition and we were proud

of the participation and unity in our kapa haka that
allowed us to compete as an individual school. We
were also proud to be competing as a Catholic
College. Through the items in our performance, we
represent Te Waka Whakapono (Catholic Cathedral
College) and our faith.
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Touch the Earth Lightly
Combating climate change locally was recently very much in the minds of
Year 10 students from Marian College. They set out to put Catholic Social
teaching principles of 'participation, common good, and stewardship' into
practice.
As part of their Social Studies course,
these students participated in ‘Future
Proof: Climate Change - Kaitiakitanga.’
This is a Christchurch City Council run
programme and its aims are to help
students learn about how climate
change will directly impact on our city
and how we can all respond.
In the session, students learnt about
climate change through a 'sustainable
fashion show' where they picked
items of clothing they believed to
be the most sustainable from a bag
and shared them with the rest of the
group. They learnt about the impact of
food production on the environment
by putting together a picnic and
understanding the emissions used
to make this food. Finally, they learnt
about the impact of transportation on
climate change.
Lise Kirwan said that while she has
educated herself on environmental
issues both in and out of school, she
learnt more about how daily tasks can
have a significant impact on the earth.
"I now know more about transport and
how I could reduce my emissions in
that way, also about my use of energy
and water as it would be nice not
to use so much and make sure I'm

always using efficient energy when I
can," she said.
The most interesting thing Lise
learnt was that only five percent of
Christchurch residents cycle and use
public transport. She now wants to
do her part by using public transport
more frequently.
Carla Mangubat was surprised to
learn that Christchurch's biggest
emissions issue comes from vehicles.
"I learnt that very small actions still
affect my impact on the environment.
Some things I want to apply to my
daily life are using public transport,
or if I'm being driven, to take a friend
to school with me (carpooling). I also
want to try my best to buy locally and
from second-hand shops as well as
cut back on the amount of animal
products I consume."
The students then spent the afternoon
with Conservation Volunteers New
Zealand, where they planted more
than 1,000 trees in the Cranford
Basin. "It was reassuring to know
how important what we were doing
was and how much it will help future
generations, the land, and the animals
that roam upon it," Lise said.

Marian College
Past Students Network
Calling all past students, staff
and whānau of St Mary's,
McKillop, and Marian Colleges
Marian College is currently
developing its Past Students and
Staff Network 'Rauru' and would
love you to join.
Rauru means "three" or the
"plaiting of strands" in Te Reo
Māori and was chosen as the
name of this network by a
group of former students to
signify the joining of St Mary's
and McKillop Colleges to form
Marian College. As we build
this network, our intention is to
keep you up to date with what
is happening at Marian College
particularly with the new school,
as well as networking events and
opportunities to contribute to
school life.
To register, head to www.
mariancollege.school.nz/rauru.
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Young Adults
Young people kneeling in adoration
during Saturday evening Worship

On the weekend of 9-11 July, over 80 taiohi attended Antioch Youth Camp
at Woodend Christian Camp. This weekend is one of the largest youth
events held in our diocese each year. Antioch is an epic weekend camp for
young people, exploring their faith and journey together into prayer and a
relationship with Jesus Christ.
It is a time to make new friends, play
games, listen to inspirational speakers,
ask big questions, make music, and
much more! Antioch empowers young
people to recognise the incredible
person God has created them to be
and encourages them to be disciples
in their communities.
This year, young people from all over
the country gathered to explore what
the prophet Daniel meant when he
wrote, "shine like the brightness of
the heavens." (Dan 12:3) Guided by
guest speaker AJ Seville, the group
learned how to reflect Christ's light
through their lives and how this
can change the world. The camp

coincided with Matariki and we looked
to the night sky to understand how
we shine collectively (like the stars
in the heavens) and how the good
work we do on earth today might be
seen and felt by future generations
(like starlight). A highlight was seeing
Jupiter and Saturn up close through a
giant telescope, generously brought
to camp by Margreet Vissers and Evan
Webb. In addition to stargazing, most
young people said their favourite
moment at camp was at Adoration
and Praise and Worship on Saturday
night. We thank Fr Thanh Tran, Fr
Phil Bennenbroek SM and Rev
Michael Thérése CSJ for joining us for
Adoration and offering Reconciliation.

