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This edition comes out as the Easter season is drawing to 
an end with the celebration of the Ascension of our Lord 
and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Church at 
Pentecost. What an amazing feast Pentecost is. Those timid 
disciples, fired by the Holy Spirit, went out to proclaim Christ 
to the people of all languages. We are the recipients of that 
same zeal and burning desire to let Christ be known. Our 
Church community in the diocese is made up of people 
from a diverse number of cultures and origins but all of us 
have stories of those who came to bring the Gospel to our 
ancestors. We in turn have the same responsibility and call 
in our day.

At Masses on Pentecost Sunday, you will see a presentation 
about the future of our diocese. I have been signaling this 
for a while but now the process is beginning. It is not going 
to be easy. We are all going to be unsettled and what we 
have known and got used to and indeed loved will change. 
However, in all of this, the desire is for our faith communities 
to be stronger, to be able to support one another better, 
to be able to spread the Gospel more effectively and to 
be welcoming to those who have not heard of Christ. In 
all of this, I would ask that you take these proposals to 
prayer, that you look at the big picture and the needs of 
our diocese both now and in the future. We have had a 

wonderful past which our forebears worked so hard for and 
we are now being asked to look to the future. Be assured 
that I am wanting feedback from you on this and that it will 
be considered and be part of the process for working out 
how we move ahead.

I want to thank you again for your prayers and generosity 
at the time of the Moslem attacks. From such a horrific act 
many good things have arisen in terms of thinking again 
about how we treat our neighbours as brothers and sisters. 
Our sympathy also goes out to our Sri Lankan Catholic 
community and the people there after the massacre that 
took place. We know that there are many parts of the world 
where Christian communities live in real danger but they 
continue to witness to their faith. Through Caritas there is an 
opportunity to make a financial contribution to the Catholic 
community as a practical expression of solidarity.

Yours in Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM

From the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Welcome to this extra edition of Inform. There was so much material for the last edition that we decided to do an 
extra one. For me this is a sign of the dynamism and energy in our diocese and a reflection of all the wonderful 
things that are going on. It is one of the blessings of being the bishop that I get to see so many of the things that 
are happening and am able to participate in some of them. At a time when we can be inclined to think that faith 
is not important to people, we have so many witnessing to and working to support others within and beyond our 
community.
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As Diocesan General Manager, my job description is to “Support the bishop in his pastoral 
mission for the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch, through the management and leadership of 
diocesan resources, staff and the delivery of outcomes.” Put simply, “I support the bishop!”

Now more than ever, we all need to offer our support to our bishop as he and the whole 
diocese deliberate over some major decisions and potential structural changes. Such 
deliberations are never easy but I am confident in the wisdom of our bishop, his College of 
Consultors, the Management and Finance Board and the many others who are assisting him 
in discerning the future of the diocese. I am looking forward to my role in assisting our bishop 
to implement his vision. I wish you all well as together, we engage with the future of the 
Christchurch Diocese.

From our Diocesan General Manager - Andy Doherty
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Issue 117 - Easter 2019 

Nga mihi nui 

from the editorial desk.

Inform Issue 117 is an extra edition 
for 2019. Two thirds of this edition 
covers stories and events which 
took part in the first few months 
of the year. Due to the horror of 
Friday 15 March, they needed to 
be held over so that we could give 
appropriate space to the aftermath 
of the terror attacks. However your 
earlier stories remain fresh, positive 
and encouraging and make for 
satisfying reading.

In this edition, we focus on Divine 
Mercy Sunday with a homily 
from Fr John Adams, given at St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral in a very well 
attended Mass. The profiling of our 
head students, normally a feature 
of the first edition for the year, is 
encouraging. World Youth Day in 
Panama already seems a long time 
ago, but we were well represented 
and you will read some beautiful 
reflections from our participants. In 
December, much loved parish priest 
Fr John Noonan died. We remember 
him as we read the homily given by 
Fr Kevin Burns at his requiem Mass.

As we approach Pentecost, come 
Holy Spirit and fill the hearts of your 
faithful.

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor

Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor
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The diocesan website: www.chchcatholic.nz lists 
information about parishes, Mass times, diocesan news and events.

Parishes, schools and church groups are welcome to advertise events.

Please email mstopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz 

"At this Chrism Mass I, as bishop, 
will bless the oils used as tools of 
the priestly trade, the oil of the sick 
and the oil of catechumens. Then 
I will consecrate the oil of chrism. 
But first I will invite all priests to 
renew their dependence on Jesus 
the priest, urging them to be 
faithful in their office and calling 
on them to renew publicly their 
priestly promises. As you look on 
us you will see good and holy men, 
but you know us well. You know 
that we are weak and frail and 
much of the time we, like you, are 
struggling. 

As your priests renew their 
commitment, pray for them, that 
they may resolve to be more 
united with the Lord Jesus and 
more closely conformed to him, 
that they may be faithful stewards 
of the mysteries of God and 
that the Lord will pour out his 
gifts abundantly upon them and 
keep them faithful. Then pray for 
me, that I may be faithful to the 
apostolic office entrusted to me in 
my lowliness.”

Chrism Mass 2019
SOLEMN MASS OF 

THE BLESSING OF THE OILS

AND CONSECRATION OF THE CHRISM

ST MARY’S PRO-CATHEDRAL - CHRISTCHURCH

On the Monday of Holy Week, the priests of the 
Christchurch Diocese gather with the bishop 
and, in the sight of a large congregation, renew 
their promises to be faithful. Representatives 
of all the parishes collect the Holy Oils and take 
them back to the parishes to be used in the 
sacramental life of the faithful. Here, we feature 
the concluding thoughts from Bishop Paul’s 
homily at that Mass.

The Christchurch-Diocese based and 
supported Food For Faith mission had 
small beginnings as a blog for families 
of those on a parish pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land in 2010. When the 
pilgrimage ended the blog continued, 
later developing into a website with 
regular written reflections, brief video 
clips and more recently podcasts, all 
with the aim of providing practical 
encouragement for people seeking 
to live more fully in relationship with 

Jesus Christ. In recent years daily 
reflections have been emailed to 
subscribers for Lent and Advent.

Today people all over the world 
regularly visit the Food For Faith 
website. While most visitors are in 
New Zealand, a growing number are 
in other parts of the world, especially 
Australia, USA, the Philippines and 
Italy. Sign up to receive regular 
encouragements for your faith at 
www.foodforfaith.org.nz. 

A mission of faith in a digital age:
An invitation to Food For Faith

www.foodforfaith.org.nz
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We have Catholic chaplains working in our three prisons 
with volunteers supporting the work of the chaplains. 
Francis and Sue Sullivan of Christ the King Parish are 
volunteers and share about their volunteering at the prison.

“We decided to support our prison chaplains in their 
ministry after hearing a challenging and inspiring sermon 
at our parish church and the subsequent invitation from Fr 
Frank Kelly (priest chaplain to the prison). We have come 
to see in a more powerful way that what all our Christian 
churches do in the prisons is an essential duty for all 
Christians to support wherever and however they can. It 
has been our privilege, a bit late in the piece, to join our 
chaplains in their great work as part of the music ministry at 
the monthly church services which, on occasions, can be 
the celebration of Mass. We volunteer at both Christchurch 
Men’s and Rolleston Prisons. Similar services do also 
happen at Christchurch Women’s Prison.

The prisoners who attend the services voluntarily, always 
welcome us enthusiastically, participate wholeheartedly 
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and then are always genuinely thankful of our joining them 
at the conclusion of the service.

As scripture teaches us so many times and as Pope Francis 
repeatedly exhorts us, we all have a duty to seek out 
the prisoners in our midst, whether imprisoned by their 
circumstances or illness or frailty in their own homes or 
confined in the Criminal Justice prisons and who are often 
far from family and friends.

Our volunteering is a commitment for sure and there is a 
lengthy application process to gain approval for access to 
the prisons. However the ministry of our prison chaplains 
needs our support to add to the little Christian communities 
that gather in Jesus’ name. The singing of the prisoners, their 
openness, their passion and their joy is always a delight.”

4

Prison Chaplaincy

Bishop Basil Meeking celebrating Mass with concelebrants 
Fr Michael-Therese CSJ and Fr Philip CSJ

Tertiary Chaplaincy 
opening Mass and BBQ

In late February, around 70 students attended the tertiary 
chaplaincy opening Mass in the chapel of Rochester and 
Rutherford Hall. The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Basil 
Meeking, and concelebrated by Fr Michael-Therese CSJ and 
Fr Philip CSJ. Mass was followed by a BBQ at Kolbe House.

We continue to need more volunteers to assist in 
prison ministry. If you are interested in exploring 
this ministry, then please contact Mike Stopforth 
mstopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz, phone 027 5398 542
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Pope Francis published his message 
for World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
2019, building on his encouragement 
to young people at World Youth Day 
in Panama. The pope reflects: “Two 
pairs of brothers - Simon and Andrew, 
and James and John - are going about 
their daily tasks as fishermen. In this 
demanding work, they had learned 
the laws of nature, yet at times, when 
the winds were adverse and waves 
shook their boats, they had to defy 
the elements. On some days, the 
catch of fish amply repaid their efforts, 
but on others, an entire night’s work 
was not sufficient to fill their nets and 
they had to return to shore weary 
and disappointed. Much of life is like 
that. Each of us tries to realise his 
or her deepest desires; we engage 
in activities that we hope will prove 
enriching, and we put out on a “sea” of 
possibilities in the hope of steering the 
right course, one that will satisfy our 
thirst for happiness...

“The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of 
God in our freedom; it is not a “cage” or 
a burden to be borne. On the contrary, 
it is the loving initiative whereby God 
encounters us and invites us to be 
part of a great undertaking. He opens 
before our eyes the horizon of a 
greater sea and an abundant catch.

God in fact desires that our lives 
not become banal and predictable, 
imprisoned by daily routine, or 
unresponsive before decisions that 
could give it meaning. The Lord does 
not want us to live from day to day, 
thinking that nothing is worth fighting 
for, slowly losing our desire to set out 
on new and exciting paths... Every 
vocation is a summons not to stand on 

the shore, nets in hand, but to follow 
Jesus on the path he has marked out 
for us, for our own happiness and for 
the good of those around us.

Embracing this promise naturally 
demands the courage to risk making 
a decision. The first disciples, called 
by Jesus to be part of something 
greater, “immediately left their nets 
and followed him.” Responding 
to the Lord’s call involves putting 
ourselves on the line and facing a 
great challenge. It means being ready 
to leave behind whatever would keep 
us tied to our little boat and prevent 
us from making a definitive choice. 
We are called to be bold and decisive 
in seeking God’s plan for our lives. 
Gazing out at the vast “ocean” of 
vocation, we cannot remain content to 
repair our nets on the boat that gives 
us security, but must trust instead in 
the Lord’s promise.

