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My greetings to you as we celebrate Pentecost Sunday. Such a lot has happened in the last 
year since we celebrated Pentecost with limited chances to be together. Last Pentecost saw the 

beginning of our new parishes in Christchurch and Selwyn and the movement towards the renewal of 
our parish communities throughout the diocese.

from our archbishop

We are living in a time of change and in doing so trusting 
that the Holy Spirit is with us, helping us to be bold, to 
overcome our fear and timidity, empowering us to be 
generous with our time and resources.

Those apostles, gathered in the upper room with Our Lady, 
were filled with the Spirit which drove them out of that 
room, out into the street, and then across the known world 
to bring the Good News of Jesus to the people. Their hearts 
were on fire, they knew what they were on about, why they 
were there, what God had done for them and continued 
to do. It shaped their actions and words and, in turn, many 
discovered Jesus Christ and have continued to do so 
throughout history to our present day.

The challenge for us is to be on fire with this Spirit and do 
the same. If we are to really be open to the Holy Spirit then 
we need to pray regularly, to reflect on our lives - where is 
God at work and where are we blocking him? We need to 
take our thoughts and opinions to him and see if they are 
in keeping with what we know to be of God, and we need 
to be open to admitting we are wrong, and in need of his 
forgiveness. If we do this then we will be alive in the Spirit. 

It doesn’t mean it will be easy, but it does mean that we 
will have the courage to go out, and we will support one 
another in this, and that is a powerful witness to the world of 
what it means to be living in the Spirit.

st Matthew’s Church Bryndwr
On April the 11th I joined with the community that 
worshipped at St Matthew’s Church in Bryndwr for the final 
Mass in the Church. The current church has been there 
since 1967 and the parish began 71 years ago. It was a 
moving liturgy in which people were obviously sad to say 
farewell to this place of prayer and faith, but also with a 
sense of something new for the future. It is right that people 
feel sorrow for the loss of sacred places and we have to 
walk with each other in this and support one another. We 
are also called to have trust that God is at work in all of 
this as we look to the future and work to build up our faith 
communities in these new realities. I want to thank all of you 
who have ministered and worshipped at St Matthew’s for 
your service and witness to faith and ask that we continue 
to pray for those who are grieving its closure.

Proclaiming the Good 
news to others

our diocesan Priorities

Growing in holiness strengthening our 
faith communities
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good shepherd sunday
On the fourth Sunday of Easter, we celebrated Good 
Shepherd Sunday. This is the day when we focus in the 
Church on Vocations to the priesthood and religious life. 
I have written before about the importance of vocations, 
and especially that they emerge from the community who 
values and promotes them, and primarily in families. To 
be able to hear the call of God, our young people need 
to experience God in their lives, and the first place that 
happens is in families and in extended communities that 
encourage them to do this. Please keep talking with your 
young people about these vocations, and especially 
provide opportunities in your home life for prayer and reading 
of scripture so that they may know Christ more deeply.

Cathedral
You will be aware that we have appointed architects to 
design the new cathedral for Armagh Street. This is an 
important step in bringing to birth the new Cathedral in the 
city. I am confident they will help us to have a church and 
surround buildings that allow us to have a place of prayer 
and reverence, and also facilities which will enable us to do 

all the other activities associated with a vibrant parish and 
community life.

You will be aware that the Cathedral in Barbadoes Street is 
nearly completely deconstructed. This has been a difficult 
process to observe and I know that so many have such fond 
memories associated with this place. We have removed 
the bodies of Bishops Grimes, Joyce, and Cunneen and 
placed them in a temporary mausoleum at the Carmelite 
monastery until such time as the new Cathedral is built. The 
hope is that we will have some sort of liturgy to mark the 
completion of the deconstruction and to give thanks to God 
for all that has happened at Barbadoes Street. There will be 
more about this in the future.

Blessings to you all in this Eastertime. May the Lord find you 
open to his Holy Spirit and desiring to serve him more and more.

Yours in Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM 
Apostolic Administrator - Catholic Diocese of Christchurch

- Pope Francis Pentecost Homily 2020

Also Mass at midday for Feast of the Transfiguration featuring the Jubilate Choir

our catholic Primary and secondary school’s Music festival

06 August - Feast of the Transfiguration 
Christchurch town hall, 7:00pm-9:00pm
entry: free

Let us now focus on ourselves, the Church of today. We can ask ourselves: “What is it that 
unites us, what is the basis of our unity?” We too have our differences, for example: of opinions, 
choices, sensibilities. But the temptation is always fiercely to defend our ideas, believing them 
to be good for everybody and agreeing only with those who think as we do. And that’s a bad 
temptation that divides. But this is a faith created in our own image; it is not what the Spirit 
wants. We might think that what unites us is our beliefs and our morality. But there is much more: 
our principle of unity is the Holy Spirit. The Spirit comes to us, in our differences and difficulties, 
to tell us that we have one Lord - Jesus - and one Father, and that for this reason we are brothers 
and sisters! Let us begin anew from here; let us look at the Church with the eyes of the Spirit and 
not as the world does. The world sees us only as on the right or left, with this ideology, with that 
one; the Spirit sees us as sons and daughters of the Father and brothers and sisters of Jesus. The 
world sees conservatives and progressives; the Spirit sees children of God. A worldly gaze sees 
structures to be made more efficient; a spiritual gaze sees brothers and sisters pleading for mercy. 
The Spirit loves us and knows everyone’s place in the grand scheme of things: for him, we are not 
bits of confetti blown about by the wind, rather we are irreplaceable fragments in his mosaic.
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I see the joy and value it brings and 
how rewarding it can be. It is definitely 
the Gospel in action.

After a break around Show Weekend, I 
found I had signed up to volunteer for 
four different organisations. I reached 
out to two Catholic organisations, 
assisted one in January, and am in the 
process of signing up for Caritas to 
assist them overseas. As it happened, 
in December I received a book 
voucher from Archbishop Paul and 

bought a book about service. I am 
now discovering both the challenge 
and the reward of volunteering. I am 
learning more about myself and how I 
can add value in different ways.

Many thanks to those of you who 
have served others throughout your 
lives, and I encourage others of you to 
consider how you can give your time 
and your service to organisations, both 
within the Church and in the wider 
community.

I always like to celebrate the many volunteers we have throughout the 
Catholic Church. Some of the best people I have met in my six years 
working within the diocese have been the passionate volunteers, serving 
Our Lord, our neighbour, and the wider community.

fRoM oUR dioCesan 
geneRal ManageR
- Andy Doherty

issue 127 - Pentecost 2021

Nga mihi nui
from the editorial desk

Inform Issue 127 is our Pentecost 
edition. It covers the period from 
March through to May and the 
latter part of Eastertide.

Normally we would feature the 
Rite of Election in our Lenten 
edition. The Covid blip pushed this 
celebration along to much closer 
to Easter and full reception into 
the Church. As you read about 
our Elect, pray they are already at 
home in the Church. We mark the 
final Masses held in St Matthew’s 
Bryndwr on 10-11 April. We share 
in the unveiling of the design for 
Marian College on its new Papanui 
campus. This issue also features 
the work of the Catholic Women’s 
League (CWL). We profile a CWL 
Mover and Shaker in our Archivally 
Speaking section.

Please take time to read and reflect 
on this edition, share the online 
link with others, and think about 
how you would like to share your 
insights in Inform Issue 128.

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

The year 2021 sees us consolidate 
2020's change to a new parish 
structure, while operating under 
increasingly challenging financial 
pressure. This has resulted in a change 
in the music programme at the 
Cathedral parish to a more volunteer 
focused initiative, combined with the 
diocese being unable to continue to 
fund the current programme.

Don Whelan has been more than an 
employee and Music Director - both 
Don and his wife Beris have dedicated 
a lot of their lives to the music in the 
Christchurch Diocese. Don has also 
had a major influence on a number of 
careers during this extensive period.

We celebrated Don's 50 years in 
2019 and you can see this illustrated 
below on our website: chchcatholic.
nz/2019/10/don-whelan-cbs-music-
director-celebrates-50-years-of-
service/.

We wish them both the very best! Don's 
final day in his role of Diocesan Director 
of Music was Tuesday 27 April 2021. 
Don will continue as Musical Director 
for the CBS Choir and Orchestra. The 
11.00am Solemn Choral Mass will 
continue at the Pro-Cathedral.

Thanks Don.

April saw the end of a 52-year professional relationship between 
Don Whelan and the Diocese.

Celebrating Volunteers

Gratitude for 52 years of Service

The diocesan website:

www.chchcatholic.nz
lists information about parishes, 

Mass times, diocesan news 
and events. 

Parishes, schools and church 
groups are welcome to 

advertise events.

Please email mstopforth@cdoc.nz
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Cast your mind back to 1987 - our diocese turned 100, Bishop Hanrahan 
died after a very brief time as sixth Bishop of Christchurch, and Bishop 
Meeking was appointed in June of that year. This was also the year 
that Bernard Wilkins started work in The Catholic Shop, appointed by 
Monsignor Duggan on recommendation from Fr Mike Doyle.

Fr Mike Doyle was the Holy Cross 
Chapel Priest then, and Bernard and 
his wife Arleen and young daughter 
attended Mass there. Bernard had 
been part of the Chapel Community 
for a number of years by then, as well 
as part of the Mairehau Parish.

Taking the reins from Val Sumner, 
Bernard and his team: Sheila Carney, 
Toni Dearsley, and Noelene Turner, 
and later Eileen O’Halloran, were the 
public face of the Catholic Church 
in Chancery Lane, along with many 
volunteers. They served many a 
bishop, priest, sister, and lay person, 
and enjoyed meeting people of many 
different cultures and different faiths 
over the years. Sometimes people 
just popped in for a cuppa and a chat, 
“thank goodness for the small kitchen 
on site in those days!” Many popped 
in on their way to Mass at lunchtime 
at the chapel in Chancery Lane, 
others were discovering our faith or 
considering priesthood or religious 
life. Parents and grandparents would 
come in for Baptism, First Holy 
Communion, and Confirmation gifts 
and cards, just as they do today.

Bernard has seen many changes 
over the years - he has served under 
three administrators and four bishops, 
changes in shopping from Friday 
nights to Saturday mornings, more 
women working, buses removed 
from the Square, the changing 
demographic of regular Mass-goers, 
and more tourists meant learning 

greetings in several languages (and 
now no tourists at all!)

In 2014 Bernard was awarded a 
Papal Medal for service. He ran The 
Catholic Shop from his home after 
the earthquakes from 2011 through to 
2016. With family assistance, Bernard 
operated the shop all hours using 
Call Minder and Call Waiting on his 
home phone, and delivering goods to 
people in their homes, parishes, and 
schools.

“I visited Bernard’s house and can 
still very clearly visualise the stock 
all laid out in his home - talk about 
commitment!” remembers Diocesan 
General Manager, Andy Doherty.

The Catholic Shop was moved to 
its current location on Manchester 

Street next to St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
in 2016, and will be part of the new 
Cathedral precinct where it will once 
again be open seven days.

Bernard is leaving The Catholic 
Shop in very capable hands - Vicki 
Schupbach is the manager, assisted 
by Maria Gourdie and Philip Creed, 
along with new volunteers Maree 
Garvan and Victoria Suzuki. Together 
they will continue to serve the needs 
of the diocese and beyond. Bernard 
can now spend more time with family, 
especially his young grandchildren, 
and friends at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.

We wish Bernard all the very best on 
his retirement and sincerely thank him 
for his dedication and commitment to 
the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch
Monday - Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm

Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm

03 366 2853
catholicshop@cdoc.nz

thecatholicshopchch
thecatholicshopchch

� e best range of Catholic gi� s and
church supplies in the South Island
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The Church asks us to be attentive, for there are many among us who are seeking the 
living God and desire a life of faith with Him. Perhaps they are unsure how to begin.

The ministry of Christian Initiation is 
at the heart of the Church, for it is 
through the life of the community that 
we journey into full communion in the 
Church.

Nathan was one of many who desired 
to know God, to come into a relationship 
with Jesus Christ and lead his children 
in a life of faith. On Easter Sunday he 
was fully initiated into the Church, 
celebrating Baptism, Confirmation, and 
received his First Communion as is the 
practice of the Church for adults. At 
Easter, he shared with the Christchurch 
East community that his journey 
stemmed from a promise he made at 
the baptism of his children. Without 
knowing how, he pledged to God that 
he would raise his children in the faith. 
Little did he know that this promise 
would lead him to his own baptism.

The journey to full communion in 
the Church is just that - a journey of 
stages and rites as people progress 
along the path. One of the steps 
is the Rite of Election, celebrated 
by the Archbishop. Testimony is 
given to the persons’ readiness. The 

Archbishop then calls them to the 
Easter sacraments. Gathering in Lent 
with those from Christchurch North, 
East, South, West and Waimakariri, 
Archbishop Paul addressed the 
catechumens (non-baptised) and 
candidates (those baptised in another 
faith tradition). He spoke to them 
about the importance of community.