Young people painting a triptych mural
as part of the Creative Faith Sessions

Camp ended with Mass celebrated
by Fr Peter Costello and attended by
friends and whanau.
We were blessed to hold Antioch
Camp safely during Alert Level 1.
Thank you to everyone who prayed for
the rangatahi and kaiako at this event,
and thanks to the generous sponsors
who helped so many young people to
attend camp.
Olivia Webb - CYT Events Coordinator

The CYT Youth Mission Team Takes Time with Our Lord
The concept of Brotherhood has deep roots in our faith, and it was that theme which set the tone for this year's
Mission Team mid-year retreat. In July, the team were fortunate to spend five days on retreat at the Sister Eveleen
Retreat House in Sumner.
Over five sessions, the concept of brotherhood was broken
open, digested, and reflected upon in such topics as loyalty
to one another, staying strong in the faith, serving God in
mission, and being the men God has called us to be.

the lockdown period, the team reverted to social media to
share some messages of inspiration and encouragement.
They are looking forward to an action packed last few
months before their year wraps up at the end of November.

These topics, based upon masculine biblical figures,
were instrumental in further strengthening the bonds of
brotherhood amongst themselves as they prepared for the
second half of their year in Mission.
The Team gathered at the altar for Mass, as well as team
bonding experiences such as fishing, a movie night, and
hikes along some local tracks.
Team Leader Josh Chisholm remarked "that it is important
for us to spend some time together to be refreshed before
returning to ministry in the second half of the year." During
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SVDP

Procession into St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral for
the St Vincent de Paul Commissioning Mass

On 29 July, Young Vinnies from St Joseph's Rangiora to Our Lady of the
Assumption in South Parish packed St Mary's Pro-Cathedral for the annual
St Vincent de Paul Commissioning Mass. Christchurch SVDP President Mike
Daly welcomed new members, youth and seniors, to the Society.

Big smiles from Catholic Cathedral
College at the Commissioning Mass

Vincentians gathered to pray, to
pledge to the mission of SVDP, and to
celebrate and acknowledge the huge
amount of service offered throughout
the year. The Mass was celebrated by
Fr Simon Eccleton and concelebrated
by SVDP Chaplain, Fr Chris Orr. Young
Vinnies Conference Coordinator Alex
Aitchison organised the event with
support from staff, board members,
volunteers, and conference members.
Robyn Casey, who recently joined the
society as the new General Manager,
welcomed everyone, and Conference
Coordinator Penny Mark facilitated
an Information Station in the narthex,
where enquiries and information
regarding membership to the society
were provided.
The gifts of many people contributed
to the evening. Diocesan Parish
Advisor Marianne Daly guided

“I see the Church as a field
hospital after battle.”
POPE FRANCIS
Help us to be there on the battlefield for those
who need it most. A Bequest to St Vincent de Paul
is a lasting way to help the most disadvantaged
and needy in our community.
If you would like to discuss a Bequest
with us, please get in touch.
Society of St Vincent de Paul
Freepost 992, PO Box 10-815, Wellington 6143
TEL: 04 4995070
EMAIL: national@svdp.org.nz
WEB: www.svdp.org.nz
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liturgical preparations. The food was
beautifully prepared and served by
Cindy Aitchison and the hospitality was
delivered by the Catholic Women's
League. Music was provided by The
Catholic Youth Team; a Villa Maria
College Choir with Seamus Lohrey
from St Bede's College as Cantor. The
music and singing were transcendent
and helped lift minds and hearts
heavenward. The gifts and talents
of everyone who participated were
greatly appreciated and the overall
experience of joy was palpable.
The purpose of Young Vinnies is to
create an atmosphere where our
youth are learning, in a stimulating
manner, about what it is to put one's
"faith into action". Youth Coordinator
Alex Aitchison visits our primary and
secondary schools to run educational
programmes, where students can put
their faith into action. There is no doubt
that opportunities to give service at
an early age have a positive influence
on a young person's propensity to
continue serving later in life.
Term 4 will be our fourth year for the
SVDP annual "Christmas Tree Donated
Children's Gifts". Through this Young
Vinnies programme, our Catholic
schools donate hundreds of gifts,
enabling us to work with and support
families in need of assistance, making
Christmas a special time for them.
Donations are gratefully received.
Some fun was to be had after Mass
too, through a Vinnie selfie photo
booth, created by Alex Aitchison.
This booth had been upcycled by a

