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From Our Archbishop
Greetings to you as we enter this Holy Week.
Our time of Lenten preparation is coming to a conclusion and we are about to celebrate the
death and resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. I do hope that this Lenten time has given you
the opportunity to prepare your hearts and minds well for this most central of celebrations for us
as Christian people. For when we truly create the time and space to reflect and pray the Holy Spirit and
the grace of God can work most powerfully in us.

Trusting in God
2020 was a challenging year for
so many of us. We went through
the Covid-19 lockdown with all
its ramifications. Many people’s
routines and lives were upturned
by the limitations imposed upon
us, the effects on the economy,
and other aspects of our lives. Yet
we also experienced some of the
joys of life being less complicated
and rushed. As a diocese we went
through a significant change with the
establishment of new parishes and the
grief of saying goodbye to what was

familiar to us in our existing parishes.
This was both a time of sadness and
also hope for the future. We have
watched the Cathedral of the Blessed
Sacrament being deconstructed
over this last year. We are sad to
see it taken down and grateful for
all it meant to so many of us as the
mother church of our diocese. We
also have the hope of a new site and
a new cathedral and precinct in the
heart of Christchurch city. So much in
our lives is a mixture of suffering and
blessing and that is the dynamic of the
Christian life.

Yet amid all of this change, we have
faith and trust that God is at work.
We try to be attuned to what God is
asking of us, try to read the signs of
the time, try to see what is of God and
what is not. We hold onto our belief
and trust that the Holy Spirit is with
the Church and its members, guiding
us and helping us to remain open to
possibilities while remaining faithful to
what we are called to by Scripture and
the Tradition of the Church. We also
work to remain open to one another,
forgiving one another when we are
hurt, being charitable to one another

“I want you to know that I said yes to this request in faith,
but with a heart that was somewhat torn. I have spent the
last three years growing to love this diocese and its people.”
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Archbishop Paul Martin with Cardinal John Dew, Jan 2021
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“If we are going to grow in holiness
then we have to look at our lives
and see what we are doing in order to
allow these things to happen.”

and in the way we deal with each
other. This Christian life is what we
hope to model to our world.
I hold onto this trust that God is at
work in my own life and calling. It
was a real surprise to me when the
Nuncio rang on the fourth Sunday of
Advent to say that the Holy Father was
appointing me Coadjutor Archbishop
of Wellington. I had just finished
celebrating Mass at the Pro-Cathedral
and given a homily about Mary being
open to the call of the angel Gabriel
to be the Mother of God. She did not
know what saying “yes” would mean
but she trusted in the Lord. Then here
was I, one hour later, being asked to do
something that I was not expecting either.
I want you to know that I said yes to this
request in faith, but with a heart that
was somewhat torn. I have spent the
last three years growing to love this
diocese and its people. I have had to
make a number of difficult decisions
regarding our diocese and have
worked with you to put in place a vision
for the future for us. I was very much
looking forward to journeying with you
to see this come to fruition. But that is
not to be my calling now and I move to
Wellington leaving part of myself in this
diocese with a deep sense of gratitude
to God and to you for this experience
of being the Bishop here, even though
it has turned out to be a shorter time
than any of us imagined.
I will be moving to Wellington after
Easter to set up an office there and
also to live with Cardinal John Dew in
Viard house, which is just opposite the
parliament buildings in Hill Street. I will
continue to Administer the Diocese
of Christchurch until a new bishop
is appointed, and I will be dividing
my time between the two dioceses

according to the various needs of
both. So I will still be present but not
in quite the way I was before. I do ask
for your understanding and patience
in this transition but know that we will
continue on the path that we have
begun in Our Faith, Our Future and the
plans around it. This is our diocesan
vision for the Church here and we will
work hard to see that it is begun well.

Easter Liturgies

own faith journey and the gratitude we
have for knowing Christ and belonging
to his Church.

Diocesan Focus
I have previously mentioned the focus
for our diocese for the future in terms
of three aspects:

 Growing in holiness
 Strengthening our faith
communities

You will remember that last year we
were not able to celebrate the Easter
liturgies together because of the
Lockdown. It was indeed a strange
time for us. I do encourage you to take
part in the Easter liturgies, especially
the Holy Thursday Mass of the Last
Supper and the Easter Vigil, which are
often not as well attended as Good
Friday. These are beautiful liturgies of
the Church which are worth making
the extra effort to attend. The Easter
Vigil is a particularly powerful time of
prayer especially if the Elect are being
baptised or welcomed into the Church.
It is a wonderful reminder to us of our

 Proclaiming the Good News
to others

These are to be the framework for
our parish life, in our schools and
other Church organisations. If we have
not fallen in love with Christ, desire
to be more like him, and want to
come closer to God, then we will not
have the energy or interest to work
in building our faith communities or
proclaiming the Good News to others.
The question for each of us is what
do I need to do in order to grow more
holy? The temptation for us is to see
this as being very pious, and that
being holy is something for others, not

For a complete listing of

Holy Week Liturgies
& Easter Mass Times

including the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
in all parishes throughout the
Diocese of Christchurch (Canterbury/West Coast)

visit: www.chchcatholic.nz
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“He is a great saint for those who are in need financially,
to those who care for others, for families,
and for those preparing for a happy death”
(Year of St Joseph)
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Nga mihi nui

from the editorial desk

Welcome to Inform Issue 126, our
Lenten edition.
Much has happened in the diocese
since our Advent Issue. Our articles
cover the period from late November
through to the end of February.
We celebrate our newly emerging
parishes with features on several
of them. Our Lenten edition always
focuses on the newly appointed
head students of a number of
our Catholic colleges. A special
feature is our recollection of the
Canterbury earthquakes ten years
ago as covered by then Editor Gerard
Duignan. We join the Beatitudes
Community as they honour Our Lady
at the Fourvière Shrine with Mary,
Mother of the Light.
Inform is a great way we can
inspire and encourage each other
in our faith. May I again use the
encouraging words of Gerard
Duignan who often ended his
editorials with the comment:
“Thanks to all contributors to
Inform and to you for reading it!
Please pass it on.”
In Christ,
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Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

for me. But a holy person is someone
who communicates with God through
prayer, who knows their need of God
and his love and mercy, especially
through celebration of the Sacrament
of Reconciliation and the Eucharist,
and who has a desire to care for those
in need and is working to bring this
Good News to others.
If we are going to grow in holiness
then we have to look at our lives
and see what we are doing in order
to allow these things to happen.
How much time do I give to praying
in my life? How often do I read the
scriptures? How often do I receive the
Eucharist beyond Sunday? How often
do I go to Confession? Do I examine
my conscience each day? What other
faith practices would help me come
closer to God? These are the things
that we are called to consider and
do in order to grow in God’s grace
and to allow the Holy Spirit to work
more powerfully in us. My hope is
that as parishes and as a diocese,
we will provide more opportunities
to help people discover these rich
opportunities to grow in faith. If there
are things that you want help with in
these areas, then talk with your parish
team about it.

New Marian College
It was very pleasing to be present for
the unveiling of the plans for the new
Marian College project on 18 March.
This is an exciting opportunity for us to
build a Catholic hub in the North with
two secondary Colleges, a primary
school, and the North parish all in
close proximity. It is a reminder too
that while buildings are very helpful
in achieving these goals, it is the
people and the work going on in them
which really make the difference. I
commend Marian College for the way
it has continued to provide Catholic
education and a positive experience
for the girls in the last ten years in
such a limited physical environment,
and I know that it will make the most
of the new facilities when they are
finished.

Royal Commission
There is information in this issue
about the Royal Commission into
Abuse of those in State and Faith
based institutions. We must face up
to this very painful reality. We must
acknowledge the mistakes made and
the harm done to those who should
have been able to rely on good care
from our Catholic institutions. We
cannot change what happened in the
past but we can work to ensure that
all people are safe in our institutions
and groups and that there are good
processes to ensure this happens.
Please continue to pray for those
who have been hurt by the wrongs
of those who worked for the Church,
and be assured that we are working to
cooperate with the Royal Commission
and to put safe practices in place now
and in future.

Year of St Joseph
The Holy Father has named this a
year to be dedicated to St Joseph.
Catholics have traditionally had a
strong devotion to St Joseph and
called upon his intercession for a
variety of reasons. If you are not very
familiar with St Joseph, I encourage
you to learn more about him and his
place in Catholic prayer and life. He
is a great saint for those who are in
need financially, to those who care
for others, for families, and for those
preparing for a happy death.
May God bless you all this Easter
season. May we continue to grow
deeper in love of God, who sent
His Only Son into the world for the
forgiveness of our sins, who desires
that we share eternal life with Him, and
who gives us the Holy Spirit whose
gifts grace us and strengthen us to live
a fully human life.
Yours in Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM
Apostolic Administrator
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch

- Andy Doherty

The news of Archbishop Paul’s appointment as coadjutor Archbishop of Wellington has dominated the
beginning of 2021. It would have been great to have him in the Christchurch Diocese for longer but his call to the
Archdiocese of Wellington is a critical one for the Church in New Zealand.
For around the first two years of my role here I worked
with Fr Rick Loughnan, so I am used to working in an
Administration phase. However, in our current state, we
still have Archbishop Paul as our Apostolic Administrator.
Because many decisions have already been made or are in
play, Archbishop Paul can seamlessly carry these out and
there is much we can still progress.
In January, I had some time to reflect on where we are at.
What struck me was how well we all did in establishing
the six new parishes during 2020, the way in which the
new vision was adopted and the foundation work for new
structures to underpin its success.
We are now in a new phase and our diocesan team has
to adapt and learn to assist the parishes even more than
before. This is critical if we are to be of real value to you in
the parishes.

There is a lot of positivity in our diocese.
Our fundraising continues to take
shape with Opihi now successful
in completing its target - what a
fantastic result. The Marian College
design is simply outstanding and will
be released shortly. This is a major
project for all of us and I am confident
that further momentum will gather
from seeing the proposed new design.
It is exciting.
2021 will be a major year for our
new cathedral. I look forward to
seeing the new parishes and
cathedral take shape in 2021
as new ideas and designs are
developed.

Royal Commission
into Abuse in Care continues
The Royal Commission into Abuse in Care is looking into what happened
to children, young people, and vulnerable adults in State and faith-based
care in Aotearoa New Zealand.
It is doing so between the years 19501999. It may also listen to survivor
experiences before and after these
dates. At the outset the Catholic
bishops and congregational leaders
asked to be included in the Royal
Commission.
The phase one hearing took place
in November 2020 with evidence
from survivors. It focused on the
redress processes of the Catholic and
Anglican churches and the Salvation
Army. Catholic Church leaders will
study the Royal Commission reports
to learn lessons to help the Church
continue to better address the way it
deals with complaints and to prevent
abuse.
Very personal stories of abuse
survivors have been shared as part of
the Royal Commission hearings. The
interim report describes key themes
from the experiences shared.

By the time you read this article, phase
two of the Royal Commission will
have just occurred with the Catholic
Church representatives providing
their perspective, experience, and
information about Church structures
and redress processes. These
representatives will include Cardinal
John Dew, Virginia Noonan (Director
of the National Office for Professional
Standards), Fr Tim Duckworth SM
(Provincial of the Society of Mary), and
Br Peter Horide (head of the Marist
Brothers).
This is a challenging time for all
involved and we recognise it as a
necessary and important process for
the Church to learn from the past,
seek forgiveness, and work to ensure
it is a safe place for all people.
Mike Stopforth
Director - Bishop’s Pastoral Office
Tel: 64 3 378 3645

Archbishop’s Office

From our Diocesan General Manager

Information about the Royal
Commission and the interim
report can be found at:
www.abuseincare.org.nz
For information on safeguarding
in the Diocese visit:
www.chchcatholic.nz/
pastoral/safeguarding

National Office for
Professional Standards
The Catholic Church in Aotearoa New Zealand

National Office for
Professional Standards
The Catholic Church in Aotearoa New Zealand

If you have a concern or
complaint of harm involving
someone within the Church,
you can call the National Office
of Professional Standards on
0800 114 622 or email
prof.standards@nzcbc.org.nz
Complaints can also be
reported directly to the
New Zealand Police or
Oranga Tamariki.
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The Teachers’ Commissioning Mass is an important event in the life of the diocese. The final of three Masses took
place in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral on a very hot day in late February.

“After completing six
years of successful study,
Archbishop Paul awarded
29 teachers the Diocesan
Certificate of Attainment
in Religious Studies”

A Mass and award ceremony took
place with the liturgy featuring music
and prayer in Maori, Latin, and English,
with a Teachers Schola - a choir
formed of teachers directed by Sacred
Music Advisor, Ken Joblin. Archbishop
Paul's homily and the details of the
qualifications in religious education
received are found here.

Diocesan Certificate of Attainment
in Religious Studies
After completing six years of
successful study, Archbishop
Paul awarded 29 teachers the
Diocesan Certificate of Attainment
in Religious Studies at the Teachers’
Commissioning Mass in Christchurch
on 24th February 2021.

The Diocesan Certificate of Attainment
in Religious Studies is awarded
to teachers in recognition of their
completion of six academic papers,
from Te Kupenga Catholic Theological
College, in the fields of Religious
Education, Scripture and Theology:

 Religious Education Today &
Spirituality for Teachers

 Understanding the Old Testament &
Interpreting the New Testament

 What Catholics Believe & Catholic

Social Teaching or What is Theology

In addition, Rachel Cook (St Joseph’s
School, Papanui) completed a seventh
paper (Teaching in a Catholic School)
and was awarded the New Zealand
Certificate in Christian Studies Religious Education.

