
Publication of the catholic
Diocese of christchurch

Issue 125 - Christmas 2020

Fr Tang Phan
a much anTiciPaTed 
OrdinaTiOn
(page 18)

FaTher Kevin clarK, riP (page 7)    15Th anniversary OF The JOhn Paul ii cenTre FOr liFe (page 10)

re-OPening OF sacred hearT Basilica (page 16)    celeBraTing JuBilaTe 2020 (page 30)



2

It is hard to know where to start as we say farewell to 2020 and prepare for the coming year. 
In the liturgical life of the Church, we have already done this and we are in the preparatory 

stages of getting ready for Christmas. Yet in our secular calendar, we are in the process of 
farewelling a year that we will never forget, even if we would prefer to do so.

Peace be with you as we prepare to celebrate again the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

From Our Bishop

We are not in control
In looking back over this year, there 
have been many moments which have 
reminded us that we are not in control 
of our own destiny. The Covid-19 virus 
reminds us that life and death are at 
the very heart of our existence. We 
may like to think that we are in control, 
but nature has a way of reminding us 
that isn’t the case. We may be able to 
create a vaccine to protect against this 
virus, but other viruses will appear in 
future. The temptation is to think we are 
masters of this world, when in fact we 
are not. This world, created by God, has 
surprises for us that we never expect, 
some wonderful, others not so much. 
That is the reality of life: there are both 
great wonders and great sufferings, 
all are part of the plan for each of us. 
It is when we deny these realities, or 
try to eliminate them, that we fall into 
the trap of seeing ourselves as gods. 
How often do things then fall apart 
for us. Eventually the realisation that 
we cannot be in control becomes too 
much and we frantically look for other 
gods to replace the one true God.

royal commission
As I write this, the Royal Commission 
of Inquiry into Abuse in Aotearoa has 
begun its faith based redress public 
hearings, which includes the Catholic 
Church, and where some survivors 
of abuse in faith-based care are 
giving evidence.  Before the Royal 
Commission was instigated, the New 
Zealand Bishops and congregational 
leaders petitioned the government 
for the church to be included as part 
of the Royal Commission, saying 
that “Abuse in the Church must be 
examined, understood, acknowledged 
and addressed so that the voice of 
victims, who were often silenced, may 
be heard… we deeply regret every 
instance of abuse and welcome this 
Royal Commission as an opportunity for 
survivors to be heard and for all parties 
involved to continue the healing and 
transformation process.”

This could be a painful time for many; 
firstly for the victims of abuse for 
whom some members of the church 
have failed in the past - we keep those 

who have suffered in our prayers as 
they share their stories.  It will be a 
difficult time for our priests and for you 
as parishioners as stories are shared 
of those in leadership roles within the 
church failing those in their care.  If 
you have questions or need to speak 
to someone I invite you to speak to a 
priest in your parish, a pastoral staff 
member, Catholic Social Services 
(03 379 0012) or phone Cathedral House 
(03 366 9869).

Our vision is for a safe church for 
children and vulnerable adults and I 
want to assure you I am committed 
to this as we continue to strengthen 
safeguarding within our parishes and 
communities.

If you have a concern or complaint of 
abuse involving someone within the 
Church you can call the National Office 
of Professional Standards 0800 114 
622 or email prof.standards@nzcbc.
org.nz.

Please pray for all involved, that we 
will be a Church which brings peace 
and kindness into the lives of all, 
especially those who have been hurt 
when they should have been safe and 
cared for.

Confirmation - Christchurch West - St Thomas
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respecting life
This year has seen our society sadly 
embrace a culture of death on two 
fronts. The decriminalisation of abortion 
and the allowing of euthanasia for 
those who are terminally ill are both 
decisions that will have significant 
ramifications for our society. Strangely 
enough, those supporting these 
actions think they are being kind 
and compassionate or defending 
the rights of individuals. In fact, both 
these actions undermine the very 
foundations of our society in caring 
for those who are the most vulnerable 
and for keeping people free from the 
pressure of having to make choices 
which, in the end, are not what it is to 
be fully human. As followers of Christ, 
we must continue to speak of the 
sanctity of life and encourage people 
to respect every life. We must show by 
our actions that suffering, while difficult, 
is part of human existence and has an 
important part to play in the dynamic 
of a life lived from God’s plan, not our 
own. We must not lose our confidence 
when speaking and witnessing to 
truths which many do not hold. I 
acknowledge those who worked hard 
leading up to the election and the End 
of Life Act Referendum and for your 
efforts in advocating for a culture of life. 

Confirmation - Christchurch West - St Thomas Confirmation - Chch North - St Gregory’s

Confirmation - Chch North - St Matthew’s

Confirmation - Chch Central - St Mary’s

First Holy Communion - Greymouth Parish
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Our Faith, Our Future
For our diocese this year also has 
marked the embracing of the Our 
Faith, Our Future plan of renewal. We 
know and experience that so many 
do not find in our Church and parish 
communities, places they want to be. 
The culture of our world seems to 
be toxic to the things of faith, which 
makes it more difficult to allow the 
Good News to be proclaimed. We also 
have to look again at what we do, how 
we do it, and what sort of example 
we are giving as followers of Christ. 
The Church has always been made 
up of a variety of people whose faith 
experience and conviction covers a 
wide spectrum. We want to be a place 
where all are welcome. We also need 
to look at ourselves and see what 
we are doing and whether there are 
things that need to be developed to 
more effectively radiate the joy of the 
Gospel and witness to the Good News.

This reality has meant that in the 
greater Christchurch area, we have 
created new parishes from existing 
ones. These parishes came into 
existence at Pentecost and we have 
spent the second half of the year 
beginning the journey of working out 
how they might operate. It involves 
the forming of new communities, 
getting to know one another, being 
willing to let go of how things may 
have been done in the past. This is a 
long process, it doesn’t just happen 

overnight. Yet it must start to happen 
if we are to be true to our calling as 
Christ’s disciples. It has been very 
encouraging to hear of the first steps 
being taken in these parishes and in 
the formation of leadership teams

This renewal is for all the diocese, 
not just places with new parishes. 
In some ways it is more difficult for 
those parishes where no structural 
changes have occurred because the 
temptation is to think this renewal 
doesn’t apply to them. It is essential 
that our priests, leaders, and people 
in our parishes, schools and other 
groups become open to the call for 
renewal, to look again at what is done 
and why and how and to see where 
we are missing out on connecting with 
those people who have yet to hear the 
Good News, or who may have heard it 
and walked away. There is no point in 
proclaiming the Good News to people 
if there is not a strong community to 
bring them to. That is why we need to 
look at what we are doing, not just on 
Sunday but all days of the week, in our 
faith and communal lives.

Focusing Our Priorities
To help prioritise our efforts and 
energies, there are three words which 
you will begin to hear mentioned 
a lot: Growing, Strengthening, and 
Proclaiming. These words will lie at 
the foundation of our diocesan life 
and priorities.

Firstly, how are we GROWING IN 
HOLINESS. If you and I are to reach 
our God given potential, then we are 
called to become holy. Our Church 
communities will be looking at what 
we need to do to help people to grow 
in holiness. If I don’t fall in love with 
Jesus Christ and desire to become holy, 
then I won’t have the conviction to tell 
anyone else about it either. Our parishes, 
schools, and organisations need to 
be focused on helping us grow in 
holiness.

Secondly, how are we 
STRENGTHENING OUR FAITH 
COMMUNITY. Coming together as 
people of faith is an essential part of 
being a follower of Christ. The Church 
is made up of many communities who 
meet together to praise God, receive 
his grace and strength, especially 
through the Sacraments, and care 
for one another. We need strong faith 
communities if we are to survive and 
have a place to bring people who are 
searching. This is the second focus of 
our renewal.

Thirdly, how are we PROCLAIMING 
THE GOOD NEWS of Christ to the 
people in our area. This is the call to 
evangelisation. We have generally 
been rather timid in this area I suspect. 
The call of Jesus is to spread his 
message to all peoples. This is part 
of our baptismal calling. We need 
to look at how we do this and how 
we can help people become more 
confident in this mission. Our Church 
is missionary and this is what it means, 
so we need to get on with it. We are 
not a therapeutic group just caring for 
one another.

So as we come to the end of one year 
and look forward in hope to a new 
year, these are to be the yardsticks 
for measuring what we do in our 
parishes, schools, and other groups 
and organisations. It is an exciting 
adventure and challenge. We want 
to be alive with the Holy Spirit. Our 
world so desperately needs to hear 
this Good News and it needs to hear it 

BishOP’s OFFice

Confirmation - Greymouth - St Patrick’s

Confirmation - Christchurch West

First Holy Communion - Selwyn Parish
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In November, Timaru saw the Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart reopen and the 
joint project between the Holy Family 
Parish and Roncalli College also 
open. It was a great event. The parish 
fundraising campaign was excellent 
in Timaru, delivering $1.9m to date 
(the target was $1.6m) and the build 
programme was very well received 
by the local community. Timaru is 
a great example of a complicated 
project which set out clear goals and 
then met them. It was not easy. At 
the beginning, it is hard to foresee 
what lies ahead, but we trusted the 
specialists we had working on this 
project, whether it was our Property 
Office on the building project or 
AskRight on the fundraising campaign. 
It has been arguably our most 
successful overall project so far. You 
cannot do this without the leadership 
of the priest, Fr Brian Fennessy and 
his team led by Gary Shand and 
Jim Anderson. Every parish needs 
dedicated people like Gary and Jim. To 
be successful, we do need that local 
support and drive as it is there that the 
real work happens.

Our fundraising is finishing off the 
year strongly. We recently signed up 
a cornerstone donor for the Cathedral 
campaign which will be announced 
soon and as part of that, we received 

Our Parish Campaigns are now approaching $9m in official pledges out of the $9m of Parish campaigns 
completed and our overall targeted goal of $15m. The Cathedral Campaign is already at the $11m mark in official 
pledges out of the goal of $30m. The diocese is now approaching the $20m mark in total fundraising pledges! 
Our Parish and Cathedral campaigns are on target.

FrOm Our diOcesan general manager
 - Andy Doherty

$1.25m in cash for this campaign. 
Within the same week we received 
a grant for $350,000 for the Opihi 
parish and its campaign has now 
gone past the $900,000 mark. We are 
right on target to break $1m which is 
a massive achievement in a year like 
2020. The following week we received 
confirmation of a new gift for $1m for 
the Cathedral. So, while at times it may 
feel like there is not much happening, 
behind the scenes there is a mountain 
of work going on: cultivating, writing, 
positioning, and then asking for 
support, and we are seeing the benefit 
of this work.

We are now approaching the $20m 
pledge mark for our Parish and 
Cathedral campaigns - a mighty 
achievement!

Bequests
We are now working with 500 people 
who are considering bequests to 
the diocese. This is an outstanding 
achievement and one that will only 
grow as we tell the story of the bishop, 
and the work he wants to carry out 
for the diocese. I foresee bequests 
as being a major part of our future 
funding and especially as we come 
out of this major rebuild programme. 
Our future income is always on our 
minds. While we now have huge 

assignments in front of us, we also 
have to be mindful of what comes next 
and it is through greater participation 
with bequests that the bishop’s future 
work will be financially sustainable.

Every gift in every will makes a difference
As we move toward Christmas and 
the time of reflection it offers, I want to 
thank all the volunteers who helped 
make this year successful, whether 
they were in Sockburn, Riccarton, 
Mairehau, or South Canterbury. To 
achieve what we have takes a mind 
shift, a mountain of work, and often 
working outside our comfort zones.

Five years ago, when I first began in 
my role in the diocese, we began this 
fundraising journey. It was a brave 
decision to go down this path and I was 
fortunate to join with this initiative as it 
began. I was always confident we would 
get there. I have never doubted we will 
get there. Now when you see numbers 
like $20m becoming a reality, we know 
we are on the right path for success.

Our mission will continue on past 
these campaigns. Our bequest 
programme will be given more 
emphasis as we move through our 10 
year plan and beyond.

Special thanks to all of our volunteers, 
donors and future donors!

from people for whom this relationship 
with God is central to a life of deep 
peace and joy. That is, you and me.