SVDP

St Vincent de Paul and COVID
When level 4 lockdown was declared it caught many people by
surprise, with a very small window to prepare. Some people had
not been paid, were put off work, and contracts were cancelled or
suspended. Not having food on the table to feed loved ones can be
very stressful.
With the lockdown, we made a
decision to immediately centralise
most of our welfare operations at our
Stanmore Road headquarters. In part,
that decision was made to protect our
volunteers and our staff; those with
age, health, and family vulnerabilities.
Food parcels were able to be delivered
to people's gates following requests
from our welfare line. For those delivering these parcels, the feedback and
calls back to our line have been humbling. The general appreciation and
joy at someone receiving a parcel was felt and witnessed.

talented volunteer from a piece of
donated furniture. Much laughter
resonated from that corner of the
narthex.
To establish a Young Vinnie Group or
a Youth Vinnie Group in your school,
please contact Alex Aitchison on
youngvinnies@svdpchch.co.nz.
To become a conference member
in any of our parishes across
Christchurch, please contact Penny
Marks on penny@svdpchch.co.nz.
To become a shop volunteer in any of
our shops in the city (Hornby, Papanui,
or Stanmore Road) please contact
Robyn Casey robyn@svdpchch.co.nz.
To donate items, please go to our
website www.svdpchch.co.nz.

In the middle of Level 4, I also started receiving emails from school
students from five or six Catholic schools throughout Christchurch, the
West Coast, and Timaru. These students were learning about St Vincent
de Paul and his work. There were multiple emails thanking us, praying for
us in our mission, and for the well-being of our clients. At a time when it
was so busy, these were refreshing and a delight to receive.
Part of being able to operate a food bank is the need to have resources
to call on when needed. At the start of lockdown, I put out an appeal to
parishioners throughout the diocese and the response was overwhelming.
Not only were we able to get fresh food from a central food bank, but the
donations meant we could stock the shelves of products to hand out in
parcels. Not all the figures are in yet, but over 14 days we delivered 515
food parcels with a supermarket retail value of $49,800.
May I thank our staff and our volunteers for all the work that went on, for
the prayers offered, and for the financial support of donors. We are indeed
extremely grateful.
Finally, if you know of anyone requiring assistance, please contact Vinnies
by texting 027 358 9400 or emailing welfare@svdpchch.co.nz.
God bless and thank you again.
Robyn Casey
General Manager

The Pledge
We the members of St Vincent de
Paul, motivated by the gospel call of
Jesus Christ, pledge our gifts and time
to the human family. Each person is
made in God's image and I promise
to respect the dignity of each person
I meet. I will strive to make a positive
difference through many good works.
I will come with a compassionate
understanding toward our evergrowing community, both locally and
globally. I will treasure those whom
God calls me to serve. I will encourage
my family and school community to
be more sensitive toward those in
need. I pray that my actions will spread
God's teaching of love and that I will
grow in holiness.
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Housing our most vulnerable
St Vincent de Paul embarks on a
special project that will make a difference!
After six years of planning and fundraising, the Christchurch area of
St Vincent de Paul (SVDP) is over half way to securing enough funding
to complete the Pavitt Street Social Housing Project.