Shaping a better tomorrow
We are proud to have provided strategic land and
site development consultancy services to the
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch since 1999.
Surveying | Engineering | Planning
Landscape architecture | Urban design | GIS
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“We are called to grow and develop
the talents that God has given us”
An excerpt from the homily given by Archbishop Paul at the Teachers’ Commissioning Mass
Christchurch, Wednesday 24 February 2021
What is so wonderful about our Catholic schools in their purest and most authentic form is, that is what they are
called to do and be in microcosm, and you have a pivotal role in all of this. Your school should be a place where
Christ comes first. Where all that is done is around what helps the children to come to know and love God more
deeply, to experience his love for them, to help them in their formation as people of faith.
The way that you pray, what you teach
in the curriculum, beginning with
Religious Education and flowing into
all the subjects, shows how God is at
work in the world. Whether it be the
marvel of his creation in the sciences
and geography, the wonder of
Mathematics, the expression of ideas
and emotions in English, the revelation
of God’s plan in history, the marvels
of human creativity in art, technology
and the joy of our bodies in physical
education. Whatever you are teaching
you are cooperating in God’s plan for
these young people, and hopefully
you are being changed yourself by
what you teach and how you teach.

a bit sobering because at times we are
acutely aware of our own struggles,
limitations and weaknesses and we are
worried that we are being hypocrites,
saying one thing and doing another.
And that will be true of us all. The work
of the Christian life is to more perfectly
align our lives with the call of Jesus
Christ, to work on our weaknesses, so
that they may be overcome, to seek
help when we are in need, to be a
support to one another in faith and in
the needs of daily life. This is what the
children will see and remember and
want to imitate - because you will be
intrinsically attractive as a person if you
are doing this.

Because as we heard in the gospel we
are called to grow and develop the
talents that God has given us and also
to help our pupils and the children at
the school to do the same. That can be

When you think back to your own
time in school, the teachers who really
impacted on you, the things about
school you really remember, it will be
the relationships and care that people

showed that you cherish, the way you
were taught, the kindness you were
shown. The children will learn most
from you by the way you are. And the
best version of yourself will be when
you are in harmony with God and
allowing his grace and strength to
work in you.
So today as we gather here for Mass
- place this year in God’s hands.
Commit yourselves to pray regularly
and well, to learn what you need to
learn so as to be able to pass on to the
children the message of the Gospel
in whatever subject it is you teach,
and give thanks to God that this life
is a journey of discovery with all its
elements - enjoyable and challenging.
For this is holy work that we are
engaged in and by this same work
you have the opportunity to grow in
holiness too.
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“Seek God’s grace and forgiveness.
This is a time of challenge
but also a time of real blessing”
Homily of Archbishop Paul given at the Anglican Transitional Cathedral
as the two Cathedral communities met to begin Lent together in the Ecumenical Service for Ash Wednesday
Last year was probably the strangest year that I have lived. All that I thought was normal and usual was
thrown up in the air by the arrival of the Covid-19 virus. Sure there had been other virus' in the past, but they had
happened in places far away and hadn't really impacted on my life.

“This day, with the
restrictions that are upon
us, marks a beginning of a
time of suffering for us, a
time when we have to give
up what we usually do”

But suddenly we were affected by this
virus, and our normal way of operating
as a society was brought to an abrupt
halt. We were in lockdown for those
weeks over Lent and then Easter. We
then had a time when we were limited
in what we could do, where we could
go, who we could mix with.
Then that gradually phased away
and life seemed to return to what it
was before. We felt a little privileged
because so many other parts of the
world didn't have the freedoms we
had. We felt special and a bit blessed.
Yet here we are today, on this Ash
Wednesday, unable to be together to
celebrate this beginning of Lent. This
day, marking the beginning of our 40
days of preparation to celebrate the
death and resurrection of the Lord,
is a day when we usually wear the
ashes on our forehead as a sign of
commitment to our faith and to what

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005
Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz
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0800 555 553

lies ahead over the 40 days. It is a
sign of the beginning of our time of
penance, prayer and almsgiving. It is
also a day when we are able to join
with other Christian people in marking
this beginning in our ecumenical
gatherings, like this one tonight, it is
a point of unity for us where there is
division in other parts of our Christian
lives.
This day, with the restrictions that
are upon us, marks a beginning of a
time of suffering for us, a time when
we have to give up what we usually
do, when we are not able to worship
in the way we normally do. But we
would be remiss and wrong to be so
hung up on not being able to gather
together to lose sight of all that we
can do this day, and each day of Lent
so that we are better able to grasp
the true meaning of Easter. For these
40 days of Lent are a time of personal
conversion, of abstaining from certain
things, of prayer, both personal and
communal, for the sake of being more
open to the power of the Holy Spirit
working in us.
It is a time when we take stock of our
lives, where we are going, what our
motivations are, what sort of lives
we are living. It is a time when we fall
back again on the mercy and love of
God for us, when we get back into
the training of the spiritual life if we
have grown slack or are still in some
holiday mode. We need these 40 days
to remind us of the suffering that Jesus
went through for us so that we might
share God's life and have eternal life.
These are important days for us, and

ArchBishop’s Office
we begin them with the context of
Covid and the restrictions it places on
us, but knowing that doesn't stop us
praying, making resolutions for how
we will live during this Lent, looking
at what we will deny ourselves for the
sake of being more open to hearing
God's word, hearing what God is
saying through those we interact with,
growing in holiness.
And Lent is a wonderful time of
penitence for our sins. When we
are truly honest we know that we
are not fully the people we were
created to be. There are parts of us
that are unredeemed, where we let
things slide, or where we indulge in
actions or attitudes that are not of
God, which can in fact take us away
from the things of God. Lent is our
time to address these again, to strive
to work on them, seek help from
others if we need it, to seek God's
grace and forgiveness. This is a time
of challenge but also a time of real
blessing.
Because last year, despite all its
strangeness, gave us an opportunity to
stop for a while, to be freed from many
of the activities that clog our lives, to
spend time with family, be at home.
It was tough but it also had moments
of blessing. I wonder how much of
what we learnt and enjoyed about
last year's experiences we have taken
into our lives on a daily basis, or have
we slipped back into our old habits
and lifestyle choices. It is the same in
our faith lives and why we need this
time of Lent each year to re-orientate
ourselves, and our lives, so as to focus

again on God and his great love and
mercy towards us.
So like those who Jesus talked about
in the Gospel today let us go about our
Lenten life with joy. Let us not trumpet
what we are doing but do so in a way
that God knows and sees, and which
will hopefully help us to be more
fully the holy men and women we are
created to be.
This is our time. We have this every
year, and in 2021 we are going into
Lent with the spectre of Covid-19
upon us. This is the context in which
we are living in this world, we take it
for what it is, we throw ourselves upon
the mercy of God and confident of his
grace and healing we embrace these
40 days, hoping that at the end of it we
will have grown in our faith and love of
God and be ready to celebrate more
fully the mystery of Christ's death and
resurrection.

“Lent is a wonderful time
of penitence for our sins.
When we are truly honest
we know that we are not
fully the people we were
created to be”
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Around the Parishes

St Peter Chanel Parish

C at h o l i c Pa r i s h o f Wa i m a k a r i r i
Ablaze with faith, hope and love

We have a dream
The year is 2031 and since the launch of the new parish vision and
mission ten years earlier, St Peter Chanel parish has become a
powerhouse of faith, hope, and love.
Parishioners are known all over
the Waimakariri for their vibrant
faith in Jesus and their welcoming
Catholic community. Evangelisation
and discipleship are no longer just
buzzwords for the parish, they have

become our primary focus. It seems
like every few months there is a new
evangelistic outreach initiative either
already happening or being proposed
by parishioners.
There is standing room only at our

Sunday Masses and plans are under
way to add more Masses to solve this
problem. The queues on Saturday
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
are becoming longer and longer
each month and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament takes place daily
in the parish church. There is a strong
connection with our parish schools
and every Easter, we are baptising
and joyfully welcoming many new
converts.

“We don’t want this to only be a dream.
We want this and even more;
we want it to be the
actual future awaiting our parish.”

Seeing God's Hand,
Knowing God's Grace
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 4:6-7
This scripture is important to me. It
has been a verse I have held onto
throughout some of the more difficult
periods of my life.
I was born with a medical condition
called Cystic Fibrosis. It is an incurable
progressive disease and over time
causes severe damage to the lungs,
digestive tract, pancreas, liver, kidneys,
sinuses, and heart. In 2014, I was
advised that I would not survive the
year without a double lung transplant
due to my lungs becoming so badly
damaged that I was operating on less
than 20% lung function.
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In my experience, doctors do not sugar

coat the risks of such a decision. Being
of a strong Christian faith and seeing
God's hand in many of the difficulties I
have had up until that point, I was filled
with peace that this was the right path
for me. So I underwent the extensive
testing and preparations for the day
in which I might receive `the call' that
would change my life. My husband
(Tony), two daughters (Analise and
Liana), and many friends and family
prayed unceasingly through that time.
On June 27th, the call came, along
with a sense of urgency as there is
only a small window of opportunity in
order for the surgery to be successful.
Lung transplants are only performed in

Auckland in New Zealand. I needed to
be on the next flight heading up.
The years leading up to that point
had also been in turmoil with the
Christchurch 2011 earthquakes, which
damaged our house, destroyed my
daughters school and local church,
and took out the electricity, sewer,
and water mains to our area. In the
following years we merged parishes,
the girls attended 3 different school
sites, we shifted three times to allow for
repairs on our property, and on the very
night I was called to head to Auckland,
we had just begun the shift back into
our actual house. I made the call to
the parish, and then began a stream

Most people in our parish say they
have experienced a profound and life
changing growth in their relationship
with Jesus. They say that their
personal prayer life has become
deep and life-giving and, thanks to
regular formation opportunities, their
knowledge and love of their Catholic
faith has grown dramatically. Several
members of the parish are now at
the seminary and training to become
priests. Several others are pursuing
vocations to religious life.
When parishioners tell people about
our parish, they say things like ‘family’,
‘home’ and ‘brothers and sisters in
Christ’ to describe their experiences of
St Peter Chanel Parish.
We don’t want this to only be a dream.
We want this and even more; we want

it to be the actual future
awaiting our parish.

Formation of a Senior
Leadership Team - August
2020
So, encouraged by the
vision of Archbishop
Paul for our diocese, we
established a brand new
Senior Leadership Team
(SLT). The SLT meets
weekly for two hours and began by
spending many months discerning
and formalising a new parish vision
and mission to bring this dream to
fruition.
Maintaining the status quo will not
get us there, so we have invited all to
join us on this exciting new chapter
in the life of our parish. With prayer,
commitment, and a new openness
to the Holy Spirit, we will make this
dream a reality!

SLT, vision, mission, and goals were
introduced to the parish in Advent 2020
At the beginning of Advent, the SLT
was introduced at every weekend
Mass. Our new Vision, Mission, and
Goals were also outlined.
of events and other phone calls to
everyone else to pray and help shift
our things into our house.
In the early hours of June 28th 2014,
I underwent the lengthy 10 hour
surgery. Throughout the whole
process I knew of God's grace and
presence and even as I was wheeled
into the operating table, I experienced
a calming peace that surpassed all
the stress and uncertainty and I know
that being here today is evidence of
God's generous provisions for me.
Lisa Borkus
St Mary's Pro-Cathedral

The Vision is a picture of what we
believe God wants our parish to
become. The Mission expresses what
each of us is called to do so that the
Vision can be achieved. The four Goals
are the priorities we will concentrate
on as the means to achieve the Vision.
We will regularly measure how we
are going with these goals, so we are
clear that the Vision is being achieved.

Parish Leaders’ Gathering
- 11 February 2021
On Thursday 11 February the SLT met
with over 60 parish leaders to start the
collaborative work of discovering what

Senior Leadership Team:
Back Row - Kyran Newell, Jeanette Dobbs,
Brendan Malone, Carly Mulqueen, Fr John Adams,
Front Row - Maureen Thow, Jacinta Nicholls.
Absent - Fr Tien Cao

we will all do to achieve our parish
Goals. It was an amazing gathering of
faith and faithfulness! We experienced
a taste of what is possible in our parish.
We introduced a ‘Six Building Blocks’
model for change which uses the
analogy of a building; “Leadership” is
the foundation; everything else rests on
how leadership plays out at all levels
in the parish. The four walls are “Vision”,
“Mission”, “Strategy” and “Structure”.
Finally, the roof is the “Measurement” of
progress and success.