“The very nature of God is that He 
is community - Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, and He calls us to live in 
relationship with Him in community, 
with other people who want to 
respond to this call also... for us as 
Christian people it is the community 
which we are called to live in, 
celebrate with, work to build up, 
so that all people may rejoice and 
celebrate in the wonder of this God 
who loves us so deeply.”

At this rite, Archbishop Paul asked 
three questions: “Have you listened 
faithfully to God’s word proclaimed 
by the Church? Have you responded 
to this word and begun to walk in 
God’s presence? Have you shared the 
company of your Christian brothers and 
sisters and joined with them in prayer?”

Those baptised in another faith 
community have been joined to Christ 
already. They were asked to remain 
faithful to their baptismal covenant 
as they prepared to come into full 
communion in the Church, be sealed 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
share in the Body and Blood of Christ. 
During the Easter celebrations of the 
diocese, the Church initiated 27 adults 
from Christchurch and Waimakariri 
parishes.

At the end of each Mass, we are sent 
forth to bring the joy of Christ to the 
world. Let us be attentive to those 
seeking to know God. May we support 
catechumens and candidates who 
come to our communities and help 
them grow into strong disciples. For 
this journey is far more about mission 
than simply membership.

In the words of St John Paul II: “It is 
Jesus that you seek when you dream 
of happiness; He is waiting for you 
when nothing else you find satisfies 
you; He is the beauty to which you are 
so attracted; it is He who provoked you 
with that thirst for fullness that will not 
let you settle for compromise; it is He 
who urges you to shed the masks of 
a false life; it is He who reads in your 
heart your most genuine choices, the 
choices that others try to stifle.”

Introduce those who wish to 
explore the faith to your parish 
priest, pastoral staff or Marianne 
Daly, our Diocesan OCIA coordinator 
on 03 353 0758 or mdaly@cdoc.nz.
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What we do, how we do it, the 
formality that sits around it, allows 
us to act in unison, to be united in 
our actions and our symbols. We 
experience it in our being united in 
song, when we pray through singing 
our hymns, when we all move in the 
same way at the same time.

We see that at this Mass as we bless 
the oils which will be used in the 
Sacramental life of the Church. Each 
of these oils will be prayed over by 
me, as Bishop and point of unity for 
our diocese, we will call upon God’s 
blessing on them, and they will then 
be collected by you, representing all 
the people of faith in our diocese from 
different parish and faith communities, 
and you will take them out to be used 
when people are baptised, confirmed, 
ordained, and seeking healing. These 
are holy moments when God is made 
present and the oils are used to mark 

that. These are treasured and sacred 
signs of God’s presence with us.

Gathered here are our priests who 
have responded to God’s call to be 
ministers of the Gospel, to allow 
themselves to be configured to Christ 
in a particular way as instruments of 
God’s grace and as administers of 
the Sacraments. This is holy work, 
and as priests we are most aware of 
our unworthiness to do this, and yet 
God still works through us despite our 
own sinfulness and shortcomings. It 
is why each year we gather together 
in unity around the bishop to commit 
again to the promises that we made at 
our ordination. But more than that we 
also acknowledge that the priesthood 
comes from within the community, 
that we priests don’t act in isolation, 
but as shepherds of communities, and 
that is why the bishop asks the people 
to also pray for your priests and for 
their holiness, for when the priests 
are holy they are most able to work 
with the people of faith to come to 
God more fully and effectively. We are 
a Church called to mission - to grow 
in our own holiness and to bring the 
good news of Christ to others.

In this Chrism Mass we gather to ask 
God’s continued blessing on us as we 
cooperate with His plan for His people 

and for each of us.

We are acutely aware of our 
shortcomings as a church and as 
individuals within it. We know that 
we have failed in many areas to be 
brothers and sisters to one another, to 
be Christ in the world, to act in ways 
that show what it is to be configured 
to Christ. That is what is so wonderful 
about our Church, we are sinners 
who are looking to become holy, to 
become whole, to become who we 
were created to be. We are aware of 
our imperfections and we know our 
need of God’s grace and strength and 
forgiveness. We fail when we forget 
this, when we rely on ourselves and 
not on God, when we become too 
pleased with ourselves, or closed off 
to being called to the truth.

This Chrism Mass calls us again to 
refocus on the promises we have 
made to be faithful children of God, 
to serve as his ministers, to receive 
his grace and strength through the 
Sacraments, captured in the presence 
of these holy oils. May we grow closer 
to God by what we do this night, and 
may we be witnesses and signs to the 
world of what it is to know and love 
the God who made us, the one who 
gives us life so that we might have it to 
the full, both now and for eternity.

“We are a Church called to mission - to grow in our own 
holiness and to bring the good news of Christ to others.”

an excerpt taken from a homily given by archbishop Paul at the 
Chrism Mass, 29 March 2021, in st Mary’s Pro-Cathedral

Within our very being there is a deep desire for actions which symbolise who we are and what is important to us. 
We have it most clearly expressed in our liturgical life, and it is one of the great treasures of the Church. 
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Yet, we also know that if we were to go 
through the scriptures and see what 
there is about St Joseph, there is in 
fact not a lot written of him. So why 
have Christians, from the first days of 
the Church, found in this saint so much 
to relate to, and indeed to place under 
his patronage and prayer?

I think one of the first things is that 
Joseph was a man who did the 
ordinary things so well. Here was a 
Jewish man who was following the 
process of life as prescribed by his 
ancestors. He was a faithful Jew, had a 
trade, he had followed the convention 
of being betrothed to a young woman 
and was looking to begin his married 
life. All very normal. He went on to 
be the foster father of Jesus, to teach 
his son the art of being a carpenter 
and to provide for his family, and then 
tradition would have it that Jesus died 
in the arms of Mary and Joseph. On 
the face of it a very regular, ordinary 
life when viewed from the outside.

There is something wonderful about 
this, because for most of us, our lives 
are ordinary. We live in a culture now 
when everyone is expected to do 
interesting and fascinating things, 
to have travelled the world, to have 
started new things, to have done 
surprising things that people wouldn’t 
know about and which are celebrated 
usually at the end of their lives. How 
often do we go to a funeral and hear 
about someone’s life in the tribute 
and we are surprised by what they did 
that we were not aware of. We think 
that is quite something. Yet in fact, for 
most of us, our lives are actually not 
that spectacular when it comes to 
being innovative or different. We just 
endeavour to do the ordinary things 
of life faithfully, living with an integrity 
between what we believe and what 
we do. We strive to do the day-to-day 
things of life well and for us as Christian 

“When we are feeling a bit  glum or underwhelmed
      by the ordinary nature  of life and perhaps the

monotony of it, here  is someone we can pray to”
homily of archbishop Paul 
given at st Mary's Pro-Cathedral on the   solemnity of st Joseph, 19 March

Many of us as Catholic people can find a   link to St Joseph in our lives. 
Whether it be the name of the school we   attended, or a parish, or his name being 
used in our families as a Christian name,    Joseph has been a key part of our 
Christian culture and faith.

Society of St Vincent de Paul
Freepost 992, PO Box 10-815, Wellington 6143

TEL: 04 4995070   
EMAIL: national@svdp.org.nz

WEB: www.svdp.org.nz

Help us to be there on the battlefield for those 
who need it most. A Bequest to St Vincent de Paul 
is a lasting way to help the most disadvantaged 
and needy in our community. 

If you would like to discuss a Bequest  
with us, please get in touch.

“ I see the Church as a field 
hospital after battle.” 
POPE FRANCIS
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“When we are feeling a bit  glum or underwhelmed
      by the ordinary nature  of life and perhaps the

monotony of it, here  is someone we can pray to”
homily of archbishop Paul 
given at st Mary's Pro-Cathedral on the   solemnity of st Joseph, 19 March

Many of us as Catholic people can find a   link to St Joseph in our lives. 
Whether it be the name of the school we   attended, or a parish, or his name being 
used in our families as a Christian name,    Joseph has been a key part of our 
Christian culture and faith.

people, we live with the hope of eternal 
life with God and we prepare for that 
each day of our lives here on earth.

That is what we see in Joseph and 
what I suspect has made him such a 
powerful saint in the life of the Church. 
He was given this most honoured role 
of being the foster father of Jesus and 
then he did it in the most ordinary of 
ways. It was in the daily living of his life 
and faith that he helped Mary to form 
Jesus into the man who would proclaim 
the kingdom of God and would fulfil 
his mission of bringing the Good News 
of God the Father to all people.

The person Jesus became was 
shaped by Joseph and Mary. From 
Joseph he learnt a trade, he would 
have seen what it looked like to 
engage with others, to treat others 
well, to care for the needs of others. 
He was with Joseph at his time of 
death, he would have seen what it 
looked like to die in faith. St Joseph is 
the saint for living an ordinary life well.

However, if we left it there we would 
be failing to see the other side of 
Joseph’s life and witness which is so 
powerful, and that is that he was a 
man who was in tune with God. Like 
his namesake from the Old Testament, 
he is a man of dreams. God spoke to 
Joseph in a number of dreams and 
he listened, trusted, and acted on 
them. When God spoke to Joseph he 
responded in faith. The first instance 
was in the circumstances of Mary’s 
pregnancy, something that would 
have been the cause of great scandal 
in the culture. Joseph took her as 
his wife because he trusted in what 
God said to him. He did the same 
again when he was told to move the 
family to Egypt. He was a man who 
was in tune with God and what God 
was asking of him, even when it went 
against convention and normal ways 
of acting.

God had a very special plan for this 
man Joseph. Like Mary, Joseph 
responded to this plan with an 
openness to God and all that it would 
mean, most of which he would not 
have had a clue about. When they 
brought the child to the temple to be 
presented, along with Mary he would 
have heard the prophecies of Simeon 
and Anna and must have wondered 
what this would mean. Yet he and 
Mary took their role as parents to their 
hearts and knew they were doing 
God’s work. They provided the home 
in which Jesus grew to maturity. Once 
that had happened, Jesus then went 
on his mission, leaving his home town 
and heading out to do what he was 
destined to do.

So what does all of this mean for you 
and me. Well in the first instance we 
have a saint who models for us what 
it is to listen to God and to respond in 
faith. God asked big things of Joseph 
and he will be asking things of us as 
well. Do we have the courage and 
faith to respond in the way Joseph 
did? Here is someone we can seek 
intercession from to help us be men 
and women of faith. When we are 
feeling a bit glum or underwhelmed 

by the ordinary nature of life and 
perhaps the monotony of it, here is 
someone we can pray to, who helps 
us to see that this is God’s work and 
plan we are working in and with. 
When we might be struggling to stay 
faithful to living a life of integrity, here 
is a saint who did it par excellence 
and who we want on our side in his 
prayers. When we come to our own 
death, or the death of someone 
we know or love, we pray for his 
intercession for a grace filled death.

This ‘Year of St Joseph’ which Pope 
Francis has asked us to celebrate, 
is a wonderful opportunity for us 
to again fall in love with this great 
ancestor of our faith. It marks the 
150th anniversary of Pope Pius IX’s 
proclamation of St Joseph as Patron 
of the Universal Church. We have 
in this man someone who models 
faithfulness in word and deed and 
whose prayers for much of the 
ordinary things in life are so valued. 
May we be blessed and graced by 
this relationship to St Joseph, and may 
our prayer and reflection on this man 
and his life lead us closer to God, who 
Joseph followed so well.

www.caritas.org.nz
0800 22 10 22

Join our regular giving 
programme today

Make a lasting 
difference in 

the lives of 
those in need
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Church to renew Bishop Pompallier’s 
dedication of Aotearoa New Zealand 
to Our Lady Assumed into Heaven
All the country’s Catholic bishops will gather in Wellington on Sunday 
15 August for a Mass to renew Bishop Pompallier’s 1838 dedication of 
Aotearoa New Zealand to Our Lady Assumed into Heaven.

The Mass will be celebrated at the 
Wellington landmark St Mary of the 
Angels Church.

August 15 is a Holy Day of Obligation 
for the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, which this year is also 
a Sunday. Parishes throughout the 
country will be invited to join in prayer 
for the renewal of the dedication.

The bishops have commissioned an 
artwork of Mary by Christchurch artist 
Damien Walker. The work will be 
taken on a hikoi around each of the 
country’s six Catholic dioceses after 
the Solemnity of the Assumption.

The hikoi will include a visit to Totara 
Point in the Hokianga, where Bishop 
Jean-Baptiste Pompallier celebrated 
the first Mass on New Zealand soil on 
13 January 1838 and dedicated the 
country to Mary under the title of Our 
Lady Assumed into Heaven.