“Affordable housing is
needed for young parents
to succeed in parenting,
parent-child attachment
and pursue employment,
training, and educational
opportunities”

Concept plan of the Pavitt Street
Social Housing Project

St Bede’s College Chapel

Paragon Apartments

This vital project consists of six twobedroom units and one 3-bedroom
unit, built on land owned by SVDP at
the rear of the Society’s headquarters
and shop on Stanmore Road in
Richmond, Christchurch.
The project will provide warm,
secure, and affordable housing for
young vulnerable families who are
homeless or at risk of being homeless.
St Vincent de Paul has teamed up
with St John of God Waipuna (SJG)
to design and build these homes
and fulfil a role in housing families
who are enrolled in the 'Hope'
programme (Housing Opportunities
for Parental Enhancement), run by
SJG for a number of years. The HOPE
programme provides wrap-around
support services to help young
parents develop independent living
skills and improved parenting skills.
Young parents on low incomes
struggle to find suitable housing and
often require significant advocacy
to access support through the
government or secure a tenancy
from a private landlord. Affordable
housing is needed for young parents
to succeed in parenting, parent-child
attachment and pursue employment,
training, and educational opportunities.
The shortage of affordable housing
available in our community has led to
homelessness and itinerant patterns

Te Raekura Redcliffs School

Ballantynes Redevelopment

Building Christchurch Landmarks
naylorlove.co.nz
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Spark Square

Christ Church Cathedral
Reinstatement

of living for many young parents in
our community. A young mother with
a baby deserves safe and secure
housing.
SJG has highlighted the lack
of affordable rental housing in
Christchurch to support the HOPE
programme. SVDP has responded
by embarking on this special project
to help meet the housing shortage
and provide a great resource to serve
those in need.
The modern, warm, and dry housing
will be available to rent on a short to
medium term basis, anywhere from
three months to two or more years.
Parents will predominantly be aged
between 17-24 years old. Weekly rent
will be determined on a family-byfamily basis, taking into consideration
factors such as income and number
of people in the household. When a
young family feels confident enough,
they will transition to private housing.
Families will be referred to SVDP
by SJG who, given their experience
and community networks, will
provide wrap-around support to the
families in the new homes. The HOPE
programme supports young parents to
achieve their hopes and goals for their
family. This support includes, but is not
limited to, physical and mental health
services, assistance to develop basic
life skills, parenting education and
training, pathway planning, support
to access employment opportunities,
and assistance to transition to private
housing. Each family will have its
own unique needs and the support
provided will be tailored accordingly.
The project continues to fundraise
and has secured 55% of the required
$2.25 million to complete the project.
However, we urgently need to raise
$1 million for us to complete it. We
are therefore reaching out to potential
donors in the community to help us.
If you would like to receive more
information about supporting this
special project, please contact
Mike Daly, Area President SVDP
Christchurch on 029 942 2777 or
mike@svdpchch.co.nz.

In the Diocese
We come to Jesus, each with different life experiences. We may be waiting
for our carer to come and assist us, getting the children ready for their day
at school, working as an essential worker during lockdown, and so on.
It is easy to lapse into automatic pilot
when repeating the same routines.
Experiencing the Covid pandemic has
been a jolt to our normal way of life.
For some a quieter pace, for others
increased stress, for all, an opportunity
to look at our lives from a different
perspective.
Jesus yearns to communicate with us.
He is here with us. How do we open
up and recognise him? How do we
allow him entry into our lives, move
our focus from self and learn to pay
attention?
Communication with Jesus is a
receptive process initiated by Him. To
make it easier for us to hear Jesus, it
is helpful for us to practice times of
silence. There are many examples in

the gospels of Jesus communicating
with his Father in this way. If we
deliberately structure times for silence
in our day, we will gradually come
to notice and then hear Jesus within.
Our awareness of the spiritual realm
will increasingly develop. We will
gradually learn to tune in to listen, to
feel, to taste, and to see the divine,
to experience the joy that Jesus
promises. We are practicing hospitality
to Jesus when we give him space in
our consciousness.
To incorporate a time of silence into
our lives may involve getting up a few
minutes earlier, putting aside a portion
of our lunch hour, turning off the TV,
the radio, or a device. This may be
hard at first, as we live in a world that
fosters addictions. We will not always
succeed in creating this space and
that is okay. We tried. We can try again,
gradually developing our new habit.
We may have this habit already.
It is helpful if we are able to set aside a
particular place for our quiet time with
Jesus, somewhere where we can sit in
a relaxed posture and be as free from
distractions as we are able. To aid our
focus on the divine, we could perhaps
light a candle, gaze at flowers or a
view of the sunrise. We may gaze at
something beautiful that is physically
present or we may gaze with the eyes
of our imagination. If we cannot see so
well, we may choose to attend to our
other senses: smell the fragrance of
flowers or touch the texture of fabric.
As distracting thoughts come into our
minds, recognise these, acknowledge