Vision Sunday - 14 February 2021
On Sunday 14 February Archbishop
Paul joined us in a full parish “Vision
Sunday” Mass at St Patrick’s, Kaiapoi,
where he commissioned the SLT.
As an SLT we are excited by the
opportunity that lies before our parish.
God has brought us together at this
time for a reason. We have incredible
potential to spread the Good News in
our wider community!
Senior Leadership Team
St Peter Chanel
Catholic Parish of Waimakariri
www.waimakariricatholic.org.nz
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Parish Alive was about bringing the new Cathedral parish
together. This parish is formed from the communities
formerly served by St Francis of Assisi, Mairehau and
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral in the central city.
2020 was a strange year and people were looking for ways
to connect and to feel part of their new parish. We wanted
to look at how we could put Bishop Paul’s plan into action.
The conference was attended by 200 people - adults,
youth, and children. We began the day with Archbishop Paul
at Mass in the Pro-Cathedral. Participants then attended
a selection of twelve workshops. We gathered together
at meal breaks, prayer, and a final dinner and dance. We
looked at growing our personal faith, strengthening our
parish, and how we could be more missionary in our faith.
Feedback from participants indicated they have great hope
and are encouraged by the direction of our parish. Also,
they are excited to see where the Holy Spirit will lead us.

Wednesday at One
On Ash Wednesday, members of the Cathedral Choir
sang Lizst’s Via Crucis (The Way of the Cross) for an
appreciative audience at ‘Wednesday at One’. As no
Mass was offered on Ash Wednesday, it was a very
fitting way to mark the beginning of Lent, and to do so
with a number of people who are not Catholic, but were
happy to observe the Stations of the Cross with us. The
Stations were those from the Cathedral of the Blessed
Sacrament, and were shown on powerpoint, while New
Zealand poet Bernadette Hall offered reflections on
each one.
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“To build a community of faith that is
outward looking towards those who
have yet to experience or hear the Good News”
Homily of Archbishop Paul at the Parish Alive Mass
St Mary's Pro-Cathedral; Saturday 27 February
Over this time of Lent we get a chance to reassess how our spiritual lives and journey and battles are going. We
are presented with the teachings of Jesus, which focus on what we are called to do and be, both within ourselves
and our relationship with God, and also in our interactions with one another and with those with whom we come
into contact.
Lent is a time to shine a light on the
darker parts of our lives that we like to
keep hidden or not deal with because
they are complicated or difficult, and
so we are reluctant to open them up
and allow God to work in them.
Yet ironically enough it is when we
bring the dark parts of ourselves out
into the light, when we start talking
about the things that are really bothering us, when we seek spiritual support
and guidance, when we allow the
grace of God to touch our hearts in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, that we
are able to work through these things
which weigh us down. So often we
have those unredeemed parts that just
sit there, like a dead weight, and that
stop us from really being free and able
to move and operate freely, to speak
words of truth, to love others when
they aren't that lovable, to really let the
Holy Spirit fire us up with love of God,
allow God's word to find a real home
in us and transform us, and allow the
Sacraments of the Church to nourish
us for the journey. We have been given
all these wonderful gifts, and yet so
often we don't want to open them, we
leave them on the table of our lives
gathering dust and looking at them

wistfully, knowing we should open
them, but not feeling worthy, or being
worried that if we do then we'll have to
use them! We are funny creatures.
And in the Gospel today Jesus gives
us a real boot by reminding us that,
if our virtue only goes to those who
we like, or those who respond well,
then that isn't really very much at all.
That is sobering news for us because
I suspect most of us think in this way.
It was why Jesus really annoyed the
people of his time, because what
he said made them feel inadequate
and awkward. He challenged their
perceptions of what faith looked and
smelled like. He stretched them and
most of us don't really appreciate
being stretched, we prefer to be left
alone. But when we aren't stretched
then we atrophy, and we can't respond
because we are seized up by our
fears, our lack of imagination, or our
lack of will to be different. Jesus came
to loosen us up so that we could be
people of the Spirit, people who witness, by their lives, to what the truth of
God calls them to.
That's why it is so wonderful to see
so many here today for Mass as we
gather for this Parish Alive Conference.

The very words, parish alive, speak of
a desire to really respond to the call of
the Lord, to build a community of faith
that is outward looking towards those
who have yet to experience or hear
the Good News. It means that this is a
group of people striving to be fully the
people God created them to be, who
know of their need of God's mercy and
forgiveness and strength and know
that the Good News sets us free, even
though it can be challenging too. The
fact that so many of you have set
aside this day for this work of listening,
reflecting, sharing and learning for the
sake of becoming more committed
followers of Christ and building up his
body, the Church, is a really powerful
expression of Lenten conversion and
conviction.
We are called by Jesus to be perfect and that perfection is a beautiful thing,
not a miserable and mean spirited
reality. It is the perfection of someone
who really knows their need of God,
experiences the love of God for them,
and shares that with those around
them. May what we do today help
us to grow in this perfection and be
inspired to go out and share this gift of
God with all those we meet.

STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

Phone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ

JJSTEEL.CO.NZ
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On the Feast of Christ the King, two long awaited Masses were held in the gym of St Bede’s
College to bring 1,500 parishioners together in the new parish of Christchurch North. The gym was
made into a church for a Vigil and a Sunday Mass. The former parishes of Bryndwr, Burnside, and
Papanui were acknowledged for all that God has given us, and the hope of all that will be achieved
in the new parish was foreshadowed. Our unity was symbolised in a candle ceremony, the Pastoral
Team was commissioned, the prayer of the faithful was offered in a variety of languages reflecting
our ethnic diversity, and singers from choirs of our four contributing primary schools joined with
members of our three parish choirs under the direction of Ken Joblin to lead our sacred music.
The homily of Fr Rick Loughnan along with an update from the parish are found here.

“Thanking God for Our Parishes
and Another Step Towards Our New Parish”
Homily of Fr Rick Loughnan, Parish Priest, Christchurch North
for Christ the King Sunday 22 Nov 2020 Year A
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up: do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19)
This evening, and tomorrow at these
two Masses on this feast of Christ the
King, we say goodbye to the three
parishes of Holy Trinity, Bryndwr; Christ
the King, Burnside; and St Joseph’s,
Papanui, and we welcome in the new
Catholic Parish of Christchurch North.
We thank God for all the life, ministry,
and hard work of so many people,
families, and priests down through the
years. How much love, care, and faith
has gone on in these three parishes.
Think of all the people coming to faith
over these years, how many baptisms,
confirmations, first Holy Communions,
marriages. How many funerals. Think
of ministry to those in need, the St
Vincent de Paul Society, ministry to
the sick, preparation for and receiving
of the sacraments, youth groups,
small groups. Think of camps, and

social events. Think of the work of
establishing our four primary schools
and two secondary schools. Think of
working bees, fundraisers, building,
repair work, in school and parish. How
we thank you Lord. There have been
failures too; people hurt, let down,
missed, judged, neglected, abused,
there has been half-heartedness; we
ask your forgiveness, Lord, and the
forgiveness of each other.
Now we set out on a new journey
together. What is this new thing that
God is doing?
It is Jesus Christ among us. It is the
kingdom of God. It is the reign of Jesus
our Shepherd and King.
Of course, this is not new - He has
been with us from the beginning,
leading and guiding us, present in
the Most Blessed Sacrament, in the

Mass, in all the sacraments, in our
life together as his Body, in the love
and mission we have shared in our
three - and before that, if we think of
the parish of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, St Albans, four - parishes. He has
been with us in the proclamation of
his word, in the teaching of the Church
handed down from age to age.
But the Kingdom is always new. There
is nothing stagnant, nothing tired in
the work of the Holy Spirit - the Holy
Spirit brings the ancient teaching of
the Church into the present.
This week, we priests have been
celebrating the sacrament of
Reconciliation with the children of
three of our parish primary schools.
We still have St Albans Catholic to
do in a couple of weeks. I was really
moved and impressed with you young
people. With your reflection and
honesty as you came to say sorry to
God. What promise we have in you for
the future. Parents please take note,
your children are showing all of us the
way forward. You can be really proud
of them. They remind each of us to go
forward letting go of the sin that clings
so easily and holds us back from
following the Lord.
Bishop Paul is calling us, too, in a very
deep way to start again. To set out on
a new journey - which is the old one but for today.

Organists of the Chch North Parish: Michael Zon, Ken Joblin, and Jean-Luc Pitcaithly
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In the readings God reminds us he is a
Shepherd King who rescues his sheep
from the mist and darkness, who looks
for the lost, brings back the stray. He is
our shepherd who brings us to green
pastures, revives us, and lays out a

Christchurch North

ARound the Parishes

Catholic Parish of

What's Happening in Christchurch North?
Priests of the Chch North Parish: (L-R)
Rev Edwin Colaco SBD, Rev Kevin Wei,
Rev Alister Castillo, Rev Rick Loughnan

Adopting A Saint for Lent
We have invited our Parishioner's this Lenten Season
to Adopt a Saint and get them praying for us. We are
encouraged to find out more about our Saints and get
to know them personally in prayer.

Ministry and Groups booklet

banquet for us. St Paul writing to the
Corinthians says that Christ’s kingship
is to make every authority and power
in heaven and earth subject to the
Father.
How do we, his beloved people, help
him do this? How do we unleash the
extraordinary power of the Risen Christ
among us? The way is to say yes to
Jesus. To give up our lives out of love
for him for our brothers and sisters.
In the Gospel today it could not be
spelled out more clearly. Just as you
did this for one of the least of these my
brothers and sisters you did it for me.
The Bishop in his call to us to renew
our parish life and so the life of the
diocese, asks us to let go of the
narrow view, the jealous mindset,
the comfortable familiarity. He asks
us to be a missionary parish, to bring
ourselves and others to come to know
Jesus Christ more deeply, to help
each other grow as disciples, to live
this faith more deeply each day, and
to find new ways, and old, to go out to
others with the Gospel message.
As we, priests, Leadership Team, and
people meet Jesus in the Mass today,
and are renewed in the amazing
power of his love, I ask that each one
of you look around and ask yourself;
Do I believe in the mighty power of
God here amongst us? Do I want to
bring that power to others?

We have updated our wonderful resource that lists all the various
Ministries and Groups in our Parish - inviting our existing parishioners and
new parishioners to become involved in all that we do here at ChCh North.

Staff Retreats and Strategy days
As a team, we have met for a Retreat Day and Strategic Planning Days,
which have been so beneficial for us as a Parish, to grow together
spiritually, as well as develop a great plan for our future.

Merging our Youth Groups
We have merged the two existing youth
groups into one, and meet at St Bede's
College on Sunday evenings for fun,
fellowship, and Mass.

Preparing to Farewell St Matthew’s
There is a team of parishioners working
together to arrange a beautiful and fitting
Liturgical Celebration as we plan for the
final Mass of St Matthew's Church after
Easter.

The Sacrament of Confirmation
The journey towards confirmation has
begun in our Parish and we are expecting
over 60 candidates to receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation on
Pentecost Sunday.

Year 7 & 8 Youth Group

Lolly Scramble at Parish Picnic

Lord what do you want me to do?
Show me.
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it
springs up: do you not perceive it?”
(Isaiah 43:19)
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Christchurch South Strategic Planning Day
Three leadership groups from the parish held a
strategic planning day in late January, to build on the
groundwork carried out so far in forming one parish with
the communities of our five Mass centres. To provide
insight and direction from parishioners, a survey went out
to everyone in early December 2020 and it received a
good response. People provided lots of ideas about their
priorities around spiritual formation and social interaction, to
build up and bond our parish as one community.

In February, seven new altar servers were commissioned and
vested after a number of weeks of training.

From the Christchurch South Parish
Each year we meet people in our wider parish community
who are either visitors to our parish, have been a part of the
wider community, the school, or those who are returning
home to the Church. The parish is challenged to meet
people where they are at, but ultimately we are called to
invite people to step out beyond themselves and seek
the bigger questions. Hence, the SEARCH. This year's First
Reconciliation and Holy Communion parents are trialing the
SEARCH. The SEARCH is a dynamic, Catholic seven part
series, which answers life's most fundamental questions
such as, "What is the meaning of life?", "Why am I here?",
"What happens when I die?", and "What is life for?". Each
week we watch a video, after which there are small group
discussions, and an opportunity to share our own thoughts
and opinions while enjoying supper.

Our parish staff, transition team, and the finance and
management committee, met with a facilitator to draw
themes and direction from the survey results. The facilitator,
Andrea Bankier, and Diocesan Transition Facilitator Siobhan
Bergin, assisted us throughout the day and enabled us
to achieve real outcomes, which will be shared with the
parishioners at a later stage.
The three leadership teams have met again recently and
are now in the process of putting "flesh on the bones" of our
strategic plan, so that it can be presented to the parishioners.
We are hoping, through this process, that we will be able to
begin to put in place the priorities which were evident in the
survey. Exciting and hopeful times for all concerned!
Pamela Arthurs - Chairperson of the Transition team

Waiau Church
After Sunday Mass in October, local parishioners gathered
at Our Lady of the Rosary Church in Waiau to admire the
newly painted fascia, window sills, and doors. Rotten wood
in the window sills, fascia, and fence have been replaced,
thanks to voluntary labour. Parish priest Fr Michael Pui
canvassed for the support of some parishioners to lend
him a hand in making the Church look the best it has been
for decades. There are still bits to be done, mainly in the
'unreachable' places, but the hope is that they will be
addressed soon. The effort so far looks impressive and is
vital to the longevity of the Church building, and gives a
sense of pride to local Catholics. Currently Mass is only
celebrated in the church on the fifth Sunday of the month.