In encountering the Lord, some may 
feel the attraction of a call to the 
consecrated life or to the ordained 
priesthood. It is a discovery that can 
excite and at the same time frighten 
us, since we feel called to become 
“fishers of men” in the barque of the 
Church by giving totally of ourselves 

in commitment to faithful service 
of the Gospel and our brothers and 
sisters. Such a decision carries the 
risk of leaving everything behind to 
follow the Lord, to devote ourselves 
completely to him, and to share in his 
work. Many kinds of interior resistance 
can stand in the way of making 
this decision, especially in highly 
secularized contexts where there no 
longer seems to be a place for God 
and for the Gospel. Places where it is 
easy to grow discouraged and fall into 
the “weariness of hope.”

And yet, there can be no greater joy 
than to risk one’s life for the Lord! I 
would like to say this especially to 
you, the young. Do not be deaf to the 
Lord’s call. If he calls you to follow this 
path, do not pull your oars into the 
boat, but trust him. Do not yield to fear, 
which paralyzes us before the great 
heights to which the Lord points us. 
Always remember that to those who 
leave their nets and boat behind, and 
follow him, the Lord promises the joy 
of a new life that can fill our hearts and 
enliven our journey.

Dear friends, it is not always easy 
to discern our vocation and to steer 
our life in the right direction. For 
this reason, there needs to be a 
renewed commitment on the part 
of the whole Church - parishioners, 
priests, religious, pastoral workers and 
educators - to provide young people 
in particular with opportunities for 
listening and discernment.

If you would like more information 
about life as a diocesan priest please 
contact Fr John O’Connor, Vocations 
Director, vocations.chch@gmail.com. 

The courage to take a risk

for God's promise
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“Perhaps the first question we ought to ask on this Divine 
Mercy Sunday is “what exactly is Divine Mercy?” I think we 
need go no further than the central drama of our Gospel 
today to answer that question. Gathered in the upper room 
were those closest to Jesus, he had spent three years with 
them. They had seen him heal the sick, they had seen raise 
the dead, they had seen him calm the storm, they had seen 
him bring the light into the darkness of so many people’s’ 
lives. And yet, at Jesus’ greatest hour of need, most of them 
had abandoned him.

Next, there he is, in the midst of them, alive, risen - he 
shows them his wounds - he shows them his hands and 
his side, he shows them how he has suffered out of love 
for them. But instead of berating them for their lack of faith, 
instead of telling them of his disappointment that they had 
run from him, instead of being angry about their lack of 
understanding, Jesus says ‘peace be with you.’

“But wait, there is more! A week later at the same venue, 
Thomas is there. He had missed the first appearance of 
Jesus but no doubt everyone had told him about it, and yet, 
he refused to believe the testimony of his friends. Soon, 
Jesus is there again, and surely Thomas deserves a rocket, 
but no, Jesus once again shows mercy, ‘peace be with you’ 
he says.

That’s divine mercy - and it’s important to us, because like 
those first disciples, we too can run away, we too can ignore 

the blessings of our lives, we too can be so caught up in our 
desire for the passing things of this world, to be blind to our 
vocation to holiness. Indeed we are all like Thomas - but 
Jesus does not berate us - he comes to us in our fears with 
truth and love. ‘Peace be with you’, he says.

It was this divine mercy which transformed the life of 
St Faustina, a Polish nun. St Faustina was born Helena 
Kowalska in a small village west of Lodz, Poland on 25 
August, 1905. She was the third of ten children. When she 
was almost twenty, she entered the Congregation of the 
Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, whose members devote 
themselves to the care and education of troubled young 
women. The following year she received her religious habit 
and was given the name, Sr Maria Faustina, to which she 
added, “of the Most Blessed Sacrament”.

In the 1930’s, Sr Faustina received, from the Lord, a 
message of mercy that she was told to spread throughout 
the world. She was asked to become the apostle and 
secretary of God’s mercy, a model of how to be merciful 
to others and an instrument for re-emphasising God’s plan 
of mercy for the world. Most famous is her diary and the 
recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet, which is a meditative 
repetition of simple familiar prayers, using the beads of the 
rosary.

But how was this anonymous and humble sister supposed 
to become an apostle of mercy for the world. Her work 
was the most menial in the convent, she opened the door 
for visitors and she helped out in the kitchen. Eventually, 
when her diary was first presented to the authorities in 
Rome, they sent it back saying that it was an incoherent 
ramble. However soon after a more accurate translation 
of the Polish was represented to Rome, and the eyes of 
the Church were opened to the spiritual depth of this shy 
religious sister.

I think one of the strongest and most common spiritual 
attacks that we endure is the feeling that we have blown 
it, that we are too far away to return back to God - that the 
love and intimacy he offers might well be for other people, 
but not for me. ‘How often have we come before the Lord 
thinking, well, my time is up, I have used up all the grace 
allocated to me, this time there will be no more forgiveness 
from God, only a harsh rebuke’?

But no, instead I receive God’s mercy - because Jesus has 
paid my debt in full, now, and in the future. And the truth is - 
there is no sin too great for His grace. Remember it was only 
a week ago, when, with his last breath while hanging on the 
cross, that Jesus prayed for our forgiveness.

But let’s face it, we can all be quick to welcome God’s 
mercy and forgiveness but sometimes slow to give it out. 
It’s our task then surely, on this Divine Mercy Sunday, to 
accept this great offering of Divine Mercy, and to pray for 
the courage to love as we have been loved, and forgive as 
we have been forgiven.

Jesus, doctor and medicine, comes to us as you did on that 
evening of the first day of the week. In this upper room of St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, we accept your offer of peace which 
we know still stands.”

The following is the homily given by 
Fr John Adams on the Feast of Divine Mercy 

in the Pro-Cathedral.

" there is no sin too great
for His grace"

Divine Mercy Sunday
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St John the Baptist 
Scholarship
The diocese has offered the 

St John the Baptist Scholarship 

for the past eight years 

to assist people to study 

through Good Shepherd 

College or attend the Catholic 

Discipleship College. Over the 

eight years we have supported 

25 people in their formation. 

Of this number, we have 

eight people this year being 

supported in their studies 

through Good Shepherd 

College.

Financial Support to the Muslim Community 
from the Churches of Christchurch
Mike Stopforth represents Bishop Paul on the City Church Leaders Network. 
Mr Stopforth reports that the churches have made a donation of $150,000 to the 
two mosques directly affected by the terror attacks. In addition Bishop Paul gave 
$20,000 directly to the Muslim community from the recent Bishop’s Care Appeal.

New appointment
The Catholic Education Office recently appointed Alex Chia 
to the position of Parish Education Adviser - Digital & Young 
Families Focus. Alex will work closely and collaboratively 
with Wendy Clark and Marianne Daly, our current Parish 
Advisors, who collectively have the responsibility of 
supporting and assisting all parishes in sacramental 
programmes, liturgical and parish-based education and 
formation. He has a particular focus on providing sound 
digital education resources and enhancing a sense of 
belonging for people with young families in parishes. 
Wendy is a PPRE adviser (a faith development programme 
for primary school children not attending Catholic schools) 
and is responsible for the First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation programmes. Marianne serves the ministries 
associated with Christian initiation, adult sacramental 
formation and liturgical needs of the parish.

Alex has a broad experience in Catholic life and Catholic 
education. He has a Bachelor of Theology and a Bachelor 
of Engineering (Hons). He also has a Graduate Diploma 
in Theology and a Graduate Diploma in Teaching and 

Learning Secondary. Alex was a seminarian for the diocese 
of Christchurch from 2010 to 2017. His formation as a 
seminarian and as a secondary school teacher will give him 
a firm foundation for this new role.

For more, contact Alex Chia at achia@chch.catholic.org.nz 
or Wendy Clark at wclark@chch.catholic.org.nz or 
Marianne Daly at mdaly@chch.catholic.org.nz.

Parish Advisors Wendy Clark, Alex Chia, and Marianne Daly

THE PASSION PLAY 2020 
 Catholic pilgrimages   by New Zealanders, for New Zealanders. 

Passion Play tour option #2  

Danube cruise.  
Escorted tour includes...  
Budapest, Eztergom, Bratislava,  
Vienna, Durstein, Melk Abbey, Linz, 
Salzberg, Aschach, Regensburg and 
Passau, then to Munich and into the 
Bavarian Alps to Oberammergau and 
the 2020 Passion Play.        Ref: OBD20 

Ph: 0800 356 728                   info@travcorp.co.nz 
www.thetravelwarehouse.co.nz/passion-play-2020 

OBP20 0219 

SMALL GROUP PILGRIMAGE TOURS from NEW ZEALAND 
Registrations NOW OPEN for the Passion Play - May to September 2020.  

10 different touring and river cruise itineraries. Bookings for individuals & groups. 

Passion Play tour option #1  

Italy, Austria & Germany. 

Escorted tour includes… 
Milan, Lake Garda, Sirmione, Verona, 
Venice, Italian & Bavarian Alps, 
Bolzano, Munich, Innsbruck, Dachau, 
Berchtesgaden Eagles Nest, Munich, 
Oberammergau and the 2020 Passion 
Play.                                         Ref: OBH20 
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Golden Catholics has been in existence 
for three years now. It holds three 
events a year. Its format: two guest 
speakers and a finger food lunch. 
Due to its growing popularity, Golden 
Catholics is now holding its events at St 
Gregory's Church in Cotswold Avenue, 
Bishopdale. "Many of those who attend 
our luncheons are senior Golden 
Catholics who are often living alone. 
Many of these people are no longer 
able to be part of the active Church, 
apart from attending Mass, or being 
on committees and attending various 
groups." said Donna. "The growth in 
numbers attending shows that there 
is a definite need for such social 
events." she went on to say. No financial 
contribution is sought as the diocese 
funds each event. "I am very grateful 
to Diocesan General Manager, Andy 
Doherty, and our Diocesan staff for 
their ongoing support." she concluded.

At their last gathering in March, 
Bishop Paul spoke on the future of 
the Church in Christchurch. "Over 300 
people attended and we very much 

appreciated his generosity in coming 
to speak with us, staying for lunch and 
meeting many of those who attended." 
Donna said.