Bishop of Hamilton Stephen Lowe, 
Secretary of the NZ Catholic Bishops 

aRChBishoP’s offiCe
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Conference, said many Catholic 
faithful urged the bishops during 
the nationwide Covid-19 lockdown 
a year ago to dedicate Aotearoa 
New Zealand to Mary to seek her 
protection.

“Bishop Pompallier had already 
dedicated the country to Mary,” 
says Bishop Lowe. “But the bishops 
thought the idea of a renewal of that 
dedication had merit, especially 
because this year, August 15th is a 
Sunday. Mary has a special and very 
holy place in the hearts of Catholics. 
In this time of a world pandemic, we 
felt it fitting to renew our country’s 
dedication to her.”

The bishops advertised nationally 
for an artist to create a special work 
for the renewal. They received 17 
quality proposals, choosing the one 
by Damien Walker of the Studio of 
St Philomena in Christchurch for a 
painting of Our Lady.

After the hikoi, the painting will be 
displayed in the baptism alcove of 
St Mary of the Angels, which will 
become a national shrine to Mary. The 
church is a historic landmark in central 
Wellington, opened in 1922 and served 
by priests from the Society of Mary, 
a Catholic congregation founded in 
France in 1816 under the patronage of 
Mary.

Damien Walker says he is creating a 
Madonna and Child with an emphasis 
on kotahitanga (unity).

“The painting presents Mary as a symbol 
of unity in her universal motherhood, 
uniting Heaven and Earth in her son,” 
Damien says. “She reflects the unity of 
the Church, which reaches to the ends 
of the Earth, stretching not only across 
the oceans but across the centuries 
as well. The work has a distinctly New 
Zealand flavour, emphasising also the 
unity of the tangata whenua with all the 
other peoples who have come to live 
alongside them in the partnership of bi-
culturalism, called to live the same faith 
and baptism, each in their unique way.”

Father Kevin Mowbray SM, Parish 
Priest of St Mary of the Angels, says 
the church community is honoured 
and excited to be chosen as the place 
where the artwork will be placed: 
“Mary herself was a pilgrim following 
her son in difficult and dangerous 
times,” says Fr Kevin. “So it is fitting 
that we should ask her, at this present 
moment in our history through such 
a re-dedication, to accompany the 
Church in Aotearoa New Zealand as it 
too walks in faith with the Lord.”

Bishop Pompallier - who was 
associated with the Society of Mary - 
was this country’s first Catholic bishop, 
serving from 1838 to 1868, when he 
returned to his native France. He took 
part in negotiations at Waitangi in 1840 
before the signing of the Treaty, and 
published some of the first printed 
Māori prayer books and Bibles.

In a pastoral letter about the 1838 
dedication of the country to Mary, the 
New Zealand bishops wrote: “Bishop 
Pompallier placed our country under 
the protection of Mary as she is now 
- alive, body and soul, rejoicing in the 
happiness of God’s kingdom.”

Discussing where the artwork of Mary will be 
displayed in the baptism alcove of St Mary 
of the Angels, from left, Siobhan Dilly and 
Kate Aduna from the NZ Catholic Bishops 
Conference secretariat; Abby Cummins and 
Fr Kevin Mowbray from St Mary of the Angels.

St Mary of the Angels Church 
in central Wellington

Damien Walker in his studio
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In March, 90 Golden Catholics came together at St Bede’s College for Mass 
in its new chapel with Fr John O’Connor. They also heard how the Catholic 
Education Office and Catholic Development Fund (CDF) work to support 
our children and grandchildren to ‘Grow in Holiness’. 

Lunch followed with Archbishop 
Paul in the College’s Performing Arts 
Centre. This was fitting, given the 
space was enabled via a loan from the 
Catholic Development Fund. 

‘Growing in Holiness’ is one role of the 
Catholic Education Office’s (CEO’s) 
religious education programme. CEO 
Manager Mike Nolan stated, “Through 
the New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference’s Religious Education 
programme, children and young 
people learn they are loved by God; 
through the liturgical life of the school, 
students learn to respond individually 
and collectively to the call to listen 
to God’s Word, to worship and give 
thanks and to go out into the world 
and live out the call of their Christian 
faith. Much of the work of the CEO 
focuses on empowering teachers 
and leaders in our Catholic schools, 

through the delivery of quality 

professional development and NZQA 

approved qualifications in religious 

education.” 

The CDF went on to outline the 

benefits an Education Savings Account 

has, when saving for school and 

tertiary education fees. CDF Marketing 

and Business Development Manager 

Liza Sparrow stated, “as a values-

based investment, the CDF allows one 

to save whilst knowing that they are 

helping support the pastoral activities 

of the diocese and providing loan-

funding so schools can provide warm, 

safe, modern learning environments 

where students grow in holiness. If 

preservation of capital is your goal, the 

CDF represents a secure choice as it 

is 100% guaranteed by the Bishop of 

Christchurch.” 

Growing in Holiness

Golden catholics christchurch 

Donna Malone 
rf-dmalone@xtra.co.nz or

Angela Woolstencroft 
gawoolly@hotmail.com

Golden Catholics Sth Canterbury 
Stephanie Butchard 
jabutchard@xtra.co.nz

To find out more about the 
Catholic Development Fund 
visit www.cdf.org.nz or 
call 0800 40 FUND (0800 40 3863)

Donna Malone & Angela Woolstencroft
Golden Catholics hosts

Golden Catholics is a group set up by 
the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch 
for senior members of our community. 
We come together several times a 
year to share fellowship and food, 
while hearing from a range of 
speakers whose insight is of value to 
those in their golden years. To join or 
find out more contact:

STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

JJSTEEL.CO.NZPhone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz   frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ

“Much of the work of the Ceo focuses on empowering
teachers and leaders in our Catholic schools” 
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Last week I read a reflection from the Constitution on the Church in preparation for the feast of Pentecost. There was a 
line there I had not noticed before: “The Holy Spirit enables the Church to grow young”. Isn’t that a great thought.

Every year we notice the aging 
process in ourselves. We can’t move 
as fast or jump as high. Our fear of 
sickness and death grows. The mind 
lets us down and we fear we don’t 
look as good as we once did.

The key to growing young is found in 
life in harmony with the Spirit of God. 
This is what keeps the human heart 
healthy and beating young.

We know that prayer is the essential 
relationship in the life of the Christian. 
Prayer is an awareness of my desire to 
be connected to God. Sometimes this 
desire is expressed in formal prayers 
and spoken or silent expression. At 
other times I am just aware of my 
hunger and longing for God. This 
fundamental human need for prayer 
is the most significant mark of our 
healthy humanity. This is good news 
for the person who is struggling and 

who knows their weakness but it’s a 
bit of a challenge for the person who 
thinks they are doing pretty well on 
their own.

We don’t have to believe this because 
a Church document tells us. A simple 
experiment will give a more personal 
experience of the life that is on offer.

Set one week in which you seek to 
live in harmony with all you know God 
to be asking of you. (Much of this will 
have come to you through the gospels 
and the teachings of the Church. For 
one week, just do it!)

As a part of your week, set regular 
time for prayer. Ten minutes morning 
and evening. One minute every time 
the traffic light turns red. Two minutes 
during the tv ads...

If you suspect God might be seeking 
to change your behaviour in some 
way, then commit to making this 

change - at least for one week. For 
example, we know that Jesus taught 
us to love our enemy. This is a bit of a 
challenge since my enemies do not 
deserve my love, but for a week, try it! 
Think of the teaching of Jesus and the 
Church on care for the needy, justice 
and honesty, sexuality...

At the end of your week (or at bedtime 
on day two if that is all you can 
manage), ask yourself if you are more 
happy with yourself than you were 
a week ago. If you are happier, then 
keep the rhythm of life you have set 
going for another week. God created 
us to be happy and the Spirit is given 
to us to enable us to live happily and 
give us eternal youth.

The invitation of this Pentecost feast 
is to place yourself, one hundred 
percent, in the Upper Room of waiting 
for the Holy Spirit of Jesus. When the 
disciples did this, their main motivation 
was fear. That’s a good enough reason 
to open up to God.

The Holy Spirit is wanting and waiting 
to grow you young.

“god created us to be happy and the spirit is given to us
to enable us to live happily and give us eternal youth.”

aRChBishoP’s offiCe

A Reflection on Pentecost by 
fr John o’Connor



13

aR
oU

nd
 th

e P
aR

is
he

s

Remembering a 
Great Greymouth Priest
Monday 12 April marked the fifth Anniversary of the death of Mons Gerry 
O'Connor. A Mass for this much loved Greymouth priest was attended by 
140 friends, parishioners, and local clergy.

Fr Peter Costello was parish priest of 
St Patrick's Greymouth when Mons 
O'Connor died. He celebrated the 
Mass and was joined at the altar by 
current parish priest Fr Mathew Siji, his 
assistant Fr Tang Phan, and Hokitika 
parish priest Fr Joaquin Camano, Fr 
Mike Mahoney from Whataroa, along 
with visiting priests Fr Simon Eccleton 
and Fr Pat Breeze.

Fr Costello recalled the wonderful 
service Mons O'Connor gave to the 
Greymouth parish, especially his 
many years of service to the West 
Coast community. He described Mons 
O'Connor as "a bricks and mortar 
gentleman," instigating the 1996 shift 
from Chapel Street to High Street. Fr 
Costello recalled Mons O'Connor's 
love of the Coast, his sense of humour, 
and guidance to many.

Led by their director Sue Falvey, the 
St Patrick's parish choir sang Mons 

O'Connor's favourite hymns including 
Alleluia, Sing to Jesus, and Guide Me, 
O Thou Great Redeemer.

Many still recall and have fond 
memories of "This is your life". This 
2012 event was held in the parish 
church and was a complete surprise 
to Mons O'Connor, who was clearly 
humbled by all the attention and love 
shown to him for his 60 plus years 
of dedicated service to God and his 
parish family.

To conclude the evening, a fine supper 
was served in the Mons Gerry Meeting 
Room where, to this day, parishioners 
recall past discussions and fun they 
had with the Mons. This wonderful 
gathering for Mons is testament to the 
high regard in which he is still held on 
the Coast. We pray for his soul and 
give thanks to God for the many ways 
the Mons blessed those who knew 
him.

Surveying  |  Engineering  |  Planning 
Landscape architecture  |  Urban design  |  GIS eliotsinclair.co.nz

We are proud to have provided strategic land and 
site development consultancy services to the 
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch since 1999.

Shaping a better tomorrow

Fr Do Nguyen blessing the Paschal 
Candle outside the Sacred Heart Basilica

Fr Chris Friel won the best garden under 
3 year category at the end of summer.

Holy Family Parish
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The final Masses at St Matthew's Bryndwr were held over the weekend 
of 10-11 April. It was a beautiful time of celebration including testimonies 
witnessing God’s presence in this community over many decades.
“Let us remember the power of God’s word proclaimed here in scripture 
and in preaching. We thank you and we praise you for your holy word 
proclaimed in this church in faith, broken open to our children and 
preached here in sincerity. May it echo always in our hearts. May we 
always seek and follow the Good Shepherd, the Word of God.”

Some Articulate Thoughts 
from a Bryndwr Parishioner
the following speech was given at the 
final masses of St Matthew's Bryndwr

My name is Conor Thwaites. I am eleven years old. I came to this parish when I was four. I have a lot of memories...
A big memory for me is my first Holy Communion. I was eight years old and the Church was full. The bishop was 
our celebrant. It wasn't just important to me. It seemed like it was a big deal for everyone. 

People actually travelled to be here. I was all dressed up 

with my friends and it was the day we could start receiving 

communion. We had a party in the hall and then a big 

celebration at home. Quite often, when I come to Mass, I 

remember that day.

Christmas Mass is another special memory. When I was 

younger, we would come on Christmas morning. I used to 

be in the nativity play. I have been a shepherd, a wise man, 

an innkeeper, and Joseph… and then I retired. But now that I 

am older, we come on Christmas Eve. It feels special to be 

at church so late at night and I like how everyone sings the 

carols together.

This church has played an important role in my school life 

at St Patrick's. The church seemed like a normal part of 

our lives and we had all our school Masses here. The end 

of year Mass was especially important. The Year 8's would 

stand on this very altar for the Candle Ceremony on their 

last day as pupils at St Patrick's School. Mum said that all 

the mothers cried when we sang the Irish Blessing.

I have been an altar server for two years now. I was pretty 
nervous at first, but it was my friend Finn Gibson who taught 
me the ropes. And let's just say, well, I've improved. Being 
an altar server takes a bit of courage, but it feels good to be 
an important part of the Mass.

But my favourite memory of Mass at Holy Trinity is sitting 
at the back, next to my Dad, when he plays the organ. It 
makes me feel proud.