Darfield Catholic Cemetery
After a year of work extending and beautifying the Darfield
Catholic Cemetery with shrubs, trees, and the restoration
of old gates, the cemetery was blessed and dedicated on
Sunday 15 November.
The existing cemetery goes back 100 years. The extension
will enable the cemetery to be open for the next 200 years.
With more families choosing cremations, the Selwyn parish
intends to erect a columbarium in the environs of the
cemetery within the coming year.
(Left) Altar Servers - Eva Gregorini, Samuel Hadfield,
Logan Hadfield, Sofia Gregorini
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New Staff at CYT
It is an exciting time at the Catholic Youth Team (CYT)
as they welcome some new staff on board. Team
Manager James Bryant is delighted with how things
are looking.
Olivia Webb is the new Events Co-ordinator and takes up
the role following her recent return to Christchurch - her
home town - after spending the last few years further
north. "I'm looking forward to creating spaces and events
for young people to connect deeply with their faith, build
caring relationships with each other, and to share their
talents and ideas with their wider communities," says Olivia.
Over twenty years in youth ministry has set up Cyrene
Tionko well to thrive as the new Mission and Outreach
Coordinator. His primary role is to organise and coordinate
the work of the Mission Team who this year is scheduled
to run or be at well over 60 retreats or other events. With a
background in the Youth for Christ movement, Cyrene will
also work on improving the outreach of CYT beyond the
traditional parish structure. "It is a real honour and blessing
to have this opportunity to work for and serve the Church in
the Diocese of Christchurch," he said.

Taking up the role of Mission Team Supervisor is Yna
Martinez. Her role is vital as it offers pastoral support and
training to our Mission Team volunteers as they undertake
what is a hectic and demanding year. "I'm so inspired by
the commitment and faith of our Mission Team and it's a
real blessing for me to be playing a role in supporting them
this year." She recently graduated from the University of
Canterbury with a Bachelor’s degree in marketing and will
continue to study towards a masters part time this year.

set for another big year
of Youth Ministry
We are blessed again this year to have four wonderful young people
committed to spending a year serving on our CYT Mission Team. If you have
not heard of them before, the Mission Team is a vital part of the Catholic Youth
Team’s ministry. It has been operating in the Diocese for ten years this year.
Mission Team is an 11 month residential training, formation,
and ministry programme. After an initial intense six weeks
training and preparation, the team goes out on mission into
our schools and parishes, facilitating exciting peer to peer
ministry programmes with young people in our schools
and parishes. These include retreats as well as camps,
youth groups programmes, and other regular events. Each

year our team ministers to roughly 3,000 young people
throughout the Canterbury and West Coast regions. This
year we have four amazing new team members from
different parts of New Zealand and the world.

Heidi is from Nelson. She has just graduated from Garin
College. As well as running retreats this year, she is in
charge of social media.

Roshan is from Kerala, India. He just completed his Master’s

in mechanical engineering from the University of Auckland.

Josh is from Dunedin and has been studying a Bachelor of
Theology.

Andrew is from Christchurch, he graduated from Catholic
Cathedral College in 2018.
You can find out more about our Mission Team and how
to support it on the CYT website and we ask your special
prayers for the Team as they head out to work in this
challenging mission field.
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CCJP Competition 2020

There were three winning essays for the Christchurch
Catholic Commission of Justice and Peace
Competition 2020. The winners were two students
from Years 7-8 (Ella George from Our Lady of Victories
School and Olivia Anthony from St Mary’s Manchester
St) and one from Years 11-13 (Andrea Rennie from John
Paul II High School). We have included below Olivia
Anthony’s essay.

2020 Essay and Multimedia Contest by Olivia Anthony

Presentation to Olivia Anthony (one of two winners of Yrs 7-8, 2020) of
St Mary’s School, Manchester St.

Pope Francis has a dream. His dream is that the world can be better for everyone. He wrote a letter to everyone in
the world no matter what their belief is and this was called Laudato Si “Care of Our Common Home”.
The beginnings of Catholic Social Teaching Principles were
started by Pope Leo XIII and carried on by every Pope since.
These social teachings are a moral guideline on how to
solve the world’s social problems and make the world a
better place for all of humanity and life on earth now and for
the future.
Stewardship (kaitiakitanga) is one of the Catholic Social
Teachings which means caring for God’s gifts as his humble
people. As part of upholding the care of stewardship, we
have to learn about all the different parts of the world. In the
letter Pope Francis wrote (Laudato si) he talks about all of
the problems in the world, one of the major ones is climate
change. He states that “climate change is gradually building
up and affecting the earth’s health.” He says that “climate
change will eventually affect us.” The cry of the earth and
the cry of the poor means if the earth is suffering then
people of the earth suffer too, especially the poor people
and nations.
As stewardship explains, when we care for God’s gifts, we
also need to look after ourselves as well. As the Catholic
Social Teachings (CST) say, we need to look after the gifts
from God and there are many people starting to try to
work a way to prevent climate change in the world. NASA
scientist James Hansen predicted 32 years ago that 2020
would be a year that had exceptionally high temperatures
- mega fires (Australian bush fires?), carbon emissions, Co2
from fossil fuels - coal, oil, gas, world land temperatures
increase and lack of rainfall. The new thing that has just
been invented and is making its way on the road is electric

cars which are helping the earth save on petrol usage.
Ways to prevent the poverty of others (known as our
brothers and sisters) are instead of spending all the money
we have on things we don’t really need, we could share
it by buying things that the less fortunate need like food
and clothes. Instead of throwing out food that is a little
brown, we could keep it or make it into something else. For
example, a banana (which is the most common thing to be
thrown away when it has turned bad) could be still used
for maybe making something like a smoothie or if you see
some people on the streets, you could offer them it which is
helping the less fortunate.
When you help someone, just by giving them a little thing,
can make a big impact on someone’s life. For example, if
someone hasn’t eaten in days, a small cup of water or a
spoonful of rice can help them feel better and live longer.
And for the earth, at least be aware of or try to invest in the
power you use. Actually buying the food you know will get
eaten, minimise and reduce the amount of water wastage,
that is, if you don’t need to have the tap on if you are putting
soap on your hands, can help the earth.
The phrase “love thy neighbour” comes from the Bible
and it is along the same lines as the meaning of solidarity
(whakawhanaungatanga). Solidarity means “being aware
of your brothers and sisters’ accomplishments and being
aware of what they’re doing”.
We have to look at people and how much effort they
put into being the person that they are. A person who is
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CCJP Competition 2020
Bob and Barb Te Miha with Ella George (one of two winners of Yrs 7-8,
2020) of Our Lady of Victories School

(L-R) Daniel Cote-Davis (DRS - JPII), Trish O’Regan (RE Teacher - JPII),
Rory Paterson (CEO Advisor CHCH), Andrea Rennie (Winner Yrs 11-13,
JPII), Mike Nolan (Mgr CEO CHCH) Tūirirangi (Jason) Renau (Dep
Principal - JPII)

acknowledged for their effort will increase it and this will
help them become a better version of themselves. Not only
do we need to realise when someone is doing something
good but when someone is making a difference, that will
help others. For example, you could answer the maths
question but if you help someone who has been struggling
in it, it could make a difference and impact in their life by
having someone help and care about them. Out in the
world there are many people that work very hard and it
just helps them if a person that they care about admires
what they are doing for their family and/or community and
acknowledges what they are doing.

We need to stop pointing out material items that people
have like the newest shoes, phones and clothes and
envying them and putting poor people on the spot which
makes them feel like they stand out for a bad reason in the
world. We need to help them feel the same as others and
feel equal. We need to help all of God’s children feel equal.
All of these ideas and actions will help make Pope Francis
as well as the previous Popes dream for a better world
a reality. It will not happen overnight but if we all work
together, it will happen.

Another way to show solidarity, is taking the time to
step back and actually see the world from a different
perspective and also look at the people around you, build
a strong relationship with them and see what they like to
do. Also to step into another person’s shoes, “walk a mile in
their shoes” and see how life is for them compared to yours.
Do little things for others, help them if they need or want
it and maybe what you are doing is enough to make life a
little easier for them.
We should all be equal when it comes down to our life and
what we have. However it is not equal, even though we are
made in God’s image and with all our life planned by him.
We as God’s people are expected to show the Preferential
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable (He Whakaaro Nui Mo
to Kunga Rawakore). It’s not fair that someone isn’t getting
what they deserve just because of where they live or what
situation they find themselves in without any fault of their
own. God loves us all the same, therefore we should all
have the same.
I don’t know about you but every time I walk down a street
and see someone begging for money just to get medication
or food, it makes me feel utterly upset and sad. When you
see a little child walking places, looking in shop windows
with a sad look on their face because they see what the
other kids their age have - bright coloured clothes and
adorable soft toys and they realise they won’t get them, it is
heartbreaking. It’s really not fair that many parents are not
necessarily really poor but can’t afford any treats, yet they
work exceptionally hard and are only just able to afford one
week’s worth of food or enough to pay rent, power and then
also need to pay for a child’s education.

the

Lent
appeal

2021

A New Way
Forward
Donate online at
www.caritas.org.nz
or call 0800 22 10 22

Laudato Si’, Pope Francis
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Profiles of Head Students
in our Colleges in 2021
In the first issue of Inform for the year, we enjoy profiling the head students
of our Catholic colleges, all of whom were invited to submit student
profiles. Here is a selection from most of our secondary schools.

Finn Keogan
St Thomas of Canterbury College
College Captain
I’m student number #5540 and
College Captain of St Thomas of
Canterbury College for 2021.
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Lydia Palaiologou

Sesilia Faletoi

Catholic Cathedral College
Head Student

Catholic Cathedral College
Head Student

As a young Catholic lady in formation,
high school has played a major role
in my faith, shaping it and growing it.
As a school, we offer a great variety
of opportunities to both embrace and
explore the Catholic faith. I have found
my second family in our Remar group,
a Marist Brothers initiative. Remar
was founded many years ago and
was designed to bring people from
different backgrounds together, to
create a family within school. We are a
family who shares struggles, joys, faith
journeys, a youthful and strong love for
Christ but also a desire to follow in St
Marcellin’s footsteps. Through Remar
and the school’s stalwart connection
to the Marist Brothers, I have learnt
a lot about the Servant Leadership
model. As a Head Student this year,
I hope to mirror the examples set by
Marcellin Champagnat and Jesus, I
wish to give service to my neighbour,
not only within our school community
but also beyond. I believe it is in
meeting Jesus in the other person
and serving Him that we achieve true
happiness and peace.

Talofa lava, o lou igoa o Sesilia Faletoi
and I am truly blessed to have been
chosen as one of the Head Students
of Catholic Cathedral College in 2021.
Ever since my arrival in New Zealand,
I have only ever attended Catholic
schools, which has grown my faith so
much. Here at Cathedral, our whanau
is very diverse. Everyone here has
their own faith stories and are able to
attend a kura which encourages us
to embrace our individualities. Each
year at our college we have a theme
from our “Great 8” charisms, three of
which come from the Mission Sisters’
charisms and the other five coming
from the Marist Brothers five pillars.
This year’s theme is “Simplicity”, which
has inspired me as a Head Student to
simply be a servant leader and cherish
each member of my Cathedral whanau,
so that when they leave our college,
they have a deeper appreciation of
their faith and a strong connection to
this kura. I pray this year is filled with
many blessings not only for Catholic
Cathedral College but for every college
in our diocese. “He waka eke noa”.

Ma te Atua e manaaki e tiaki.

This year I’m blessed because of the
support I have around me inside of
school and this allows our leadership
team to go after the goals and fulfil
our vision for the College. This year as
a team we constructed our mission
statement: “Rise as one, Thrive as one”.
As a leadership team and a College
we will demonstrate this by creating
relationships with all ages and not
allowing year levels to divide us: as
a team our goal is to unite our fellow
year 13s and create one inclusive
community at the College.
I’m extremely grateful to have such
an awesome group of fifteen other
leaders around me that work well
together and are not afraid to stand
up for what is right. They’re most
definitely steering the College where
we visioned us to be and by the end
of this exciting year I’m sure we’ll be at
the right destination.
I am thankful for my family because
they’ve supported me through thick
and thin and have always let me
express myself. I’m also grateful for
the staff, and my school because of
the opportunities and support they
have given throughout my years
at school inside and outside of the
classroom. The staff here never do
the minimum, they always push
their students and each other to get
the most out of their time with the
students and develop relationships
that benefit the classes they teach.
This year the College turns sixty
years old. I am looking forward to the
celebrations planned for later in the
year and this also makes me think of
the 6234 Saint Thomas men who have
worn the blazer with pride in the last
60 years.

Schools
girls at Villa Maria are passionate and
successful in their chosen interests,
whether they be sporting, cultural,
or academic, and I count myself very
blessed that I attend a school where
all of our girls’ talents are celebrated
with everyone.