Bishop Martin complimented those 
gathered in St Gregory's for our witness 
as catholic people, people who have 
hung in there through the thick and 
thin of our faith lives. The bishop 
acknowledged and praised us for 
that. He outlined the desires of older 
Catholics. We want the Church to grow, 
we want the best for the Church and 
for our families. We have seen huge 
changes in the life of the Church and 
the life of the world. Key concerns 
for older Catholics: anxiety about the 
faith development of our children 
and grandchildren and the loss of the 
Church's credibility in society. Bishop 
Martin commented on our deep love 
for the Church in its brokenness.

The bishop encouraged us to never 
underestimate the power of prayer. He 
exhorted us to pray by name for our 
intentions, to pray for the parish, our 

family and our bishop. 
We are a witness to 
faithfulness, to hanging 
in there. The bishop 
encouraged us to keep 
giving good example 
and not to brow-beat our 
children. He called us 

to stick to what we believe and know 
why we believe it. Our love and our 
faithfulness will be all that God will ask 
of us.

The Bishop challenged us to be open 
to the changes asked of us. "If you are 
disappointed, ask God for the grace to 
get through it."

His advice to us: take part in whatever 
is going on in our parish. “Whatever's 
on, be there and support it, even 
if it doesn't really do it for you. You 
never know what impression you may 
make on other people." The bishop 
concluded by praying that the Church 
will be more humble, more prayerful, 
desire to witness to Christ in city and 
country and get people to fall in love 
with Jesus Christ.

the next 
Golden catholics event:
Wednesday 24 July 2019, 11.30am 
at St Gregory's, Bishopdale

The topic:
"Education in our Catholic Schools."

Guest speakers: Fr John Adams 
(Vicar for Education), Mr Aaron 
Richards (Principal, St Joseph's 
Primary School) and Justin Boyle 
(Rector, St Bede's College).

All Golden Catholics welcome.

"You Never Know What Impression You May Make On Other People"

Golden Catholics Gather to Hear From Their Bishop
Many Inform readers will know Mrs Donna Malone. For 25 years, she worked in administration for the 
Christchurch Diocese, retiring in 2015. During her time in this role, Donna recognised the need for a regular 
gathering of the city's senior parishioners. "Though many senior parishioners belong to various organisations, 
I wanted something of a social nature for us to attend and enjoy.” said Donna. "Many have done their work for 
the Church and I see this group as a way for the Church in Christchurch to say thank you and to provide a social 
event for their senior parishioners."

Over 300 people attended the most recent 
Golden Catholics event, held in St Gregory’s Church 

in Cotswold Avenue, Bishopdale
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Jess and Rob Armstrong became 
involved in the Apostleship of the Sea 
after hearing a call for volunteers at 
a Wellington Mass on Sea Sunday 
in 2013. Mrs Armstrong was praying 
about being grateful for the good 
things in her life and was wondering 
what she could do to help others. At 
the end of Mass, the local Apostleship 
of the Sea chaplain spoke about the 
needs of seafarers. He explained 
how they are commonly mistreated, 
abused and not paid a fair wage. 
Many seafarers face mental health 
issues due to isolation from their 
homelands, friends and families for 
up to ten months at a time. Jess and 
Rob Armstrong became involved as 
weekly volunteers at the Wellington 
Seafarers Centre for two years. Over 
the last four years, they have been 
voluntary managers of the Lyttelton 
Seafarers Centre on behalf of both 
Catholic Apostleship of the Sea and 
the Anglican Mission to Seafarers.

The apostleship of the Sea is the 
Catholic ministry to seafarers, 
serving seafarers in over 150 ports 
worldwide since 1922. The work of the 
Apostleship of the Sea has changed 
significantly over this time from its 
previous work of hosting local dances 
to the challenges of meeting the 
needs of today's seafarers.

The majority of seafarers are from 
Russia, the Philippines and other 
parts of Asia. Some seafarers face low 
wages, long hours, abuse, are unpaid 
and being retained on the ship against 
their will.

The Lyttelton Seafarers Centre 
provides a warm and welcoming place 
for all seafarers to be, while in port. It 
offers free, warm jackets and beanies, 
foreign currency exchange, free food 
and drinks and WiFi to assist people to 
contact their families. We also arrange 
for Mass to be offered on board ships 
as most Filipino seafarers are Catholic.

A highlight for the Armstrongs is 
seeing the faces of seafarers light up 
as they video chat with their families 
back home. On a number of occasions, 
volunteers have been introduced to 
tiny babies on the computer screen by 
proud fathers who are counting down 
the days till they return home to meet 
their children for the first time.

The Lyttelton Seafarers Centre would 
love to open for additional hours. 
However we need more volunteers 
to allow us to do so. Full training is 
provided and volunteers always work 
in groups. Shifts are for three hours, 
either weekly or fortnightly.

For more information contact:

Jess Armstrong
lyttelton.seafarers.centre@gmail.com
021 222 0340 
or visit 
www.lytteltonseafarerscentre.com

“Help, I think I am going to die” was the opening line of an e-mail received by the Lyttelton Seafarers Centre 
manager Jess Armstrong, from a Filipino seafarer in desperate need of help. He was facing dangerous working 
conditions and believed he would die and never see his wife and young son again if he continued to work. He 
reached out for help and Mrs Armstrong was able to contact the NZ maritime authorities to provide him with 
assistance.

Jess Armstrong, son Lochlan Armstrong, and their 
dog Buddy Bear with two of the Filipino Seafarers.
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This year the competition was hosted 
by Catholic Cathedral College. 
Hospitality was extended to all visitors 
over the weekend with the highlight 
being the dinner on Saturday night. 
A hangi and multicultural dishes 
reflected the ethnic diversity of the 
College community. Entertainment 
was provided by the students 
from all colleges. Bishop Paul 
presided at Mass on Sunday for the 
students, their families, teachers and 
supporters.

Catholic Cathedral College has won 
the highly coveted Bishop Lyons 
Shield for 2019. The College team 
gained first place in debating and 
senior speech, second in junior 
speech and third in impromptu 
speech, scripture reading in Te Reo 
and in religious questions.

While the competitions were an 
important part of the weekend, 
the Bishop Lyons Shield offers 

an opportunity for students to 
meet, network and socialise. Many 
commented on the great atmosphere 
throughout the competition and 
Catholic Cathedral College was 

a popular and deserving winner. 
In 2020, St Thomas of Canterbury 
College in Sockburn will host the 
Bishop Lyons Shield. 

A Highly Coveted Shield

The banners and candles of the competing 
schools next to the Bishop Lyons Shield

Established in 1947, the Bishop Lyons Shield is a much anticipated event. It celebrates the public speaking and 
debating skills which are traditionally strong in Catholic schools. Every year, talented students from the seven 
colleges in the Christchurch Diocese compete for the Shield.
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I think that the experience of being a teacher often shapes 
the way we experience the world around us. We look at 
things or people and think; I could use that for this unit, or 
I wouldn't put up with that in my classroom, or I wish that 
things went that smoothly for me. We see the potential in 
people; or we wonder how they became the way they are.

Those who work in schools have a very privileged role in any 
society, for a teacher is one who enables others to grow, who 
can foster enthusiasm and a love of learning, who can affirm 
and encourage a person in their development. A teacher is 
the one who can open the eyes of another to see possibilities 
beyond the present moment, who works in a team to bring 
about the best opportunities for others. Those who work 
to enable the school to function, secretaries, caretakers, 
teacher aides, contribute to this in the same way, both by 
their work and especially by the example they give to the 
children and so often to their families with whom they have 
so much contact. We are gathered here today because we 
recognise the importance of these roles.

But for you, working in a Catholic school is different than it 

might be for a lot of your colleagues in other schools. For we 
work in an environment of faith. The framework in which we 
operate is one of cooperating with the plan of God for each of 
our pupils, and for the other people we work with. Our success 
is not just about results, it is about 'how' we are and 'who' we 
are, about being role models in faith. It is about whether we 
are able to ignite or sustain the gift of faith, the experience 
of God, in our pupils. The readings we have listened to today 
speak to us of this and call us beyond ourselves and give us 
encouragement and a major challenge.

The Prophet Isaiah in the first reading reminds the people 
that they are receiving the Spirit of the Lord from above and 
this is transforming - he uses the metaphor of wilderness 
into fertile land and fertile land into forests. This sort of 
imagery would have been very powerful for the people 
hearing it who lived in the heat and dryness of the Middle 
East. I think this imagery also relates to the work of the 

Every year, the bishop meets with our primary and secondary 
school teachers to encourage them in their work of forming 
our students in the Catholic faith. During February and 
March, Bishop Paul offered a series of Masses in St Patrick's 
Greymouth, St Thomas' Timaru and St Mary's Pro-Cathedral 
to pray for and with our teachers. At each Mass, he invited 
teachers to renew their commitment to their work of sharing 
in the teaching ministry of the bishop in their particular 
schools. Teachers responded "I will" to the questions asked 
of them by the bishop at each Mass:

Will you encourage and facilitate for your students a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ? Will you assist your 
students and school community to grow in the knowledge 
and understanding of Jesus Christ, his teachings and the 

Catholic Church? Will you be a hope filled Christian witness 
who empowers your students and school community to 
integrate their faith and their life? Will you, in your role, 
uphold the Catholic identity of your school?

We pray for all of our teachers as they do their part in 
walking alongside faithful witnesses to Christ in their 
schools and in the world.

Catholic Teachers Renew their 
Commitment to Christ's Mission 
in their Schools

Bishop Paul processing in to the Teachers’ Commissioning Mass 
held at St Thomas’ Church on Thursday 14 March 2019. This Mass 
was attended by Mid and South Canterbury Catholic Schools

Take Up Your Cross
And Follow Him
Bishop Martin’s Homily given at the 
2019 Teachers’ Commissioning Masses
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teacher who is so pivotal in the life of a child.

When things are not good at home it is often the inspiring 
teacher who can bring hope into the life of a child. It is 
the teacher who cares for a pupil, takes an interest and 
encourages, who plants the seeds or nurtures the ones 
already there, so that a child blossoms and has goals for 
life. How often have we heard people say it was this teacher 
who encouraged me or challenged me and it put me on 
the path I am today.

Now that may be true for any teacher, but for you, working 
in our Catholic schools, the call to nurture and encourage 
your students is at the very heart of why the school exists. 
Namely we need people who allow God to be at the heart 
of who they are as a teacher and then share that with the 
students you teach. By allowing God to enlighten your mind 
and heart you can go on and share that with those with 

whom you are called to work. What we put our energy and 
soul into will shape what sort of person we become.

You have a sacred role as workers in our Catholic schools, 
both in terms of your ministry to our pupils, but also in terms 
of the opportunities it presents you to grow in your own 
holiness and goodness. For all of us are called to become 
holy, and you have a calling which gives you a special 
opportunity to do this. You get the chance to shape and 
form others, but you too are shaped and formed by what 
you do. That is part of the special graces that are available 
for those who teach.