This parish feels like home to me and, like most of you, I'm 
going to be sad when the parish gets disbanded. But scary 
things can become something fun and exciting if we all do 
it together. Before I finish, Mum and Dad would like me to 
say that the people of this parish have shown our family 
a great deal of support and friendship over the years. So 
I would like to thank the parishioners of the Holy Trinity 
parish. This community has made us better people. We 
hope that we all here will keep a special bond.

Conor Thwaites 
St Matthew's Parish, Bryndwr
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This building is a holy place because 
it is the place where God dwells in his 
real presence in the tabernacle, where 
the people of God have gathered, 
where the scriptures have been 
proclaimed and reflected upon, where 
the Eucharist has been celebrated so 
many times, and where people have 
come in their brokenness to receive the 
mercy of God and to bask in his love. 
It is also from this place that people 
have gone out to witness to Christ, as 
we heard in the Gospel today, both in 
terms of their words and their actions. 
The poor have been helped and those 
who have been searching for the truth 
have joined the community of faith 
through becoming members of the 
Church and this community. There is 
so much to give thanks to God for what 
has happened here.

And so it is right that we feel sadness 
as the spiritual life of this place 
comes to a conclusion. All that 
happened here has shaped those 
who participated, and knowing that 
this will not happen any longer here is 
a painful recognition of the changes 
that happen in life. But we also know 
that this is not the end, but a transition 
to something new. When this parish 
was established, carved off from the 
St Joseph’s parish in Papanui Road, it 
marked an ending and a change for 
that parish and those people. But life 
continued and all the communities 
of faith did too, in different ways than 
before. This parish and church was 
built to reflect the needs of that time, 
and now we are doing the same 
to reflect the needs of our time. It 
would be wonderful if we were like 
the early Church, as described in 
the first reading, and the church was 
overflowing with people gathering 
in faith, but we know that isn’t the 
case. And we know the call is to go 
out and proclaim the good news, 
and we have to have something alive 
and able to support people in their 
faith to bring those whom we invite 
to come to. We are better able to do 
that now in bigger communities, and 
so we need to make these changes, 
painful though they are, because the 
Christian journey never remains static, 
it continues to change and develop 
and St Matthew’s church is part of that 
dynamic now.

For we know that the true things of life, 
those that are really important, live in 
our hearts and in our souls, rather than 
just in buildings. Our faith memory and 
experience is carried around inside 
of us, and the external manifestation 
of this through buildings, helps us 
to recall this and reflect on what it 
means, but sometimes we have to let 
that go for the sake of some greater 
good. That is stepping out in faith, 
and that is very much what we are 
experiencing today and in our diocese 
as we live out the calling of Our Faith, 
Our Future.

In coming to this day we give thanks 
to God for all that has happened here 
in St Matthew’s Church. We thank 
God for the holy men and women 
who have sat in these pews, whose 
funerals have been celebrated here, 
all those who received the Sacraments 
in this church and those priests who 
ministered here and the sisters who 
worked in the parish and school. 
These have been blessed and graced 
years and we ask those saints of God 
who are in heaven, to pray for us today 
and into the future, as we follow Christ 
in our time, as we endeavour to be 
witnesses to him in our world, and 
especially as we work to build the new 
parish of North Christchurch, so that 
it will be a place where people will 
be nourished in their faith, gather to 
praise God, and go out and spread the 
Good News.

the following is taken from archbishop Paul’s homily at the final Masses celebrated at st Matthew’s, Bryndwr

“we need to make these changes, 
painful though they are, because the 

Christian journey never remains static”
- Archbishop Paul

We gather at this Mass to give thanks to God for all those who have gone before us in faith in this Church which 
was the parish church of St Matthew’s Bryndwr and Holy Trinity. For 70 years people gathered in this area, 
and for the last 53 in this Church, to praise God, to celebrate the sacraments of the Church, to mark significant 
moments of life, to pray alone and also together. 

“to build the new parish of North Christchurch, so that it
will be a place where people will be nourished in their faith”
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At that time, seven of the purification 
plants designed by Fr Huynh had been 
built and ten more were planned. Now, 
in spite of travel restrictions caused by 
Covid-19, those ten have been built 
and ten more are in the pipeline. The 
goal is to build ten each year if funds 
allow. In spite of Fr Huynh not being 
able to travel to Quang Binh Province, 
his father and cousin-in-law have been 
building the plants and maintaining 
the existing ones.

The plants allow people to have 
access to clean water instead of the 
heavily polluted water they would 
otherwise rely on. Their main income is 
derived from fishing and growing rice, 
but many only have enough income 

for their daily food, never mind saving 
for health and education.

The price of the plants has increased 
to over $6000 now because of the 
addition of a micro filter, a pump and 
ozone treatment. The older systems 
have been updated. Money had come 
from a number of sources, Fr Huynh 
said. These included the Vietnamese 
communities in Auckland, Wellington, 
and Christchurch, as well as 
Ashburton’s Catholic Women’s League 
and St Vincent de Paul Conference.

Fr Huynh said he thanked all the 
very generous people who were 
supporting poor people in another 
part of the world. He wishes them and 
their families all the best.

More Purification Plants 
in the Pipeline
A year ago, Inform reported on a water purification 
system in Vietnam instigated by Fr Huynh Tran, 
Ashburton’s assistant priest .

Inaugural Mass 
- Catholic Parish of Christchurch East
Sunday 22nd November 2020 - Feast of Christ the King

Over 400 Christchurch East parishioners 
gathered in the Catholic Cathedral 
College Hall for Mass to celebrate that 
the two former Parishes of Stella Maris 
- Catholic Parish of Ferrymead, and the 
Parish of Christchurch East - St Mary 
and St James, joined to form the new 
Catholic Parish of Christchurch East, 
which was formalized on 1st July 2020. 
The Hall was beautifully decorated 
with floral arrangements prepared by 
the Samoan Community. Bishop Paul 
celebrated Mass together with Parish 
Priest Father Benito Velasco and 
Assistant Priests Father Peter Costello 
and Father Paulo Filoialii. Mass was 
followed by a beautiful shared lunch, 
and entertainment provided by our 
Samoan and Tongan communities.
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Cathedral Architects Announced
At the most recent Catholic Business Network Lunch, the 
Archbishop announced the architects for the new cathedral. 
Franck & Lohsen Architects is delighted to have been 
selected as lead architects for the cathedral in partnership 
with associate architects Warren & Mahoney.

Based in Washington, DC, Franck & Lohsen Architects is 
very familiar with designing elegant ecclesiastical buildings 
using both classical and modern techniques.

Warren & Mahoney Architects is a prestigious firm having 
designed much of the built fabric of Ōtautahi Christchurch, 
such as the Christchurch Town Hall, Te Pae Christchurch 
Convention Centre, and Memorial Bridge (near the airport).

New Cathedral Governance Group Members
Archbishop Paul and Co-Chair Philip Carter announced 
three new members of the Cathedral Governance Group at 
the first Catholic Business Network event for the year, on 29 
April. The new members are:
Jo Appleyard - Partner, Chapman Tripp. Jo specialises in 
civil litigation and in providing strategic advice on the full 
range of environmental and resource management issues.
Andy McFarlane - Andy has hands-on experience building 
businesses and investment portfolios, while attracting co-
investment with a shared vision. He has built up experience 
in governance for over 20 years.
Andy Doherty - Diocesan General Manager.

The Cathedral Governance Group is responsible, together 
with the diocese's Management & Finance Board, for overall 
management of the Cathedral Precinct project.

Cathedral Book of Record
Would you be interested in helping create a Book of Record 
that lists donors to the Cathedral Campaign? Perhaps 
you have an interest in documenting history or you enjoy 
publishing or calligraphy.

For those who wish to be named, an elegant Book of 
Record is a significant way of acknowledging donors. The 
Book of Record will be on display in the new cathedral for 
ten years before being lodged in the diocesan archives.

If you are interested, please make contact via 
cathedralcampaign@cdoc.nz.

Former Prime Minister to Speak at CBN Lunch
The guest speaker for the next Catholic Business Network 
Lunch will be The Rt Hon Sir Bill English KNZM, former 
Prime Minister of New Zealand. This networking lunch 
- the second CBN event for the year - will be held on 
Thursday 17 June, 12.00-2.00pm, at the Christchurch 
Town Hall. The diocese wishes to thank Cavell Leitch for 
sponsoring the event.

All Catholic Business Network members are invited to 
attend as part of their membership. Single tickets are 
available for non-members: $100 pp (incl. GST and online 
booking fee).

To book your place at the lunch, email Louise O'Brien 
at events@cdoc.nz or phone 03 366 9869.

Thinking about drafting your Will or wanting to update an existing Will? 
Being made in the image of God, our lives are full of faith and meaning not only now but eternally.

By leaving a gift in your Will to the diocese, you contribute to a future for our diocese where everyone 
thrives in discovering their faith. 

The legacy you leave has the power to bless future generations, contributing to strengthening our 
diocese and ensuring the ongoing maintenance and services of our diocese and parishes. 

Pass on what you have received through your faith by considering a gift in your Will. 

For more information about making a gift in your Will, 
please contact Rachel Jefferies: 03 366 9869 
or legacies@cdoc.nz.

sir bill english
forMer PriMe Minister
of neW ZealanDTHUR 17 JUNE 2021

12:00PM - 2:00PM

Limes Room, Town Hall

For more information email 
lobrien@cdoc.nz or phone
03 366 9869

CATHOLIC
BUSINESS NETWORK

12 MONTH
MEMBERSHIP

$270
(INCL GST)

includes 3 Luncheons
+ Christmas Reception

Event sponsored by $100
(INCL GST)

Guest/Companion fee
for single luncheon
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The CDF caught up with Irene Maguire this month to find out why she 
chose the CDF over a traditional bank to manage her business finances.

Irene Maguire credits her strong 
Catholic upbringing with her natural 
lean towards social justice. Doing 
something for the other person has 
been a driver throughout her life, 
extending into her career. It’s therefore 
of no surprise that she and husband 
James set up Back to Work Ltd in 
1999.

Back to Work Ltd is a job search 
support and vocational rehabilitation 
agency that supports those struggling 
to find work or looking for a change of 
direction. 

Acknowledging the importance 
of participation in society and the 
contribution this makes to one’s sense 
of wellbeing and dignity, Back to Work 
goes above and beyond to offer a duty 
of care to the people they support. As 
Irene proudly says, “The person who 
comes in the door leaves happier than 
when they arrived, with something 
positive from being in our office. We 
offer a step along their pathway to 
employment.”

When setting up their business they 
were advised to put money aside for 
their annual tax payment, musing that 

as Benjamin Franklin said ‘in this world 
nothing can be said to be certain, 
except death and taxes’. Their advisors 
also outlined how common it is for 
small businesses to put off thinking 
about tax, including filing tax returns 
to Inland Revenue (IRD) and having 
a last-minute scramble to come up 
with the money. They recommended 
she set up a separate, interest-
earning account for tax, GST and ACC 
payments.

Taking this advice, Irene set up a CDF 
(Catholic Development Fund) Saving 
Account, stating “putting money 
aside gives us peace of mind and 
consequently I never stress about 
our GST or tax as I know it’s safely put 
aside. And if we ever get a surplus, I 
pop that into the account too - I like 
knowing it’s there, out of sight and 
locked away.”

A CDF Member for over 22 years 
Irene has four CDF accounts: Savings 
Account, Term Investment, Christmas 
Club, and Funeral Savings Account.

When asked why Irene rates the CDF 
so much her response was straight-
shooting, stating:

Common good
I know the church will use the interest 
from my investment for the common 
good. I have trust in the diocese 
and/or the Bishop as to where they 
decide the distribution is best applied. 
I especially like thinking my money 
has been part of the rejuvenation 
and strengthening of the diocese. 
My efforts, although only a tiny wee 
drop in a bucket, makes a difference 
to those around me. Given the CDF 
supports Catholic Social Services and 
the Catholic Youth Team I liken it to 
the passage in the Bible, Give a man a 
fish, and you feed him for a day. Teach 
a man to fish, and you feed him for a 
lifetime. Mathew 4:19.

“i know the church will 
use the interest from my 
investment for the common 
good. i have trust in the 
diocese and/or the Bishop 
as to where they decide the 
distribution is best applied.”

“Putting money  aside
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gives us peace of mind”

Personal Relationship
I value the relationship I have with Mel 
(Melanie Perry, CDF Administrator). 
After all these years Mel even 
recognises my voice, so I don’t 
even have to introduce myself! 
Unlike a bank where you have zero 
relationships with your account 
manager, here I have a personal one 
with CDF staff. Recently my trading 
bank charged me $150 to change 
documentation - there are no fees 

at the CDF so that adds to my sense 
of fairness in the way the fund is 
administered.

Pin Money
I call it my ‘pin money’ - cash set aside 
which is out of sight. I like knowing 
I have savings that can be used for 
Christmas or in an emergency, i.e., to 
get someone home from overseas in 
the event of a funeral or wedding or 
even extra tax!