Please continue to pray the Prayer to 
the Holy Spirit for our diocese and all 
that we are undertaking. This is God’s 
work we are doing and we need all the 
graces and strength necessary to stay 
the course.

Thanks
Thank you to all those who have 
contributed to the life of our diocese 
this year. I do hope you have a sense 

that we are working to bring about 
the kingdom of God in our land. There 
have been some difficult decisions 
and actions taken this year and I hope 
that you have the confidence in those 
making these decisions that they were 
not taken lightly and that much prayer 
and reflection went into them. It hasn’t 
been easy for anyone but that is often 
the nature of life and growth.

As we approach Christmas, please 
look out for those who are in need 
materially and provide them with 
support. Remember too, those who 
may be lonely or isolated or not able 

to be with their family this Christmas 
and welcome them into your own 
homes.

May God bless you and your families 
as you celebrate again the great 
mystery of God coming to us in the 
person of Jesus Christ.

Yours in Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM
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issue 125 - christmas 2020

Nga mihi nui
from the editorial desk

Welcome to Inform Issue 125, our 
Advent edition. My thanks to all 
who submitted stories to Inform in 
2020. You gave us a great insight 
into what goes on around the 
diocese, particularly in our smaller 
centres. You shared many spiritual 
insights as we all worked through 
the many challenges of Covid-19.

Inform Issue 125 looks back over 
the last three months of Catholic 
life in our diocese. We give thanks 
for the life and ministry of Fr Kevin 
Clark. We mark the 15th anniversary 
of the John Paul II Centre for Life. 
After several cancelations, we 
recall the ordination of Fr Tang 
Anthony Phan. We capture the 
joy of Jubilate 2020, our diocesan 
Catholic schools’ choral festival.

Let us give thanks for all the 
blessings and challenges of 2020 
and prepare for the coming of our 
Lord at Christmas and at the end 
of time. “Maranatha, come Lord 
Jesus.”

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

JJSTEEL.CO.NZPhone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz   frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ

The National Office for Professional 
Standards (NOPS) is working hard 
to foster a culture of safeguarding 
in every aspect of our Church life 
through training, information and 
support that acknowledges and 
upholds the dignity of everyone. This 
is why we have safeguarding officers in 
each of our six dioceses; to work with 
everyone to prevent harm and abuse 
happening.

The Safeguarding Officer for 
Christchurch is:
Clodagh Ward 
CWard@cdoc.nz

The National Safeguarding Lead 
at NOPS is:
Pamela Arthurs 
safeguarding@nzcbc.org.nz

You are most welcome to contact 
them regarding any advice or help you 
may need regarding safeguarding in 
our church.

NOPS has recently updated its 
website, so if you've not looked at 
it for a while, you'll see a different 
look about it which we hope makes 
it easier to find what you're looking 
for and to make clearer the five 
Safeguarding Culture Standards that 
underpin safeguarding in our Church. 
Lots of information, including an 
abuse reporting form and a list of the 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officers is 
available on the website: 
www.safeguarding.catholic.org.nz.

Safeguarding in the Catholic Church 
 - National Office for Professional Standards

National Office for
Professional Standards
The Catholic Church in Aotearoa New Zealand

Safeguarding everyone in our Church - especially our vulnerable adults, 
young people, and children - is a priority. Our Church has zero tolerance 
for abuse and harm. 

“safeguarding 
everyone in our 
church is a priority. 
Our church has 
zero tolerance for 
abuse and harm.”
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Our mission
After seven years of prayer, a small group set up the Family 
Life Centre in 2005 with financial help from the Little 
Company of Mary. We hoped to create a house of love, 
a place to witness to the dignity of every human life, to 
assist pregnant women who are facing difficulties, to build 
up faith, strengthen marriages and uphold families as the 
"sanctuary of life". Our mission was - in a nutshell - to build 
up a Culture of Life, Truth and Love, one person at a time.

Our impetus came from St John Paul II's 1995 encyclical 
"The Gospel of Life", which called for Centres of Life 
throughout the world to accompany pregnant women, 
to help them "discover new hope", and to give them 
"assistance and support in overcoming hardship and the 
fear of accepting a newly conceived life or life which has 
just come into the world." (E88). We passionately believe, 
along with Pope John Paul II, that no pregnant woman 
should have to face her challenges alone.

The Pregnancy Centre side of our mission is the most 
well - known aspect of our work. Our services include 
free pregnancy tests, information, advocacy and referrals, 
ongoing support, practical help (such as baby and maternity 
clothing, nursery items), and our newly established Mothers 
Groups. Great delight fills the JPII Centre whenever "our" 
mothers visit with their babies, especially when they have 
overcome great challenges in order to bring this new life 
into the world. We frequently experience God's great love in 
His miraculous answers to our urgent prayers and petitions 
for our mothers.

Other Services We Offer
When perinatal tests indicate a life - limiting or adverse 
diagnosis for an unborn child, the parents are usually 
under great pressure to end their pregnancy immediately. 
These tests sometimes return a false diagnosis and cause 
deep heartache. We walk alongside families, giving much 
needed support, information and advocacy.

Couples who have lost a baby through miscarriage are 
close to our hearts, along with those who have chosen to 
end their pregnancy through fear or pressure, and later 
experience remorse and post abortion trauma. We journey 
with them to find hope and healing, confident that Our Lord 
is unfailing in his tenderness and mercy when people turn 
to him with a broken and contrite heart.

Couples who wish to manage their fertility naturally, and in 
a way that respects the dignity of marriage and human life, 
can learn the Billings Ovulation Method from experienced 
teachers at the John Paul II Centre. We especially stand 
in solidarity with couples who are longing for a child but 
experience the immense sadness of infertility. We can 
help them access expert medical help to find and treat 
(if possible) the cause through restorative reproductive 
medicine and to increase their chances of natural 
conception.

As our culture increasingly extinguishes the sense of God, 
the meaning of love and identity is distorted and the notion 
of marriage impoverished. Young Catholics, in particular, 
are faced with conflicting and confusing life choices 
around sexuality and relationships. Through our Joy - 
Filled Marriage Preparation seminar for engaged couples 
and Theology of the Body courses for teens and young 
adults, we equip people with an engaging and authentic 
vision of the human person, marriage and love, based on 
Sacred Scripture. We also provide proven resources for 
people who wish to break free of sexual addictions such as 
pornography.

an invitation to join our Prayer network
We welcome your daily prayers, Rosary, the offering 
of Masses and your hidden suffering for this mission of 
protecting life and helping families. Please consider joining 
our Urgent Prayer Network for special intentions, sent by 
email. Phone us or check it out on our website. You will also 
find a selection of beautiful pro life prayers on our website 
Prayer page.

The John Paul II Centre for Life is celebrating 15 years of outreach in the Christchurch Diocese. From small 
beginnings, this ministry has blossomed thanks to the generous efforts of countless supporters, dedicated staff, 
and volunteers. To all who have helped in any way, we wish to express deep gratitude.

Find out more about the 
John Paul ii centre for life
We invite you to peruse our websites:  
jp2.org.nz and pregnancycentre.org.nz

You can sign up for newsletters, 
make donations and find resources 
for families on the JPII site.

Keep abreast of events and news 
through our facebook pages 
facebook.com/jp2centre and 
facebook.com/0508HERE4U.
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Pregnant?  Worried?
We are here to help

•	Free,	caring	and	confidential	help
•	Pregnancy	tests
•	Full	information	on	your	options
•	Practical	help	and	support
•	Baby	loss	and	post-abortion	support
•	Natural	fertility	awareness

www.pregnancycentre.org.nz www.facebook.com/0508HERE4U
03	351	3227	or	0508	437	348

JPii cenTre FOr liFe

Our History

Seven years of prayer for a Life Centre

Nov - Family Life Centre opens in Browns Road

Offer Restorative Reproductive Medicine 
pathway for low - fertility couples

Mothers’ Groups begin

Sponsored women to Rachel's 
Vineyard Post Abortion retreat

First Dio Date Night

First Race Night Fundraiser

Marriage Preparation courses offered
Catholic Family Camps begin

November - The Children's Garden 
of Remembrance opens

Oct - John Paul II Centre for Life 
Charitable Trust established

Post Abortion training/resources for priests

Book of Life memorial established
First Family Candlelight Prayer Vigil

Bishop John Cunneen Lectures begin
Theology of the Body seminars begin
Marriage Enrichment retreats begin
Education courses for young adults begin

Oct - Bishop Barry Jones 
opens refurbished Centre

Nov - Moved to 88 Idris Road. 
Renamed: The John Paul II Centre for Life 
Formally recognised as Diocesan service

First volunteers trained
Tuition in natural fertility management (Billings)
Resource library established
Post abortion counselling offered
Prayer Vigils for Life held

12 Dec - Opening Mass 
with Bishop John Cunneen

2006

2005

2007

2008

2008

2011

2012

2013

2014

2019

2020

Become a volunteer at the John Paul ii centre for life
Our volunteers fill the house with laughter and carry out 
vital roles at the Centre, sharing their gifts and time in 
various ways: sorting baby clothing, supporting mothers, 
gardening and cleaning, data entry, teaching courses, 
assisting with fundraising and functions. If you identify with 
this mission and have some time to spare, then we are sure 
to have a role for you. Please call Maria on 03 351 3225 or 
email info@jp2.org.nz.

raff le results
Special thanks to our individual and corporate Raffle 
Sponsors and all who purchased tickets in support of the 
John Paul II Centre.

Corporate Sponsors: Carlton Bar and Restaurant; Ilam New 
World; 5th Street Restaurant; The Meadows Villa B&B; 
Twisted Ngaio B&B; Kathmandu; Tudor Foods; Christchurch 
Casino; Nelson Cycle Hire; Home Trends Builders.

raff le Winners drawn by Bishop Paul
JPII Jumbo numbers: 104, 149, 63, 24, 115, 155, 126, 109, 08, 
96, 221, 158, 29, 240, 295, 216, 128, 15, 04, 251.

Pamper Hamper numbers: 347, 201, 582, 602,105, 57, 323.

We are here to help
As we journey through Advent our gaze is fixed on a babe 
whose coming was longed for through the ages, yet who 
came to us through an unexpected pregnancy.

At this time we hold especially in our hearts and our prayers
 � women who have had an unexpected pregnancy 

that led to personal and family upheavals
 � anyone who has lost a child, at any stage of 

pregnancy or after birth
 � couples who have longed for a child, and whose 

longing is yet unfulfilled
 � women who are carrying a child while bearing 

grave fears for their health

To all of you who are immersed in loss or tribulation, we 
extend our loving care.

We pray, that in surrendering your problems, your desires 
and your pain to the Lord who is the Lover of Life, you will 
experience His tender care, and be filled with hope.

Please do contact us if you need someone to talk to, if you 
would like personal prayer, or if we can help in a practical way.

The team at the John Paul II Centre for Life.
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“ 
At one point I was 

going to go through with 
an abortion because 
everything was going wrong 
in my life and it was just 
too hard... There were many 
days when I felt totally 
overwhelmed. I really felt 
like the Pregnancy Centre 
Support Worker gave me a 
stable platform. She did not 
judge me, and I never felt 
like I was under pressure to 
keep my baby. She really 
went out of her way to 
support me in every aspect 
of my life. The Pregnancy 
Centre has been for me a 
safe place, providing on - 
going support and great 
emotional support, even 
after the birth. To know I 
have that support means 
everything. My advice 
to other women with an 
unexpected pregnancy is 
this: If I can get through 
this, though it was tough, 
anyone can. The Pregnancy 
Centre team want to see 
women thrive.”...
“  Whenever I have 
visited the Centre, I leave 
feeling so good. There 
were days I walked in and 
felt so hopeless...but the 
uplifting spirit of everyone 
at the Centre makes me 
hopeful.”

Our Beautiful
Mothers

Speak Out...

The parish had amalgamated with 

Bryndwr some years ago and their 

Church of Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help had to be demolished after the 

Canterbury Earthquakes. For some 

time now the school has hosted a 

weekly Mass in its library.

