
Rejoice Always
Making a gift in Your Will 



“I am profoundly grateful for your vision 
and support. Your legacy enables us all 
to rejoice in the Lord always, as your 
generosity will continue to sow the 
seeds of faith in perpetuity.”
+ Paul Martin, SM
Bishop of Christchurch

The future of our faith begins with you. 
Your legacy at the Catholic Diocese of 
Christchurch will strengthen our parish 
communities for generations to come. 

In our history, the generosity of Catholics 
has enabled our parishes to grow into 
the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch, 
encompassing over 1,000km2 and 
embracing tens of thousands of parishioners. 
This support has come from people like you 
who have far-reaching vision.

Inspired by the family of faithful we serve, 
the Diocese envisions a future where 
the spiritual, physical, educational, and 
communal needs of all Catholics within the 
Diocese are met.

We ask you, through today’s and tomorrow’s 
gifts, to help us achieve this vision. 

“I want to build upon 
the history of my family 
as benefactors, givers, 
and volunteers to our 
Church. This is a part of 
our family’s tradition.” 
Linda O'Brien, bequest donor, 
Christchurch East Parish



Building Your Legacy 
in the Church
thank you for considering a meaningful 
legacy that includes the Catholic Diocese of 
Christchurch.

remembering the Diocese in your will is a 
prayerful act that is generous, transformative, 
and simple to do. it allows you to leave a 
larger gift than would be possible during your 
lifetime, while still retaining control of your 
assets. You can leave a piece of property, 
securities, cash, or a percentage of your 
estate. 

leaving a gift to the Diocese in your will is 
easy. talk it over with your family and loved 
ones, then speak to your lawyer or solicitor 
about drafting or revisiting your will, or adding 
a codicil. You may bring this brochure to your 
solicitor, or contact us at 03 366 9869 or 
legacies@chch.catholic.org.nz to arrange a 
complimentary solicitor’s appointment 
through the Church.

Be sure to inform us of your gift and your 
wishes. it will give us the opportunity to thank 
you and, more importantly, to discuss what 
you hope your gift will help to accomplish. of 
course, be assured we will respect your 
privacy and confidentiality. 

Every gift in every will 
makes a difference.

The Rejoice Always 
Society
the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch 
invites donors who have planned a 
future gift to join the rejoice always 
Society. the Society, named after the 
motto on Bishop Paul Martin’s Coat of 
arms, is our way of thanking individuals 
who have made a special commitment 
to our Diocese’s future. 

Members receive the following 
benefits:

 � recognition as Society members;

 � an invitation to the Society’s 
annual celebration; and

 � regular updates.

a gift in your will enables us all to 
rejoice in the lord always. 

Sample Wording

Please use these words in preparing 
your will:

i give and bequeath to the roman 
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch 
Diocesan trust (Charity no. CC33341) 
the following: 

................................................................................................
(Indicate a specific sum of cash, an 
asset, a portion of your estate, or the 
residual of your estate after other 
distributions are made) 

to be used at the trustee’s discretion, 
and express my wish for funds to be 
applied to 

(Choose one: The greatest need | 
Church/es within the Parish of... 
The Cathedral | Youth Ministries | 
Training of Seminarians | Care of Clergy | 
Catholic Education) 

and declare that the receipt of the 
Secretary of the said trust shall be full 
and sufficient discharge of my Trustees.



Contact Us

For more information about building your legacy through 
a gift in your will, securities, or life insurance, please contact:

Legacies Office | Catholic Diocese of Christchurch
PO Box 4544 Christchurch 8140 | 03 366 9869

legacies@chch.catholic.org.nz

“The more you sow, the more you reap... 
for God loves a cheerful giver.”

 (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)

“I am inspired to give to the Church 
because of the history of our families here in Akaroa. 

My grandchildren are the seventh generation 
to be part of this parish. 

I give to honour those who came before us, 
and to demonstrate our willingness 

to give to those still to come.”

Ged Foley, bequest donor, Akaroa Parish 