The CDF has hundreds of 
members like Irene. We value 
each and every one.

To find out more about the CDF

Visit: www.cdf.org.nz

email: cdf@cdoc.nz

call: 0800 40 FUND 
 (0800 40 3863)

It’s important to get your own, independent, advice from your accountant, lawyer, or tax specialist. Neither any trustee of the CDF nor any of its employees or 
agents (nor anyone on its behalf) is providing any financial advice nor any financial planning service. For the avoidance of doubt, they are not providing any 
recommendation, guidance or opinion in connection with any investment in the CDF. If investment risk or return is important to you, you should consider seeking 
financial advice before investing in the CDF. A list of all authorised financial advisers who can give you financial advice appears on the following internet site - 
www.fam.govt.nz. The CDF has been declared under the Non-bank Deposit Takers (Declared-out Entities) Regulations 2015 not to be a non-bank deposit taker. 
This means the CDF is not subject to the NBDT legislation.

“Putting money  aside

TAKING THE STRESS OuT OF BuSINESS
Investing in the CDF allows for both business benefits 
and a way to help the Church

help the diocese
Interest returns are shared with 
the Bishop of Christchurch who 
uses them to strengthen our 
Catholic community via pastoral 
and educational works.

socially Responsible investment
CDF invests in companies that support 
and sustain people in a socially just 
manner and who conduct business in 
an environmentally sound way.

Financial Benefit
No account fees, interest paid on all 
accounts, Resident Withholding Tax 
deducted from interest earned, putting 
money aside gives peace of mind.

here to help
One point of contact, relationship 
manager to meet at your home 
or place of work, free phone, free 
post, email, online service.
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Marian College to Commence Building  On New Site
Tenders will be called shortly and work is expected to start on the new Marian College campus in Christchurch in June. 
The estimated $25 million development replaces the old Marian College, irreparably damaged in the 2011 earthquakes. 
The school has been sited next to the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Barbadoes Street since 2012.

The front entrance to the new Marian College building

A bird’s eye view of the new Marian College site

A courtyard view

The new Marian College site

Archbishop Paul, the Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese 
of Christchurch, said that he was delighted to see the plans 
for Marian College coming to fruition, which reflected the 
desire of the diocese to create a hub in the north of the 
city with two secondary schools, a primary school, and the 
North Parish church and facilities.

The college will neighbour St Joseph's Primary School, 
and will be on a three-hectare site bordered by Vagues 
Road, Main North Road, and Northcote Road, with the 
main entrance off Lydia Street. It will be close to St Bede's 
College.

"While Marian College has continued to provide great 
Catholic education for the last 10 years in temporary facilities, 
this new location and buildings provide a great opportunity 
for all these entities to work together." said Archbishop Paul. 
"It is also a reminder that helping our young women grow 
to maturity begins with good and dedicated people first. 
For them to have a permanent home and state-of-the-art 
facilities is thoroughly deserved," he said.

Designed by Christchurch architects Sheppard and Rout, 
the new school incorporates an existing warehouse which 
offers a unique design opportunity for the college. A large 
atrium, open courtyard and walkways take advantage of 
the warehouse area to create spaces to gather and connect 
with other people. A range of flexible and specialised 
learning spaces cater to the school's curriculum and 
provide for future growth and change.

The new Marian College will include: a chapel; a reception 
and administration area including offices and meeting 
spaces for the senior leadership team of the school; staff 
offices including one large staff room; and twenty-six 
full sized classrooms for a range of subjects including 
Art, Science, Food Technology, Textiles, and Physical 
Education. There is space to expand to 33 classrooms to 
cater for future growth. Several smaller teaching spaces 
are available for learning support, distance learning, and 
careers. The performing arts wing includes a double 
height black-box performance space, alongside music 
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Marian College students are buzzing after plans 
for the new school to open in 2023 were revealed. 
Marian College head girl Taylor Fasi-Fidow (left) 
said Marian College students had waited patiently 
for the ‘amazing’ new school.

“It was an honour for me to see the behind the 
scenes work and all the thought that was put into 
designing the new school. The final result clearly 
shows that. It’s cool Marian College finally has 
somewhere to call a home of its own,” Taylor said.

Extensive consultation with current and future 
students, staff, and the wider school community was 
undertaken with elements from those discussions 
utilised in the design. Beautienna Gamble, now 
Year 12, was one of the students involved in the 
consultation days two years ago when she was just 
Year 10. “Seeing the plans put a smile on my face, as 
you could see all the work that had gone on behind 
the scenes to make this happen,” Beautienna said. 
“In Year 10, we spent a day planning for it and 
giving our ideas for the new school. To see that 
they actually incorporated some of those ideas was 
really great. I also loved the fact they were using 
the existing warehouse and have really made an 
effort to be eco-friendly.”

Year 10 student Eddy Stanton, who will be among the 
current students to move to the Lydia Street site in 
2023, said she loved how the whole school was in one 
building and that it felt ‘very homely and inclusive’.

Marian College to Commence Building  On New Site

and recording studios. There will also be a library and 
learning centre; a whare (planned); a multi-purpose space 
for teaching, community activities, and for general student 
use; and a full sized gymnasium including changing rooms, 
weights room, gallery seating, and storage, plus four 
covered courts, and a canteen.

Principal Mary-Lou Davidson said the innovative and 
exciting plans for the new Marian College were 'worth the 
wait'. "This is a home for the future of the Marian College 
community. We are very grateful to Archbishop Paul Martin 
for his support and vision and to the project team at the 
Catholic Diocese. Sheppard and Rout Architects have been 
amazing to work with throughout this design process. We 
have done extensive consultation with our students and 
the school community in developing these plans which 
are adhering to the Green Star Rating System. While we 
never expected to be at our current site for 10 years, it has 
been a blessing in disguise in that we've been able to really 
consider how we want to teach and learn in the future and 
what spaces are essential at our new school. This really has 
been a journey from our North Parade site being rendered 
unusable following the 2011 earthquake, then moving to 
St Bede's College for a year before sharing the Catholic 
Cathedral College site, to now with an exciting new school 
on the way. But during this journey, we've always known 
that a school is not about the buildings, but rather it is about 
the people who make up our Marian College community. 
I'd like to thank our school community for your loyalty 
and patience during this time. The heart of the school has 
remained steadfast and our students have continued to 
thrive. We will now have an innovative new school to carry 
on the Marian College tradition," she said.

about Marian College:
Marian College is a Catholic state integrated school for girls 
with a maximum roll of 430 students, that combines high 
academic standards and a progressive approach to modern 
education.

Marian College opened in 1982, with the merging of two 
similar Catholic secondary schools for girls. St Mary's 
College, opened by the Sisters of Mercy in Colombo Street 
in 1893, and McKillop College in Shirley, administered by 
the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart. These two 
schools merged into a larger secondary school on the 
McKillop College site in North Parade. The Catholic Bishop 
of Christchurch is the proprietor.

Following the 22 February 2011 earthquake, Marian College 
relocated as a result of significant land damage. Marian was 
subsequently hosted by brother school, St Bede's College, 
for the rest of that year.

From 2012, Marian relocated to fully refurbished buildings 
alongside Catholic Cathedral College and the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament on Barbadoes Street.

View inside the atrium

An indoor court

Marian College’s new chapel
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The annual Bishop Lyons Shield competition was held at St Thomas 
of Canterbury College, with teams from our seven secondary schools 
competing in public speaking events for the coveted title.

Marian College Wins
Bishop Lyons Shield

While the Marian College team had 
taken out some early points (including 
second in Impromptu Speech, third 
in the Junior Prepared Speech, and 
first in Senior Prepared Speech), it 
was not until the final events that the 
students realised they might just win 
the competition.

"We were in fourth place most of 
the weekend and then when Valelia 
Taaso won the scripture reading 
event, suddenly we moved into the 
top spot. It was then that we realised, 
if our Religious Questions team got 
a placing, we would win the shield," 
Taylor Fasi-Fidow said.

"We felt the pressure going into that," 
Amy Williamson, who was part of the 
Religious Questions team said.

The Religious Questions participants 
had studied hard over the past month, 
learning about interreligious dialogue 
which they say ignited a renewed 
passion for their faith and a fresh 
perspective of what it means to be 
Catholic in 2021.

"We prayed, a lot, going into the 
competition," Malaika Sequeira said. 
"Praying just gave us this sense of 
calm as we went out to compete."

The team won the Religious Questions 
competition, and the Bishop Lyons 

Shield became Marian College's once 
again. This is the fifth time Marian 
College has won the shield since the 
competition's inception in 1945.

While the win was a great achievement, 
the Bishop Lyons team insists it was not 
what they went there for.

"Going into the competition, we were 
not thinking 'we want to win this', 
we were just excited to meet other 
Catholic students who share our faith, 
and we spent most of the weekend 
cheering other teams on," Amy said. 
"It was so great just meeting other 
students and, because it was a public 
speaking competition, no one was 
particularly shy and we found it really 
easy to mix and mingle with everyone." 

"What made this different to other 
competitions where you're in it to win 
it, is the fact that we really felt like we 
came to know the other competitors - 
it was like getting a little glimpse into 
each other's lives particularly through 
the speech competitions," she said.

Amy Regenvanu, who was part of the 
Debating team, said the experience 
has brought the participants closer 
together in their own friendships. 
"Even within ourselves, we were really 
cheering each other on, as we knew 
how much effort we had each put into 
preparing for our events. As a team, we 

really were so positive and supportive 
and we celebrated our wins. We've 
become so much closer."

Scripture reader Valelia Taaso said the 
camaraderie between the schools was 
overwhelming. "When I finished doing 
the scripture reading, the girls came 
up and sang a waiata. Then, when the 
results were announced, Whaea and 
Taylor performed a haka and some 
others from other schools joined in, 
including my cousin who was MC for 
St Thomas'. I was just speechless. It 
was very emotional." Valelia said she 
hoped more Pasifika students would 
be encouraged to compete and take 
the opportunity to discover other parts 
of the school culture.

For several of the team members, 
participating in Bishop Lyons was 
extra special, as they had mothers 
and siblings who had also previously 
competed in the competition. "It's cool 
we now become part of that history."

final results for Marian College:
first

senior Prepared speech: 
Taylor Fasi-Fidow

religious Questions: 
Malaika Sequeira, Amy Williamson, 
Danielle McKenzie

scripture reading: Valelia Taaso

seconD:

impromptu speech: 
Madeline Kriigsman

thirD:

Junior Prepared Speech: 
Ellen Scott

(L-R) Back row: Amy Williamson, Danielle 
McKenzie, Maggie Crawford, Madeline 
Kriigsman, Ellen Scott, Celine Sebastian; 
Front row: Malaika Sequeira, Valelia Taaso, 
Archbishop Paul, Taylor Fasi-Fidow, 
Amy Regenvanu

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005

Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz 0800 555 553
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Recently St Bede's College hosted two Catholic Kāhui Ako events centred around literacy. The first event was 
a meeting of the newly formed Kāhui Raki Hub Literacy Professional Learning Rōpū, comprising 19 kaiako and 
senior leaders from its five Catholic primary and secondary schools. 

The hui opened following Maori 
tikanga, with a welcome, Kāhui Raki 
karakia, waiata, and mihimihi by those 
attending. Following the opening 
formalities, we broke for karakia and 
kai, allowing our teachers to further 
connect with colleagues.

One of the aims of this first hui was 
to build whanaungatanga within 
the group. The process of sharing 
our pepeha offered our teachers 
the opportunity to explain how they 
connect with the land and with people 
close to them. Through sharing this 
and other interesting facts about 
themselves, other colleagues made 
connections. The second aim was to 
explore some of the issues and trends 
in literacy across our schools.

Following kai, teachers were split 
into smaller groups to explore and 
discuss some of the key aspects of 
literacy. Teachers shared some of the 
great practice they are undertaking 

in their classrooms and schools, as 
well as ideas about strengthening 
literacy across our hub. It was ka rawe! 
(awesome!) to see both primary and 
secondary sectors collaborating and 
hearing the different perspectives of 
literacy education across our hub. 

The next step is collating the feedback 
from our teachers and narrowing 
our mahi towards areas that might 
strengthen the coherence of literacy 
education, from new entrant to senior 
secondary school levels. The richness 
of discussion came from shared 
experiences and the knowledge that 
our kaiako holds. This reinforced the 
whakatauki chosen for the hui, "Nāu te 
rourou, nāku te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi" 
(With your food basket and my food 
basket, the people will thrive)

storytelling of Maori Creation stories
A further event following the Kāhui 
Raki Hui was a seminar on telling 

authentic local Maori creation stories. 

Josh Halkett, Clara Mapley, Dallas 

Wichman, and Chrystie Woods, from 

the Eastern/Central Kāhui Ako hub, 

were the key presenters and the event 

was open to the entire Kahui Ako and 

local schools. They explained the 

method of storytelling, the relationship 

between local curriculum and local 

Maori stories, and presented a range 

of rauemi (resources) that have been 

developed to support the story telling. 