St Albans Catholic is the first of our 

schools to have a newly built chapel 

where a parish church is no longer 

adjacent to the school. Students took 

part in the consecration of the chapel 
following the Rite of Dedication of a 
church. Two days later the first Mass 
was offered in the chapel for local 
Catholics and the senior students of 
the school. Students are encouraged 
to make a visit to the chapel each 
day for a time of prayer or to simply 
greet Our Lord. More of our schools 
will be building chapels as parishes 
are realigned in accordance with the 
Bishop's pastoral plan.

A New Spiritual Home
On 14 October, students, staff, and the school community of St Albans 
Catholic school celebrated the opening of their new chapel. 
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“students are encouraged to make a visit to the chapel 
each day for a time of prayer or to simply greet Our lord.”
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Fr Tang’s ordination had to be 

rescheduled four times due to the 

different lockdowns the country 

underwent this year. The closure of the 

borders also meant Fr Tang’s family, 

with the exception of his brother who 

is also studying to be a priest for our 

diocese, could not be present at the 

ordination at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 

on 10 October.

Bishop Paul began Mass with the 

Sign of the Cross in Vietnamese, in 

recognition of Fr Tang’s heritage. “It 

is unfortunate that Deacon Tang’s 

family are not able to be with us here 

physically, but we are united in prayer 

and in our faith in Jesus Christ and his 

love for the Church,” Bishop Paul said. 

“While there might be barriers due 

to language, there are none when it 

comes to sharing in the liturgy of the 

Church. I want you to know that you in 

Vietnam are very much in our thoughts 

and present to us, and we know that 

we are united in our joy of seeing this 

man, your son, our brother and friend, 

ordained a priest of the Church for our 

diocese of Christchurch.”

The Mass was celebrated mostly in 

English and, at times, was translated 

into Vietnamese. Some of the songs 

were also sung in Vietnamese and 

were led by a Vietnamese choir. 

A choir of around 30 was also 

assembled, with choristers drawn from 

Waimakariri, the Cathedral, Burnside, 

Bryndwr and Papanui.

In his homily, Bishop Paul noted how 

Jesus, in the Gospel, requested that 

the people ask God for more labourers 

to help in the harvest.

“Tang has responded to this call, this 

request of God, to be a shepherd. In 

doing so, he embraces all the beauty 

that is the priesthood and all that it 

demands of someone. For to become 

St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, 10 October 2020
Vietnamese deacon Anthony Tang Dinh Phan was finally ordained to the 
priesthood, as Christchurch Bishop Paul called on him to be “configured in 
Christ” and “grow into holiness”.
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a priest is to be configured to Christ as 

teacher, priest and shepherd,” he said.

He reminded Fr Tang that commitment 

to Jesus means developing “a deep 

and personal life of prayer”.

Bishop Paul said that, through the 

sacraments carried out by the 

priest, “Christ is made present at 

key moments in the faith life of the 

Christian person. What we do as 

priests should transform us to become 

more fully and perfectly into the one 

who works through us”.

Referencing St Paul’s Letter to the 

Ephesians, Bishop Paul said that 

building up the body of the Church 

is the key part in the life of the priest, 

“for the Church as the body of Christ 

is where the priest is grounded, and 

from which he goes out to people”.

“Your call is to be with your people, 

not removed from them. And you will 

spend your years as a priest working 

out what this means, what this feels 

like. And if you do it well, you will be 

deeply loved by those you serve. And 

you will, in turn, grow in your own 

holiness, which will bring others to 

Christ to whom you are configured,” 

he said. Bishop Paul, at the start of his 

homily, joked that he had “blown the 

cobwebs off” to see if he still agreed 

with what he’d written before.

After the Rite of Ordination, Fr Tang 

laid flowers before the image of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, and prayed for a 

few minutes.

Bishop Paul again thanked Fr Tang’s 

parents, Holy Cross rector Fr Brendan 

Ward, and the staff of the seminary 

and all those who were involved in the 

formation of Fr Tang.

Article prepared with 

assistance from NZ Catholic

“What we do as priests 
should transform us to become 

more fully and perfectly into 
the one who works through us”
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For it is in the family that a person 
first encounters Jesus Christ and 
learns to love him. It is in the family, 
the domestic church, that example is 
given of what faith looks and feels and 
tastes like. It is in the faith practice of 
the family that a person learns of the 
gifts and fruits of the Catholic faith life, 
and that in turn leads to an openness 
to hear God’s call to each of us. This 
is why we honour and thank Deacon 
Tang’s family this day for all that they 
have done in building the foundations 
upon which Tang could respond to 
God’s call to him.

In the Gospel we heard of Jesus 
moving through the towns and 
villages proclaiming the Good News 
of the kingdom and curing people. 
And his heart was moved and he felt 
sorry for them for they were harassed 
and dejected. Here was Jesus with the 
truth that would set them free, with 

the power of healing, and yet he could 
not do it alone. He needs shepherds to 
go out with him to the harvest. And he 
instructed the people to ask the Lord 
of the harvest to send out labourers, 
to be Christ to others. What a powerful 
reality for us to reflect upon this day 
as we gather for the ordination to the 
priesthood of this man, Tang Phan.

For Tang has responded to this 
request of God to be a shepherd. And 
in doing so he embraces all the beauty 
that is the priesthood, and all that it 
demands of someone. For to become 
a priest is to become configured to 
Christ as Teacher, Priest and Shepherd. 
And any priest who takes on this most 
privileged of roles is aware of his 
own limitations, sinfulness and how 
unworthy he is to be Christ to others. 
Yet God in his generosity allows the 
priest to be the instrument of his 
divine grace despite his own personal 

weaknesses or failings. It is a sign 
of God’s deepest desire to give his 
people all they need for sake of their 
personal sanctification and in order to 
be his witnesses in the world.

In accepting the call to become a 
priest Tang and all priests commit 
themselves to a way of living the 
Gospel which shapes all aspects of 
their life. Firstly it is a commitment to 
place Christ at the very heart of what 
they do. This means developing a 
deep and personal life of prayer and 
communication with God. It means 
praying with the scriptures, praying 
for the people of the church every day 
through the divine office, experiencing 
the reality of the sacraments in his 
own life, and especially celebrating 
the Eucharist for the people of God 
so they may be fed with the eternal 
food which fulfils the hunger at the 
very heart of who we are. In the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation the 
priest experiences God’s mercy and 
forgiveness of his own sins and then 
in turn is the one who transmits God’s 
mercy and grace to those who come 
for the same Sacrament. In Baptism 
the priest welcomes people into the 
life of Christ and the Church, and 
through the other Sacraments Christ 
is made present at key moments in 
the life of the Christian person. What 
we do as priests should transform us 
to become more fully and perfectly 
into the one who works through us. 
Any priest who is growing in holiness 
and becoming more fully Christ will 
be conscious of the enormity of this 
calling and also the true privilege it is 
to be this to others.

St Paul in writing to the Ephesians 

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005

Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz 0800 555 553

What a wonderful day for us here in our diocese of Christchurch as we finally gather for 
the ordination of our brother Tang Phan. And not only for us but also for Deacon Tang’s 

family in Vietnam, who unfortunately can’t be with us physically but are united with us in 
prayer and also hopefully, through the wonders of technology, are with us virtually. 

homily given at Ordination 
of deacon Tang by Bishop Paul
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speaks of the need to build up the 
body of Christ, the Church, and to 
work for its unity in the Spirit. He 
reminds the community that those 
in the community have different gifts 
bestowed on them and the call of 
the Christian is to discern, along with 
the community, what his or her gifts 
may be within the life of the Christian 
community. All of this is to build up the 
body of Christ here on earth so that 
we may be ready to experience its 
fullness in heaven. This is a key part of 
the life of the priest. For the Church, as 
the body of Christ, is where the priest 
is grounded and from which he goes 
out to the people. All people of faith 
are called to love the Church deeply 
and the priest has a special part in 
this as he shares in the priesthood of 
his Bishop, having the responsibility 
to preach the Gospel, sustain God’s 
people, and preside at rites of worship, 
above all the celebration of the Lord’s 
sacrifice, the Eucharist. This lies at the 
very heart of the life of the priest. For 
there are many others who are called 
to do a variety of other tasks and roles 
in the Church, but the priest is the 
one who makes Christ present in the 
Eucharist and the Sacraments and this 
reality must shape who he becomes 
and how he acts. The priest is primarily 
called to be the man of the Spirit, the 
one who helps people in their spiritual 
journey, and this is to be his prime 
concern and area of focus.

Tang you are being ordained a priest 
for the 21st century life of the Church. 
The fundamentals of this have never 
changed - you are to be a teacher 
of the truth of the Gospel and the 
teachings of the Church, you are to 

be the one who offers the sacrifice of 
the Mass on behalf of the Christian 
community, and you are called to walk 
with the faithful to encourage, exhort, 
support and enable them to grow 
to become saints, men and women 
who are whole and holy. Pope Francis 
wants you to know and be with your 
people so much that you smell like 
them - the shepherd should have the 
smell of his sheep. Your call is to be 
with your people, not removed from 
them. You will spend your years as a 
priest working out what this means, 
what this feels like, and if you do it 
well you will be deeply loved by those 
who you serve, and you will in turn 
grow in your own holiness, which will 
bring others to Christ to whom you are 
configured.

Tang, in coming to this moment today 
you have said yes to God, responded 
to the call of the people to God to 

send labourers to the harvest. And 
you have taken seriously the call of 
the Lord to leave your family behind 
for the sake of the kingdom, for you 
are to be a priest of this diocese of 
Christchurch, New Zealand. We are 
deeply grateful for your generosity 
in taking up this call. We have some 
sense of what this sacrifice means 
for you in being so far from your own 
country, but you are making this 
diocese your home, and for this we 
are truly delighted and committed to 
caring for you as a son of this place.

May your life and ministry as a priest 
be blessed by the Lord. May you 
grow in personal holiness, become 
configured fully to Christ who you will 
make present to others, and may the 
words of the Lord be in your heart and 
ears when you finally meet him face 
to face, ‘well done good and faithful 
servant’.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.
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What better way to mark its re-opening 
than for there to be an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit as Bishop Paul Martin 
confirmed 31 candidates. On behalf 
of Pope Francis, he also bestowed 
papal awards on Val Ponsonby, Teresa 
Scott, Jim Anderson, and Bernard 
Feely, all of whom have served in a 
variety of ministries in the parish over 
the past 40 years. At the conclusion of 
Mass, everyone moved outside for the 
blessing of the new Roncalli College 
and Parish complex.

This day was long anticipated by 
all parishioners and the wider local 
community. The Basilica is one of the 
principal landmarks in Timaru and there 
is always someone calling in to pray or 
visit. Through its beauty and presence, 
may this building and all that takes 
place within it, continue to bear witness 
to our faith and be a place of outreach 
and care to all God’s people.

arOund The Parishes

Celebrating the Re-opening of a Principal Church
A full church celebrated the re-opening of the Petre-designed Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Timaru on 
8 November. This basilica, one of New Zealand’s most beautiful Catholic churches, had been closed for 
earthquake strengthening over 22 months.

The Runanga Church was closed on the 9th of August. A prayer 
service was held outside the church which was presided over 
by the last priest of Runanga, Fr Peter Farrant. It was really 
moving and a time for people to share their memories.
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Recognising New Zealand’s Southernmost Priest
On 16 October, Fr Dan Doyle was presented with a Civic Award by the Mayor 
of Christchurch, Lianne Dalziel, at an annual function to open the Summer 
Antarctic Programme.

Fr Doyle has been a regular visitor to McMurdo Base since the mid-1980’s. 
In recent years he was the convenor of the Christchurch Diocesan Antarctic 
Ministry. The Award was in ‘recognition of his significant contribution to the 
Christchurch and New Zealand Antarctic Community’.