Melissa Dunn
Villa Maria College
Head Girl
I have the privilege of representing
Villa Maria College as Head Girl this
year. Being a Villa girl since year 7,
I have thrived off the spirit of our
College at school events and the
camaraderie of girls from every
year group. Our school spirit is an
outward display of our strong core
formed by our Mercy values of
Whakaute (Respect), Tika (Justice),
and Manaakitanga (hospitality). It is
my goal this year to build, in every
girl, a strong sense of belonging and
continue enhancing our school spirit,
so when every girl puts on their Villa
uniform in the morning, they are
proud to be part of our sisterhood and
enthusiastic stewards of our Mercy
charism.
Villa Maria has fostered my passion
for maths and science so following
my graduation, I am keen to pursue
a career in these fields. I also have a
passion for Karate, training since the
age of five. I have achieved my black
belt and represented New Zealand
for the last eight years at Junior World
Championships and several Oceania
and Commonwealth Championships,
winning medals for our country. Our

I view my Catholic faith as an
important aspect of my character.
Here at Villa Maria, life-long learning is
actively encouraged, not only through
the pages of academia but also in
our Catholic faith journey. I often
have discussions with my 81-yearold grandmother and my family
about how our understanding of our
Catholic faith has evolved through
the generations. Attending a Catholic
school builds on the foundations
that our families and parishes have
started to build upon for us, and I
believe this continuation of faithgrowing and awareness is what sets
us apart from other schools. We
have an extensive range of service
opportunities at Villa Maria which
make our special character focus a
reality. These opportunities may be
coaching a sports team, volunteering
at the Disabled Ball or tutoring
younger students, to list a few. We are
more than fortunate to be guided by
the words of Catherine McAuley and
have her fortitude and sincerity form a
character we see as a benchmark for
our own behaviour.
I am extremely excited for the year
of 2021 and all that it will bring! Our
cohesive team of College Leaders will
lead with humility and compassion,
to ensure Villa Maria is a place where
kindness is automatic, support is
infinite, and our sense of belonging is
astounding!

Jackson Wright
St Bede’s College
Head Boy
Faith has always been in Jackson’s
life, hugely inspired by his Nan
who lived her faith everyday by her
actions. As a year 9 student, Jackson
was welcomed into the Catholic
faith as part of the St Bede’s College
sacramental programme. This year he
will be one of the year 13 leaders of
the programme.
Ever since the sacramental
programme, weekly events such
as benediction and Mass have
been a part of his life. As Head Boy,
Jackson hopes to inspire junior
boys to embrace all available faith
opportunities. He is joined at St
Bede’s by his younger brother and
five cousins. Jackson is a member of
the College first XV and Super Touch
team and also represents Canterbury
in Touch.
Jackson and the Prefect Team
attended a week-long course in
January. Led by the Young Marist
Team, they learnt about how to lead
as Servant leaders. This will be their
focus for the year.
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“As a school, we will support one another to
take courage knowing that Jesus is always by our side.”
- Taylor Fasi-Fidow
Marian College Head Girl

wonderful role model in the Catholic
faith. My family and I attend Mass on
Sunday at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral and
I am an Extraordinary Minister there.
Marian College has also supported
and strengthened my faith. Being a
part of the Special Character groups
at Marian, I have learnt more about
the importance of service and helping
others. These groups have enabled
me to become closer to God and
express my faith more openly as a
servant leader.

Taylor Fasi-Fidow
Marian College
Head Girl
Kia ora, Talofa Lava, Fakalofa lahi atu.
My name is Taylor Fasi-Fidow and
I have the privilege of being Head
Girl at Marian College for 2021. I am
half Samoan and half Niuean. I enjoy
participating in many activities at
Marian such as Special Character,
Young Vinnies, Choir, Theatre Sports,
Jazz Band, Kapa Haka, Pasifika
group and more. Marian College has
provided me with many opportunities
which have helped me become the
person I am today and I am very
grateful for this.
My relationship with Jesus and my
faith has been nurtured by my family.
My Ma was the most prayerful and
faithful person I knew and she was a

The four values at Marian College are
courage, commitment, perseverance
and respect. We are encouraged as
students to use these values in our
everyday lives. This year our school
is focusing on courage. Our scripture
quote for the year is from Matthew
14:27 “Take courage. It is I. Don’t be
afraid.” Pope Francis tells us that Jesus’
message in this scripture is of hope
and courage and that Jesus is faithful
to us and he will not abandon us. As
a school, we will support one another
to take courage knowing that Jesus is
always by our side.
I am blessed to have a supportive and
encouraging whanau at home and at
Marian College. I want to thank them
all, particularly my year 13 peers, for
their love and faith in me, as it is an
honour. I will continue being a servant
leader in this role and I hope to inspire
other students to grow their faith in
God with courage and embody Jesus’
teachings.”

Sacred Heart College Ashburton
Reunion - Labour Weekend 2021
50th Anniversary of the 1971 closure after 87 years
serving the Community will be held at Hotel Ashburton.
Registration will include a book with history, memoirs and photos.
• Enquiries and registrations of interest to:
Audrey Leath abjleath@gmail.com or 027 292 4443
or 11 Parkdale Close, Ashburton
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Bella Thian
Roncalli College, Timaru
Head Girl
I am proud to be Head Girl at Roncalli
College for 2021. Roncalli has given
me so much throughout my time here,
whether it be learning opportunities
or the relationships I have made with
the students and teachers along the
way. I value the sense of family and
community we share. It is wonderful
to be a leader of Roncalli and have the
opportunity to leave a lasting impact
and give back to the school I value
so much. My interests include sports,
baking, and travelling. I currently
have a part time job at both Farmers
and Sukhothai Restaurant and have
worked at Timaru Occupational Health
Services as well. Next year my plans
are to hopefully work in the Skin Care
industry, create a business, or study
Law either at Victoria or Canterbury
universities.

Reggie Fleming
Roncalli College, Timaru
Head Boy
Ko Reggie Fleming toku ingoa. I am
the Head Boy for Roncalli College in
2021. Throughout the four years I have
spent at Roncalli, I have experienced
nothing but aroha and support which
has helped mould me into the person
I am now. I am blessed to be going to
a school which shares and replicates
the values and principles I aspire to.
Roncalli College encourages all of us
to serve others and to show kindness
to anyone.
This year I am looking forward to
getting to know our new students and
promoting hauora, wellbeing. After
school, I plan on going to Canterbury
University to pursue journalism and
possibly teaching.”

Schools

Catholic Schools Remembering
the 2011 Earthquake ten years on
St Mary’s, Manchester St

Marian College

At 12.51pm on Monday 22 February
we gathered at our Grotto to observe
a minute's silence in remembrance of
the Christchurchh earthquake in 2011,
as we have done every year.

22 February was particularly
poignant for our school, Marian
College, as it marks ten years since
we had to leave our much loved
North Parade site. It also reminds
us of the importance of faith and
hope as we are now on the cusp of a
wonderful new school being built on
Main North Road in Papanui to open
in 2023.

After this our school bell was rung 185
times to remember the lives lost. Our
students prayed and marked this special
moment with respect and reverence.

The head girls organised road cones
and the students and staff brought the
flowers to re-create an iconic image
from the Christchurch earthquake
period. We all said a prayer together in
our House groups written from Whaea
Myra Fidow and a Psalm chosen by
our Head Special Character student
Malaika Sequeira.

In the last week of February, students at St Mary’s School, Manchester St,
were very privileged to have the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra (CSO)
at the school for a residency week.
During the week, the musicians
worked with students from each class
and year group on various music
projects, that are created to not only
help them learn music skills, but also
to develop their creativity, teamwork,
communication skills, and confidence,
amongst other things.
One of the projects Room 4 (Yrs 7-8)
worked on was ‘Rap it Up’, where the
class wrote lyrics about what they
wanted to do in the future, and then
rapped it to a musical accompaniment
of ukuleles, violins, and drums played

together by groups of students in the
class.
When asked what they liked the
most, the students responded that
they enjoyed playing the ukuleles
and drums, and one student
enthusiastically volunteered he
enjoyed “100 percent of everything!”
The lunchtime violin club with CSO
First Violin Cathy Irons, which was
offered to students in the senior
school, was full to bursting, with some
students needing to share violins.

This has been a wonderful opportunity
for the students to be exposed to
orchestral instruments and music. We
are very grateful to the CSO musicians
for sharing their time and expertise
with us.
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Opening the Inform Archive

Removal of the Cathedral of the
Blessed Sacrament’s Dome

As 22 February and the tenth anniversary of the Christchurch earthquakes was being commemorated, I found
myself looking back at how Inform recorded these events. My predecessor, Inform Editor Gerard Duignan,
graphically captured the thoughts and feelings of Catholics in the Christchurch Diocese at that time. Here is a
pastiche of some of those stories, spread through Inform Issues 83-85 and ordered according to events, rather
than Inform Issues.
In his editorial introducing Inform
issue 83, published on 12 December
2010, Mr Duignan observes “Some
people leave you the better for
having met them. This issue is ripe
with such examples. People who
modeled Christian love, either how
they responded to the magnitude 7.1
earthquake that woke us so rudely
on Saturday 4 September, or St Mary
MacKillop, or Fr
Miles O’Malley,
or Bishop John
Cunneen. Many
stories are
told of Bishop
John’s pastoral
side. I recall his
memorable
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gift for names. I had met him once
only briefly, then some weeks later
found myself in a meeting with about
25 people from around the diocese.
He singularly introduced everyone
gathered by name, and their particular
ministry. Myself included. A risky
undertaking, in case he were to forget
someone. We will miss this loving
shepherd, as we celebrate the birth of
Our Lord.”
In the same issue, Marian College
then year 9 student (and later Dux)
Lizzie Everingham recalls visiting St
Paul’s Dallington on 4 September,
but hours after the first earthquake.
“It was a warm, sunny day, but the
mood of Christchurch was anything
but. ... Pedalling cautiously, I made

my way through the [St Paul’s
Dallington] church entrance. Our poor,
beautiful church sat morose with a
sad expression on her face, slumped
into the earth. ... I peered in, not
knowing what to expect. The centre
aisle was upraised about two metres
and the long, slender (and often
uncomfortable) pews sat on a sloping
hill. Broken statues lay on the foyer
floor and holy water had splashed onto
the carpet. I grimaced when I saw the
split in the roof but I beamed when I
saw the stained glass window standing
tall, unbroken and victorious, without
a crack in sight. My family was silent. It
was a rare occasion for everyone to be
standing silent and gobsmacked with
our mouths gaping like fish ... Even with
our church and school wrecked we
still had our proud, caring, and strong
community to hold on to.”
Issue 83 reported on the roll out
of Bishop Jones’ pastoral plan.
“Sometimes in the middle of the night
I wake up thinking about how Sunday
Mass will be provided in the Diocese
in the future,” Bishop Barry Jones
said, as he visited all nine Pastoral
Areas throughout November. He is
inviting consultation on the ongoing
provision of Sunday Mass into the
future. He described Sunday Mass as
the “heart and life of the Church” which
requires “the foundational ministry of
the priest”. He presented a Working
Document which proposes a parish
structure, rather than having to react
to situations, and that we reduce
the number of parishes we currently

In his editorial for Inform Issue 84,
Gerard Duignan observes: “Before
we were so rudely interrupted by the
22 February aftershock, this issue of
Inform was about to be ‘put to bed’
as they say in the newspaper trade.
The stories have had to sit waiting to
be read. There have been so many
sadnesses since our last issue. We
have had to add four extra pages to
try and touch on some of the Church’s
pastoral response to the Pike River
and earthquake tragedies. I stood in
front of Parliament buildings one week
after the impact of the earthquake,
during an ordinary weekday lunch
hour. Hundreds of people of all shapes
and sizes came in solidarity. The
reverberations of the quake were farreaching. Words could not express the
confusion and pain. So, together we
prayed, and in the profound silence
found some solace.”
Inform Issue 84 brought us Pope
Benedict’s message to Bishop Barry
Jones and his Christchurch Diocese.
“The Holy Father was saddened to
learn of the sudden devastation and
loss of life in the city of Christchurch
due to the recent earthquake.
He wishes to express his spiritual
closeness to everyone who has been
affected, and sends his condolences
to the families of all who mourn the
loss of loved ones. Commending the
deceased to the merciful love of God,
His Holiness assures the people of the
city and the nation of his prayers for
all those who are working urgently to
rescue and assist the trapped and the
injured, as well as for those labouring
to restore essential services. Upon all
the people of New Zealand, the Holy
Father willingly invokes Almighty God’s
blessings of courage and strength.”
The same Issue reported that, “Over
port and cigars, Brendan Malone and
Chris Walker, two friends from Kaiapoi
and Rangiora parishes, dreamed up
the Rangiora
Earthquake
Express. The relief
operation began
early on Thursday
24 February
with a handful of
volunteers and
one trailer of food

Earthquakes

have from 50 to 22. It allows for nine
fewer priests than at present. Bishop
Barry consulted with the clergy, as
his chief collaborators in preparing
the Working Document, and is now
asking parish councils, finance
committees and individuals to review
the document and send a submission
by 28th February 2011. (Bishop Jones
then extended the deadline another
month because of the 22 February
earthquake).