Both Josh and Clara had a term off, 

studying through full immersion 

to develop their understanding of 

te reo Maori and tikanga, as well 

as this story telling resource. This 

presentation is just one part of the 

Eastern hub's strategic plan around 

cultural responsiveness. The same 

presentation was delivered at Villa 

Maria a week earlier.

Literacy Professional Learning Rōpū
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Pal's leadership Workshop
Recently, twenty St Bede's and Marian College students were blessed to 
attend a leadership workshop led by Sports Canterbury. The workshop 
focussed on developing an understanding of the PAL's (Physical 
Activity Leaders) programme, which is present in many primary schools 
throughout Christchurch. 

The PAL's programme encourages 
students to participate in physical 
activity to enrich their well-being and 
develop positive relationships with 
their peers. Held at St Bede's, the aim 
of the workshop was to develop the 
leadership and mentoring capabilities 
of students within our Kāhui Raki Hub 
high schools, which in turn will be 
shared with our three hub primary 
schools.

In the first session the students 
covered the theory behind the PAL 
programme and the qualities of 
leadership. Students then applied 
some of this learning in a physical 
activity session, adapting play to 
make activities more exciting and 
challenging. Students then paired 

up to explore the vision and goals of 
mentoring primary students as part 
of the PAL's programme, and fed this 
back to the group. All the students 
involved enjoyed the collaborative 
approach of the workshop and it 
was exciting to watch both colleges 
working together towards a common 
goal. The next step for our students is 
to help our hub primary schools lead 
physical activities during lunchtimes or 
in physical education classes.

This leadership workshop is one 
of a number of initiatives identified 
within the Kāhui Raki Hub (north hub) 
strategic plan. This particular initiative 
strives to provide opportunities 
and education for our students on 
leadership and service. A fundamental 

goal of our Kāhui Ako is to work 
collaboratively to improve student 
outcomes.

Christchurch Catholic Kāhui Ako 
background
St Bede's College is part of 15 
Christchurch Catholic schools which 
make up the wider Christchurch 
Catholic Kāhui Ako. Our Kāhui Ako is 
divided into three hubs, with the Raki 
Hub (north hub) comprising St Bede's 
College, Marian College, St Joseph's 
Papanui, St Albans Catholic and St 
Joseph's Rangiora.

Chris Hubble and Matt Malone 
Kāhui Raki Hub Across School 
Lead Teachers

villa’s PJ Project 
for children in need
The cooler weather is coming and Villa Maria College 
students are helping children in need to stay warm this 
winter with brand new cosy winter pyjamas.

The student leaders, led by Head Girl Melissa Dunn, 
decided to hold a mufti day on Thursday 15 April, with 
students donating a gold coin to take part. More than 
$1,400 was raised on the day, with every cent going towards 
the purchase of new winter pyjamas in a range of children's 
sizes. The pyjamas will be donated to the Christchurch City 
Mission, to be added to food parcels for families in need 
throughout the city.

"We recognise that for some families, the cost of new 
winter pyjamas for their children is more than they can 
afford, and we can't imagine not being warm and cosy 
in bed through the colder months," explained Head Girl 
Melissa Dunn. "It was fantastic to see so many enthusiastic 
students donating to such a good cause, and we will 
be able to buy over a hundred sets of brand new winter 
pyjamas, in various sizes, for the City Mission to distribute 
to families in need."



25

sC
ho

ol
s

villa girls clean up at 
Corfe street Reserve
Villa Maria College students have been getting their 
hands dirty and doing their bit to clean up their local 
environment.

In partnership with the Drinkable Rivers programme, Villa 
Maria College Year 10 students spent a morning clearing 
weeds and rubbish from Ōtākaro Avon River at the Corfe 
Street Reserve, just around the corner from the College.

"The girls understand just how important it is for our precious 
Ōtākaro Avon River to be clean and healthy, and part of this 
process is clearing rubbish and weeds from the banks of the 
river," explained Mr Thomas Newton, Director of Religious 
Education at Villa Maria College. "The students spent time 
identifying weeds and removing them from the site, along 
with any rubbish that had collected there. They then planted 
carefully selected trees, shrubs, and grasses native to the 
area, that will grow and flourish in years to come."

Students in all year levels at the College have been 
participating in the Drinkable Rivers programme, which has 
included taking samples from the river and analysing these 

samples to check the health of the water. "We know the girls 
are passionate about being sustainable and doing their bit 
for the environment, and this gives them more knowledge 
and opportunities to really play an active role in improving 
the health of Ōtākaro Avon River," said Mr Newton. "This is 
education outside of the classroom at its best. The girls are 
learning about native and non-native species, understanding 
what plants are appropriate for the environment, and putting 
in the hard work to greatly improve that section of river. It's 
hoped that the students will share this knowledge with those 
around them and feel empowered to continue this good 
work in their own community."

Clearing the weeds (L-R): Katie Emms, Gabby Kennedy, Lucy Hine, 
Annika Palmer, Minnie Edwards (all Year 10, Villa Maria College)

A Beautiful School in a Beautiful Spot

An existing classroom was also moved from the back of 
the school to the front, to be used as an administration and 
staff room block. Fully funded by the Christchurch Diocese, 
this major project was begun in September 2020 and 
completed in February of this year.

Principal Angela Marshall said the school was in dire need 
of an upgrade as the doors were wooden and draughty, 
it had high ceilings, and was not fully insulated, making it 
difficult to heat. The fluorescent lights used to flicker. She 
said the upgrade was: "Beautiful. It looks stunning. The 
builders have kept the integrity of the outside villa style and 
inside it looks brand new. There are now different learning 
areas in the teaching block and it is quieter, warmer and 
calmer." Pupils began learning in the new classrooms from 
the second week of the term.

The official opening was attended by Waitaki MP Jacqui 
Dean, Mackenzie District mayor Graham Smith, and past 
staff and pupils, as well as members of the community. The 
Mackenzie College Kapa Haka group performed, and the 
event was followed by morning tea.

The school opened in 1939 and the project design has 
ensured its history will live on for future generations. 
Congratulations St Joseph's.

Recently, Archbishop Paul officially opened our refurbished St Joseph’s School in Fairlie. One of our smallest 
rural primary schools, St Joseph’s currently has a roll of 22 students. As part of the $600,000 project, the school 
completely restructured its main building which houses two classrooms.
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Catholic Women’s league 
Christchurch
War stories focus on men in arms. But women played an important part 
too. In World War I New Zealand nurses became heroes in the eyes of 
wounded servicemen.

Likewise, stories from Catholic Church 
history focus on men in soutanes. But 
women have played an important 
role here too. One such was Ann 
Buckley, also known as Annie. She was 
a woman of strength, a pioneer and 
leader of the Christchurch branch of 
the Catholic Women’s League. 

A highly regarded Christchurch nurse, 
Buckley joined the New Zealand Army 
Nursing Service in 1914. She was a 
member of the original group of 50 
registered nurses who sailed from 
Wellington in early-1915 to serve in 
military hospitals in World War I. She 
worked in trying conditions, under 
canvas, in rolling ships and in crowded 
hospitals. Conditions ranged from icy 
blizzards in one of England’s coldest 
winters, to gruelling heat and sand 
storms in the North African desert. She 
treated patients suffering from ghastly 
wounds and illnesses, many of them 
facing inevitable death far from home.

Buckley served in Egypt, Bombay, 
a hospital ship in the Persian Gulf, 
Salonika, Mudros Harbour, Malta, and 
England. 

Back in Christchurch, Buckley made 
her mark in a different way. She was an 
original member of the Christchurch 
Diocesan’s Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL) which was founded in 1936. 

She served as its second president, 
from 1938 to 1946. As other branches 
opened throughout the far-flung 
diocese, Buckley became Diocesan 
President of the CWL as well.

In her history of the Christchurch 
CWL’s first 50 years, Josephine van 
Montfort writes of Buckley then 
“leading her own army of League 
workers through the Second World 
War”, and says: “Miss Buckley was a 
much respected and loved foundation 
member of the League”.  Buckley was 
awarded the MBE by King George VI 
in 1949.

For all her strengths, Buckley would 
not have been out of place in the 
CWL. For this was a band of strong 
women who built a powerful and 
progressive movement in “a man’s 
world”. Sources held by the Archives 
of the Christchurch Diocese show the 
League won the highest regard of 
bishops, priests, and lay people, and 
worked well with them. Long before 
Buckley died, in 1961, the CWL was an 
essential element of Catholicism in the 
Christchurch Diocese.

All this began when 60 Christchurch 
women rallied to Bishop Brodie’s 
call to attend a meeting at the Ferry 
Road Convent in March, 1936. The 
aim of the meeting was to form an 
organisation for women that would 
make a collective effort to help the 
needy, while promoting social and 
reverential goals among the members. 
Membership was limited to practising 
Catholics.

At the inauguration, members decided 
on the name of Catholic Women’s 
Club. Its motto would be “Faith and 
Service”, under the divine patronage 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel and 
St Joseph, her spouse. Mina Ward, 
a well-known musician and church 
organist, was elected president. 
However, her marriage to an American 
citizen, and their move back to the 
USA soon after, meant a new leader 
was needed. Ann Buckley was duly 
elected. Bishop Brodie accepted the 
position of patron.

The original CWL logo

The new CWL logo
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Also prominent among the “strong 
women” was founder-member of 
the CWL, Florence Dobbs. Strong 
in a different way, she was elected 
secretary of the CWL at its inception. 
Mrs Dobbs, widow and mother, was 
a tireless volunteer who gave her 
services to many Church and civic 
welfare causes. Her help for people in 
need foreshadowed the establishment 
of Catholic Social Services. In eulogies 
at her funeral in 1965, she was lauded 
for the leadership she had provided to 
all helpers. Her strength was based in 
gentle love rather than curt command.

A few months after the inauguration, 
the bishop moved that the name 
“League” replace the original “Club”. 
The change was made, mainly 
because it would allow the group to 
affiliate to the international CWL that 
had been founded in England 30 years 
earlier. The movement had spread 
around much of the world, reaching 
Australia in 1914. The Auckland 
Diocese started a CWL in 1931, 
fostered by Bishop Liston who, on a 
visit to Australia, had been impressed 
by the League in action. Bishop Brodie 
picked up the idea from Bishop Liston.

New Zealand’s two other dioceses 
launched branches of the CWL, 
Wellington in 1944 and Dunedin in 
1949. Hamilton and Palmerston North 
dioceses were established in 1980-81. 
CWL branches already operated in 
these areas and continued to do so.

Economic effects of the Great 
Depression, World War II, and the 
period of austerity that followed 
the war, stressed the importance 
of helping people in need. The 
Christchurch CWL adopted this as 
a prime ministry. Bishop Brodie, his 
successor, Bishop Lyons, and the 
League’s chaplain, Fr Edward Joyce 
(later to succeed Lyons as bishop), 
supported this focus, while ensuring 
the spiritual dimension remained 
strong. Bishop Brodie stipulated 
that members should promote 
understanding of the Catholic faith 
in the wider community. The League 
must be non-political, he added, but 

discuss political issues deeply and 
openly to help mould good legislation.

In an early step towards ecumenism 
the CWL held a reception for the many 
Christchurch women’s societies, in 
1937. The aim was to familiarize the 
League with the general population. 
Invitations went out to every 
women’s society and nearly all sent 
representatives. The atmosphere was 
amicable and lasting relationships 
were forged – with individuals and 
groups. Notable among the groups 
represented were the National 
Council of Women and the Women’s 
Committee of the National Council 
of Churches. One outcome of the 
function was the CWL becoming a 
member organisation of these groups.

CWL opinion did not always mirror that 
of other groups, however. As an example, 
League views on the much-vexed issue 
of “birth control” differed from those of 
the Plunket Society, and others.

The Christchurch CWL grew rapidly. 
A junior section, known at first as The 
Grail, was established for young adults 
in 1939. It was renamed Junior CWL 
three years later. School groups also 
were active.

Very soon League member numbers 
reached 300. The rooms they rented 
in the Stewart Dawson building, at the 

corner of Cashel and High Streets, 
were inadequate. Bishop Brodie 
then offered the CWL a former girls’ 
hostel at 245 Cashel Street. The 
spacious building was renovated 
and the League moved there in 1941. 
Continuing growth in membership 
and a broadening range of activities 
necessitated extensions to the 
building in 1944.

The new home was named Maryknoll. 
It was big enough to provide space 
for other Catholic and other welfare 
groups, including Corso, Save the 
Children, the Catholic Education 
Board, and the Catholic Youth 
Movement. Two flats in the building 
were let, the rentals contributing 
to the League’s finances. An off-
street parking area allowed groups 
to hold meetings, conferences, and 
entertainment events there.