In the Gospel Jesus commissioned his disciples to go out 
and spread the Good News. Jesus appears to the disciples 
and they are filled with joy. They had been frightened and 
unsure of what to do but Jesus brings them Peace. He 
reminds them that they are not alone, that the Holy Spirit 
will be with them and to go out and let others know this 
good news. And what a transformation that was.

Those timid men and women went out and we are sitting 
here in this Church today because of their response to the 
call of Jesus to go out to the whole world. They didn't get 
it right every time, they made mistakes, just as Christian 
people have done through the ages. But that didn't lead 
them to give up, because they knew they were responding 
to the call of Christ, their love of Christ and belief in the 
power of his message drove them on to do extraordinary 
things for the sake of the Gospel. It didn't mean that they 
had it all sorted, it meant they put their trust in the God who 
called them and they didn't let fear hold them back.

We too have that commission as Christians to spread the 
Gospel. We too have it as individuals and in particular as 
teachers and workers in our Catholic schools. We don't 
always get it right, we don't always know how things are 
going to turn out. But we believe in the one who calls us, 
we believe he has the truth that sets us free, we believe 
his promise to be with his disciples. That is what makes 
your particular calling such a special one. It is why you can 
take up your cross and follow him, in the classroom, on the 
sports field, in the staffroom, in the office - these are the 
fields into which we are sent. We will often not see the fruits 
of the plants we tend, but the work is holy, and hopefully 
too you are made holy by what you do.

So today as we reflect on the call to go out and spread 
the Gospel, we give thanks for this sacred calling. We give 
thanks for the people we work with and the children who 
are entrusted to our care and influence. We pray that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit working in us, we will be able to 
help them to know Christ and to become the people they 
were created to be.

Marian College 
- have your say
Marian College is offering you an opportunity to 
say what the new College (to be built in Papanui 
in 2023) might look like.

It is important that the new school and grounds 
reflect and celebrate Marian College's Catholic 
Character, values, culture, heritage and story. If 
you have a connection to Marian College and 
would like to provide feedback, please visit 
www.tinyurl.com/mariancnewschoolsurvey; 
and complete the survey online. Survey closes 
Tuesday 21 May.
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STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

JJSTEEL.CO.NZPhone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz   frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Christian 
formation process for children between the ages of 3 and 
12 years old, enabling them to experience and form an 
authentic relationship with God. It is grounded in scripture 
and the liturgy of the Church and then framed by Montessori 
principles of education. This allows children to hear the 
Gospels through the use of hands-on materials.

Catechesis takes place in a sacred space 
called the Atrium, a place of community 
and worship, a place to be with and enjoy 
God, listen to the Word and pray. The 
atrium is designed to reflect the beauty 
of creation and God’s abiding love.

Children come to the Atrium once a 
week for an hour and a half. It is ideal for 
them to begin at 3 years old. However, 
children can join the Atrium at any age. 
For 3 to 6-year-olds, materials are focused 
on points of liturgy and the scriptures 
which meet their needs. These materials are 
presented over a three year period. The central 
theme for this age group is entering into relationship with 
the Good Shepherd who loves and cares for His sheep.

For 6 to 12-year-olds, the central theme becomes the 
image of Jesus as the True Vine. This image responds 
to the need of the older child to better understand their 
relationship with God, family, friends and the larger 
community. Further materials on prayers of the Mass and 
the work of God in creation are also explored.

New Atrium
for Christchurch

Christchurch Atrium

An Atrium has been started for children aged 3 to 6 years 
old in a classroom at St Joseph’s School, Papanui. There 
is currently one session running on Friday mornings 
from 9.30am to 11am during each school term. For more 
information or to enroll your child, contact Katherine Pawson 
on 021 107 9290 or chch.childrens.atrium@gmail.com.

Child waiting for Katherine, the catechist, 
to light the candles having prepared the altar

Left: Child working with the Good Shepherd

Thirty-Four Years
Around a hundred colleagues and friends celebrated 

Mrs Debbie Bergin's 34 years of teaching at St 
Bernadette's School in Hornby, which concluded in 

December 2018. We wish Mrs Bergin well in her new 
teaching position and thank her for her dedicated 

service to the Catholic community of Hornby.
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Since 1982, Roncalli College 
has prepared our students for a 
meaningful life beyond our school 
gates. There is a growing need 
for additional space for our sports 
and physical education activities, 
as our gymnasium can no longer 
accommodate the large number of 

classes and sporting opportunities 
we provide. 89% of students play 
organised sport at the College, forging 
relationships both inside and outside 
the College, with most of our students 
playing 2 or 3 different sports. Past 
pupils and members of the wider 
community who want to know more 

can visit www.roncalli.school.nz; click 
on the Future Developments tab, and 
you can watch a short video walk-
through of what the new Sports centre 
will look like. Donations to the facility 
can also be made on that page.

Roncalli College - Upgrading Our Sporting Facilities

St Albans Catholic School has beaten off 
competition from Trans-Tasman schools 
to become one of the 17 successful 
winners of the Promethean Grant 
2018. With entries from both Australia 
and New Zealand, St Albans Catholic 
School impressed the panel of judges 
and won a state-of-the-art education 
technology package worth $6,000.

To participate in the Promethean 
Grant, schools were encouraged to 
submit a video entry to explain why 
they would benefit from winning an 
ActivPanel. Judged on three criteria, 
pupils had to display creativity, explain 
their need for the technology, and the 
impact it would have on their school. A 
total of 17 winners have been chosen 
out of over 60 entries.

Global education technology provider 
Promethean World Ltd launched the 
Promethean Grant in Australia and 
New Zealand in 2017. Following the 
success of the 2017 Grant, Promethean 
recognised an opportunity to offer 
schools a chance to once again get 
their hands on the technology, despite 
facing increasing budgetary pressures.

In their video entry, St Albans Catholic 
School's children kidnapped a teacher 
in protest at the failing technology 
which was hindering their learning. 

School Principal Abraham Atherton 
said: "We are ecstatic - having access 
to this technology throughout the 
school is a really important part of our 
vision and the future of the school. 
For me, it is about looking at how we 
can improve teaching and learning, 
and this gives us a great opportunity 
to achieve that. I really believed in the 
students and that they would win one 
- we are all really over the moon!"

St Albans Catholic Primary School's 

ActivPanel was installed in November. 
The ActivPanel acts as an immersive 
and collaborative learning centre, 
which will help teachers and pupils 
alike with their lessons. With the ability 
to connect with other learning devices, 
such as laptops and tablets, pupils 
will be able to share their work with 
the class and peer-assess, alongside 
being able to utilise the multi-touch 
functionality for small groups.

Congratulations St Albans Catholic!

St Albans Catholic School Celebrates Edtech Success

Archie and Kate from Year 6 who participated in the 
winning entry working on the new Panel
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Tanith Foster
John Paul II High School

Head Girl

My name is Tanith Foster and I am 
the head girl here for 2019. In my 
spare time I enjoy bonding and 
caring for one of my twelve pets 
who range from a horse and goat to 
water pets such as axolotls. I further 
enjoy making scrapbooks of each 
year throughout my life and what has 
happened throughout them. Both 
of these activities allow me to wind 
down after a long day and bring me 
great enjoyment.

This year at John Paul II alongside 
our head boy Taylor Berry, I would 
like to strive to influence the different 
people at our school to become more 
involved with one another. By getting 
more students involved in the school, 
it introduces a sense of community 
and encouragement for every student 
who comes here.

I feel this way due to an accident I 
was involved in late last year. After 
making the decision to jump off 
a 20m bridge into our local river, I 
found myself having to learn to walk 
again after fracturing my T12 bone 
in my spine. Finding out that I was 
merely millimetres away from being 
paralysed for the rest of my life, 
enhanced my faith in God and awoke 
my knowledge of how great an impact 
a community can have on one person.

Taylor Berry
John Paul II High School

Head Boy

I’m Taylor Berry and am head boy of 
John Paul II High School for 2019. I’d 
like to influence the school positively 
and bring about a culture of strong 
family values. While being at a 
Catholic school, I have learnt that the 
Catholic Church is like a big family, 
with our faith at the centre. I want 
to lead the school in continuing to 
support charities like Caritas, Cancer 
Society, our local food bank and the 
SPCA. I am a keen swimmer and 
have represented the West Coast in 
national competitions.

Ryan Brosnahan 
Roncalli College 

Head Boy

Kia ora. My name is Ryan Brosnahan, 
and I was selected to be Head Boy 
of the college in 2019 alongside 
Hayley Tinkler. I play rugby for the 
College 1st XV, live on a crop farm 
and enjoy getting outside and doing 
some work with my father. I have 
interests in building, farming and 

Hayley Tinkler 
Roncalli College 

Head Girl

Hello, my name is Hayley Tinkler, 
I was selected Head Girl for 2019 
alongside Ryan Brosnahan. I play for 
the Girls Roncalli First XV rugby team 
as well as the senior touch team. I was 
born in South Australia and moved to 
New Zealand with my family in 2009. 
I really enjoy being outdoors and 
playing sport, especially spending 
time with family and friends. Next 
year I plan to go to Dunedin and study 
Health Science then Physiotherapy 
at the University of Otago. My priority 
this year as Head Girl is to create 
more leadership opportunities for 
other students across all year levels. 
I have been very impressed by the 
number of students who have already 
stepped up to the challenge.

teaching and I see these as being 
possible career choices. I’m also part 
of the Arowhenua Marae where I 
work and am involved in projects and 
committees. Hayley and I have set 
some goals for the year which include 
enhancing our Maori culture at the 
College. We are currently introducing 
new signage around the College and 
some new Waiatas. In addition, we 
are also in the process of creating a 
new and more relevant haka. Roncalli 
College is working closely with Te 
Runanga o Arowhenua to educate the 
students about the Whenua (land) 
and Tangata Whenua (people of the 
land). Our vision for the College is for 
us all to be more culturally aware. I 
value my Maori culture and want to 
learn more about it and share this 
with our community.
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Rebecca Everingham
Marian College

Head Girl

Rebecca Everingham is our Head Girl 
in 2019. She is deeply proud of her 
Catholic faith. “Special character at 
Marian is the heart of our college, it 
sets us apart from other schools and 
creates such a warm environment 
among staff, students and the 
wider community. I believe I have 
become more open-minded, resilient 
and aware of the true value of 
servant leadership as a result of my 
involvement in the special character 
of our school.”