them, and put them aside. This gets
easier with practice and becomes an
ongoing discipline. By doing this we
are practising moving from our mind
to our heart space where God speaks.
This is where our inner child dwells. I
was reminded of this quality of being
engrossed and completely in the
moment when a friend shared with me
how his toddler enjoyed returning to
lay on his back on the grass in the park
and gaze upwards in wonder at the
monarch butterflies hovering in the
sun around their hibernation tree.
By giving space, listening, paying
attention, recognising, going deeper,
we are gradually being transformed
into the likeness of Jesus. Moving
to our heart space leads to balance
in our lives and to the joy that Jesus
promises us.
Anne Crawford
(Holy Family Parish, Timaru)
On behalf of the Christchurch Diocese
Spiritual Directors Group Whakakōingo
o te Ngākau - The Yearning Heart.
For more, visit the Christchurch
diocesan website:
www.chchcatholic.nz

Ethical and faith based

Hip preservation surgery

Collaborative team approach

General orthopaedics

Innovative patient care

Sports and post injury care

Paediatric orthopaedics

Precision hip and knee replacement

Affordable nurse practitioner

Patient centred empathetic care

A: Specialists @ 9, Level 2, 9 Caledonian Road, St Albans, Christchurch
T: 03 968 3402 E: admin@strideorthopaedics.co.nz
W: www.strideorthopaedics.co.nz

SPECIALIST TEAM-BASED RESPECTFUL INNOVATIVE DEDICATED EMPATHETIC
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The Death Of Philip Sherry Stirs Grateful Memories
13 October 1933 - 18 July 2021
As former director of the New Zealand Bishops' media office, Catholic Communications, I was deeply saddened
to learn of the death of Philip Sherry in mid-July.

A highly professional broadcaster
and greatly respected television
newsreader, Philip Sherry played a
valued and significant role in helping
the local Church gain credibility
among media personnel.
Formally established in 1976, Catholic
Communications was the voice of the
Church in Aotearoa New Zealand for
nearly 25 years. From the beginning,
Philip was part of the national advisory
board and available to assist with
media training. Several lay people
and priests, myself included, learned
to appreciate and liaise with media
professionals through Philip's personal
guidance and example.

His knowledge, no less than his
faith, helped our small group grow
in confidence and build strong
relationships with journalists and
producers. With this help we came to
recognise the media - in those days
primarily radio and television - as
gifts of God, not to be shunned or
maligned, but to be used as means
to evangelise. I will always be grateful
for the wise advice of Philip Sherry
and for his strong Christian faith that
motivated his life and his work. May he
rest in peace.
Fr James B Lyons
Director
Catholic Communications, 1981-91

“His knowledge, no less than his faith, helped our small group grow in confidence
and build strong relationships with journalists and producers”

Editor's note:
Many of us recall the visit of Pope St John Paul II to Aotearoa New Zealand in November 1986. Philip Sherry was an important
television commentator at the various Masses and events which took place throughout the country at that time. It was common
for Midnight Mass to be broadcast live as part of the then religious broadcasting activity of Television New Zealand. Earlier
this year, our Cathedral Choir viewed footage of Midnight Mass broadcasted from our packed Cathedral of the Blessed
Sacrament at Christmas, 1987. It was the first year that Most Rev Basil Meeking DD celebrated Midnight Mass as the seventh
bishop of Christchurch. Philip Sherry provided commentary to assist the many non-Catholics who would have viewed that Mass.
Something for us to be humbly proud of and grateful for, the Catholic Church being able to put her best foot forward with the
professional assistance of a fervently Catholic and widely recognised and respected broadcaster. Philip Sherry's requiem was
offered at the Church of St Thomas More, Mount Maunganui on Monday 02 August.

Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.h a n n bui l t . co. nz - 03 344 5951

26

...to Our Christian Brothers and Sisters in Churches around the World

In the Diocese

Christian Palestinians
2021 marks forty years since the 1981 Springbok tour of Aotearoa New Zealand. Over a hundred people gathered
at Knox Church Hall on 15 August for two purposes.
The first was to recall that 15
August 1981 (The Solemnity of the
Assumption) was the date upon which
the Springboks played in Christchurch.
The tour profoundly affected our
country in that we were challenged to
face up to racism in our own backyard.
Nelson Mandela, who was then in
prison, and Bishop Desmond Tutu,
the first black Anglican archbishop
of Cape Town, considered that the
widespread opposition to the tour
throughout our country significantly
contributed to change. Those
oppressed by the apartheid system
of government of South Africa felt
supported.
The second purpose of our gathering
was to make links between apartheid
in South Africa and the present policy
of the Israeli government. Some may
find this a surprising and shocking
claim. The comparison, however,
is made by many highly regarded
persons and organisations. Two
examples are the noted civil rights
leader, Emeritus Bishop Desmond
Tutu, who has compared Israel's
treatment of the Palestinians to the
apartheid regime that discriminated
against blacks in his native South

Africa. In January 2021, B'Tselem,
Israel's largest and most respected
human rights organisation, released
a report entitled: "A Regime of Jewish
Supremacy from the Jordan River
to the Mediterranean Sea: This is
Apartheid" (btselem.org).
In 2012, many heard Claudette
Habesch, a Palestinian and then
Secretary General of Caritas
Jerusalem, when she visited
Christchurch to speak about her
hope for dialogue and peace (read
a transcript of an interview with her
in Inform, September 2014). Others
may have heard Christian and Muslim
students of the Catholic University of
Bethlehem tell of their experiences in
recordings shared by their Chancellor,
New Zealander Brother Peter Bray
on his last visit home. Without
underestimating the complexity and
intricacy of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, we can listen again to voices
we usually do not hear - those of
indigenous Christian Palestinians.
(Some websites are listed below).
Pope Francis has called for
"unceasing" prayer for Israelis
and Palestinians to "find the path

Why do the people of Palestine need our help?
Palestinian loss of land 1947 to present
Jewish
Settlements
Palestinian
Land

Israeli Land
Palestinian
Land

Israeli &
Occupied
Land
Palestinian
Land

Israeli Land
Palestinian
Land

PALESTINE
Jerusalem
(UN admin)

ISRAEL

PALESTINE

1947

Partition
Plan, 1947

Kathleen Rushton RSM
For more information:
"The People's Patriarch":
www.vimeo.com/522039108
Kairos Palestine:
www.kairospalestine.ps
Cry for Hope: www.cryforhope.org
Palestine Solidarity Network Aotearoa:
www.psna.nz

Every day Palestinians are having their
land stolen, their homes demolished
and their families abused and
humiliated by the Israeli army.

However, once Israel was formed it
immediately began to drive out Palestinians
in the Nakba (catastrope). Close to a million
Palestinians were driven out of their homes
and off their land in a massive, racist, ethnic
cleansing operation. Many were massacred.

ISRAEL

1949
-1967

of dialogue and forgiveness, to
be patient builders of peace and
justice, opening up, step-by-step,
to a common hope, to coexistence
between brothers [and sisters]."

This has gone on since 1948 when the
United Nations agreed to the formation
of Israel in the historic land of Palestine but not at the expense of the Palestinians
already living there.

PALESTINE
Jerusalem

Claudette Habesch visited Christchurch in
2012

Present

Every day since 1948 the Nakba has
continued.
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CDF members can have faith
This month the CDF published their Summary Annual Report for 2021, sharing the good news that during
the 2020-2021 financial year, the Fund made a healthy distribution to the diocese, allowing for loans and
assistance, which has positively impacted our Catholic community.
various institutions and bodies that work in our Church. This
is a reminder of the practical realities and costs associated
with running the Church and providing the facilities that
enable us to do this work.”