Maryknoll served the CWL well until 
1970, when the Catholic Education 
Board took over administration. 
Member numbers had been falling 
as other branches of the CWL were 
established. The Christchurch branch 
then was reduced to using the former 
parlour, a small meeting room, and 
an office. In her history of the CWL 
Montfort writes: “League feelings for 
Maryknoll were never quite the same 
after that time”.

Catholic Women’s League Diocesan Conference 1966

Building Christchurch Landmarks
naylorlove.co.nz

Spark SquareTe Raekura Redcliffs SchoolSt Bede’s College Chapel

Paragon Apartments Ballantynes Redevelopment
Christ Church Cathedral 

Reinstatement
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Unable to afford other accommodation, 
the CWL moved into the newly opened 
Cottesmore College. It rented rooms 
in this stately but short-lived Catholic 
girls’ secondary school, on Greers 
Road opposite Burnside High School.

Various activities were available to 
members of the CWL. These ranged 
from sewing and knitting circles, their 
products being sent to the needy 
at home and abroad, to music and 
drama circles that performed around 
the city. There were such groups as 
a homemakers’ circle, helping young 
mothers in their homes, a Polish 
circle to liaise with wartime refugees 
from Poland, a mission circle to assist 
Catholic missionaries overseas with 
food, clothing, and other requirements. 
The League helped the Carmelite 
Sisters and the Holy Name Seminary 
students. It prepared Mass kits for 
priests. It altered discarded wedding 
gowns to produce church vestments. 
And always the members prayed for 
God’s blessings and mixed socially.

During World War II the League 
launched a Welcome Club to cater 
for servicemen on leave. Working 
with the Red Cross it packed and 
sent parcels to servicemen overseas 
and to the needy in post-war Britain. 
It contributed to leisure facilities for 
trainee soldiers at Burnham Camp and 
served in a canteen there.

Much of the CWL’s work was 
funded from jumble sales, fairs, 
other fundraising events, donations, 

grants, and subscriptions. Many 
CWL “treasures” that were housed at 
Maryknoll had to be sold when the 
League moved out. The proceeds 
were invested in the Catholic 
Development Fund.

The Depression years, the war years, 
and the immediate post-war years 
were a major growth period for the 
Christchurch CWL. The popularity of 
the League during this time led to 
other branches in the Christchurch 
Diocese being formed. Among the 
early (pre-1950) ones were: Chatham 
Islands, Akaroa, Timaru, Ashburton, 
Hokitika, and Waimate.

To aid communication and ensure 
unity, a Diocesan Council was 
established for CWL branches in the 
Christchurch Diocese, in 1945. Just four 
years later a Dominion Conference for 
branches around New Zealand was 
held. This followed the establishment 
of the national (or “Dominion”) body, 
the Catholic Women’s League of New 
Zealand.

A set of “rules” for all League branches 
stated the aim as: “to unite Catholic 
women for the promotion of religious 
and intellectual interest and charitable 
work under the direction of the Bishop 
of the Diocese…..and to foster and 
sustain united opinion on matters of 
Catholic principle, action, and interest 
throughout New Zealand”.

The spread of CWL branches to 
parishes of all sizes and degrees of 
remoteness gathered speed from 

about 1950. This triggered a de-
centralisation of the movement. Within 
30 years of the Dominion Conference, 
new branches of the CWL had opened 
in 41 parishes of the Christchurch 
Diocese. Two-thirds of these were 
located in rural areas. The Christchurch 
Branch, by now surrounded by other 
branches in the city, was renamed 
Central Branch. (Its name changed 
briefly to Cathedral Branch but 
reverted to Central Branch.)

De-centralisation of the CWL was 
promoted by Christchurch’s Bishop Joyce 
and supported by his successor, Bishop 
Ashby. The bishops, as consecutive 
Patrons of the League, favoured granting 
recognition to all branches. The tiny 
size of some branches prompted the 
establishment of regions where small 
branches could interact.

Bishop Ashby said, de-centralisation 
would “take the League to the people”. 
Much inspired by his attendance at latter 
sessions of Vatican II, the bishop stated 
that de-centralisation would allow all 
branches to have their say. He saw the 
CWL as “a sounding board for lay opinion 
and a springboard to lay activity”.

“The lay apostolate...must have a 
source of strength so that it will be 
meaningful and well directed. The 
League, assured and strengthened by 
its meetings, has the perfect set for 
this,” Bishop Ashby said.

So, as Montfort wrote, the late 1950s 
and 1960s were “a time of great 
growth in the CWL”. However, just 
as these decades were marked by 
growth, the period since then can be 
seen as a time of change.

Great change in the CWL since the 
1970s has been sparked by social 
conditions regarding women’s rights 
and roles in the community and by 
changes in the Church resulting from 
Vatican II. How has the CWL changed? 
Perhaps when the Christchurch 
branch reaches its centenary, in 
2036, the effects of change and the 
adaptations of the League may be 
more clearly defined.

Mike Crean

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

“ann Buckley...was a woman of strength, a pioneer and leader 
of the Christchurch branch of the Catholic Women’s league”
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Kia Kaha
Christchurch diocese Catholic Women’s league
The CWLANZ theme chosen by the National board in January 2020 for the following two years was 'Kia kaha! 
Courage - take heart.' Little did we realise then just how significant this theme was to become in the ensuing 
months. At the recent CWL Christchurch diocesan conference, this theme, which accentuates our motto 'Faith 
and Service,' was very much in evidence throughout the two days.

A very special opening Mass was 
celebrated at St Teresa's church 
in Riccarton where Diocesan 
Chaplain Fr Peter Farrant was the 
Principal celebrant. He was joined by 
concelebrants Fr Michael Therése, 
Parish Priest Christchurch West; Fr 
Denis Nolan, Chaplain, Ashburton; Fr 
Brian Fennesy, Chaplain, Lincoln; Fr 
Peter Head, Parish Priest Christchurch 
South; and Fr Paul Shannahan.

Visitors from sister churches, special 
officers from CWLANZ and WUCWO, 
and special guests were welcomed 
by the Diocesan President. Councillor 
Anne Galloway welcomed attendees 
on behalf of the Mayor and the City of 
Christchurch.

Our keynote speakers, Jill Hawkey, 
Jumayah Jones, and Clare Tatterson 
all rendered presentations very 
relevant to our theme. Jill Hawkey, 
CEO of the Methodist central mission, 
told us of how the Mission responds to 
the needs of the community, providing 
support for housing for people with 
no assets - and often no hope. The 
Mission also provides some supported 
living. Jill believes that they are not 
just building houses but creating 
communities.

We were then privileged to hear from 
Jumaya from the Muslim community, 
who gave us a brief enlighting 
overview of the Islamic faith. She 
also told us a little of her experience 
on the day of the shootings at the 
mosque. Their unrelenting faith and 
their incredible ability to forgive 
is inspirational. The resolve of the 
Muslim community is: Kia Kaha! 
Courage - take heart.

Clare, from the Champion Centre, 
spoke of the developmental 
challenges faced by children with 
Down syndrome who attend the 
centre. Their aim is for every child to 
reach their individual potential. A prime 
example of 'courage - take heart' by 
parents, children, carers, and teachers.

An exciting innovation within the 

League has begun with the launch of 
a new booklet ‘Te Puawaitanga,’ (the 
blossoming) designed and introduced 
by Colleen McMurchy, to help 
members bring new life into branches. 
Workshops relating to the booklet 
were enthusiastically received.

A little light frivolity was provided from 
our work on Friday evening with fine 
food, fine company, fine music, and 
fine dancing, thoroughly enjoyed by 
all.

Triona Doocey spoke to us on the 
online exhibition she has prepared 
from the Christchurch Catholic 
Women's League archives. This is 
especially exciting for those of us in 
Christchurch who have had some 
input into the exhibition. It can be 
viewed on the diocesan website.

Matt O'Connell, who is the diocesan 
evangelisation coordinator, thanked 
members of the league for their 
witness and dedication to the church. 
The Eucharistic Adoration chapel, 
which began in 2013, has been 
supported by 339 CWL members 
during that time. Matt also showed 
us a relic of St. Peter Julian Eymard 
that has been unearthed from the 
cathedral. St Peter Eymard always 
promoted Eucharistic adoration. His 
request was: 'Be the apostle of the 
divine Eucharist like a flame which 
enlightens and warms - it is the divine 
oasis of the desert.'

A lovely liturgy was prayed in 
remembrance of our deceased 
members who have gone off to God 
over the past year. As names were 
read out, regional representatives 
each lit a candle and lay a rose on the 
specially prepared table for deceased 
members of their regions. President 
Sylvia lit a candle for our past chaplain 
Fr John Morrison, and for all deceased 
members of the Christchurch diocese. 
May they rest in the eternal peace of 
Christ.

The dedication of the new Council, 
led by Father Peter, concluded the 
conference - "We are committed to 
uniting the Catholic women of our 
diocese in Christian fellowship as part 
of the Catholic Women's League of 
Aotearoa-New Zealand. Inspired by 
our motto of faith and service and 
relying on the guidance of God's Holy 
Spirit, we will do our utmost to give 
leadership that enlivens our members."

Sylvia Mellish 
CWL Diocesan President Christchurch

The CWL Christchurch Diocesan Council: Liz Roach, Jenny Muschamp, Joan Lawn, Dorothy 
Faid, Lynn Windle, Mary Slattery (Diocesan Secretary), Sylvia Mellish (Diocesan President), 
Fr Peter Farrant (Diocesan Chaplain), Marie Kennedy, Maree O'Neill, Gloria Toplis (Diocesan 
Treasurer), Lorraine MacMillan

The West Coast girls with Fr Peter
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Easter Sunday 2021:

First 'Salubong'and Official Opening 
of 500 Years of Christianity
Easter Sunday was slightly cold at 6.30am, but for many Filipino 'angels' aged between four and 12 years, 4 April 
was memorable and a cause for excitement. More than 30 of them came early for the 7.00am event - the first 
'Salubong' in Christchurch, if not in New Zealand.

Salubong is a Filipino Easter tradition 
and translates literally to "meeting". 
This spiritual tradition re-enacts the 
meeting of the Risen Christ and His 
Sorrowing Mother. It is the culmination 
of the Easter Vigil.

In the Philippines, it is held in the early 
hours of Sunday. On that day, Filipino 
Catholic faithful packed St Anne's 
church in Woolston at 7.00am to 
attend the special tradition and to join 
in the official opening of the 500 years 
of Christianity in the Philippines.

As is the custom, men followed the 
procession of the Resurrected Christ 
from the right side in front of the 
church, while the women followed the 
procession of Mother Mary in her black 
veil. The ‘angels’ in their white dresses 
and angel wings stood in front of the 
church entrance and sang Regina 
Caeli Laetare, while one of them 
changed the veil of the Blessed Virgin 
from black to white.

The two statues were then moved 
inside and to the front of the altar, 
accompanied by the faithful. 
Philippines chaplain Fr Benito Velasco 

presided at the Easter Mass. This 

Mass officially opened the 500 years 

celebration of Christianity in the 

Philippines which has the theme 

"Gifted to give". During the Mass, 

banners bearing the words ‘faith’, 

‘hope’, ‘love’, and ‘live’ were offered and 

displayed at the front of the altar.

Debbie Gozum-Manuel, who 

organised the Easter 'angels' with 

Ariel Abalos, said that God really 

blessed their efforts. They initially had 

difficulty finding young ones to sing 

for the Easter event, even with so 

many posting on social media. But one 

volunteer trickled in and then another 

and by the time Easter arrived, more 

than 30 children offered to become 

angels. Almost everyone memorised 

Regina Caeli.

For the many Filipinos who flocked to 

the Easter Salubong and Mass, it was 

an experience of home; of faith that 

is undimmed by distance; a sense of 

beautiful familiarity in a custom that is 

treasured by Filipino Catholics all over 

the world.

Angels lining up 
the church entrance

Justin Ydulzura
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alex aitchison
Last year I moved back to Christchurch to finish my BCom at the University 
of Canterbury while being close to my whanau. Over the last six months, I 
have been volunteering at the St Vincent de Paul Society to assist the wider 
community. It is a delight to join the staff of St Vincent de Paul as a Youth 
Coordinator for our Young Vinnies. I hope to contribute to the future well-being of 
the existing relationships within our schools and community.

trish ingle
I graduated from Villa Maria College last year as the 2020 
College Service Captain. In this role I established the 
Christchurch Catholic High Schools Inter-school Alpha 
Course, which provided an opportunity for the senior 
students of Villa Maria, Marian, Catholic Cathedral College, 
St Thomas’ and St Bede’s to create and develop their 
personal relationship with God. At some point in 2021, I will 
take up a fellowship in Rome for a position at the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal office in the Vatican. Until then, I am 
looking forward to working in our Youth Team to implement 
the Vincentian values in our work with the Young Vinnies.