Lincoln Catholic Church 
wins Green Star Award

Andrew Eagles, Chief Executive - New Zealand Green 
Building Council, congratulated the Lincoln parish and 
Christchurch diocese on showing leadership in green 
building. Bishop Paul said that the quest for a Green Star 
rating was diocesan wide. “We want all new churches to 
be Green Star rated, which is a great philosophy requiring 
a steep learning curve to understand and implement. 
This approach means that both materials and procedures 
ensure the design, construction and now operation of 
the church are done in a more sustainable, efficient and 
productive way. We learnt much when we built St Mary’s 
Church in New Brighton, which also received a 4 Green 
Star rating, so we were able to use the same guidelines. 
The new Marian College school is also being built to these 
specifications,” he said.

The new St Patrick’s Church has a capacity for 
approximately 200 people and adjoins the existing parish 
centre, which was not destroyed in the earthquakes. Tim 
Hogan, from the Parish Building Committee, said that the 
brief given to the architect was for timber to feature both 
inside and out. “With its lower carbon footprint compared 
with steel and concrete, this reflected a parish and wider 
Lincoln community concern about sustainability. The 
Green Star rating criteria was communicated from the 
design team to the parish from the outset and this was 
reflected in collective decisions on issues such as building 
systems, materials, and landscaping. The result is a 
beautiful church, great use of natural light, plus energy-
efficient lighting and heating systems,” he said.

Also helping increase the efficiency of the site was the 
ability to move the church from its previous footprint and 
rebuild on the other side of the community centre, thus 
allowing for a far better integration of the two buildings. 
Parish Council chair, Tricia Smith, said that the whole 
community was benefitting from the new church. “Already 
we have had funerals, Diocesan Catholic Women’s League 
Masses, Reflection days, and a Liturgy with our Anglican 
neighbours. Lincoln Community Care brought some of the 
Lincoln elderly through for a visit, a group from Halswell 
came, and also members from the Union Church. I have 
only heard positive remarks about the church as being 
beautiful with a feeling of warmth,” she said.

For more information on the Green Star awards, 
contact Diocesan General Manager on 03 366 9869 
or at adoherty@cdoc.nz.

St Patrick's Catholic Church in Lincoln has been 
awarded a 4 Green Star - Custom Design Certified 
Rating. Only opened last year, having been rebuilt 
following the demolition of the old church as a result 
of the 2010 - 11 earthquakes, the Green Star Rating 
represents 'New Zealand's Best Practice'.
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sacred music

22 November is the Feast of St Cecilia, Patron Saint of Musicians. On Monday 23 November 380 students from 16 
of our Catholic schools along with an audience of parents converged on St Mary's Pro-Cathedral in Christchurch 
for Jubilate 2020, our Catholic schools’ music festival. This is the fifth year of Jubilate, and the third to be 
convened by Bishop Paul.

Bishop Paul was unable to be present 
this time and his opening remarks 
were instead offered by Fr Michael-
Therese CSJ, who was able to boast 
that all three of his parish primary 
schools continue to support Jubilate. 
Fr Michael - Therese set the scene. 
“It’s a special feature of our diocese 
to hold this annual Jubilate. We are 
the only Catholic diocese in New 
Zealand to bring our schools together 
in this way each year. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity for you to sing some of 
the musical treasures of our Church. 
In Jubilate, we are creating a sacred 
sound track for you, a playlist that will 
be with you throughout your lives. You 
will not get tired of it or grow out of it.

The Church teaches that music is of 
value beyond our imaginations and 
that its value is higher than any other 
art. So our Church music is of real 
importance and its beauty matters. 
Sacred music is among the best ways 
we can glimpse heaven and when 
we sing to God, our voices unite 
with those of the saints, the whole 
company of heaven.”

In preparing the singers to celebrate 
the gift of music in song with the 
intercession of St Cecilia, Fr Michael-
Therese drew on some musical advice 
from St Augustine: “Sing to Him, but 
not out of tune. God does not want his 

ears assaulted by discords. So, sing in 
harmony, brothers and sisters. Praise 
him with your jubilant singing.”

Along with music for St Cecilia, 
Jubilate 2020 also sang to Mary our 
Mother, and recalled that St John 
the Baptist points directly to Jesus, 
baptises Him and encourages us to 
prepare a way for Jesus in our hearts. 
John the Baptist is the Patron Saint of 
the Christchurch Diocese.

The hour-long programme drew from 
the tradition of the Church and more 
recent New Zealand compositions, all 
of which have a timeless quality. Along 
with English, students sang in Latin to 
highlight the universality of the Church 
and Te Reo Maori, reflecting the place 
of Aotearoa in the Pacific region. The 
Special Choir of St Mary’s Manchester 
Street offered two pieces: a two-part 
setting of the famous Panis Angelicus 
by César Franck and John Rutter’s 
Gaelic Blessing. A strong choir from 
St Teresa’s school in Riccarton offered 
a harmonised version of the much 
loved Eucharistic hymn: “Jesus, my 
Lord, my God, my All.” This year 
Jubilate also featured CYT Music 
Leader Jean-Luc Pitcaithly at the 
organ and on the trumpet.

Before a rousing rendition of Vaughan-
Williams’ “For All the Saints,” Diocesan 

General Manager Andy Doherty said 
that “This Jubilate is definitely the best 
we’ve had so far. Hearing you sing 
with such joy and enthusiasm and 
in such numbers is a highlight of my 
year. It’s really good to see so many of 
our schools represented by you today 
and to see the value your schools are 
placing on Jubilate. We simply cannot 
have this sacred music programme 
without the support of your principals 
and teachers and it is appreciated.” 
He concluded that “All of you know 
Ken Joblin, our Sacred Music Advisor. 
He and his guide dog Nelson visited 
you all in the weeks leading up to 
today and we are proud of his work.” 
Mr Doherty went on to say “Jubilate 
2021 will be in the Christchurch Town 
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This time, they headed south to St Patrick’s Basilica 
Oamaru (where their concert was part of the Victorian 
Weekend and where their programme incorporated 
music composed during the time of Queen Victoria.) They 
then headed to Dunedin and sang a choral Mass at St 
Patrick’s Basilica, South Dunedin. The Sunday morning 
saw them visit the Church of the Holy Name in Dunedin 
North before coming up to Waimate and delivering for 
us a programme of artistry and sparkle. Their repertoire 
included Mozart, Haydn, and Mendelssohn.

The ensemble performed under their distinguished 
Musical Director Don Whelan, who has racked up over 
50 years service and is of Waimate descent. 
He complimented our Hobday organ tone (of which we 
are rightfully proud) and Francis Petre’s Basilica which 
again showed off the beauty of its acoustic. His lively 
commentary encompassed composer, travel, and music 
heritage. He epitomised the group’s love and beauty for 
voice and instrument.

The entrance donation amounted to $200 and will be 
donated to the Vietnam Flood Appeal.

John Foley - Church Historian 
St Patrick’s Church, Waimate

On the Sunday of Show Weekend, an audience in St Patrick’s Basilica, Waimate, received a long overdue 
treat. We were the final stop for the talented Choir and Orchestra of the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament (CBS) on their annual Show Weekend Tour. 

A Glorious Recital

Hall and your families and friends 
will hear you, our Catholic schools, 
sing together for the first time. Bishop 
Paul has wanted Jubilate there ever 
since he first heard you and was so 
moved by your singing in 2018. I am 
very excited about this event and am 
already anticipating hearing voices 
from all our schools sing in the Town 
Hall.” This event is to take place on 
Friday 6 August and further details 
will be made available through our 
diocesan platforms.

Jubilate concluded with the words of 
the Canticle of Mary, the Magnificat 
sung to Parry’s very uplifting 
“Jerusalem.” David O’Neill is Principal 
of St Mary’s, Manchester Street. Before 

dismissing the children, he was moved 
to postulate that “You can imagine 
Mary would have had a beautiful 
voice, singing songs of praise to God 
and that’s what you’ve been doing all 
morning. So, congratulations. Keep 
singing, and keep singing to God as 
that’s the most important thing.”

Elizabeth Crampton is the new 
Choir Director at St Joseph’s School, 
Papanui. She thoughtfully observed, 
“It was a fantastic morning of singing. 
I enjoyed it very much and I know 
the children did too. As a first timer 
to Jubilate I was impressed by the 
standard of singing and I also enjoyed 
the content. I would love to have more 
children in our school choir next year 

who will be able to take part in, and 
enjoy the experience. I am looking 
forward to being involved again next 
year, particularly as it will be in the 
town hall. It was lovely to sing in St 
Mary’s, however having an audience 
in the Town Hall will add a whole new 
dimension to the experience for the 
children.”

Pro-Cathedral Administrator Fr Simon 
Eccleton was not able to be present 
as he was on retreat, but having 
viewed Jubilate later on video, he also 
observed: “It was an impressive event. 
A fantastic opportunity for the children 
involved. They won’t forget this.”

Inform Editorial Team

The combined Marian and St Bede's Chapel Choir is a new initiative this year and sang at its first Mass in St Bede's 
College Chapel on election weekend. We sing under the direction of Sacred Music Advisor, Ken Joblin.

This year, we have had eight Year 
10 and 11 students participate in 
Sunday evening Masses alongside 
choristers from St Bede’s College. 
This has been a fantastic opportunity 
to celebrate Mass in the newly 
established North Parish and for us 
to learn more about the beauty of 

our sacred music. We are grateful for 
Thursday lunchtimes when Mr Joblin 
commits to coming to school and 
rehearsing with us. Highlights so far 
have been singing Mozart’s four - part 
Ave Verum as well as an incredible 
unaccompanied version of Richard 
Puanaki’s Ka Waiata with too many 

different harmonies to count. We look 
forward to singing together next year 
and making our Chapel Choir a new 
tradition as we get ready to move to 
our new school campus, close to St 
Bede’s College on Main North Road.

Students of Marian College

newly established chapel choir
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The turn out from our youth groups 
exceeded our expectations with 16 
teams and over 100 participants. 
A wonderful group of parents and 
supporters turned up to socialise 
and cheer on the young ones. On the 
night, the real strength came from 
our regional and rural communities 
with over two thirds of the participants 
coming from areas outside 
Christchurch city. We had large 
groups from Hokitika, Ashburton, and 
Rangiora. One of the teams from St 

Peter Chanel in Waimakariri now holds 
both the Sports Night shield and the 
Sports Day cup.

We received very positive feedback 
with communities saying they will 
definitely be back for our next event. 
We look forward to 2021 with lots 
more opportunities for faith and fun 
filled youth and young adult events.

James Bryant 
CYT Manager

We recently hosted our annual Diocesan sports night at the ARA Sports and Recreation centre in Christchurch. 
Jean-Luc Pitcaithly, Olivia Giffney, and a team of young adults helped me plan and prepare the night. Games 
had lots of interesting twists and included ‘blanket volleyball’ and a ‘human tic tac toe’. Each team had a turn 
against a different opponent in eight sports or activities and points were given out for team spirit and fair play.

• Patient centred
empathedtic care

• Collaborative team approach
• Innovative patient care
• Ethical and transparent
• Paediatric Orthopaedics

• Precision Hip &
Knee Arthroplasty

• Hip Preservation Surgery
• General Orthopaedic

Sports & Post Injury
• Affordable specialist

Nurse Practitioner service
Level 2 - Specialists @ 9, 9 Caledonian Road, St Albans, Christchurch 8014   T: 03 968 3402
C: 021 354 107   E: admin@strideorthopaedics.co.nz   Healthlink EDI: strideor

www.strideorthopaedics.co.nz

“The turn out from our youth groups exceeded our expectations
with 16 teams and over 100 participants.”
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It is always a blessing to see our 
young leaders develop as they go 
through formation and training and 
then continue to hone their skills as 
they enter into their year of ministry. 
Melevesi blessed us by agreeing to 
a second year of ministry but Soana, 
Sofia and Gia all arrived as fresh 
recruits with only limited ministry 
experience. They quickly bonded as 
a team and embraced the experience 
of formation and training. They were 
then on the road for their first series 
of school retreats and parish youth 
programmes. They also began 
helping us run and prepare our big 
diocesan youth events, only to have 
it all come to a screeching halt with 
the national pandemic lockdown. 
After a time of uncertainty about 
what would happen next, the girls 
all returned home to their families 
to see out the lockdown. However, 
this did not stop their ministry and 

they all did a wonderful job of 
contributing to online faith inspiration, 
encouragement, and fun via our 
social media platforms.