Rebecca is conscientious, enthusiastic 
and is a high achiever in all areas of 
school life. She is a respected tutor 
and coach and achieves outstanding 
academic results.

Eadaoin Roughan
Villa Maria College

Head Girl

Kia ora koutou. My name is Eadaoin 
Roughan and I have the privilege of 
representing Villa Maria College as 
Head Girl in 2019. I am a proud New 
Zealand born Solomon Islander and 
I came to Villa Maria College in Year 
9. I enjoy science and maths and love 
performing with the College Kapa 
Haka and Pasifika groups.

Villa Maria College weaves the values 
of Whakaute (Respect), Manaakitanga 
(Hospitality) and Tika (Justice) into 
all aspects of College life. This has 
helped me grow into the Mercy 
woman I am today. This year, we will 
focus on encouraging Villa girls to try 
something new and embrace every 
opportunity. I will also introduce 
a Maori "word of the week" to our 
College community. Each new word 
will be one of encouragement, for 
example "Ka wani ke" meaning "wow".

Naku te rourou, nau te rourou, ka ora 
ai te iwi. (With your basket and my 
basket, the people will thrive).

(With your basket and my basket, 
the people will thrive)

Dominic Gardiner
St Bede’s College

Head Boy

At St Bede’s College, Special 
Character is an important part of daily 
life. I began my journey at St Bede’s as 
a Year 9 student coming from a small 
Catholic school, St Patrick’s Bryndwr. 
My favourite part about St Bede’s 
is the community. The school really 
makes an effort to look after one 
another in tough times. We also enjoy 
and celebrate each other’s success 
which creates a positive, thriving 
community. This feeling within the 
school allows newcomers to feel as if 
they belong to the College.

As a college, we continue to evolve. 
We uphold our traditions and develop 
new ones. At St Bede’s, it is an exciting 
time as we have recently opened 
our new Grimes block. These new 
classrooms are state of the art. We 
are also opening our new chapel 
towards the end of the year. As a 
prefect team, this year we aim to 
lead through service. In doing this we 
plan to bring the Year 13 group closer 
together. The new Chapel will fuel the 
fire as we endeavour to build a closer 
relationship with God.
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Our latest milestone at St Bede’s College: millimetre-perfect 
placement of the 10.5 tonne Chapel roof, which we carefully craned 
into place on a sunny day in February.

Phoebe Bryant
Catholic Cathedral College

Head Girl

Kia Ora! My name is Phoebe Bryant 
and I am blessed to have been 
chosen as Head Girl this year. Our 
motto is “To Live By Faith.” We are 
called to reflect our christian values 
in everything that we do, so that we 
may live faith filled lives. This special 
character that we all share, helps us 
to connect with one another and gives 
our school a strong sense of family 
spirit. As a leader this year, my goal is 
to make every student in our school 
feel loved and cherished, and to bring 
about a strong sense of community. 
I hope that each student leaves 
Catholic Cathedral College feeling 
deeply connected to our school and 
to their catholic faith. I hope that this 
year brings about growth not only in 
our college, but in our diocese as well.

Elijah Houia
Catholic Cathedral College

Head Boy

Ko tenei te mihi atu ki a koutou. I have 
been a student at Catholic Cathedral 
College since Year 7. Being educated 
in a kura Katorika has had a huge 
influence on the young man that I 
am today. I have a good sense of self 
and appreciate the spiritual element 
of Catholicism. Personally, I see huge 
links between this and wairua in Te 
Ao Maori. Being appointed to the role 
of Head Boy this year means I hold a 
position from which I can influence 
my peers and students younger than 
me. Sometimes this is challenging, 
but through the help of my kaiako, 
whanau, and Atua, I believe I am 
succeeding.

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari 
he toa takitini. My strength is not that 
of a single warrior but that of many.

Cameron Brewitt
St Thomas of Canterbury College

Head Boy

My name is Cameron Brewitt and 
it is my privilege to be 2019 College 
Captain. I started at the College in Year 
9 and I have been inspired by many 
people.

Last year I participated in the Edmund 
Rice Network's Street Retreat with 
students from around New Zealand. 
I saw faith in action through the 
amazing people at the City Mission, 
St Vincent de Paul and the St John of 
God Hauora Trust. It was important for 
us as a Catholic school to volunteer 
at Vinnies and be able to give back 
and help out others in need. In the 
words of Matthew's gospel, "For I was 
hungry, and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me 
something to drink, for I was a stranger 
and you invited me in" (Matthew 25:35)

This year I attended a Leadership 
conference in Brisbane with other 
College Captains from Australasian 
Edmund Rice schools. It was wonderful 
to be in an environment with other 
like-minded leaders. As I write this, 
I'm preparing for a similar Leadership 
conference in Auckland with the New 
Zealand Edmund Rice school leaders.

A highlight for me at school is our 
Mentoring system. I've grown positive 
relationships with my mentor and also 
the other young men in my mentor 
group. As a junior I looked up to my 
big brothers and now as a Senior I 
want to develop strong relationships 
with the younger students. St Thomas 
of Canterbury College is all about 
brotherhood and the school has a 
strong family feel. I want to honour 
it and develop it with the other Year 
13s. I think our Special Character is 
the greatest thing at St Thomas of 
Canterbury College. One of my goals 
this year is to develop the idea of "One 
Strong Family" and I think we can 
do this through respect and pride in 
ourselves, the school and the Catholic 
Church.
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CYT MiSSioN TeAM 2019
Formed and on the road
Our diocesan Youth Mission Team kicked off once again in 
2019 with five awesome volunteers coming from all over 
New Zealand to serve the youth and young adults of our 
diocese. The team has just completed an intensive six week 
formation and training programme facilitated by our Catholic 
Youth Team (CYT) Staff and other volunteers and consultants 
from the wider community. The team was officially 
commissioned by Fr Rick Loughnan on behalf of Bishop 
Paul at the first diocesan youth Mass of the year.

Olivia Giffney is from Sacred Heart College in Hamilton, 
Hinekawa Wilson-Munday is from Dannevirke, Melevesi 
Manase is from Auckland and is a recent but enthusiastic 
convert to the Catholic faith, Sarah McKenzie is our 
Christchurch girl coming from Marian College and Ben 
Morton-Jones is from Pompallier College in Whangarei. All 
of our team members come from diverse backgrounds and 
bring their own unique gifts and talents. These combine 

to give us a dynamic team who are fully equipped to 
powerfully proclaim the Gospel at our events, parish youth 
groups and school retreats.

If you want to know more about the team, their work, and 
how to support them, please check out our website, 
www.cyt.org.nz.

In early February, the Catholic 
Youth Team (CYT) got their ministry 
year under way with lots of fun and 
laughter at their annual Sports Day. 
Along with the great fun in the sun, 
messy games and activities are 
always one of the biggest aspects 
and highlights of Sports Day. When 
we say ‘sports’ you shouldn’t think of 
the usual Football or Tennis. No, the 
team are much more creative than 
that! If you can imagine games that 
combine Baseball with Football and 
then add Water blasters, Slip and 
Slides and paddling pools, then you 
are getting a bit of a picture of the 
crazy competitions that were held on 
the day.

Sports Day has always been a great 
platform where young people in our 

region can meet in a more casual and 
family friendly atmosphere to enjoy 
fellowship and fun. It was great to 
have a number of our young people 
accompanied by their whanau and 
youth leaders. This always helps 
us build new connections and 
relationships. As well as fellow youth 
group members, the young people 
tend to bring along friends who 
may not have existing connections 
to Catholic communities. So it is an 
exciting opportunity to give everyone 
a positive experience of our Catholic 
community and engage with others.

This year, we had 90 young people 
attending as participants for the 
Sports Day as well as over 25 
Whanau and youth leaders coming 
to support the teams.
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Supporting Our Young 
Leaders on the "Frontline"

CYT MuSiC MiNiSTRY
- who are we?

We are a group of musicians, vocalists, and sound and 
lighting technicians who are committed to the faith and 
have a desire to share the Gospel creatively.

We provide music for camps (eg Antioch and Revolution), 
youth Masses, youth rallies and nights of praise and 
worship. We are also here to support parishes in developing 
your own youth music group. We provide training on 
playing together, choosing music for Masses and worship 
sessions, and how to observe copyright.

After my first year as the Music Ministry Coordinator, I am 
most impressed by the vibrancy, faith and dedication of the 
youth and young adults who are involved. I have so much 
fun being part of this ministry and consider it a privilege to 
be in this role.

If you, or someone you know, would like to be involved I 
would love to hear from you.

Sam Sivertsen - ssivertsen@chch.catholic.org.nz or call me 
on 353 0705 ext 5 .

The Diocesan Catholic Youth Team (CYT) recently launched 
its Frontline discipleship programme for 2019. Frontline aims 
to lead young people to a life of intentional discipleship and 
inspire them to get involved with youth ministry movements 
in their parish and diocese.

Previous participants in our Frontline programme have 
gone on to become key young leaders in our Catholic 
communities in parishes and schools. As with previous 
years, a small but enthusiastic group of young participants 
have signed up for this year's programme. We got 
underway with a 3 day camp at Blue Skies, Kaiapoi, bringing 
together our young leaders, CYT staff and other key young 
adults. This group will journey together throughout the 
year's programme.

The leaders arrived at Blue skies, Kaiapoi early on Friday to 
create a comfortable space for the young people. James 
Bryant kick started the evening with an interactive session 
on "Intentional Discipleship". The talk was a perfect starter 
which highlighted the depths the camp would reach over 
the weekend. We were also blessed to have Fr Philip 
Suelzer available for reconciliation, Mass and prayer.

Saturday was filled with talks and games which were 
centred on community. This gave the participants the 
opportunity to build a solid Christian fellowship with each 
other and to consider how they might do this with others in 
their home community. Their bond was evident when they 
sat together during meal times and got into conversations 
with each other.

The highlight of the day was having Mass at the beach with 
the sun breaking through the clouds during the liturgy. 
The night ended with the second keynote talk by April 
Williams on "Identity" and wound up with adoration and 
reconciliation.

Carmela Nepomuceno's Keynote talk on commitment 
concluded the talks for the weekend. This final session 
encouraged the young people to be faithful and 
accountable to each other in attending upcoming monthly 
formation. They were also encouraged to support each 
other in their Christian journey, especially when life 
becomes challenging.

Appropriately the weekend concluded with Mass, the 
source and summit of our lives.