Archbishop Paul remains grateful to CDF members,
commenting that members, by “placing their funds in the
CDF are enabling the Church to continue her mission of
spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ through the

PROVIDING FOR THE GOOD OF THE DIOCESE
A loan of $700k and a distribution of $350k enabled support for our community’s spiritual, physical, and communal needs.
The CDF is grateful to the people and organisations who carry out this work, namely the Catholic Education Office, Catholic
Social Services, Catholic Youth Team, Chaplaincy Service and the National Seminary.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION OFFICE
Providing warm, safe, modern learning environments
Activities undertaken

•

$700k loan provided for roll-growth property development
at St Patrick’s School, Greymouth

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES
Providing counselling and foodbank services that support
families and individuals on their life journeys
Activities undertaken

•
•
•

Counselling - 450 new clients, 3,410 hours
Courses - 200 hours of support, education and therapy
Food bank - 300 families received support and care

CDF Benefits
IN V EST M ENT P O L I C Y
We invest in companies aligned to our
Catholic values

N O A C C O U NT F EES

1 0 0 % G U A R A NTEE D
By the Bishop of Christchurch

O NE P O INT O F C O NTA C T
Account Administrator to manage accounts

Deposit or withdraw as often as you like

H e lp t h e C hu r ch L ocally
A socially responsible investment
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INTEREST PA I D
Maximise revenues while making
a sacrificial return

2021 SUMMARY
ANNUAL REPORT

Faith and works

their contributions are treasured

CHRISTCHURCH CATHOLIC DIOCESAN DEVELOPMENT FUND

For a copy of the 2020-2021 Summary Annual Report,
contact the CDF on 0800 403 863 or view online cdf.org.nz

CATHOLIC YOUTH TEAM
Supporting our young community to grow together in holiness
Activities undertaken

•
•
•

140 sports day attendees
80 youth retreats and programmes
9,000 volunteer hours

CHAPLAINCY SERVICE
Providing the sacraments and journeying with those in hospital,
prison and education
Activities undertaken

•

Providing 5,400 hours of family support, pastoral care and
for the spiritual needs of people in hospital and prison

•

Tertiary chaplains fostered 1,820 hours of guidance and
support for students in their Catholic life

NATIONAL SEMINARY
Providing for the education and formation of four seminarians

•

Father, in your plan for our salvation, you provide
shepherds for your people. Fill your Church with the spirit
of courage and love. Raise up worthy ministers for your
altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. Amen.

C D F e D U C At i O n s AV i n G s A C C O U n t

inVest in tHeir FUtUre
Set your child or grandchild on their education journey with a savings account to provide for their
attendance dues and school fees, uniforms and sports trips - even for tertiary education or a first
car! Investing a little or a lot, depositing gifts on birthdays or special occasions, slowly adds up to an
investment aimed at providing for a loved one’s future.
Ca l l U s : 0 3 3 6 6 9 8 6 9 / 0 80 0 4 03 86 3

E mail u s: info@cdf .o rg.n z

V i s i t Us : C ath e d r al House, 2/ 9 Washingt on Way, S yden h am , C h ri stch u rch
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Artist’s impression of the new
church in Pleasant Point

The Opihi Catholic Parish of St Mary MacKillop is excited to begin construction on the $1.073 million rebuild of
St Mary’s Church, Pleasant Point.
The Opihi Parish has been encouraged
by an outpouring of support from
the community in response to the
campaign to help rebuild St Mary’s
and to restore St Joseph’s Church in
Temuka.
Parishioners are delighted to have $1.1
million pledged since the campaign
began in February 2020. This result to
date means the rebuild of St Mary’s
Church can now get underway, says
Parish Priest Fr Jolly Arakkaparambil.
“The destruction of St Mary’s church
caused mixed emotions in the
community of both sadness and hope.
People are eagerly awaiting the new
church and are very happy that work
has now been started. It has been
a long process to finally get a new
church, and they hope that the project

will be completed soon.”
The parish’s vision for the new church
is for its construction to be a reminder
of its history, and a symbol of rebirth,
resilience, and new beginnings. The
first foundations for St Mary’s Church
were laid in 1888. 132 years later, a
new chapter begins for the church and
its community.
A farewell service for the old church
was held in July this year, prior to its
demolition, at Kerry Hall in Pleasant
Point.
The rebuild will use elements of the
old St Mary’s, such as the church
bells, the undamaged stained-glass
windows, 14 pews, 14 stations of the
cross, and the crucifix. Structurally,
steel frames will reinforce the roof
and nave. The new church will