and water. “Within 48 hours it had grown
to hundreds of volunteers, a fleet of
vehicles, two helicopters flying constant
missions to deliver hot food and other
essential supplies to severely damaged
areas of Christchurch,” says Brendan. In
ten days they delivered over 300 tons of
food, water and other essential items.”
“The Catholic Youth Team have cooked
over ten thousand sausages since the
quake. A butcher donated 900 sausages
and a meat processing company 2000
more plus a refrigerated van. CYT
received $5000 from the Nga Whaea
Atawhai o Aotearoa/Sisters of Mercy.
About 50 people joined a roster to
continue the barbecues in Linwood
North and Aranui. They also ran working
bees at the Carmelite Monastery and
Nazareth House. “The people were so
grateful, not only for something to eat,
but also the chance to chat and share
what they are having to cope with,”
says leader Chris Lysaght.”
From Inform Issue 85: “It was a
remarkable escape for sole occupant
custodian Yvonne Fernandez, who
was ironing vestments in the Cathedral
sacristy at 12:51pm on 22 Feb. She was
trapped inside, and while trying to
leave saw a block of stone fall on the
ironing board. She ran back to unplug
the iron, calling desperately for help.
She was rescued by custodian Max
Broadbent and site workmen while the
ground was still heaving.”
From Inform Issue 84: “An engineer’s
report based on an exterior inspection
reveals that the dome of the
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in
Barbadoes Street, is forcing outwards
the weight bearing structures and
presents a severe hazard to the
surrounding area. Another earthquake
like that of 22 February would see the
dome topple. The decision has been
made to remove the dome and this
process will take some months to
complete. This can only be done by
cranes at a distance from the building.”
From Inform Issue 85: “A sightseeing
attraction for passersby is the careful

Lizzie Everingham, Yr 13, with fellow yr 13
students and some of the Marian college
staff at the earthquake-damaged North
Parade site

deconstruction of the Cathedral in
Barbadoes Street. Removal of the
main dome, which threatens the whole
structure and nearby Cathedral College,
is a complex engineering challenge.
The largest crane in the country is being
used and parts salvaged and stored
beside the building.”
From Inform
Issue 84: Food for
Faith blogger Fr
John O’Connor
observes: “In
these days we
are seeing anew
what is essential.
The new plasma screen and fashion
clothes are forgotten as we realise that
we are created for love of neighbour
and stranger and even the enemy. We
are created for love of God. Where there
is love, there is God.” says Fr O’Connor.
“For us grief and disaster are never
without hope”.
I conclude this reflection on the grief
and disaster and the many beacons of
hope which come so strongly through
these stories with this prayer taken
from that same Issue: “God our Father
you set the earth on its foundation.
Keep us safe from the danger of
earthquakes and let us always feel
the presence of your love. May we be
secure in your protection and serve
you with grateful hearts. We make this
prayer through Christ Our Lord. Amen.”
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Archivally speaking

From the Archives
When the deconstruction of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
began in September 2020, there was a palpable sense of loss in the
diocesan Catholic community. For a country that could always ‘touch its
history’, the deconstruction of the Cathedral ruin echoed the sense of loss
we all felt as a result of the 2010/2011 earthquakes.
Fortunately, many items from the
Cathedral have been recovered,
with some receiving plenty of media
coverage – the Halmshaw organ,
the Angels from the façade, doors,
windows, and columns. Fortunately
many other items have been safely
removed from the Cathedral over the
last ten years.
Items like Ria Bancroft’s magnificent
Tabernacle doors and Ida Lough’s
accompanying tapestry were taken
into care soon after the September
2010 quake threatened the

Cathedral, as was Ria Bancroft’s other
masterpiece ‘I AM’.
The ornate ‘fleur de lis’ copper tiles
from the dome, terracotta tiles from
the main roof of the nave, elements
of the pressed zinc interior ceiling,
the urns holding the sacred oils from
the ambry, the ‘Lamb of God’ emblem
from the forecourt, have all been
recovered as the deconstruction
progressed.
While many items wear earthquake
scars, they serve as a reminder of the
beauty of our original Cathedral. And
in their durability, give us hope that
our new Cathedral will honour their
craftsmanship, beauty, and sacred art.
(Clockwise from left) Close up of Ida
Lough’s tapestry; Close up of Ria Bancroft’s
magnificent Tabernacle doors; Urns holding
the sacred oils from the ambry, with pressed
zinc interior ceiling in background; Fleur de lis
copper tile with kauri frame from the dome;
Terracotta tiles from the main roof of the nave;
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Youth development agency St John of God Waipuna
recently supported six rangatahi to complete the 2021
Coast to Coast.

in the Diocese

Supporting Our Rangatahi in Coast to Coast

The Rangatahi Tumanako project builds upon an ongoing
strategic partnership with the Department of Corrections
working alongside young people who have offended in
their journey of growth and development. Activities like
the Coast to Coast are central to the effectiveness of the
Rangatahi Tumanako project, in providing opportunities for
young people to set and achieve positive and pro-social
goals.
The event is also sustained by a team of dedicated
volunteers and support athletes. See more about our work
at www.stjohnofgodannualreport.nz.

John Paul II Centre for Life Mothers' Groups are
building community and strengthening families
New mothers have many challenges to negotiate and they deserve our support. In response to a notable rise in
anxiety during the lockdown last year, our Pregnancy Centre staff initiated two Mothers' Groups, in Woolston and
Bryndwr. We welcome all women - pregnant or with young children - who wish to meet other mums in a friendly
environment.
Six mothers attended our first group in
Bryndwr for this year, some new and
some returning. Our facilitator Aiber
Castillo noted that "Our small group
is starting to bond well, now that we
have met a few times. These mums
often feel lonely and isolated, so they
are extremely grateful to come to a
safe space to talk about how they are
handling motherhood and support
one another."

We want more mothers to know
about these opportunities. Please
help us spread the word. A little
encouragement to a young mother at
the right moment can help to build up
a stronger, caring community.
Maria Schmetzer
Director, John Paul II Centre for Life

www.jp2.org.nz
www.facebook.com/jp2centre
03 351 3225

A couple of the Mums have left
comments on our facebook page
afterwards: "I sat for 20 minutes in the
car working up the courage to go in
as I was really nervous about coming
today, but I'm glad I did." "There is
something special about this place, it's
so warm and welcoming."

“A safe space to talk
about how they are
handling motherhood and
support one another.”
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There was a boy, who is now a Priest
There was a boy, who was born and raised in a Catholic family in a poor but very peaceful country area in the
central part of Vietnam. His parents are pious people who have a passionate love of God. Although life has been
challenging, they have always worked hard to look after their children.
The boy understood the hardships and
difficulties his parents experienced.
So, from an early age, the boy studied
assiduously as he had a dream of
future success, hoping to have a
prosperous life so that he could take
care of his parents and siblings.
Being enlightened by the grace of
God and along with his own efforts,
he always achieved high academic
results. He was admired by everyone
in his village, particularly by friends
of his own age, for his thirst for
knowledge and his fondness for
learning. After he completed high
school, he passed the university
entrance exam to go to a prestigious

university in Vietnam and he continued
to be one of the best students in his
year group. After graduating from
the university with excellent results,
he was invited to take up a teaching
position on the university faculty. This
was an aspiration of most students at
his university. To that moment, he did
not know that the Lord had other plans
for him.
Not long after that, through the
guidance of the local bishops and
priests, he was invited by God to
come to New Zealand to study for the
priesthood. This was a very difficult
decision, yet obeying the will of God,
he dried the tears from his eyes and

his heart in order to leave behind
his parents, grandparents, siblings,
relatives, friends, fortune, fame,
homeland and even fond memories,
to come to a new land and to begin
a new journey, the holy journey in the
footsteps of Christ.
Life away from home and family
was not at all easy for him. However,
despite having been through many
challenges and difficulties on his
way toward the priesthood of Christ,
with the immense love of God,
with the encouragement, support
and guidance of his new friends,
especially of the priests, teachers and
parishioners in this new land, along
with his non-stop efforts, his years of
studying in New Zealand have gone
by beautifully and excitingly.
On Saturday 10 October 2020, the boy,
who is now a grown young man, was
ordained a priest by Bishop Paul in St
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral with the joy and
blessings of friends, brother priests,
and hundreds of dear parishioners.
Unfortunately, on this great day, due
to the restrictions of Covid-19 and
other reasons, his parents could not
be here to witness the sacred and
important moment in their child’s life.
That boy is now our newly ordained
priest, Fr Anthony Tặang Đình Phan,
who has made his way to St Patrick’s
in Greymouth for his first priestly
appointment. He is now a priest of
God’s holy people there and to be a
harvester in the mission field of the
Church...
(Excerpts taken from Fr Thanh Tran’s
Homily at one of Fr Tang Phan’s first
thanksgiving Masses on the 29th
Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A, 2020).

Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.h a n n bui l t . co. nz - 03 344 5951
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“The more we priests understand
the great gift of the eucharist,
the more we appreciate
the great gift of the priesthood.”
Homily of Fr Peter Costello at the Requiem Mass for Fr John Morrison
Wednesday 7 October 2020, St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral
I feel rather privileged to be asked by Bishop Paul and Fr John's family to preach at his funeral Mass. There is a
family connection as our grandmothers were sisters and a few years ago, John asked me to be an executor of his
estate alongside his brother Frank.
Fr John was a quiet, reserved and
private person, and a very sincere,
hard working, and obedient priest. He
was gifted with a good singing voice
and his hobbies included golf and the
painting of scenes.
In the absence of a formal eulogy or
tributes, I’d like to give you a snapshot
of John’s history. He was born in
Culverden in November 1939, the
eldest of two boys and two girls. John
was educated at Culverden Primary
School, then at St Joseph’s Primary
School in Ashburton, then on to
Ashburton High School. He attended
Holy Name Seminary in Mosgiel. He
was ordained to the priesthood by
Bishop Brian Ashby on 2 July 1967 at
Holy Name Church in Ashburton.
He served as an assistant priest at
Rangiora and Ashburton and was
parish priest of the Chatham Islands
for over two years. There were other
appointments as parish priest to Grey
Valley, Waimate, the Cathedral as
Parochial Vicar for four years - then
Hoon Hay, Greymouth, and finally
Mackenzie Parish from where he
retired. He was on numerous diocesan
Committees and chaplaincies over the
years. Close to his heart was his role
as diocesan chaplain for the Catholic
Women’s League from 1998 up to
this present day. He absolutely loved
the role and faithfully attended their
meetings.
In his retirement, John moved to
Maryville Courts and finally Nazareth
House. John certainly appreciated the
marvellous love, care and support he
received from the Nazareth Sisters,
nurses, caregivers and staff. One day
John asked me to take him home ‘to
the farm’. He added, ‘it’s on your way’.
I then asked him ‘do you know where
you are at present?”’. He said ‘No, I

don’t’. I replied ‘This is Nazareth House
- this is your home.’ ‘Well’ said John,
‘they don’t tell you anything around
here’. I last visited John on Friday - said
my goodbyes and anointed him. I later
found out it was the third time he had
been anointed that day. His family said
that he passed away peacefully the
following day.
Two days after John’s passing, Bishop
Paul celebrated our annual diocesan
Chrism Mass when the oils are blessed
and priests renew their commitment
to priestly service. In his homily,
Bishop Paul commented that through
their ordination the priests bring Christ
in the sacraments to the people they
are ordained to serve. Fr John has
faithfully fulfilled his priesthood over
53 years in the Christchurch Diocese.
For me, John was traditional in his
priesthood and reflected the socalled ‘old school values’. He had the
attributes of a dedicated priest and
shepherd of his flock. Firstly, he was
a person of prayer, often he was seen
out walking with his rosary beads. It is
easy to fall into the trap of thinking that
the harder we work, the better priests
we are and the more productive - this
is not true. We need to bring ourselves
into the presence of the Lord from
whom we draw our strength and life.
Prayer connects us to God throughout
our day.

times - ‘Will I have enough time and
energy to see all the people I need to
see and do all the things I need to do?
Will I have enough money to support
our parish projects? Will I have enough
help to keep the parish alive and
growing? As priests I don’t think we
can avoid doses of anxiety.
This morning we offer our funeral
Mass for Fr John Gregory Morrison. We
thank God for his gift of Fr John to us
as a priest, shepherd, family member
and friend. May he be rewarded for all
his good works in the Lord’s vineyard.”
Editor’s note:
For years, Fr John Morrison’s voice
intoned the introit at the requiem
Masses of his brother priests. His voice
was clear as it rang out in our cathedral
on any number of occasions, including
the last Mass celebrated by Bishop
Jones in the Cathedral of the Blessed
Sacrament, the requiem for Fr Miles
O’Malley.

Secondly, John loved to celebrate
the sacraments, especially the Mass,
the eucharist each day. The more we
priests understand the great gift of
the eucharist, the more we appreciate
the great gift of the priesthood. John
was an exemplary priest. He loved his
Church, his priesthood, parishioners
and fellow priests - and did not forget
his family members.
As priests we can certainly worry at
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Sister Margaret Thorn RSM RIP
‘Do all for the Glory of God’

Sister Margaret Thorn RSM died on 6 November 2020 after an active life
as a Sister of Mercy with ministries in education and in wider community
volunteer work.

“Her daily walks
were a real ministry
as she stopped to talk to
the elderly or chatted
with young mothers,
giving encouragement
and praise.”