"Frontline aims to lead young people
to a life of intentional discipleship 
and inspire them to get involved 
with youth ministry movements 
in their parish and diocese."
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In January, I joined New Zealand's 
World Youth Day (WYD) Pilgrimage 
to Panama. The 23 pilgrims included 
Bishop Charles Drennan of Palmerston 
North, Fr Alister Castillo as our chaplain, 
and Mr Dave Mullin as our team leader. 
For many of us, myself included, this 
was our first WYD. We partook in a 
gathering of 750 thousand Catholics 
from all around the world to celebrate, 
reflect, share, and proclaim our faith 
in God. We praised Jesus Christ and 
listened attentively to Pope Francis, his 
Vicar on earth.

Our group had the opportunity to 
be hosted out in the poorer areas of 
Panama for the first three nights. We 
experienced the humbling love and 
almsgiving of the locals who constantly 
offered us more than they had. This 
really opened our eyes and gave 
us all a dose of humility. One of the 
many fruits which was very personal 
for me was being able to see the 
universality of the Church for the first 
time. An experience that you will not find 
anywhere else is that of being able to 
feel and soak in a vibe and atmosphere 
of pure love, happiness and thanks for 
God. It was a place where everyone 
felt safe and no one was afraid, shy 
or embarrassed to simply be Catholic, 
which I found, for some, was a sad 
luxury in the world.

WYD itself was full of many activities 
such as Adoration nights, praise and 
worship concerts, and catechesis 

sessions. We also had opportunities to 
feed the poor, visit the sick, and play 
with the local children. Bishop Drennan 
and Fr Castillo were our spiritual 
advisors and leaders on our journey. 
They took our experience of WYD to 
another level by providing reflections, 
Mass, prayer, and constant group 
discussions. These activities gave us all 
the chance to look for deeper meaning.

During his homily, Pope Francis 
emphasised that we as the youth are 
not the future, but the now of God and 
His Church. We must take action now, 
just as Mary took action when the angel 
Gabriel visited her that night.

With all the constant laughter, endless 
walking, bucket loads of love for God, 
hilarious jokes, the fondest memories 
and the lifetime friendships forged, 
I am truly convinced that WYD is 
transformational for everyone.

- Maddy Frew (Chch WYD Pilgrim)

My WYD experience began a few years 
ago when I saw the live broadcast of 
the final Mass from Krakow in Poland. 
I thought to myself that it would be 
a cool thing to go and do, but never 
actually imagined being there. Here I 
am, three years later in 2019, having 
been to a WYD in Panama.

Being able to witness and journey with 
our Holy Father, Pope Francis, was a 
dream come true. I was lucky enough to 
be one of the few selected to meet the 
Holy Father. I represented New Zealand 

and addressed Pope Francis, as well 
as the 750,000 people at the opening 
ceremony. Representing my country and 
meeting the Pope was a truly awesome 
experience. It felt like Jesus was present 
in person. Being able to "bro hug" 
the Pope is definitely a memory I will 
treasure. World Youth Day in Panama 
was an amazing and eye-opening 
experience that I will remember for a 
lifetime.

- Jack O'Neill (Chch WYD Pilgrim)

Upon my return to Aotearoa, the common 
question I was asked was "what was 
your highlight of World Youth Day?" 
My response was always "I had many 
highlights" but there was one experience 
that deeply touched me, the Vigil.

We had walked a decent way to get to 
our location where we would celebrate 
the final Mass of the 2019 World Youth 
Day in Panama. We were waiting for the 
Holy Father to arrive to celebrate the Vigil 
evening which consisted of Adoration.

It was here that I experienced the 
amazing unity within our Catholic Faith. 
Here we were, a small pilgrim group 
from New Zealand, surrounded by 
750,000 young people from all parts 
of the world. Here we all were kneeling, 
standing, sitting and praying in front of 
the Blessed Sacrament; all praying as 
lay faithful, priests, religious, bishops and 
the Holy Father, in front of Jesus. When 
the Blessed Sacrament was exposed, the 
reverent silence was a moving experience. 
Just hours before that, the atmosphere 
was electric, filled with joyous chants, 
music, and friendly conversation.

Along with many of my fellow pilgrims, 
this was my first WYD. I did not know 
what to expect. An openness to the Holy 
Spirit kept reminding me and the others 
to follow in Mary's footsteps, to say 
"Yes" even though we did not know what 
to expect on our Panama pilgrimage. 
Meeting many young people from 
different parts of the world who are 
on fire for their faith was a great 
encouragement for me. It is a reminder 
that the faith goes beyond our shores.

God Bless

- Fr Alister Castillo 
(WYD Pilgrim Chaplain)

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005

Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz 0800 555 553

WoRlD YouTH DAY 2019
Three Pilgrims 
Share Their Experience



21

Y
o

u
n

g 
A

d
u

lt
s

NEW 2.4L OUTLANDER LS $33,990+ORC*

* Price listed is for Outlander 2.4L 2WD LS. Price excludes On Road Costs which includes WoF, registration and a full tank of fuel.

386 Moorhouse Avenue, Christchurch.  03 379 0588

The family SUV that brought you 
everything now has even more.

Within days of the horrific events of 
Friday 15 March, our young people 
were already calling for a response 
of prayer, love and unity. A group of 
students lead by Cashmere's Head 
Boy Oki Tilaia wanted to spread the 
message of hope to the community 
in the midst of the pain we were all 
experiencing.

On Facebook, thousands of young 
people indicated their desire to gather, 
to remember and to make a stand 
for the future of our community. They 
did so despite warnings of possible 
retaliation or further danger. Among 
them were hundreds of students 
from every Catholic school in the 
city: desperate to gather. The young 
people were devastated when at one 
point, it appeared the event might 
be cancelled due to safety concerns. 
"When will we get an opportunity to 
come together like this and pray with 
one another if we constantly give into 
this fear" one young woman asked.

By Monday 18 March, the police gave 
the event permission to go ahead. 
Thousands of young people and 
supporters attended, bringing paper 
chains of unity from each school. 
These chains reflected that we were 
"more strongly connected, not torn 
apart". Lighted candles passed on 
the light of hope which overcomes 
darkness. Inspiring words and prayers, 
powerful haka and beautiful waiata 
moved many of us to tears. Those 
from older generations who attended 
to listen and support our youth, were 
left in no doubt that our young people 
are a precious gift to us. We were left 
with the strong conviction that we 
must cherish them now. On the basis 

of this initiative, we certainly felt our 
future is in good hands.

Truly, we can say that "the people in 
darkness have seen a great light" and 
our young people are definitely among 
those shining and sharing that light 
with us all. 

- James Bryant 
Catholic Youth Team Manager

Student

Prayer Vigil
- An Inspirational Response

"When will we 
get an opportunity 
to come together 

like this and pray 
with one another 
if we constantly 
give into this fear" 
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Pier Giorgio Frassati was a James Dean 
of the Catholic world who was cut off 
in his prime. He was but 24 when he 
died in 1925. He has more to convey to 
young millennials than his good looks 
and charisma.

When many young people can feel 
paralysed by choice-making and 
commitment, Pier Giorgio got on with 
making the ordinary extraordinary. His 
secret was to give of himself in the 
everyday. He would take life one small 
step ahead in daily acts of heroism 
and joyful self-sacrifice.

Pier Giorgio was not exempt from 
the pangs of vocation discernment. 
Like many of us, he was caught in 
the dilemma of choosing between 
marriage and a religious vocation. 
Any dreams of becoming a priest or 
missionary were violently opposed by 
his family. They were determined he 
would succeed his father as editor of 
the successful Italian newspaper, "La 
Stampa". When Pier Giorgio brought 
home a lovely girl who was the love 
of his life, she too failed to meet with 
their approval. She was of poor means 
and an orphan. To the casual observer, 
Pier Giorgio died before he had 'sorted 
his life out', having no relationship, 
vocation or decent job to his name. 
Then why do millions venerate him, 
why was he beatified in 1990, and why 
was he made a patron saint of World 
Youth Days where millions of young 
people from across the globe are 
encouraged to copy his example?

Pier Giorgio's holiness was itself a 
miracle when everything about the 
life and family he was born into made 
sanctity unlikely. Coming from a 
prominent and wealthy Italian family 
and blessed with good looks and 
popularity, Pier Giorgio had all the 
ingredients to be a 'Player'. Instead, 
he used these to attract others to 
virtue, like the twenty soldiers he 
persuaded to attend Mass one Sunday 
or the group of young people, "the 
Sinister Ones", who went mountain 

climbing with him regularly, mixing 
deep discussions and high ideals 
with banter. Back at home his piety 
was regarded with suspicion by his 
worldly family who thought him good 
for nothing or at best dense. They had 
no idea of how well-regarded he was 
or that he spent most of his time and 
money helping the poor and the sick.

Pier Giorgio was not content to wait at 
the side-lines. Black and white photos 
show his handsome figure striding at 
the head of student demonstrations 
against the rising power of the 
intolerant Fascists. He was also very 
real: getting thrown out of another 
political address for heckling, failing 
his exams and punching a burglar. 
He was known for singing out of tune 
at the top of his voice and shouting 
poetry in the garden first thing in 
the morning. His favourite hobby, 
mountain climbing, was extremely 
dangerous. On each climb, he did 
not know if he would come back 
alive, so each time he made sure he 
was prepared for death with a clean 
conscience. This meant that, when 
he finally contracted poliomyelitis of 
which he died, wracked with pain and 
overlooked by his family, he was ready 
to meet his maker.

His father was a famous editor, senator 
and ambassador. His mother was an 
aristocrat and well-known painter. His 
parents had an unhappy marriage. 
Family mealtimes were strained and 
tearful and at the time of Pier Giorgio's 
death, his parents were heading 
for a legal separation. Pier Giorgio 
was agonised when his only sister 
married which left him alone, caught 
in a parental crossfire. Many of his 
life choices were governed by fear of 
causing his mother grief or provoking 
marital breakdown. Misunderstood 
by his family, starved of parental love 
and caught in their marital fallout, 
Pier Giorgio could have rebelled, 
become issue-ridden, cynical or 
inward-focused. He could have given 
up on God after all the late-night 

Adoration sessions and rosaries 
seemed to fall on deaf ears. Instead 
he chose the heroic and overlooked 
path of philanthropy. His family were 
overwhelmed by the huge crowds that 
attended his funeral, each one with 
a story of how he had helped them 
with funds, a friendly visit or much 
needed food. These were small acts 
on a student budget but he had not let 
that prevent him. Any help was better 
than none for the sick and poor that 
still flood our streets. If he could do it, 
then we can.