include accessible facilities such as a
wheelchair ramp and accessible toilet.
The total cost of the rebuild of St
Mary’s Church and the upgrade to St
Joseph’s Church is over $3.1 million.
Archbishop Paul committed to funding
a third of this, and another third has
come from parish assets. The parish
needed to raise in excess of $1 million
as the final third of the funding mix to
deliver the two projects.
St Joseph’s Church is a Historic Place
Category 2 heritage building. Tenders
are currently being sought for the
restoration work.
If you would like to support the
Opihi campaign, you can still make a
difference. Donations can be made
online at www.chchcatholic.nz/
support

Thinking about drafting your Will or wanting to update an existing Will?
Being made in the image of God, our lives are full of faith and meaning not
only now but eternally.
By leaving a gift in your Will to the diocese, you contribute to a future for
our diocese where everyone thrives in discovering their faith.
The legacy you leave has the power to bless future generations,
contributing to strengthening our diocese and ensuring the ongoing
maintenance and services of our diocese and parishes.
Pass on what you have received through your faith by considering a gift in
your Will.
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for more information about
making a gift in your Will,
please contact
Rachel Jefferies
03 366 9869 or legacies@cdoc.nz
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Faith Formation
as a Lifelong Journey
On 11 August, the Golden Catholics hosted Mass and Luncheon with Fr Tien Cao at Christ the King Church,
Burnside. It was a joy to hear about Faith Formation as a Lifelong Journey.

“By giving examples of
how they actively and
confidently proclaim
their faith they reassured
us that students are
still working together to
strengthen their faith
and community.”

Mel Perry, CDF Administrator

In his presentation, Mike Stopforth,
Director of the Bishop's Pastoral Office,
outlined how our parishes and clergy
actively live our diocesan priority of
Proclaiming the Good News of Jesus
Christ. Olivia Webb from the Catholic
Youth Team spoke about the Catholic
Youth Team and Mission Team's work
in the diocese, primarily through
youth events, school retreats, parish
support, leadership training, praise
and worship, community outreach,
and advocacy. Olivia talked about
hope - we witness a real desire from
rangatahi/youth to attend events,
explore and deepen their faith, and
learn more about Christ. Finally, Villa
Maria's Mercy Ambassador, Josie
Grant, and Student Leader, Eloise
Scanland, referenced the importance
of faith to a young person's life. By
giving examples of how they actively
and confidently proclaim their faith
they reassured us that students are

still working together to strengthen
their faith and community. It was
beautiful to see the Villa alumni
chatting with Josie and Eloise over
lunch. Their faith stories certainly
resonated.

Eloise and Josie with Villa alumni,
Angela Rusbatch (nee Hodges)

Mercy Ambassador, Josie Grant

The Golden Catholics come together
several times a year in Christchurch
and Ashburton to share fellowship and
food, whilst hearing from a range of
speakers whose insight is of value to
those in their golden years. To attend
the November event, please call the
diocesan office on 0800 403 863.

STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

Phone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ

JJSTEEL.CO.NZ
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Rave reviews for Beauty And The Beast
This year's school production was a tale as old as time, and picked up rave reviews! Each year, Villa Maria College students
combine with students from St Thomas of Canterbury College to put on a stage show, and this year it was Disney's classic,
Beauty And The Beast. This family favourite wowed audiences all week, and sold out all four evening shows. With a hundred
students and staff involved as cast and crew, it was quite the professional production.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.

gifts

V. Send forth your Spirit
and they shall be created.
R. And You shall renew the face of the earth.

HOPE

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit,
did instruct the hearts of the faithful,
grant that by the same Holy Spirit
we may be truly wise and ever enjoy
His consolations,
Through Christ Our Lord,
Amen.

LIFE

PEACE

LEARNING

Caritas Gifts
Help transform lives around the world
HOPE fund

Development work

LIFE fund

Emergency response

PEACE fund

www.caritas.org.nz/caritas-gifts
0800 22 10 22

LEARNING fund

Healthcare, human
rights and justice
Education and
environmental care
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