Finally when things started to return 
to our new normal, the young women 
had the option to return to the team 
environment. Thankfully for our young 
people, they all gave another “yes” 
and so were back and into ministry as 
soon as restrictions allowed. They will 
tell you that there have been plenty of 
bumps and challenges along the way 
but what an amazing job they have 
done, helping us deepen the love of 
our young people for Christ and His 
Church and sharing the love and the 
call of Jesus wherever they went.

Although we have already accepted 
some wonderful young people onto 
next year’s team, we are still looking 
for young people to bless us with 

their “yes” to train and serve with us. 
If you or someone you know might 
be interested in Mission Team 2021, 
please check out further details at 
cyt.org.nz.

James Bryant 
CYT Manager

Earlier this month, we took time to thank our Mission Team for their amazing year 
serving the young people and the Church in the Diocese of Christchurch. Being away 
from family homes and their usual support base, it has been a very challenging year for 
them. The year and much of their ministry has ended up looking quite different to what 
they could ever have envisaged and yet they have continued to give their “yes” to the Lord.

giving Their “Yes” to the lord
A wonderful year of Service

Nurturing the essential grassroots 
of faith filled young people
cyT Parish youth ministry support

Most of us who have experienced ministry at its most 
effective level have had what might be referred to as an 
incident or opportunity for personal revelation. We have 
an experience, a real sense of God’s love and presence in 
our life. We get the opportunity to step out and say “yes” 
to this relationship for ourselves. We may have built on the 
discipline our families instilled in us by ensuring that Sunday 
Mass is very much a part of our lives. Having a group of 
peers, leaders and spiritual mentors to journey with us is 
a great help in deepening our faith. Through having these 
people present in our lives, we might then be invited to 
a programme, group, or event, and may experience that 
personal ‘aha’ moment.

At CYT, we are constantly refining what we do and how we 
do it to ensure that we support effective and sustainable 
youth and young adult ministry in our parish communities. 
We recently launched the CYT Youth Ministry support 

Portal. It currently draws upon content created for the 2020 
Virtual Youth Ministry conference. The portal will continue to 
update with new material and resources and offer formation 
and training videos, resources, and templates for our local 
youth ministries.

To assist and support this vital ministry, we recently appointed 
Mark Currie as CYT Parish Ministry Support coordinator. He will 
work closely with other staff and volunteers to offer support 
for our parish youth and young adult ministry teams. We ask 
for your ongoing prayers and support for our wonderful local 
youth workers, volunteers, and young people, and for us, as 
we continue to develop the training, systems, and resources 
to support them more effectively in the years ahead.

James Bryant 
CYT Manager

My passion for vital grassroots parish ministry with young people and for life 
changing opportunities for all youth and young adults flows from my own experience 
of conversion and transformation as a young adult. Sometimes, I quite literally 
dream of the amazing ministries we can and are beginning to make present in all of 
our parishes and schools. 

 Mark Currie 
CYT Parish Ministry Support
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Twelve people told their story of 
migration or immigration to Aotearoa. 
Twelve cultures, more than twelve 
nationalities, were present and many 
languages were spoken in this group. 
Twelve unique journeys, some dating 
back centuries, beginning with their 
parents or grandparents, or more 
recent arrivals.

Very often we have an insight into 
the adults’ view, but here are some 
precious voices from our youth.

Stories were told of parents due to 
financial hardship, working in different 
countries, supporting their children 
(and in fact the extended whanau) 
back home and then, coming to 

New Zealand for the first time living 
together again, which brought its own 
challenges.

“It was really hard to live together, we 
didn’t share our feelings. We prayed 
a lot through this and now we laugh, 
we do laugh a lot now.” We heard of 
personal struggles to accept their 
parents’ decisions.

“I didn’t want to come here. I had 
planned my life. I had dreams there 
(in my home country). I didn’t want to 
come here. Same as my sister, she 
didn’t want to come… but I had to 
change, and I changed a lot. I had to. 
God always shows me what to do.”

“It was difficult at first, because 

everything was a big change. I realised 
everything was not about competition, 
and it is really open and accepting. 
This was really mind blowing at first - 
it still is.”

A lot of moving back and forward was 
involved for each one of the young 
people, but they knew their parents 
always strived to give stability and a 
positive future that would bring all the 
family closer together… eventually

“Yes, - I get a lot more time to spend 
with my dad, and now the whole 
family comes together. Now we eat 
lunch together, it is really nice to 
just sit together and talk. My family 
became more bonded.”

Very often the whole extended 
family was involved in the move to 
support them in various ways. Why 
did they come? The parents hoped 
for a better, fairer education for them 
with more opportunities, better jobs 
for the parents, or a simpler, less 
competitive life.

Only two students were born here 
in Aotearoa, but even then, their 
Kiwi identity has been shaped by 
the migration of their parents or 
grandparents. Here we are all migrants.

We also heard a lot about praying, 
faith, and trust in God’s plan.

“The reason we have migrated to New 
Zealand is because of God’s plan. I 
believe that God brought us to New 

“‘share the journey’ 
was a beautiful experience for me.

a journey of solidarity but also a chance to
get to know and understand my peers better.”

In October the Marist Youth group "Remar" from Catholic Cathedral College joined with the Caritas Initiative "Share 
the Journey" and walked around the beautiful surroundings of Living Springs to raise awareness and solidarity for 
migrants. What better start is there than with our own migration story and to share this with each other.

www.caritas.org.nz
0800 22 10 22

Join our regular giving 
programme today

Make a lasting 
difference in 

the lives of 
those in need
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Zealand through our parents, so that 
His kingdom will be developed. I am 
very blessed to hear everyone’s stories 
and I will pray for you all. I also will 
pray that our group will live as salt and 
light of this world.”

The Remar Group of Catholic 
Cathedral College can only encourage 
everyone to do a solidarity walk, 
maybe in their school, parish, or 
community. Even though we learn with 
each other every day, sharing these 
stories, bonded us on a new level 
beyond cultures and nationality to a 
human family.

Solidarity is Walking Together. The 
Catholic social teaching principle 
of solidarity is about recognising 
others as our brothers and sisters 
and actively working for their good. 
In our connected humanity, we are 
invited to build relationships, whaka 
whanaungatanga, to understand 
what life is like for others who are 
different from us. If we meet, greet, 
and get to know one another, we will 
conquer the fear. Instead we will find 
understanding. Together as a human 
family, we can change hearts and 
minds.

The Christchurch Catholic Commission 
of Justice and Peace stands with 
Caritas and their campaign “Share 
the journey,” calling on communities 
around the world to walk side by side 
with migrants and refugees. This is 

part of Share the Journey’s Global 
Solidarity Walk. By walking together, 
we learn more about each other, build 
friendships, and also send a strong 
message of unity to political leaders. 
Together we aim to walk 1 million 
kilometres. Each step we take around 
the world is a step towards building 
stronger communities and opening 
our minds and hearts towards a 
common future.

If you are interested to get involved 
or do your own solidarity walk, please 
visit the website or get in touch.

“I invite all of you to remember who 
the migrants are in your families and 
communities. Who are the people 

from afar who are often right in front of 
our eyes, but whom we often do not 
see? Now is the time to see them and 
reach out to them. Now is the time to 
Share the Journey.” - Pope Francis.

Antje Duda

Opening of Fourvière Block 
at Catholic Cathedral College

Building Christchurch landmarks
www.naylorlove.co.nz

Isaac Theatre Royal

Merivale Mall upgrades Christ’s College rebuild St Bede’s College Chapel

Transitional Cathedral Environment Canterbury

On the morning of Wednesday 21 October the community of Catholic 
Cathedral College gathered for the blessing of our new administration 
and classroom block. The building is named "Fourvière" because of the 
historic connection of that Chapel in Lyon, France with both our founding 
orders, the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions, and the Marist Brothers.

The opening began with an address from Matua Russ 
Caldwell, representing Tuahiwi and Ngai Tahu, before 
Bishop Paul prayed the Rite of Blessing. The cultural 
diversity of Catholic Cathedral College was reflected in 
the performing groups. Kapa haka opened the event and 
welcomed our visitors and our Pasifika and Filipino Cultural 
groups performed as the bishop moved throughout the 
eight new classrooms. He blessed them and a unique cross 
that was designed for each teaching space.

As a community we are very grateful for all our blessings, 
and for this excellent new facility provided by Bishop 
Paul. The ground floor of the new building is the College's 
reception area and administration; the next floor will 
house our religious education department, with the maths 
department on the top floor.

Tony Shaw - Principal



22

schOOls

At the beginning of the year I began 
planning a Christchurch Catholic 
Colleges Inter-school Alpha Course, 
to provide seniors of the five colleges 
with an opportunity to begin and/or 
develop their relationship with God 
and with one another.

This inter-school programme started 
at the beginning of Term 4 with ten 
sessions. We held each session at 
the Sisters of Mercy’s Te Manawa 
Atawhai Catherine McAuley Centre 
every Sunday from 5.00pm to 7.00pm. 
Each session included dinner, a 

short teaching film, dessert, and 
then discussion groups in which we 
answered and talked about questions 
relating to what we had watched/
learned.

We had a great turn out each week, 
often having newcomers, and had 
a lot of fun chatting with each other 
and competing in air hockey and Uno 
competitions.

I am incredibly happy with how 
successful this programme has been, 
and was honoured to facilitate such 

an amazing group of senior students. 
My hope is that they all left this 
programme with a more formed faith 
and relationship with God and that 
they made new friendships which will 
last for years to come.

I would like to especially acknowledge 
and thank Bishop Paul, who 
generously funded the food for the 
programme. We all greatly appreciate 
his contributions.

Patricia Ingle 
Year 13, Villa Maria College

Bringing young people together
Kia Ora. My name is Patricia Ingle and I had the privilege of being the Villa Maria College Service Captain for 
2020. My role was to organise and coordinate Special Character-related events for the school such as Masses, 
liturgies, and service opportunities.

New Sculpture Installed at Villa

Imprint was created as part of the 
SCAPE Re:ACTIVATE Aspiring Artwork 
competition, on the concept of 
memory. The artwork, a sculpted 
metal branch, is suspended where the 
original might have been removed by 
disease or damage. Imprint represents 
the original branch as a memory 
unchanged by time. Or perhaps the 
branch symbolises the rebuild of our 
city; a different version of its former 
glory. The space is activated, and the 
viewer can be mindful of a place they 
did not necessarily see before.

Ruby's art has been something she has 
worked at from a young age. Her 2.5m 
steel branch sculpture was produced 
by SCAPE and fixed to a tree in Hagley 
Park as part of their annual public art 
festival. The artwork has now found its 
permanent home at Villa Maria College 
thanks to a collaborative effort from PJ 
Grant Builders Ltd, Treetech, and the 
College PTA.

A new sculptural artwork has been installed at Villa Maria College. The artist is past pupil Ruby Williams and her 
artwork is called Imprint 2017.
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Quietly spoken, profound and selfless, 
Fr Kevin could be seen as ascetic. 
But that would be to ignore his love 
of cars, particularly Citroens, his 
mechanical dexterity, his contribution 
to the Order of St John, his helping of 
fellow alcoholics.

As a preacher Fr Kevin seasoned his 
sermons with insights to Catholic faith 
drawn from his search for realism in 
the Gospel stories. Thus he inspired 
many among his congregations. 
He impressed upon them also the 
sacredness and dignity of Church 
rituals. He insisted on efficiency and 
decorum from altar servers, readers 
and other helpers at the altar. It was 
noted by many parishioners that his 
gentle exhortations prompted habitual 

latecomers to practise punctuality - 
and stay in their pews until the end.

Born in 1931 and raised in Addington, 
Fr Kevin always remembered seeing 
his father pedalling off on his bicycle 
to work at job schemes during the 
Great Depression. Kevin had two older 
sisters and two younger brothers.

His primary schooling was with the 
Mission Sisters at the Addington 
Convent. Addington Catholics formed 
a “strong and healthy community” and 
the 1930s were “a good time to be 
around”, he said. Seeing ordinations 
of new priests there made a priestly 
vocation seem natural to him.