Perhaps this is why he has been 
singled out as a modern-day hero 
and role model for us millennials. He 
worked on being the best that he 
could be, not judging his life by others' 
standards but overcoming challenges 
in order to make the world a better 
place through the small ways, with 
a smile, a bit of bread and a couple 
of coins. Such day-to-day faith and 
heroism do not fall on deaf ears in 
heaven either, his parents' marriage 
recovering in the aftermath of his 
death. Unafraid of death, Pier Giorgio 
saw each day as an opportunity: to help 
others, enjoy God's creation and spread 
joy regardless of what waited for him 
at home. We each have the same 
opportunity. May we take it and make it.

Marie-Louise Van Spyk 
A Christchurch Catholic Millennial

Pier Giorgio Frassati: A model for Millennials
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The Bigger Picture

Vatican Astronomer Br. Guy Consolmagno 
SJ was in Christchurch on a tour of New 
Zealand during May. He gave inspirational 
talks to three groups: lunch with the 
Business community of the Canterbury 
region, an afternoon session with high 
school and university students, and a public 
evening session. These three events drew a 
total of just under 1000 people.

"It was a pleasure and privilege for me to 
spend time 'in conversation’ with Br Guy 
at each of the gatherings." said Fr John 
O'Connor, who interviewed Br Guy.

Tickets for our next Catholic Business 
Network lunch are now available. In early 
August, Bishop Paul will share his vision for 
the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.

If you missed the lunch visit 
https://foodforfaith.org.nz/2019/05/the-
bigger-picture/ to listen to the interview 
with the Vatican astronomer by Father John 
O'Connor. Also available are the other talks 
Br Guy gave during the day. We will offer in 
depth coverage of this very significant visit 
in Inform Issue 118. 

CATHOLIC BUSINESS NETWORK

Bishop Paul Martin SM

Plans for the Catholic Diocese 
of Christchurch
Please join the Catholic Business Network for the second luncheon of 2019 
where Bishop Paul will share his vision and plans for the Diocese. After the 
extensive damage to Church infrastructure caused by the 2011 earthquakes,

Bishop Paul and the leadership of the Diocese are faced with the single largest 
financial investments undertaken by the Catholic Church in New Zealand.

Become a member of the Catholic Business Network

NOW ONLY $270 
(INCL GST)

For more information contact Olivia Stopforth 
ostopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz or 03 366 9869

 � 12 month membership

 � Includes three luncheons and 
invite to Christmas gathering

 � LinkedIn group

 � Invitations to special CBN events 
within the Diocese

next 
luncheon

8 august 
2019
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From the Archivist
The Diocesan Archives website has undergone a refresh (https://archives.chchcatholic.nz/) and with it the 
addition of some new features including Parish Histories. We are progressively adding to these Parish Histories to 
give an historical overview of each parochial area. We are expanding our Biographies of our Bishops section and, 
as a taster, have included here our Biography of Bishop Edward Joyce, 4th bishop of the Christchurch Diocese.

The big, hearty but humble priest was a true Kiwi bloke 
of his era, known simply as Eddie to family, Ted to friends. 
His qualifications for the title of "Kiwi bloke" included being 
a North Canterbury farm boy, pupil at state primary and 
secondary schools, lover of cricket and rugby, angler who 
enjoyed a tipple, and a returned serviceman who kept in 
touch with old mates from the war. Impressionable males 
admired this bulky bishop driving a brand-new Ford V8 
Custom Fordor Sedan!

In spite of all this, or perhaps because of it, Edward was 
chosen as bishop. Not only as bishop, but as the first 
Mosgiel-trained and first Christchurch Diocesan priest to be 
elevated to this position.

Many in the diocese were as surprised by his appointment 
as he was. For here was a mere 46 year-old priest with 
minimal experience in local parishes and no academic 
qualifications, while any one of various senior priests and 
monsignori of proven ability had seemed more likely to be 
selected. Edward's initial reluctance to accept the sceptre 
was reflected in a comment by Auckland's Bishop James 
Liston. "The news of the appointment was for the chosen 
one a trial that struck deep into his heart," Liston said.

There were, of course, sound reasons for his appointment. 
The year was 1950. Canterbury was celebrating its 
centenary. World War II was in the recent past; patriotism 
was prevailing. Population figures were soaring and an 
economic boom lay just ahead. It was time for a local man, 
not a foreigner, nor even a North Islander, to be bishop.

It was time also for a practical Kiwi with ability to manage 
the changes and events that were looming. Departing 
Bishop Patrick Lyons (returning to Australia after setting the 
Christchurch Diocese on a firm financial footing) echoed this 
sentiment by remarking on Edward's "unusual skill in getting 
things done.”

Edward was ordained in 1930 by his uncle, Bishop James 
Byrne of Toowoomba, Australia, at the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament in Christchurch. Before going overseas 
with the army, Fr Joyce served as Assistant Priest in the 
Addington Parish.

The following is a quote referring to Fr Joyce. "He was of 
the Roman Catholic Church. I was reared in a Presbyterian 
household, but if I were asked to direct you to a first grade 
practising Christian I would point you to Padre Joyce," 
Milburn writes. He adds that Joyce "lived to serve". He 

Bishop edward Joyce

He might have been labelled Edward the Unwilling, for Fr Edward Joyce was 
aghast when notified of his appointment as the fourth Bishop of Christchurch.
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visited "every little place where any New Zealanders were 
stationed. Whether Protestants, Roman Catholics, atheists, 
agnostics or just disinterested, everyone had a warm feeling 
for the padre." Milburn recalls that, some years after the war, 
Fr Joyce encouraged him and his wife to go into business. 
The couple followed his advice with success. They also 
became ardent listeners to the religious talks and sermons 
Fr Joyce gave on the radio.

Returning from the war, Fr Joyce was posted to the Army 
Reserve with the rank of Major. Meanwhile he resumed 
his vocation as a priest of the Diocese of Christchurch. 
Among other duties he was most active working with 
military veterans and war refugees. He also assisted at the 
Greymouth Parish.

Bishop Lyons then appointed Fr Joyce as an Assistant at 
the Riccarton Parish, explaining: "Your special work will be 
the care of the upper part of this parish, which includes 
Upper Riccarton, Hornby and Islington". The bishop added 
that he regarded Fr Joyce as "one of the senior Assistants 
in the diocese and one who has undoubted gifts for very 
successful pastoral labours". It would be no surprise then, 
that he became foundation Parish Priest of the newly 
established Parish of Sockburn in 1948.

His brief term at Sockburn was his only posting in charge of 
a parish. In 1950 he was consecrated Bishop of Christchurch 

in the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament by 
New Zealand's three other 
bishops, McKeefry, Liston 
and Kavanagh. Sadly, 
his father was by then 
deceased and his mother 
was unable to attend 
because of illness.

Fr Tom Liddy, who served 
at the cathedral for 12 
years, many of these as Cathedral Administrator, describes 
Bishops Lyons and Joyce in a handwritten memoir and in 
an article in The Tablet. While not attempting to contrast 
the two, Liddy refers to Lyons' strength in finance and 
administration which had "put the diocese on its feet", while 

" The news of the appointment was for the chosen 
one a trial that struck deep into his heart "
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This Gospel I have chosen for John’s 
funeral Mass touches the very core 
of our life in the Church. Christ calls 
himself the Good Shepherd. The 
Good Shepherd is the one who 
establishes an unbreakable and 
permanent relationship with his flock. 
This unbreakable relationship is 
characterised by his total self-giving. 
That is what makes him a Good 
Shepherd. In Jesus own words “I lay 
down my life for my sheep”. Thus, we 
live in love and in trust.

Like all priests committed to service, 
John Noonan modelled himself on 
Christ the Good Shepherd. His ministry 
began in 1964 and stretched over the 
next 54 years.

John wore his priestly stole with 
dignity and with a strong commitment. 
He was that caring shepherd who 
knew his people and loved them and 
was totally committed in each parish 
the bishop appointed him to.

John could also put on the carpenter’s 
overalls and work manually. With an 
eye for design and art, some splendid 
parish buildings have been built or 
renovated or repaired under his watch. 
In Cobden he ably extended and 
altered Holy Rosary Church. On the 
Chatham Islands, on Pitt Island, the 
exquisite building dedicated to Our Lady 
of the Antipodes is due to John’s vision 
and courage. The parish centre in St 
Joseph’s Papanui is another credit to his 
ability, determination and foresight. The 
Diocesan Building & Sites Committee 
which had oversight of all buildings was 
one of the many diocesan committees 
John worked on over the years.

John Noonan was Parish Priest of the 
Chatham Islands at the time of the 
crayfish boom and the Islands’ needs 
at that time were numerous and the 
population increased and his pastoral 
care was greatly extended and very 
challenging.

Everyone knows that to build a church 
on Pitt Island was a very demanding 
task; but it happened and in 1974 the 
church dedicated to Our Lady of the 
Antipodes was opened and blessed.

It was an historic occasion! This parish 
church was opened by the Prime 
Minister in Office, Mr Norman Kirk and 
blessed by our Bishop, Brian Ashby.

This was a rare privilege for the 
diocese. Prime Minister Kirk had a long 
association with the Chatham Islands; 
it was in his electorate of Lyttelton. 
He knew all the families by name and 
appreciated their isolation and he 
considered it a privilege to be asked to 
open this church on the remote Island 
of Pitt.

At this time John’s pastoral presence 
and work on the Chatham Islands 
became recognised by many in the 
community as quite remarkable. I do 
believe that it was the Prime Minister 
himself who nominated John for a 
Queen’s Birthday Honour with a huge 
support from the community. In June 
of that year, 1974, John was awarded 
the British Empire Medal.

John in his youth was a keen rugby 
player! At St Bede’s College he 
captained the First Fifteen. As a young 
man working in Kaikoura he played 
representative football for Canterbury 
counties. His position as backline 
centre trained him for speed, fleetness 

REQUIEM MASS

FOR THE REVEREND

Father John Noonan
Born - 6 November 1933

Ordained Priest - 6 July 1964

Died - 20 December 2018

ST MARY’S PRO-CATHEDRAL, CHRISTCHURCH

28 DECEMBER 2018

CELEBRANT

The Most Reverend Paul Martin SM, DD

Bishop of Christchurch "I lay down my life for my sheep"

Father John Noonan
6 November 1933 - 20 December 2018

"He was that caring shepherd who knew his people and loved them"

describing Joyce as "very human... most discerning... not 
academic but 'knowing...' a large man with a big heart".

Bishop Lyons had worked closely with Fr Joyce and the 
tone of letters between the two (in the Diocesan Archives) 
reflects genuine friendship. Later Bishop of Christchurch, 
Dr Brian Ashby, wrote in 1980 that Fr Joyce's "varied abilities 
came to the notice of Bishop Lyons who entrusted him with 
a number of chaplaincies and representative duties". In his 
diocesan centennial history, Held Firm by Faith, Fr Michael 
O'Meeghan SM says Fr Joyce became "a sort of executive 
officer" to Bishop Lyons.