Margaret Thorn was the eldest of the
three daughters born to Alice and
Ernest Thorn. She was born at Lester
House, Waimate on 29 September
1939. She was a strong, happy child
with plenty of energy and in her
youth was passionate about sport,
especially hockey and netball. She
was an exceptional player of both.
She retained this interest in sport
throughout her life.
Margaret boarded at Sacred Heart
College, Timaru and returned there in
1960 to follow her dream of becoming
a Sister of Mercy. She was professed
in 1962 taking as her motto, “Do all for
the Glory of God”.
For many years Margaret taught in
Catholic schools throughout the
Christchurch Diocese, then went on
to help in the wider adult community.
She joined the Canterbury Volunteer

Centre and was involved with a
number of organisations. In 1999 she
received a Volunteer Recognition
Award. In 2004 she trained in ESOL
and visited homes to help refugees
learn English. She went further by
helping them to integrate into life in
the city and the challenges involved.
An avid gardener, she taught them
gardening and much more.
From her grandparents and parents
Margaret inherited creative interests.
Her hands were always busy with
knitting, crocheting, and card
making. Her knitting skills were much
appreciated by the Marralomeda
Community. Her faithful birthday
and feast day greeting cards, sent
to sisters in the Congregation, were
a huge endeavour that enabled
Margaret to connect with sisters all
over New Zealand.
Margaret loved her opportunity to visit
Mercy International Centre in Baggot
St, Dublin where the Sisters of Mercy
were founded. She also appreciated
the new experiences travel offered
including a camel ride as she passed
through Dubai.
In her illness Margaret never gave up.
She chose to be as independent as
possible. Her daily walks were a real
ministry as she stopped to talk to the
elderly or chatted with young mothers,
giving encouragement and praise. She
leaves many warm memories and will
be sadly missed.
Kia okioki ia i runga i te Rangimarie.
May Margaret rest in peace.
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(Extracts from the Tribute prepared by
Sister Anne McLaughlin RSM)
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“Her compassion, support, and a listening ear
gave hope and encouragement to many, many people
over these years, often in very tragic situations.”

Jubilee celebration
in Christchurch
The Chapel at Nazareth Community of Care was the venue for Sr Roleen
Curtain’s 60th Jubilee Mass on Saturday, 9 January. Over 20 sisters from
all over the country joined Roleen’s friends and family in the celebration.
It was special that Roleen’s twin brother Bill was also able to be present.
Fr Peter Head led the celebration
and reflected on the call that Roleen
responded to 60 years ago when
she took her vows as a Sister of Our
Lady of the Missions. He remarked
on her years of ministry when she
touched many lives and reflected that,
although Roleen may no longer be in
active ministry, her mission continues
as she shares God’s love with those
who accompany, assist, and support
her.
Sister Carmel Cole congratulated
Roleen, sharing a little of her life
and mission over these 60 years:
“Roleen, like so many of our sisters,
began her religious life as a teacher
of primers in Christchurch. However,
very quickly her musical talent was
recognised, and she spent almost 20
years teaching music in some schools
where RNDM’s taught: Sumner,
Ashburton, Rangiora. A little later at St
Joseph Maori Girls’ College in Napier,
and then in Lower Hutt. People who
have been taught by Roleen are most
appreciative that she was able to instill
in them a great love of music and the
ability to produce beautiful sounds.
Roleen was a good cook and over
many of these early years she was
also the cook or was supervising the
kitchen for the community in which
she lived.
In 1985, Roleen volunteered at Te
Omanga Hospice in Lower Hutt. This
led to full time hospital chaplaincy
ministry at the Napier Hospital. Roleen
was responsible for the pastoral and
spiritual welfare of patients, families,
and the staff of the hospital. During

the 16 years she was in this role,
Roleen touched many lives at what
is a very difficult time for people. Her
compassion, support, and a listening
ear gave hope and encouragement to
many, many people over these years,
often in very tragic situations.
Following this and a few years
involved in pastoral work in the Napier
Parish, visiting elderly people in their
homes, taking Communion to people,
and reaching out to those recently
discharged from hospital, Roleen
moved back to Christchurch to be
closer to her family.”
We all shared a lovely afternoon tea
and sang a blessing as Roleen cut her
jubilee cake.

All parishioners are invited to
the annual celebration of

Divine Mercy Sunday
Sunday 11 April 2021
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral

373 Manchester Street, Christchurch
Note: Road closure at Salisbury St
due to the Chch Marathon
1.30 - 2.45pm
2.45pm
3.00pm

Reconciliation
Chaplet of Mercy sung/prayed
Holy Mass

Celebrant: Father John Adams
Veneration of the First Class relic of St Faustina.
A Plenary Indulgence, in addition to the
special graces of the day, is also granted.
Book sales to follow.
Phone 03 359 2087 for more information
email info@divinemercy.co.nz
www.divinemercy.co.nz
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The 2020 Fourvière Festival of Lights was a blessed event with around
250 pilgrims in attendance from all around New Zealand. A beautiful
Mass was celebrated at the Shrine of Mary, Mother of the Light (Whaea
o te Mārama) by Bishop Paul, with Fr Alan Jones SM, Fr Thanh Tran,
Fr Gregoire of the community of the Beatitudes, and newly ordained
Fr Ben D’Souza SM concelebrating.
The Shrine itself was installed last
year and was opened and blessed
at the first Festival of Lights in New
Zealand by Bishop Patrick Le Gal of
Lyon and Bishop Paul of Christchurch.
Since then, Fourvière, Leithfield has
become a Sanctuary and the life of the
apostolate has begun to flourish with
beautiful liturgies, pilgrimages and
retreats running throughout the year.
The new pilgrim shelter is a popular
addition to the Sanctuary, providing a
warm and convivial space for people
to relax, stop and unwind in the serene
grounds of Mary’s garden.
The evening bore all the hallmarks
of the Beatitudes Community
with elements of Latin, Byzantine
and Jewish traditions combined
seamlessly with our rich local heritage
with hymns in te Reo Māori and the
all-important kiwi sausage sizzle and
picnic. After a relaxing picnic dinner,
the crowd joined in with Jewish
dancing led by Sr Monica on the deck
of the pilgrim shelter and overflowing
through the garden. Having recently
arrived in New Zealand from Denver,
Colorado and having been cleared
from quarantine just days before,
Sr Monica, who is originally from
Mangere in Auckland, felt right at
home among her new Community.
The Festival of Lights is a tradition
which developed at Fourvière in
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Lyon when, on December 8th 1852,
a full two years before the dogma
of the Immaculate Conception was
promulgated, a golden statue of
Mary was installed at the top of the
Basilica. That evening the procession
that was planned had to be called
off because of heavy rain, so the
people of the town lit lanterns and
displayed them from their windows.
Since then, hundreds gather each year
for the Festival of Lights. Fourvière is
the cradle of Christianity in France,
the home of the first French martyrs.
Among them was St Pothin, their first
bishop. His successor, St Irenaeus, was
a disciple of St Polycarp who was a
disciple of St John the apostle.
In a repeat performance at this
year’s event, the weather suddenly
turned wet just as the procession
was about to begin. Heavy rain fell as
pilgrims lit their lanterns. Undeterred,
a somewhat rushed procession with
the Blessed Sacrament under a small
canopy, swinging incense and singing
pilgrims with lanterns moved with
purpose through the gardens to the
shrine, where lights had been placed
around the golden statue of Mary. The
rain was too heavy for the Blessed
Sacrament to remain exposed at the
shrine, so the faithful continued on to
the Chapel where Adoration continued
indoors until the dawn.

Spirituality

“She has had such a powerful influence,
through her intercession”
Excerpts from the homily of Archbishop Paul on the first Anniversary of the Statue of Mary,
Mother of the Light "Mater Lucis" the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 8 December

We celebrate this feast whereby we acknowledge and rejoice in the fact
that God prepared this woman, through her immaculate conception to be
the mother of his Son, Jesus Christ.
Of all of us who have ever come into
this world, this woman, Mary, was
chosen to be the mother of God,
theotokos in Greek. And God in his
great goodness gave her the privilege
and the burden of being conceived
without sin.
The privilege because she was graced
to be pure to receive the Lord in her
body, but the burden because it did
not mean that all was going to be easy
and sweet for her. Indeed we know
that this calling like Mary to endure
much suffering and trial. It was no
ticket to an easy life.
But what I find most consoling about
all of this is that God in his great love,
while setting Mary up to be able to
be the Mother of his Son, still left her
free to respond to this invitation. We
heard it very clearly in the Gospel
today. The Angel Gabriel comes to
place before her God's request and
she is invited to choose whether or not
to take it up. And we remember that
Mary would only have been a young
girl at this time, she wouldn't have had
a deep wisdom that came from years
of life and experience. She was being
asked this most unbelievable thing
to do and she was rightly perplexed,
including even around the nature of
the pregnancy itself. A sensible person
if ever there was one.
But in her heart she was attuned to
the things of God. In her heart was a
desire to do whatever it was that God
asked of her, and so she said yes. She
didn't lay out a series of conditions,
she simply acknowledged who she
was in the eyes of God, namely his
handmaiden, and she trusted in God's
love and plan for her.
What a beautiful and powerful model
for each one of us to in turn be
inspired by and to imitate. It is why
Catholic people have always had such
a deep devotion and connection to
Our Lady, because she is us. Certainly
she had the fact of being prepared

perfectly through her immaculate
conception, but she still had to choose
to say yes. And in her saying yes and
in the life that followed and in the life
of Christian people since then, she
has had such a powerful influence,
through her intercession, her
inspiration, and even her appearances
over the ages to bring people to a
deeper love of her Son.
This is what we see in this image of
Our Lady of Fourvière. Here is a place
in France, where the faith has inspired
so many, and we in New Zealand are
the direct recipients of that. The first
members of the Church to come here
were founded from a pledge made at
this chapel in 1816. The Mission Sisters,
Marist Brothers, Society of Mary and
so many other religious orders came
from the area of Lyon and had a special
association with Our Lady of Fourvière.
This connection is deep for us, and
we are its direct descendants and for
this reason alone it is enough to make
this sanctuary a place of thanks and
gratitude to God for the power of his
Spirit at work.
Now the reality for each one of us is
that we do want to grow in holiness
and to become more perfectly aligned
with the God who created us, loves
us, and wants to share his life with
us. But we also experience the reality
of the struggles of doing this. It is
why the first reading from Genesis
about the snake and eating the apple
from the tree of life is important for
us to reflect on and hold onto in this
context. We know the tension in our
hearts between what we know to be
right and what we actually want to
do or even carry out. We know that
at times we give into that temptation,
we eat of the apple and that gives us
knowledge of things we are better off
not knowing.
We know the reality and experience
of what sin does in us, how it takes us
away slowly or rapidly from the things
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Left: Jewish dancing led by Sr Monica
Below: Archbishop Paul celebrates the
liturgy of the eucharist.
Fr Gregoire of the community of the
Beatitudes, and newly ordained
Fr Ben D’Souza SM.

of God. We are so often quick to forget all the blessings we
have received from God, that we are chosen by God from
the beginning of time, as St Paul reminded the people of
Ephesus. We can be fickle.
But God doesn't give up on us in this. Our temptation is
for an all or nothing approach. But God never stops being
with us and bending down and picking us up again to
keep going on the journey, calling us forward, calling holy
men and women to speak to us, encourage us, walk with
us, help us to keep going. The worst effect of sin on us is
that we settle for so much less, or we impose on God our
distorted way of thinking. We have to fight against this way
of being, and we need to call upon Our Lady to pray for
us so that we may be faithful and trusting as she was, that
despite uncertainties, we too will constantly say yes, never
give up, always keep our eyes looking upwards to the
kingdom of God which is promised to us and which we are
called to help bring about on this earth as well.
That is our calling as followers of Jesus Christ. This is what
Our Lady did in the most perfect way. Rather than think
what she did is beyond our reach, too far away, let us strive
to follow her as much as is possible with God's grace. For
we need to look forward and beyond, not settle for head
down and staying put.
Just as God chose Mary, so he chose us. St Paul says it
so beautifully - we should become his adopted sons and
daughters, through Jesus Christ. We are claimed as God's
own, chosen from the beginning. In this feast today we
recognise and celebrate God doing this for Mary, and he
has done the same for us, may we continue to respond in
faith and trust to this call, just as Mary did.

Inaugural gathering of Charis NZ National Service of Communion
At the 2020 AGM of Charis, Helen
Smithson, chairperson of Current
of Grace Hamilton Diocese,
accepted the role of Charis NZ
chairperson, with Diana Ingle as
vice chair. Charis NZ and Current
of Grace are looking forward to
serving the Holy Spirit within the
Church in these exciting days,
especially as parish renewal,
mission, and evangelisation are at
forefront in our Church.
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Filipinos Hold Sinulog Festival 2021 in Christchurch
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Celebrating 500 Years of the Gift of Faith
For the Catholic Filipino community in Christchurch, January 17 was very special indeed. It was the culmination of
the gift of faith we received 500 years ago and we celebrated it in our second home nation New Zealand. We did
so through the Sinulog festival.
In 1521, an image of the Child Jesus
was presented by the Portuguese
conquistador Ferdinand Magellan to
Rajah Humabon and Queen Amihan
when they were baptised, the first
Catholic baptisms in the Philippines.
The Child Jesus, known in the
Philippines as Señor Santo Niño,
and the yearly celebration known as
Sinulog, has become one of the most
famous yearly festivals in the country.
For Filipinos in Christchurch, though
displaced by distance, we carried our
faith and tradition with us in the Land
of the Long White Cloud. Around 18
years ago, Sinulog of Christchurch
started celebrating the festival with
the nine-day novena. Another group,
known as Sto. Niño Prayer Group
in Addington was also started 10
years ago at Sacred Heart Church in
Addington.
This year, these groups, together with

other Filipino groups spearheaded by
the Philippines Catholic Chaplaincy
in Christchurch, put together a
celebration of the Sinulog Festival. Fr
Benito Velasco is the group's chaplain.
He wanted this festival to be worthy
of the gift of faith handed to the
Filipinos 500 years ago. He himself is
a personal devotee to the Sto. Niño
as he almost died when he was nine
years old and his mother devoted him
to the Child Jesus.
From 8-15 January, eight well attended
Novena Masses were held at Sacred
Heart church. On 16 January, a
Salubong (or meeting) of the images
of the Sto. Niño and Our Lady of
Penafrancia was held followed by a
vespera Mass at Catholic Cathedral
College. Finally, on the morning
of 17 January (the 3rd Sunday of
January is the regular Sinulog Festival
celebration), a fluvial procession was
held late in the morning followed

by Mass celebrated by Archbishop
Paul and concelebrated by Fr Benito,
Fr Joaquin, and Fr Peter. Twenty
boats joined the fluvial procession
at the Avon River. Not even the rain
deterred them from coming. Nearly
1,000 people attended the 1pm
Mass at Catholic Cathedral College.
A brief programme was held shortly
thereafter where people danced the
Sinulog dance and free lunch was set
up (all donated by groups, families,
and individuals).
Though there was rain during a part
of the day, for many of the people
who participated, there was only
one weather. Celebrating their faith
through that day's Sinulog celebration,
praying together, dancing together,
eating together-being together-was
the height of community, a taste of
paradise. What could be a sunnier
weather than that?