He attended St Bede’s College for 
secondary schooling from 1945 

A model of humility was Fr Kevin Joseph Clark, priest of the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch for 64 years. 
Fr Kevin died on Monday, 7 September 2020. He was 89. ar
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From the Archives...
It is hard to believe we are 
nearing the end of 2020. It has 
certainly been quite a year. Our 
volunteer program has had plenty 
of disruption over the year with 
various alert levels. The Archives is 
incredibly fortunate to have these 
dedicated volunteers who help list 
some of our holdings.

They have made the archives 
collection more accessible to 
researchers and diocesan staff, and I 
owe them a huge debt of gratitude for 
their work and support over the year. 
So, thank you to Mike, Ian, James, 
Kathleen, Sr Theresa, Deslie, Merle, 
Sheryn, Maureen and Edna. We have 
all felt the loss of Fr Kevin Clark (see 
his biography) and I will especially 
miss our regular chats which were rich 
with history and humour.

To commemorate the visit of Pope 
St John Paul II to Christchurch on 
24 November 1986, in collaboration 
with the Between the Waters Polish 
Legacy Trust, we hosted an online 
exhibition and are so grateful to those 
who shared their memories of the 
event. The exhibition will remain on 

Fr Kevin clark
27 March 1931 - 7 September 2020

the exhibitions section of our website 
archives.chchcatholic.nz.

The Diocesan Archives will close on 
23 December 2020 for the Christmas/
School holiday period and will reopen 

19 January 2021, we wish you all a 
happy and healthy Christmas and 
New Year.

Triona Doocey 
Diocesan Archivist
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to 1949, before studying for the 
priesthood at Holy Cross College 
in Mosgiel. Holy Name Seminary in 
Christchurch had begun accepting 
beginner seminarians but Addington’s 
Parish Priest advised him to go straight 
to Mosgiel in 1950. He enjoyed his 
seven years there, partly because his 
handyman skills were often called 
upon for fix-it tasks. These provided 
welcome diversion from the “tightly 
disciplined” regime. He was ordained 
by Bishop Joyce in 1956.

His first appointment was as curate 
to Mairehau Parish. He then worked 
briefly as an assistant priest at 
Sockburn, under Fr Kane. When Fr 
Kane became Cathedral Administrator 
he asked for Fr Kevin as an assistant. 
This was approved and Fr Kevin 
worked in the Cathedral Parish for six 
years.

He then served consecutively at 
Greymouth, Hanmer Springs, Chatham 
Islands, Rakaia, Pleasant Point, 
Temuka, Avonhead, Ngahere (where 
he wrote the history of the Grey Valley 
parishes), Hawarden, Hornby, Hoon 
Hay, Timaru and Bryndwr. His transfer 
from Ngahere was to provide easier 
access to Christchurch so he could 
develop the diocesan archives.

Bishop Ashby had instituted a six-
month limit for parish priests on 

the Chatham Islands because of 
the remoteness. Fr Kevin regretted 
the enforced brevity. It was a tough 
experience, he recollected, as the 
people’s shyness stalled conversation. 
Many maintained old superstitions 
but all were “good people and very 
hospitable”.

Bryndwr was Fr Kevin’s last tenure as 
a Parish Priest. After seven years there 
he retired. However he continued as a 
“supply priest”, saying Mass when and 
where needed until his health began 
to fail.

Bryndwr parishioners were “stunned” 
after the final blessing at a Sunday 
Mass. He paused and then announced 
simply: “I am an alcoholic”. He added 
that he was starting therapy soon and 
asked for prayerful support. As the 
humility of his statement sank in, the 
congregation burst into clapping.

After his therapy, Fr Kevin spoke of his 
experience to a small group he had 
asked to be his helpers. He was most 
saddened, he said, not for himself 
but for the numbers of young adults 
he met at Alcoholics Anonymous 
meetings.

“They were only 18 to early 20s and 
they had multiple addictions. I only had 
one,” he said. No wonder he did his best 
to encourage and guide these people.

History was a strong interest for Father 
Kevin. It drove him to action when he 
discovered historical items pertaining 
to the diocese that had been cast 
aside as rubbish and could easily have 
been dumped. Finding priceless relics 
stashed in boxes and cartons poked 
into half-hidden corners of the vast 
old Cathedral Presbytery, he tried 

to convince Bishop Joyce and the 
Cathedral Administrator, Fr Kane, to 
launch a preservation programme. The 
former was not interested; the latter 
suggested the items be thrown out.

As a junior curate, Fr Kevin devised 
a strategy to convince his superiors 
of the importance of historical 
documents. He sifted through the 
strewn stuff and stored the most 
interesting pieces in his room and in 
a concrete “cave” he had discovered 
behind a closed-off fireplace in the 
rambling old presbytery. Then he 
selected humorous anecdotes from 
them. When the cathedral staff’s 
dinner chat paused, he shared the 
yarns. The bishop and fellow priests 
enjoyed them. The bishop laughed 
loudly and, at last, gave in. He allowed 
Fr Kevin to gather and store historical 
items in an orderly fashion. So began 
the Diocesan Archives.

Over the next 50 years, working mostly 
alone, Fr Kevin organised the items 
and documents into an impressive 
collection. He was granted more 
space. In his spare moments he built 
what would become The Catholic 
Diocese of Christchurch Archives.

The institution became better 
known and attracted more items 
from far and wide. In retirement Fr 
Kevin stepped up his archive efforts. 
Volunteer workers joined him and 
he guided them in development of 
a comprehensive archival service. In 
failing health he oversaw the fitting-
out of a temperature-controlled 
storage room and suitable working 
spaces. In his last years he was 
delighted to appoint professional 
archivist Triona Doocey as manager.

Surveying  |  Engineering  |  Planning 
Landscape architecture  |  Urban design  |  GIS eliotsinclair.co.nz

We are proud to have provided strategic land and 
site development consultancy services to the 
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch since 1999.

Shaping a better tomorrow

(Left) Ordination of Fr Kevin with Bishop Joyce, 
Frs Carey and Clark, Mons Hanrahan.
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As a primary school lad Fr Kevin had 
become a cadet in the Order of St 
John. He would later serve the Order 
for 56 years. As he was transferred 
from parish to parish, he served in 
turn the Christchurch Sub-Centre 
of the Order, the Amuri Sub-Centre, 
the Timaru Sub-Centre and the 
Canterbury-Westland Centre.

In his six-months on the Chatham 
Islands he established and ran First 
Aid classes for 25 local residents. He 
was their instructor and examiner, 
roles usually restricted to medical 
practitioners.

Fr Kevin was elected to several St 
John committees. He was appointed 
Sub-Chaplain to the Order in 1977, with 
promotion to Chaplain in 1987. He was 
awarded the meritorious title Knight of 
Grace in 2009. Shortly before his death 
he received the Order’s Life Long 
Service Medal - “in formal recognition 
of his significant contribution”.

Fr Kevin enjoyed 20 years of retirement 
in a townhouse he had bought. He was 
interested in cars and able to service 
his beloved Citroen. He still served the 
diocese and maintained his interest in 
poetry and history. The latter interest 
had placed him in a difficult position 
when he chaired Bishop Ashby’s 
committee dealing with alterations 
to the cathedral. He admitted feeling 

“very uneasy, almost guilty” about 
decisions involving removal of historic 
features.

His retirement home was in Addington, 
a little west of where he had grown up. 
When he needed care he moved to 
Nazareth House, a little east of where 
he had grown up. Coming home to 
Addington was fitting as Fr Kevin 
identified with the suburb that was a 
working - class Catholic stronghold 
through much of the 20th Century.

While he would never have spoken of 
himself as humble, Fr Kevin treasured 
humility in others. Referring to his 
deceased friend Bishop Barry Jones, 
in a homily in 2016, he said:

“The virtue of humility is something 
strange and very wonderful. I always 
found it something of a puzzling sort of 
virtue because it seemed to me a virtue 
in which we told about ourselves: ‘I am 
not very good’, ‘I’m pretty awful’, all of 
which is untrue.”

He added a favourite quote: 
“Humility and truthfulness are much 
the same thing. You can’t have humility 
without great truthfulness because 
humility is about the truth. To be humble 
is to wish to be known as we really are”.

Sentiments that could have applied to 
himself.

Michael Crean

"humility and truthfulness are much the same thing.
you can't have humility without great truthfulness

because humility is about the truth.
To be humble is to wish to be known as we really are".

(Right) Fr Kevin with Bishop Paul, 
Triona Doocey, Michael Hanrahan and the 

Archives volunteers - Christmas 2019
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This knowledge that we’re on a 
journey is a real consolation to us. 
We know how incomplete we are; we 
know how slow we are at learning to 
love generously and selflessly. And 
that knowledge can be distressing. But 
the Lord reassures us that this life is a 
journey. We learn, we make mistakes, 
and we pick ourselves up and move 
forward again. No one expects us to 
be perfect yet.

God loved us, the psalmist tells us, 
even before we were knitted together 
in our mother’s womb. The Lord 
dreamed of our eventual creation, 
longing for us to be born into life. It’s 
the dream shared by parents when 
they long for the gift of a baby. In the 
womb we feel and respond to the love 
of our parents, growing and being fed 
and sustained in that safe place.

Then we’re born into this life and our 
family surrounds us with their delight 
and awe as they see a new life enlarge 
their family. Then in time we grow 
beyond our immediate family and 
branch out into the wide world.

Authentic love consistently calls us to 
step forward, to move on from selfish, 
inwardly focused preoccupation to 
generous self-abandonment. We’re 
invited to have the courage to let 
go of our fears and to cease placing 
ourselves and our needs in the centre 
of the frame.

So the journey that is our human life 
becomes a precious time to learn how 
to love with a generous heart. We’ve 
been granted the example of God’s 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who teaches 
us through his own life, death and 
resurrection just what perfect love is.

Today we celebrate the Requiem 
Mass for the happy repose of the 
soul of Kevin Joseph Clark - loved 
relative, good friend, wise mentor, 
humble priest. I know that Kevin had a 
deep sense that his human life was a 
journey - a journey into love.

In my first year as a priest I was 
appointed as assistant to Kevin in 
Timaru North Parish. We shared five 
years together in that place. As most 
priests do, I loved my first parish and 
Kevin guided me with great sensitivity 
and humility as I learned the craft of 
priestly ministry. He had the heart of 
a shepherd, and gently showed me 
that a good shepherd was firstly a 
good disciple of Jesus, the master. I 
loved listening to him reflect on the 
scriptures. He taught me a lot.

Only in later years did I discover that 
Kevin’s journey had on occasion 
pushed him to a dark place of human 
frailty. He never dwelt on it, but I have 
no doubt that the courage he drew to 
progress through those dark moments 
purified his heart and spirit, and made 
him more deeply human.

The gospel passage chosen for today 
is Jesus’ teaching of the beatitudes to 
his disciples. It is the gentle, the poor, 
the merciful, the pure of heart who 
are close to the kingdom of heaven. I 
know that Kevin, in his weakness and 
with his gifts, sought to live in that 
spirit.

Last Sunday night, Fr Jim Nicholas 
and I were in Kevin’s room at Nazareth 
House. He wasn’t able to speak much 
by that time. When it was time for me 
to leave, I said a prayer with Kevin, and 
as I walked out the door I turned back, 
and he mouthed the words ‘thank you’.

That was, I think, an acknowledgement 
that we had shared a meaningful part 
of the earthly journey together. What 
an absolute privilege it is to do that.

I know that in this special gathering 
today many of you will have that same 
sense of having shared a common 
journey with Kevin.

May Kevin, who gave his life in the 
Catholic Church to serve as a priest of 
Jesus Christ, now see his final journey 
unfolding before him. Let the prayer of 
this Mass and the prayers of our hearts 
lift him up in love and thanksgiving as 
we farewell him into the embrace of 
Christ his saviour.

Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him. 
May he rest in peace. 
May he rest in peace.

“his human life was a journey
 - a journey into love”

Homily given by Fr Simon Eccleton at the Requiem of Fr Kevin Clark 
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, 11 September 2020

I have a simple thought to offer you this morning. We know that our goal in this 
life is communion with God in heaven. When we grasp this wonderful truth, we 
come to that life-changing realisation that our life on earth is a journey.

Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.hannbuilt.co.nz - 03 344 5951



27

in
 Th

e d
iO

ce
se

“letting go of old ways, opening to the new, patiently waiting
for light to shine through confusion and pain calls me to be present

with hope and an ability to wait for the emergence of new life”

Whakakoingo o te Ngakau: The Yearning Heart
spiritual directors, catholic diocese of christchurch

The Art of Spiritual Direction

The call to the ministry of Spiritual 
Accompaniment/Spiritual Direction 
began for me with a stirring deep 
within to journey with others in 
their search for authenticity, for a 
deepening relationship with God and 
a desire to grow into the fullness of 
their life. It flowed from my own search 
for the Mystery of Life hidden in my 
own journey and the thirst I had for the 
Sacred.

Over the years I frequently return to 
two images that honour this ministry 
for me. The image of being a Guest 
into the depths of another's life 
highlights for me the invitation, the 
privilege to listen, to attend to, and 
to marvel at the person's openness 
and trust in their exploration of their 
journey. The Directee is like a host to 
me offering a hospitable presence 
which is reciprocated with sensitivity, 
gratitude and genuine acceptance.

I often also see my Ministry of Spiritual 
Direction through the lens of a 
Midwife. Sometimes the journey into 
transformation of the other, letting 
go of old ways, opening to the new, 
patiently waiting for light to shine 

through confusion and pain calls me 
to be present with hope and an ability 
to wait for the emergence of new life.

The words of Thomas Merton 
resonate with me as I invite the one 
being accompanied to go deeper, 
to discover an inner freedom and 
ultimately experience the Sacred in 
the mystery of their own becoming.

“The whole purpose of spiritual 
direction is to penetrate beneath the 
surface of a person's life, to get behind 
the facade of conventional gestures 
and attitudes which one presents 
to the world, and to bring out one's 
inner spiritual freedom, one's inmost 
truth, which is what [Christians] call 
the likeness of Christ in one's soul.” - 
Thomas Merton, Trappist monk, USA

I feel gifted in the opportunities for 
life that being a Spiritual Director 
has offered me. On many occasions 
I find myself being personally 
challenged as I listen to the unfolding 
of another's life. I come away from 
many encounters being inspired to live 
differently, and to be more attentive to 
life through the lens of the Sacred.

Over the years I have ministered at 
Retreat Centres in both Wellington 
and Mission Bay Auckland. I am now 
embarking on a ministry amongst the 
people of South Canterbury. It has 
always been my dream to minister 
in Spirituality in a rural area. I take 
with me the memory, wisdom and 
gifts received along the way open 
to receiving more gifts from those I 
minister among.

Lyndall Brown RSJ Sister of St. Joseph

Visit chchcatholic.nz/ 
pastoral/spiritual-direction/ 
to see a list of trained spiritual 
directors.

Just over twenty - five years ago whilst attending the Institute of Spiritual 
Leadership in Chicago, I discovered the wisdom of being open to the Art 
of Spiritual Direction, which I believe is a God given gift, and the skills that 
one learns along the way.
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Sixteen intrepid pilgrims first made a pledge to our Lady 
at the Shrine of Mary, Mother of the Light (Mater Lucis) at 
the Sanctuary of Fourvière. There they were welcomed 
with a karakia before setting out on a journey of personal 
growth and discovery. Destinations included the Home of 
Compassion in Wellington, Jerusalem on the Whanganui 
River, Totara Point, and Motuti. These are the places where 
the first Catholic missionaries arrived and first brought the 
Light of the Gospel of Jesus to the people of this land. They 
too had visited the Sanctuary of Fourvière in Lyon and there 
pledged their mission to the heart of Mary.

Accompanying the lay pilgrims on the nine-day pilgrimage 
were Sr Thérése of the Community of the Beatitudes and 
Fr John Adams.

Organiser for the Pilgrimage, Tim Goulding, explained, 

“This sojourn is in some ways a mission trip, to boost a 
struggling tourist sector and help poorer regions of the 
country. Pilgrimages to the Holy Land and elsewhere were 
restricted, and we were aware of struggling New Zealand 
communities particularly in Northland needing support. It 
was also a personal faith pilgrimage to discover the sources 
of Christianity on our beautiful land.”

On 11 November, the pilgrimage crossed the Cook Strait 
and arrived at the Home of Compassion in Wellington, 
where in the 19th Century, the Venerable Suzanne Aubert 
ministered to the people of the City, especially the poor and 
single mothers and children. Suzanne Aubert was closely 
linked to Fourvière. Her mother Clarice was miraculously 
healed of cancer at the Shrine in 1845. The group enjoyed 
meeting the Sisters of Compassion who still live on site and 
Sr Josephine was happy to welcome the group and share 
the work of the community, which still continues today with 
a soup kitchen and retreat and conference facility in the 
City.

Suzanne Aubert earlier established a mission for the local 
Maori population on the shores of the Whanganui River and 
the Te Ara o te Marama pilgrims were excited to see the 
Church and grounds of the mission at Jerusalem. So excited 
they were, that in an effort to board the bus, Sr Thérése 
missed a step and unfortunately broke a bone in her foot! 
The bus pushed on to Jerusalem, encountering a landslip 
which threatened to block the way. Determined to get to 
the Holy place, the pilgrims (all over-40s) jumped from the 
bus and moved the boulders aside. Nothing would get in 
the way of their mission!

From Jerusalem, the bus headed west to the Taranaki 
following the footsteps of Fr Emmet McHardy, and Fr 

November marked yet another first for the Sanctuary of Fourvière. The first, perhaps of many, Fourvière National 
Pilgrimages, ‘Te Ara o te Marama’ (The Way of the Light) set out from the Sanctuary of Fourvière in Leithfield to 
the holy places of Aotearoa.

Just like the first missionaries, they set out from Fourvière:

The Christchurch Chapter of the International Thomas 
Merton Society holds its meetings on the third Tuesday 
of every Month at the LCM Centre in Durham Street, 
where there is plenty of off street parking.

The meeting starts at 7.30pm with half an hour of silent 
prayer. This is followed by discussion on a reading from 
one of Merton's writings, which is circulated to members 
by email or post a week beforehand, to enable people 
to read the material under discussion.

The society is an ecumenical group and people from all 
walks of life are cordially invited to participate. Meetings 
start at 7.30pm with discussion at 8.00pm finishing at 

christchurch chapter - International Thomas Merton Society
9.00pm, following a monastic timetable espoused by 
this Trappist monk.

Meetings scheduled for 2021 are as follows (Tuesdays):

16th February
16th March
20th April
18th May
Break for winter months.

17th August
21st September
19th October
16th November
Break for Christmas holidays.

Enquiries may be sent to: 
Sister Eleanor Capper RSJ
9/446 Ferry Road, Woolston Christchurch 8023
Phone: 03 353 0756   Mobile: 0210 561 962

Pilgrims at the Sanctuary of Fourvière

‘Te Ara o Te Marama’
Fourvière National Pilgrimage
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Francis Vernon Douglas. Time for a stop off with JRR Tolkien 
at Hobbiton and a pint with the Bohemian Catholics at 
Puhoi, before embarking on the trek to the far North where 
Bishop Pompallier and his French priests and brothers 
landed in the Hokianga and the Bay of Islands.

It was indeed special to spend time at Motuti with the 
bones of the first Catholic Bishop, Pompallier, who was 
loved by the local Maori and the pilgrims were welcomed 
there in style by Sr Magdalen and the people of the 
Tamatea Marae.

Daily Mass was celebrated by the pilgrimage chaplain Fr 
John Adams, often with local communities. Sr Therese from 
the Beatitudes Community also accompanied the group.

The great camaraderie, the rich deposits of faith in a 
virgin land, the magnificent scenery, and experiences of 
our country imprinted deeply on all involved. An indelible 
impression was the absolute faith of the pioneering 
evangelists in abandoning their home countries forever to 
bring Christ to a land on the other side of the world-truly 
‘God’s furthest outpost’ - and the affection they developed 
for the Maori people.

The aim is to implant this pilgrimage and others similar on 
the Catholic landscape in New Zealand.

st John of god hauora Trust welcomes sinead gilgunn 
as national manager mission integration
St John of God Hauora Trust welcomed Sinead Gilgunn to the organisation in 
November as our National Manager Mission Integration. Sinead is a Chaplain with a 
diverse skill set that will support the vision and mission of St John of God Hauora Trust.

Sinead has held a number of positions in the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch 
including CYT Mission Team Supervisor, Formation and Young Adult Ministries 
Coordinator and as Tertiary Chaplain at the University of Canterbury, Lincoln, and Ara. 
Sinead holds a Masters in Theology specialising in Pastoral Care from the Pontifical 
University of Ireland, Maynooth.

To join the next “Te Ara o te Marama” National Pilgrimage 
contact: Thomas: apostolate@fourviere.nz, 
Carly: carlymulqueen@gmail.com, or 
Tim: tgoulding@xtra.co.nz.

Pilgrims with the Bones of 
Ven Suzanne Aubert Home of Compassion Totara Point

Clearing a landslide on the way to Jerusalem

Motuti with the bones of Pompallier
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Sr Betty, soon to celebrate 70 years of profession, spent 30 
of those years in parish work at St Peter’s and Sr Anna, who 
celebrates 50 years of profession, had been the organist 
there for 25 years. Covid had interfered with plans earlier in 
the year to honour their generous service to the people of 
Beckenham.

As an accompanist to the choir and congregation for 
innumerable weekend liturgies, funerals, and special feasts 
and celebrations over many years, Sr Anna was thanked 
for her music ministry which so often consoled, inspired, 

and uplifted the hearts of the people, and enhanced their 

participation in the liturgy and their experience of the Divine 

presence in such a profound way.

The choir leader spoke with gratitude of the long line of 

generous people who use their musical gifts in the service 

of the community. Many of the children who had learned 

piano from Sr Anna were now adults with children of their 

own, sharing their love of music with their children and the 

community.

Mass concluded with the singing of Marty Haugen’s joyous 

Soli Deo Gloria “All praise for music, deep gift profound” and 

then gifts, morning tea, more music, and lots of laughs.

The Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions had a presence in Christchurch South for nearly 100 years. On All Saints 
Day, parishioners and the choir at St Peter's in Beckenham were delighted to welcome back Sr Anna Persico 
RNDM and Sr Betty Dwyer RNDM to thank them for many years of parish ministry and acknowledge their 
significant jubilees.

The Sisters with the St Peter’s choir following 
a short concert and morning tea

“her music ministry which so often consoled, 
inspired, and uplifted the hearts of the 

people, and enhanced their participation in 
the liturgy and their experience of the divine 

presence in such a profound way.”

Fr John morrison, riP 
17 nov 1939 - 3 Oct 2020
A Requiem Mass was held 
at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
on 7 October 2020.

May he rest in peace.

Fr John’s life will be recalled 
in Inform Issue 126.
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Mary was born in County Wexford in 
Ireland on 9 May 1937, the second of 
four children born to Edward and Ellen 
Byrne. In 1954 at the age of 17, Mary 
expressed her great desire to work as a 
missionary sister with Sisters from Ennis, 
who were at that stage established in 
Christchurch, New Zealand. Along with 
ten other young Irish women, filled 
with missionary zeal, she set out on a 
six week journey to New Zealand on 
the sailing ship Rangitiki.

She began her Postulancy with the 
Sisters of Mercy on 3 January 1955 and 
entered the Novitiate on 5 September 
1955. She made her First commitment 
to the Vowed Life on 5 September 
1957 and her Final Profession on 5 
September 1960.

Mary taught in many diocesan schools 
on the West Coast, South Canterbury 
and Christchurch up until 1981. She was 
described as a gentle, well organised, 
and well prepared teacher respected 
by her pupils and associate teachers.

She was a valued member of the 
team at the Rosary House Spiritual 
Life Centre, and was a dedicated 
chaplain to one of the Faith and Light 
communities here in Christchurch. 
As a member of the St Vincent de 
Paul Society, she made regular visits 
to Rolleston Prison and she was 
also a regular visitor to the sick and 
elderly in her local parish in Papanui. 
Mary provided voluntary support for 
members of the Marralomeda Christian 
Community over a period of 26 years. 