We are delighted to have the opportunity to continue the 
mission of Young Vinnies in Christchurch and look forward 
to meeting and working with the existing groups. We are 
also excited about the prospect of forming new groups of 
Young Vinnies in the Canterbury area.

Accessing pornography is widespread 
in our society, according to multiple 
studies. It is a problem which few of 
us want to talk about and one which 
is hard to seek help for.

Thankfully, there is good help 
available online. The John Paul II 
Centre for Life recommends proven 
resources (some free and some by 
paid subscription) to help those who 
are serious about dealing with their 
use or addiction: Strive, Reclaim, and 
Covenant Eyes. We are also offering 
scholarships to help anyone who 
might need financial assistance to 
take up the paid versions of these 
programmes.

Confidential enquiries should be 
made to: chchrecovery@outlook.co.nz.

Maria Schmetzer 
Director John Paul II Centre for Life

Phone: 03 3513 225 
www.jp2.org.nz

Finding a Way Out of 
Pornography use & Addiction

young vinnies youth team 2021
St Vincent de Paul Christchurch would like to introduce Alex Aitchison 
and Trish Ingle, the 2021 Christchurch Youth Team for Young Vinnies.

It is the world's largest grassroots 
movement to end abortion. God has 
used 40 Days for Life to establish a 
proven track record of saving lives and 
closing abortion clinics throughout 
America and in many other countries 
in the last 20 years.

The recent 40 Days campaign began 
on Ash Wednesday and ended on 
Palm Sunday. In Christchurch we 
gathered and prayed opposite the 
Christchurch Women's Hospital, where 
the majority of Canterbury abortions 
take place.

For the first time ever here in 
Christchurch, our prayer vigil 
received a concerted pushback 
from a large number of protesters. 
Daily for nearly three weeks, our 
people were subjected to some 
extreme harassment and intimidation. 
Interestingly, this did have the effect 

of bringing more pro-life people out 
to come and join us. Despite the 
harassment, we were still able to 
complete a very successful campaign.

Tony Jenkinson

A Lenten Vigil
40 Days for Life is an international Christian not-for-profit organisation 
which is an umbrella for peaceful prayer campaigns against abortion in 
more than 60 countries. 
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a beautiful and  unique reality for the Church
The Beatitudes  Community profess Public Vows as an Ecclesial Family of Consecrated Life

There were tears of joy as the consecrated     members of the Beatitudes professed public vows in their Chapel at the Sanctuary of Fourvière in Leithfield. 
This came as part of a fresh chapter in the  life of the Beatitudes Community which has recently been recognised by the Holy See as the first ever 
“Ecclesial Family of Consecrated Life”.

During the midday Mass on April 

7th, Sr Thérèse and Fr Gregoire 

pronounced their perpetual public 

vows into the hands of Archbishop 

Paul, representing the general 

superiors of the sisters’ and 

brothers’ branches of the Beatitudes 

Community who could not travel 

to New Zealand because of COVID 

restrictions. Sr Clare, Sr Marie-Jeanne, 

and Sr Monica then pronounced their 

public vows to Sr Thérèse. Emotions 

flowed as each member vowed 

afresh to follow Jesus and renew their 

commitments to Poverty, Chastity, and 

Obedience.

Under the new canonical structure, 

vows taken by the consecrated 

members, which until now have been 

private, become public vows, with 

the specific charism and mission 

entrusted to the Community by the 

Church. 

“What is beautiful about this next step 

is that the Church, in her wisdom, 

has recognised the unique gifts of 

the Beatitudes, and we have been 

commissioned to share these gifts for 

the good of the whole Church.” said Sr Clare pronounced her public vows to Sr Thérèse

Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.hannbuilt.co.nz - 03 344 5951
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a beautiful and  unique reality for the Church
The Beatitudes  Community profess Public Vows as an Ecclesial Family of Consecrated Life

There were tears of joy as the consecrated     members of the Beatitudes professed public vows in their Chapel at the Sanctuary of Fourvière in Leithfield. 
This came as part of a fresh chapter in the  life of the Beatitudes Community which has recently been recognised by the Holy See as the first ever 
“Ecclesial Family of Consecrated Life”.

Sr Thérèse, the Co-ordinator of the 

Community in New Zealand.

In his homily, Archbishop Paul noted, 

“I am sure that when the history 

is written of here, all the people 

involved, all the events, with their 

graced moments and challenging 

moments, it will show God’s hand at 

work in it all. And today we see this 

enfleshed by the vows these faithful 

followers of Christ take”.

Although the Community has been 

around since 1973 and has for 

several decades been recognised 

and blessed by the Church in many 

ways, the journey to define their 

unique identity has been one of 

much discernment, prayer, and at 

times, plenty of ‘hard slog’. Today, the 

Beatitudes is a Catholic community 

with more than 800 members around 

the world and is present in twenty 

countries, including New Zealand. It 

brings together into the same family 

consecrated sisters, brothers, priests, 

and lay members, sharing a fraternal 

life, prayer life, and mission.

During the ceremony, Archbishop Paul 

noted the ‘happy coincidence’ that 

the reading of the first Wednesday 

of Easter was the one where Peter 

and John go to the temple to cure 

the man who could not walk and 

the man, having been cured, starts 

to dance around everywhere in a 

scene reminiscent of one from Monty 

Python. “One of the things I have 

noticed about the Beatitudes” said the 

bishop, “is a joy that is expressed by its 

members. It is interesting too that you 

[the Community] are known for your 

use of dancing as a way to praise God. 

To understand the power of what you 

have received and experienced in faith 

… is a wonderful gift”.

A communique from the Beatitudes 

general house in France noted: “This 

important recognition is the fruit of 

a long road that the Community has 

travelled through many joys and 

sorrows towards a greater ecclesial 

maturity...Today, she gives thanks 

for the Love and faithfulness of God. 

More than ever, the Community of 

the Beatitudes wishes to continue 

to participate in the mission of the 

Church and in the New Evangelization”. 

In New Zealand, the Community’s 

apostolic arm is the Sanctuary of 

Fourvière, a Marian shrine at Leithfield 

where people of all backgrounds 

are welcomed for prayer, retreat, 

pilgrimage, and rest.

Sr Thérèse pronounced her perpetual public 
vows into the hands of Archbishop Paul, 
representing the general superior of the 
sisters’ branch of the Beatitudes Community 
who could not travel to New Zealand 
because of COVID restrictions
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Two years ago, I participated in a seven-day walking retreat in the Grampians/Gariwerd, Victoria, Australia. 
This is a landscape formed some 500 million years ago when two tectonic plates collided.

The retreat was organised in response to Pope Francis' 
Laudato Si': an Encyclical Letter on Ecology and Climate (LS), 
in which he calls for a spiritual and ecological conversion: 
"The life of the Spirit is not dissociated from the body or 
from nature or from worldly realities, but lived in and with 
them, in communion with all that surrounds us." (LS 216)

We were welcomed to Gariwerd by Paul, an Aboriginal 
elder, who shared his people's story of connections with the 
land and wildlife. "All were kin", he said, and each had their 
own intrinsic value to his people's hearts.

Paul's final words to our retreat group stirred within me a new 
perception when I encounter nature: "The people of the Land, 
the rocks and landscape, thank you for your respectfulness 
and openness as you come to this sacred place."

Paul was expressing a deep personal connection with the 
natural environment. He had a knowledge about what the 
rocks, landscape, and wildlife felt. He spoke with gratitude 
on their behalf. I was hearing from Paul that the landscape 
was grateful. The landscape, in a sense, was thanking us.

This awakened within me the fact that as I come to 
Gariwerd or any natural environment, I am not just an 
observer of nature or someone who has come to be 
inspired by what God created. I am invited to go beyond 
objectifying nature as an "it" and to include nature as a 
mysterious other to which I, as a human, can relate.

Laudato Si' encouraged me to explore this relationship where, 
"all of us are linked by unseen bonds and together form a kind 
of universal family, a sublimed communion which fills us with a 

sacred, affectionate and humble respect." (LS 89)

As our retreat unfolded with walks in solitude and silence 
through the bush, gorges, and rocky outcrops of Gariwerd, 
I began to put aside my objectifying mind and camera, 
so that I could become aware of this more than human 
community. Pope Francis was inviting me to be attentive to 
the fact that: "The Spirit of God has filled the universe with 
possibilities and therefore, from the very heart of things, 
something new can always emerge." (LS 80)

I thought I'd take my lead from Paul and approach the 
landscape and wildlife as kin. I was meeting new non-
human kin. So, as with any human encounter, I need to pay 
attention to what I am seeing, what I am hearing, feeling, 
and imagining, then go ahead and converse with nature.

I was drawn to a huge eucalyptus tree. I stood gazing and 
then from somewhere, I sensed that the tree noticed me. 
I acknowledged the tree's grandness and the mana it 
must hold. As I did, a cascade of experiences, knowledge, 
memories, and feelings associated with all trees came 
upon me. I felt an indwelling presence flowing from the 
eucalyptus, inviting me to consider the unique niche of all 
trees in their environment.

Climbing a steep incline, I stepped on a tree root for 
a foothold. I paused and wondered at the enormous 
responsibilities that root is undertaking. While resting up 
against a huge sandstone boulder, a feeling came over me 
that this ancient entity of past knowledge and wisdom has 
long waited for human connection. As I gaze at the waterfall 
at the top of the gorge, I am curious to ask what life this 

encountering the Presence that is God  in Nature

 “the people of the land, the rocks and landscape,
thank you for your respectfulness and  openness

as you come  to this sacred place.”
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Book launch
Sr Kathleen’s book, “The Cry of the Earth and the 
Cry of the Poor: Hearing Justice in John’s Gospel” 
was launched on Tuesday 23 March by Archbishop 
Paul who was joined by Bishop Peter Carrell of the 
Anglican Diocese of Christchurch. 

This book focuses on Sunday readings from John's 
Gospel proclaimed in the three year cycle of the 
Catholic and Revised Common Anglican and 
Protestant Lectionaries, structured around the five 
stages of Lectio Divina. We are grateful to Kathleen 
for recognising the need to provide a challenging, 
stimulating, and reflective resource guided by 21st 
century understandings of cosmology, evolutionary 
science, ecological, and social justice.

The launch took place in St Matthew's Hall, Bryndwr, 
within the Christchurch North Parish. This place has 
a special Atawhai Mercy connection, as St Patrick's 
School, Bryndwr was staffed by Sisters of Mercy for 
its first ten years. Around 100 people were present 
at the launch. Representing the Leadership Team, Sr 
Mary Wood said that "it was a fabulous evening and a 
special gathering. It was well supported by people of 
the diocese and members of other faith communities. 
Congratulations, Kathleen, on a wonderful launch and 
celebration."

People are encouraged to purchase this book, which 
gives clear references that draw the reader into a 
deeper understanding of John's gospel, especially 
passages that are included in our Sunday readings.

Mary Catherwood RSM

Congratulations to 
Sr Kathleen Rushton RSM
Pictured with Archbishop Paul Martin and 
Bishop Peter Carrell of the Anglican Diocese of Christchurch

clean water is sustaining on our planet. After a tired and hot 
day, I kicked off my boots and with my feet down in the soil, 
I imagine listening to a teeming life of micro and macro-
organisms that I know very little about. Lying on the ground, 
I watch the birds in flight catching invisible air currents...so 
tuned to the movement of air, something which I take for 
granted.

Each significant encounter began to feel like a gift of the 
Spirit breathing through nature "inspiring and bringing 
new pathways" (LS 238) to an intimate connection with the 
natural world.

I came away from my Gariwerd retreat with a sharper 
realisation that my "difference" in being a human in the 
world only makes sense if I am personally connecting, 
respecting, and loving all entities in God's creation.

Pope Francis reminds us that "Nature as a whole not only 
manifests God but is also a locus of God's presence. The 
Spirit of life dwells in every living creature and calls us to 
enter into relationship with him." (LS 88)

Pope Francis has invited us to celebrate the fifth anniversary 
of Laudato Si' from 24 May, 2020 to 24 May, 2021, so if 
inspired by LS and interested in participating in silent walks 
in nature, please get in touch with kiwibede@gmail.com.

Bede Haughey, on behalf of the 
Christchurch Diocese Spiritual Directors Group 
Whakakoingo o te Ngakau: The Yearning Heart

(For more, visit the Christchurch Diocesan Website)

encountering the Presence that is God  in Nature

 “the people of the land, the rocks and landscape,
thank you for your respectfulness and  openness

as you come  to this sacred place.”
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Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come holy spirit, 

fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

v. send forth your spirit 
and they shall be created.

R. and you shall renew the face of the earth. 

o, god, who by the light of the holy spirit, 
did instruct the hearts of the faithful, 

grant that by the same holy spirit 
we may be truly wise and ever enjoy 

his consolations, 

through Christ our lord,

amen.