Left: Archbishop Paul with Frs Benito,
Joaquin and Peter
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Some of those who attended the Cathedral Parish Retreat 'Dwelling Place' in July 2020

Dwelling Place,
a Retreat in Daily Life
“... That Christ may dwell in our hearts…” (Eph 3:17)
During the last year, Dwelling Place has been offered twice in Christchurch
parishes; in the Cathedral Parish at the end of July, and recently during
Lent in the Christchurch South Parish.
The word ‘Retreat’ suggests a leaving
of ordinary life or a retreating from
reality. Nothing could be further from
the true meaning and opportunity of a
retreat.

retreat is a time to enter into the cave
of my being, the Dwelling Place where
I encounter Jesus Christ. ‘For God
alone my soul waits in silence.’ (Psalm
62:1)

A retreat is an opportunity to create
spaciousness so I can attend to what
is deepest in my ordinary life. My
interior dwelling place of Christ is
often neglected in the busyness of
ordinary life. In a time of retreat I can
attend to this sacred centre of my life.

It is common for us in our Catholic
communities to understand prayer
as words: praying is saying spoken
prayers. Spoken prayer is only part
of the abundant resources in our rich
tradition of ways of prayer. Silence
is prayer also and sets the scene for
those attending Dwelling Place to
explore other ways of prayer.

Those who came to Dwelling Place
were reminded that this retreat is a
time to be with Christ and rest. As
scripture states ‘Come to me all you
who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens and I will give you rest.’ (Matt
11:28) I don’t need to worry about
the past or the future. When I leave
everything in the hands of God I begin
to rest. This was experienced by many
who attended Dwelling Place, as a
deep interior peace.
Those who attended were also invited
to be silent and spend time each day
in prayer. Silence helps us to slow
down, be still and aware that prayer is
already happening in our hearts. ‘Be
still and know that I am God.’ (Psalm
46:10) Perhaps there is noise inside
caused by fear, anxiety, and worry.
Silence helps us to find peace. The

The Dwelling Place approach is
mostly drawn from the Spiritual
Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola
(1491-1556) the founder of the Jesuits.
‘Exercises’ means ‘Ways of Prayer’ and
have radically transformed the lives of
people since the 16th century.
Throughout the retreat, those
attending Dwelling Place are
introduced to ways of praying
which many find to be a wonderful
springboard for a deeper intimacy
with Jesus Christ. St Ignatius in the
Spiritual Exercises, for example, invites
us at our place of prayer ‘to consider
how God our Lord is looking at me.’
(Spiritual Exercises: SE 75) Pope
Francis, our first Jesuit Pope who was
formed in the spirituality of St Ignatius

Spiritual Directors from Whakakōingo o te Ngākau: The Yearning Heart
conducted these retreats in daily life. The Christchurch Diocese Spiritual
Directors Group can be found on the Catholic Diocese Website.
If you would like to explore a retreat for your parish, contact Sr Kathleen
Rushton: kprushton@gmail.com.
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11th Century mosaic of Jesus Christ in
agia Sophia Istanbul

writes: ‘Let ourselves be gazed upon
by the Lord who looks at us, and this in
itself is a way of praying.’ (The Church
of Mercy).
We can pray a simple breath prayer
found by sitting straight, with eyes
closed, breathing in and saying the
name of ‘Jesus’ or ‘Christ’ or breathing
out and saying ‘my shepherd’ or ‘my
dwelling place.’ (SE 258) This may
appeal to those attracted to simple
quiet ways of prayer. There are other
ways of prayer with sacred scripture
such as Ignatian Contemplation, Lectio
Divina, and the Examen. All these ways
or ‘methods’ introduced during the
retreat, are invitations to encounter
the living Christ dwelling in our hearts
and constantly invite retreatants
to a wholehearted response which
includes listening and responding to
‘the cry of the earth and the cry of the
poor.’ (Laudato Si’ #19)
It is counter-cultural to attend a retreat
as it invites us to slow down and notice
God in our ordinary daily life. A retreat
invites us to be attentive to the Divine
Milieu in which we are immersed:
‘In Him we live and move and have
our being.’ (Acts 17:28) Discovering
in our experience that God is, in fact,
in all things and in every moment
of our lives. Inviting an unequivocal
commitment to action and co-creation
with Jesus Christ in our world.
Kevin Gallagher MA (SD)
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A Special Blessing

at Te Manawa Atawhai Catherine McAuley Centre
Nga Whaea Atawhai Sisters of Mercy gathered on 12 December,
which is our Foundation Day, to bless a sacred image in the entrance of
Te Manawa Atawhai Catherine McAuley Centre, Peer Street.
The image is of Our Lady of Mercy and
the Christ-Child, with Venerable Rev
Mother Mary Catherine McAuley, and
a Child; a stained-glass window in the
Rose Historic Chapel, Colombo Street,
formerly St Mary’s Convent Chapel.
This beautifully presented photograph
links us with the local and wider
Atawhai Mercy story.
Stained-glass windows, made by the
highly regarded John Hardman & Co
of Birmingham, led the Christchurch
City Council to preserve St Mary's
Chapel. The Catherine McAuley
Window was commissioned by Mother
M Mechtilde Boland who founded St
Mary's Convent in 1894 and was one of
the first ten pioneer Sisters who came
from Ennis, Ireland to Hokitika in 1878.

The depiction of Mary and the ChildChrist is based on the painting of Our
Lady Help of Christians by Tommaso
Di Lorenzo in St John Bosco's Basilica,
Turin, Italy. At the time this window
was installed in St Mary's Chapel in
1911, Our Lady Help of Christians was a
patron of Aotearoa New Zealand.
This window also links us with the
wider Mercy story. At the request of
John Hardman Sr and with his support,
Catherine McAuley founded St Mary's
Convent, Handsworth, Birmingham
in August, 1841. Two of his daughters
were founding Sisters of Mercy there
at what was Catherine McAuley's last
foundation. She died three months
later on 11 November.
Kathleen Rushton RSM

St Augustine's Bookshop Opens for Service
On Saturday 20 March, a Second-Hand Catholic Bookshop opened within our Parish of Christchurch North.
It has almost 1,000 second-hand books which have been kindly donated by parishioners.

“it is to encourage
people to grow in
the Catholic faith
through reading on
a variety of topics”

The purpose of the shop is twofold:
first to help the handing on of
our Catholic faith to others by
redistributing books no longer needed
by their owners. Secondly, it is to
encourage people to grow in the
Catholic faith through reading on a
variety of topics such as spirituality,
scripture, the lives of the saints, Mary,
Church history, apologetics, and more.
There are also a good number of
children's books available for parents
who are looking for visual ways to
pass the Christian faith on to their own
children.
The store is called St Augustine's
Bookshop, a reference to a man who
not only shaped Christianity through
his writings but in doing so, had a
huge influence on the development
of Western Europe. He was also

the first man to compose a modern
autobiography in The Confessions
in around 400AD. Our hope is that
St Augustine will help the store lead
many people to grow in knowledge
and love of Jesus and then go on to
evangelise others to know and love
Him.
Dan Martin

St Augustine's Bookshop is
based at Christ the King Church,
92 Greers Road, Burnside and
is open Tuesday-Saturday
9.30am-12.30pm.
If you would like to donate any
books, please visit the store.

37

Faith and Works

Preserving capital whilst putting
It is a privilege to have money set aside for more than just day-to-day
expenses. It is also true that accumulating money in its various forms has
been indispensable to the progress of civilisation and doing good.
Folklore and popular stories often
seem to contradict that statement.
But I would suggest that the sinister
undertones of accumulating wealth
have more to do with sharing a moral
on human nature than the inherent
nature of money itself. However, there
is a good folk story that describes
choices of investing, consuming, or
getting returns ….

“If this preservation of
capital is your main goal
then the CDF represents
great choice”

A Man and his Wife had the good
fortune to possess a Goose which laid
a Golden Egg every day. Lucky though
they were, they soon began to think
they were not getting rich fast enough,
and, imagining the bird must be made
of gold inside, they decided to kill it
to secure the whole store of precious
metal at once and also to be able to
feast on it by cooking it. But when they
cut it open, they found it was just like
any other goose. Thus, they neither got
rich all at once, as they had hoped nor
enjoyed any longer the daily golden
egg as an addition to their wealth or to
use the proceeds for spending or doing
good deeds. They then burnt it to a crisp
when cooking it and so nor did they get
to enjoy a beautiful meal either.

There is a moral that might be applied
here - “wants more and loses all”.
But it could suggest that trying to
maximise your position might end
up putting it all at risk. Money does
indeed make money, even if it is ‘just
one egg at a time’. A stable and safe
return might over time add up to more
than the sum of the original or give
you more options to do good than just
consuming the initial sum or chasing
immediate higher returns.
We all are unique and when it comes
to financial wellbeing that also means
different things to people at various
stages of their lives. Protecting your
money and deciding where to put it is
a critical decision. It is a decision that
needs to match your lifestyle needs
with your financial needs.
At the heart of this decision is
answering the question “what you
plan to use your money for and when”.
In simple terms, financial investment
includes an assessment of return
and risk. This means you have to
decide which of the following generic
approaches (with a sliding scale of
risk) is most important to you:

The Christchurch
Diocesan Foundation
Gifting through the Christchurch Diocesan Foundation is one way to
meet the growing, and changing, needs of our Diocese. Helping provide
for the diocese for nearly 40 years, the Foundation is a long-term
reliable funding stream - and that tradition continued in 2020.
Archbishop Paul remains grateful
to the Foundation Board for the
continued financial management
of the funds entrusted to it.
Accumulated funds grew to
$5,705,162 at the end of the
2019-2020 financial year.

Foundation Members were
delighted to learn that their gifts
once again assisted our Diocese
in its religious, charitable, and
educational activities, providing
$100,000 to our Bishop for these
purposes.

To find out more or to discuss membership, simply call us on 03 366 9869.
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Foundation Chair, Michael McEvedy
presenting a cheque to Archbishop Paul
for the collective good of the diocese

Faith and works

it to good use
throughout the diocese
 Preservation of your capital
making sure your initial
sum of money is not lost
 Income return on your capital
getting a cash %
return on your money
 Growth of your capital
growing the value of
your initial investment
The 21st century has developed into
an era of steadily declining interest
rates to the extent that fixed-term
interest rate financial products (like
bank deposits) don’t provide very high
returns. It’s a significant topic as to why
this is so. Regardless, the reality is that
many people are now looking for better
income returns but are struggling to find
it in this low-yield environment. In turn,
they are taking on higher levels of risk
to preserve their incomes. Sometimes
this is without consideration of the risk
of losing their capital.
It also means that the difference
between a high return on a cash
deposit and a low return is in real
terms negligible, so the merit is in
retaining preservation of capital. If the
preservation of capital is your main goal

then the CDF (Catholic Development
Fund) represents a secure choice.
Coupled with the knowledge that
your ‘golden goose’ is laying ‘golden
eggs’ that can be put to use to support
the great causes our diocese delivers
on our behalf - in turn helping to
strengthen our Catholic community.

Further information
Contact Melanie Perry
CDF Administrator
0800 40 FUND (0800 40 3863)
cdf@cdoc.nz
www.cdf.org.nz

The CDF’s role is to help the diocese
Sacrificial returns are pooled enabling
the diocese to carry out its pastoral
plan via loans for catholic schools and
organisations, funding for Catholic
Social Services, the Catholic Youth
Team, work undertaken by tertiary,
hospital, and prison chaplains.

Account benefits
 Help - strengthen our
catholic community
 Secure - 100% guarantee
by the Bishop of Christchurch
 Financial - interest paid,
no fees or charges
 Flexible - make lump sum
deposits or save regularly
 Support - freephone,
CDF Online or face-to-face

Investing in the CDF enables projects like the new
Fourvière building at Catholic Cathedral College
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A mostly intact stained glass window of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament remained visible
through a window frame after the February earthquakes.
Photography © Peter Fleming

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.
V. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
R. And You shall renew the face of the earth.
O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful,
grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations,
Through Christ Our Lord,
Amen.
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