It came as no surprise 
when in 1996 Mary 
received a well deserved 
Civic Award for ‘Services to the City 
of Christchurch’.

Mary made a generous and prayerful 
contribution to all the Mercy 
communities in which she lived. The 
same contribution was evident when 
she was at Nazareth House. Family was 
always very special to Mary. Her home 
visits were highlights of her life and filled 
with treasured memories. When illness 
progressively overtook Mary’s life, family 
were there maintaining a connection 
to the end with emails and videos, and 
photos, phone calls and prayers.

Kia oki oki ia i runga i te Rangimarie, 
May Mary be at peace.

Sr Mary Byrne RSM, who died at Nazareth House on 30 August 2020, lived out the mission 
of Jesus with great generosity of spirit. Her motto was ‘Heart of Jesus, I place my trust in You’.

Sr Mary Byrne RIP
‘Heart Of Jesus, I Place My Trust In You’

Sr M Elizabeth Sherry RIP
Sister of Mercy and Timaru parishioner
Sister Mary Elizabeth Sherry RSM, who died at Nazareth House on 29 September 2020, had lived in Timaru for 75 
of her nearly 96 years. Many of her Mercy sisters, family, friends, and Timaru contacts gathered for her funeral 
Mass at the Church of St Thomas in Timaru. Throughout her life, the Timaru Sacred Heart Basilica had been of 
special significance for her.

She was professed as a Sister of Mercy in 1948, taking the 
motto "In Thee I Trust". Following her training as a teacher, 
she taught in Catholic schools in Greymouth, Methven, 
Runanga, Geraldine, and Timaru. She spent 43 years as 
a full time teacher, 39 of these as a gifted and dedicated 
principal. After 25 years as principal of Sacred Heart Primary 
School in Timaru, Sr M Elizabeth "retired", but continued to 
support students at Roncalli College for the next 20+ years. 
She also assisted young children with preparation for the 
Sacraments of Initiation.

She was known for her appreciation of God in everyday 
life, her love of teaching, her dedication, and her "heart 
awareness" for the deeper needs of people. Her rapport 
with staff, students and parents has been legendary and 
she was a confidant for many people.

In later years in a reflection on Mercy life, she included these 
phrases: "grounded in the compassion of God... carriers of the 
Mercy of God... mercy the language of the heart." These are 
aspects of Mercy that her religious sisters saw in her, for she 
was 'centred in our God of loving - kindness'.

For much of Sr M Elizabeth's life she was among people, 
leading, guiding, supporting and quietly caring. Throughout 

her life, education was her passion. So, it was fitting that 
in 2006, she was awarded The Cross Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice - for the Church and the Pope - in recognition of 
her outstanding service to the Church. The citation for this 
award reads: "Sister Mary Elizabeth Sherry is an outstanding 
administrator, a wise counsellor, gentle, yet firm in discipline 
concerning her students, a gifted teacher and support for 
parents and staff. She exemplifies the best in the religious 
teaching mission of the Sisters of Mercy."

Kia oki oki ia i runga i te Rangimarie, May Sister M Elizabeth 
rest in peace.
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A launch event for the campaign was held on 11 October. 
Bishop Paul celebrated Mass at the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception in Geraldine. Mass was followed by a 
reception at Stonebridge where a presentation on the funding 
model and plans was given by diocesan general manager 
Andy Doherty, and Mary Curtis from the property team. The 
event saw 110 people come from across South Canterbury.

Geraldine parishioner and volunteer Dave Attwood said, 
“I am delighted that we have finally got to this point. The 
Church has played a significant role in the story of South 
Canterbury and I want to make sure that story continues 
for generations to come.”

The scale of work means this will cost $3,147,297, an 
ambitious project for a small community, and for which 
$1 million is needing to be raised. Through the generosity 
of parishioners, readership of the Marist Messenger, and 

grants, the parish has raised $915,060 of their target! This 

includes grants from the Lottery Environment and Heritage, 

The Community Trust of Mid and South Canterbury, Pub 

Charity, and Timaru District Heritage Fund. With just 

$88,720 left to raise, work can hopefully begin next year.

For more information or to make a donation contact Damian 

Powick on 020 4170 3947 or email DPowick2@cdoc.nz.

The business lunch speaker was Philip Carter, property 
developer and Managing Director of the Carter Group. 
Philip spoke about his family, the Church, and the exciting 
North of the Square project, which includes the new 
Catholic Cathedral Precinct. In particular, Philip shared 
how the faith of his parents, Maurice and Merle Carter, 
made a lasting impact on him and influenced his decision 
in supporting the new Cathedral precinct. He also 
shared his experiences in rebuilding Christchurch after 

the earthquakes, in particular his work on the Crossing 
development.

With a passion for investing in Christchurch, Philip is 
working alongside the Diocese in delivering North of 
the Square, a multi-construction development that will 
play a crucial role in the revitalisation of the central city. 
North of the Square will be a community and commercial 
space, connecting the Avon river to the arts precinct and 
Cathedral Square. It will cover two blocks of high-profile 
land and will be a collective of features that make up the 
Cathedral precinct and a 5-star hotel precinct.

It was also announced at the business network lunch 
that Philip will join Bishop Paul in leading the Cathedral 
Governance Group which will be officially formed in 2021.

To make sure you are kept updated regarding events with 
the Catholic Business Network, email Olivia Stopforth 
ostopforth@cdoc.nz or call 03 366 9869.

St Mary MacKillop Parish, Opihi - campaign launch event

After being pushed back due to the COVID - lockdown, the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch hosted the first 
Catholic Business Network lunch of the year. This was held on 22 October, a sold - out event that brought togeth-
er over 250 local business professionals and Church leadership in the Christchurch Town Hall. Grateful thanks to 
Rawlinsons for sponsoring this event.

The Catholic Diocese of Christchurch has recently undertaken an exciting campaign for the Parish of St Mary 
MacKillop in Opihi. This campaign is for the strengthening and refurbishing of the very beautiful St Joseph’s 
church in Temuka. It will all assist in the construction of a new church at Pleasant Point to replace the severely 
damaged St Mary’s.

caThOlic Business neTWOrK
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On 4 November, the Golden Catholics hosted Mass and Luncheon with Bishop Paul at Christ the King Church, 
Burnside. Bishop Paul shared his vision and plans for the new Cathedral precinct, saying, "We are going to build a 
Cathedral that in time will be of great heritage significance for the city. But that's not our goal. We are building a 
Cathedral to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, to be a place where God is praised and worshipped and where 
people can come to encounter God's grace and love."

Bishop Paul spoke at length about 
the challenges facing so many, 
including our own families and young 
people, and how as the Church we 
need to intercept people on their 
daily routines, to enable them to 
encounter the love and mercy of 
God. This is where the central city 
site is a strategic investment for this 
mission of evangelisation: "Particularly 
in the last year, the city is gaining 
momentum as a hive of activity. We 
will be at the heart of this. People 
walking through the city to work, to 
restaurants, to do shopping, to attend 
the art precinct or a conference 

adjacent to the Cathedral will be 
able to visit the Cathedral daily. This 
has actually become a theme of our 
thinking going forward, a Church 
alive Monday to Saturday as well as 
Sunday."

Bishop Paul also spoke of the 
importance of beauty as a form 
of evangelisation that many can 
relate to, in the liturgies, music, and 
architecture of the Cathedral. "I am 
asking you here today, to help me 
in creating a Catholic centre where 
the truth that does not change can 
be presented to those who are 

searching, or indeed for those who 

are not. In a world where the things 

of God are so often discarded, I want 

us to build a place which says God 

is incredibly vital to our lives, we are 

delighted to be His children and in 

relationship with Him, and we have 

a message that will bring you the 

happiness you seek. More than ever 

our society needs to hear and witness 

this message."

In his presentation, Bishop Paul asked 

for support in seeing this project 

through and asked participants 

to consider making a gift to the 

campaign through donations or 

gifts in wills. He said, "To be more 

powerful as a faith community, 

our society needs to see authentic 

witnesses of faith. To bring this into 

reality, each of us needs to think 

about the generosity we would like to 

see in the community and the wider 

diocese. We need to think about the 

commitment that is required for the 

future, and we need to think about 

the offering each of us brings to God. 

I tell you now this generosity will be 

both rewarded in your relationship 

with God and will also be a powerful 

witness to others."

To find out more or make a 

contribution towards the Cathedral, 

call David Powick on 021 040 8858 

or email dpowick@cdoc.nz.

“in a world where the things of god are so often 
discarded, i want us to build a place which says god is 
incredibly vital to our lives”
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Camping, however, involves site fees and they aren’t always 
as affordable as one would like. Marie, therefore, has come 
up with a great way to save for this expense, ensuring it 
doesn’t get in the way of costs associated with Christmas.

Two years ago, when looking for a financial product that 
encouraged saving throughout the year, Marie came across 
the CDF Christmas Club Account and was attracted to it 
as “it’s separate from my regular banking service which 
makes me feel like my CDF account is special. I don’t see 
my balance daily but I love it when the CDF contacts me 
in November to let me know when my funds (including 
interest payments) can be withdrawn.”

CDF Christmas Club offers added benefits of:

 � Forced saving as funds cannot 
be withdrawn until 01 December

 � Easy deposits make lump sum deposits 
or regular automatic payments

 � Interest payments credited to your account 
on 30 November each year

 � Efficient management with a personal 
account manager, online deposit options, no fees.

What Marie particularly enjoys about her account is the 
human touch. All CDF Members have a personal account 
manager. CDF Administrator Mel Perry is Marie’s one 
point of contact and she sings her praises, stating “Mel’s 
so helpful. In this day-and-age, it’s unique to have such a 
friendly and engaging person at the end of the phone.” 

Also knowing that Member funds are pooled, reinvested, 
and provide an annual return for the Diocese to use in 
supporting pastoral and educational projects, gives peace 
of mind. As Marie states, “Every little bit helps. Although I 
only deposit $10 per week into my CDF account I know that 
my small contribution supports the work Bishop Paul and 
others are doing throughout the Diocese.”

Plan to save for 2021
Many satisfied Christmas Club account holders are 
currently withdrawing their funds in the lead up to 
Christmas. Some have planned for extra food to share, for 
their family’s Christmas presents, others for a holiday. 

Whether you’re saving for Christmas or a summer holiday, if 
you would like to be releasing funds this time next year, then 
consider opening a Christmas Club account.

A CDF Christmas Club
helps you plan for
Christmas and Summer Holidays
Marie Marshall loves to camp. Camping is a regular event in her family’s 
summer diary, with their next adventure beginning on Boxing Day!

“i know that my small 
contribution supports 
the work Bishop Paul 
and others are doing 
throughout the diocese.”

Marie Marshall and granddaughter Piper, 
on a camping adventure in Glentunnel last month.
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Committed savers enjoy
peace of mind at Christmas

guaranteed cover
 � All investments are 100% 

guaranteed by the 
Catholic Bishop of 
Christchurch

Flexible savings
 � Save regularly from 

March to November 

 � No minimum 
deposit required

 � Access funds from 
December to February

help the diocese
 � Returns are pooled enabling 

the diocese to support the 
pastoral and educational 
works of the diocese, for 
example, the Catholic Social 
Services Food Bank

Financial Benefits
 � No account fees charged 

 � Interest paid at the 
CDF’s On - Call rate 

 � Resident Withholding Tax 
deducted from 
interest earned

Investing in the CDF allows for both personal financial benefits 
and a way to help the Church. 

Catholic Social Services Food Bank, 
grateful to CDF investors who, 

along with many others, support the 
important work they undertake in the 

lead up to Christmas.

here to help
Melanie Perry, 
CDF Administrator, 
happy to help open 
CDF accounts.

0800 40 FUND (3863)
info@cdf.org.nz
www.cdf.org.nz

Catholic Development Fund
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Father Tang Phan celebrating his First Mass
Sunday 11th October, Our Lady of Victories Church
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