As an example, Fr Joyce's diplomacy in negotiating vexed 
funeral and burial arrangements for Catholic victims of the 
1947 Ballantynes fire tragedy proved successful and drew 
widespread admiration.

It may be inferred from Liddy's writings that Joyce was 
Lyons' protégé. It may be presumed that Lyons' setting of 
a solid financial base for the diocese helped his successor 
with the challenges that were to come.

Bishop Ashby recognised the challenges that faced Joyce 
in his 13 years as bishop. Chief among these was "rapid 
growth" in the diocese. As examples: 14 new parishes were 

to be established, new schools built, new religious orders 
arrived, new priests ordained ("in numbers unknown," as 
Liddy says). The growing need for lay teachers to fill school 
staffing vacancies raised issues of training in religious 
education and payment at State levels.

Ashby adds that the groundwork for handling such matters 
had been done by Lyons. However, Bishop Joyce still had to 
deal with issues arising, ranging from Catholic participation 
in Canterbury Centennial celebrations, to the death of King 
George VI - as a military man and active member of the RSA 
and Canterbury Officers' Club, Joyce probably rated as an 
Empire loyalist.

Pope Pius XII's death and the new Pope John XXIII's 
announcement of a 2nd Vatican Council, with the promise 
of "opening the windows of the Church to let the winds of 
change blow in", must have presented a challenge to all 
bishops. Edward Joyce would not have been immune.

The strain of travel and participation in Vatican II took a toll 
on Joyce's already weakening health. His personal letters 
to Fr Gerry Kane (in the archives) show that he found the 
council proceedings long, slow and tiring. However, on a 
break in London in 1963 he watched cricket and enthused 
about the "hostility" of local fast bowlers.

Bishop Joyce..."very human...most discerning...not academic but 'knowing...' a large man with a big heart".
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Homily Given by Fr Kevin Burns
At the Requiem Mass of Fr John Noonan

St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, 27 December 2018
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"I lay down my life for my sheep"

of foot and an eye for the line. At the 
height of this exciting and fulfilling life 
with good employment prospects this 
young man, John Noonan, was called 
by the Good Shepherd to follow him. 
He left the life he had and loved, to 
follow Christ into an unknown future. 
He never looked back!

These past four years have not been 
easy for John; he struggled to accept 
that he was unable to carry on in 
public ministry. It was no easy task for 
him to slow right down and become 
so dependent.

When I last visited John, I read him the 
list of clergy changes in the diocese 
for next year. He listened and nodded 
as I read the list. Then when I finished, 
in loud dramatic voice he exclaimed, 
“I’m not on the list; Burnsie we’re not 
on the list, where are we going?”

I replied, “Johnny, we’re going 
nowhere, we’ve been!” With this 
little drama now over, which we both 
enjoyed, we began reminiscing on 
where we had been. That famous 
quote from the prophet Joel came to 
my mind - your old men shall dream 
dreams - there we were recalling our 
appointments in the past. We had a 
rollicking good time and I remember 

saying with a certain vigour as one 
often had to in John’s presence, “Well 
done good and faithful servant”.

The next line from the prophet Joel is 
‘your young men see vision’.

Well after all, we were young in 
heart and we looked at the list of 
appointments again for 2019 and 
rejoiced that new shepherds were 
moving to where we had been, new 
shepherds were attending the flock. 
All was continuing smoothly and 
without us! We talked about our 
Bishop Paul, and gave thanks that he 
accepted the call to come amongst 
us as our chief shepherd and we 
rejoiced in the new plans emerging for 
our diocese under his direction. Yes, 
we discovered there was a lot to pray 
about, and what is more, the future 
looked good.

When I heard of John’s death, I was 
finishing my breviary reading for the day. 
The reading was from Ezekiel, another 
shepherd reading (34) and this is it;

“I myself will pasture my sheep, it is 
the Lord who speaks, I will look for 
the lost one, I will bring back the stray, 
bandaged the wounded and make the 
weak strong. I myself will show them 
where to rest”.

“I myself will show them where to rest”

The Good Shepherd who first called 
John to follow him, has now re-visited 
him and has taken him to himself, and 
will now be showing him where to rest.

Fr Kevin Burns

"He was that caring shepherd who knew his people and loved them"

Soon after his return from the second session, he died 
suddenly, on January 28, 1964. He was 59. In accordance 
with his own request, he was buried in the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

The Pope's Apostolic Delegate to Australia, New Zealand 
and Oceania, Monsignor Carboni, referred to Edward Joyce 
as "the most pastoral bishop in Australasia". But let the man 
who succeeded him as Bishop of Christchurch pay a final 
tribute.

Bishop Ashby wrote of Joyce: "A kindly man, as big of heart 
as he was of stature. He was a man of common touch, 
identifying with the common man, Catholic and non-
Catholic alike. He was also a humble man. But above all he 
will be remembered as a man of faith who communicated 
that faith by word as well as by example. Few were his equal 
in preaching the word. Never were his rosary beads far from 
his hands."

Acknowledgments: Thank you to the author, Michael Crean. 
Material from the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch Archives 
- Archives References: 2018.24 Papers of Bishop Joyce; 
Unaccessioned Photographic collection

Bishop Joyce..."very human...most discerning...not academic but 'knowing...' a large man with a big heart".



28

A
ro

u
n

d
 th

e P
a

rish
es / In

 th
e D

io
cese

5.30pm Mass with Pro-Cathedral Parish Youth

Kathleen Burford initiated this ethnically diverse group of migrant 
and refugee women quilters in 1998. "I started the group over 20 
years ago, when a friend Sister Maryanne Cahill who worked with 
refugee families told me how lonely the women were. I had the 
skills and knew of a suitable venue where a team of volunteers 
could teach quilting classes. We meet every Monday in the 
Sydenham Community Hall from 10.00am to 1.00pm. Though we 
are linguistically diverse, language is never a problem when you 
are working on a creative project.

Over the past 20 years, more than 300 women have made at least 
2,000 quilts for themselves and families out of fabric donated by 
people throughout New Zealand. The ladies stay for two years 
before leaving us and generally we take two women from each 
country at any one time. We have a waiting list."

March 31st saw the first Youth Mass 
take centre stage, to the awe of the 
Pro-Cathedral congregation. These 
young people, the future of the 
Church, made their mark in one united 
voice projecting harmony and peace.

The Pro-Cathedral Parish Youth Team 
began its ministry in February 2018. 
It is spearheaded by Fr Edwin Colaco 
SDB, with the support of Bishop Paul 
and Pro-Cathedral Administrator, 
Fr Chris Friel. The last Saturday of 
each month sees youth gathering for 
spiritual growth, fellowship, formation 
and service. Join us and become a 
pivotal force growing spiritually and 
reaching out in the fellowship of our 
faith to the community and beyond.

" Together we are
like a big quilt."

Twenty Years of The Refugee 
Migrant Women's Quilting Group

In April, St John of God Hauora Trust 
welcomed Bishop Paul to share 
the extent of their health and social 
services with him.

The bishop visited the 60 room 
residential care service known as 
St John of God Halswell to meet 
residents and caregivers at the site. 
Along with a tour of the Granada 
Centre for Rehabilitation Excellence 
and transitional living centre Pampuri 
House, the bishop was also called on 
to play talking heads with residents.

Joanne Hope is the National Manager 
of Mission Integration. She said that 
the visit brought into focus our role 
in meeting community need in the 
region. "Our work in residential care as 
well as social services is focused on 
inspiring hope in people so they might 
discover the richness and fullness 
of their life. We appreciate Bishop 
Paul's interest in our services and the 
recognition of our place amongst the 
family of Catholic social and health 
services in the diocese."

Bishop Paul also visited St John of 
God Waipuna in Christchurch East, 
a social services agency which 
supports vulnerable young people 
and young parents to achieve growth 
and development. Bishop Paul met 
with the Young Parents Development 
team who provide vital pregnancy and 
parenting education as well as social 
work and social housing coordination 
services.

For more information about St John of 
God Hauora Trust, visit www.sjog.org.
nz or its Annual Report at 
https://stjohnofgodannualreport.nz/.

Bishop Paul visits St John of God Hauora Trust
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In September last year, Fr James 
Mallon spoke to 130 lay people in 
Christchurch. Fr Mallon is the author 
of a book called Divine Renovation: 
from a Maintenance to a Missional 
Parish. The book details the journey of 
building the parish of St Benedict’s in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia into a vibrant and 
dynamic parish centred on missionary 
discipleship. The Alpha programme 
was the central plank for all their 
evangelising efforts.

Alpha in a Catholic Context helps 
Catholic parishes run Alpha and is 
endorsed by Catholic Bishops such 
as Archbishop Mark Coleridge of 
Brisbane, “for many years now and 
in various parts of the world, Alpha 
has shown itself powerful in bringing 
faith alive in all kinds of people. Its 
focus is on Jesus, its method is simple 
and its appeal is wide-ranging. It is 
also well adapted for use in Catholic 
communities looking to provide the 
kind of ignition we need if we are to 
become a more missionary Church.”

On Saturday 2nd March, the Bishop’s 
Pastoral Office offered a training day 
for parish leaders who are considering 
running Alpha in their parish. Lorraine 
McCarthy, from Alpha in a Catholic 
Context in Australia presented to 76 
people at St Gregory’s, Bishopdale. 
Those attending included leaders 
from Timaru, Ashburton and Hokitika. 
The training included topics such as 

what Alpha is, how to run it, how Alpha 
fits into a faith formation process in a 
Parish, running Alpha small groups, 
the retreat weekend, and getting 
Alpha started in a parish.

The training was outstanding and the 
feedback has been excellent.

Alpha in a Catholic Context

Over the past few years, the Pastoral Office has offered 
a programme of formation for parishes. The programme 
began in the Year of Faith by Bishop Barry Jones as 
one initiative to address the concern of Pope Benedict 
XVI that that in many parts of the world, the power and 
beauty of the Catholic Faith was not well appreciated. 
This year, seven sessions are being offered.

They include:

Renewing the Church through Encountering Jesus in 
Adoration: Reflections from the book In Sinu Jesu

- Matt O’Connell

The Seal of Confession - Msgr Brendan Daly

How Art and Image will successfully re-engage your 
Parish, get the People back to Church and increase 
the takings in your plate (and we have the evidence!)

- Damien Walker

Praying the Mysteries of the Rosary with Mary, 
mother of Jesus - Fr Allan Jones SM

Helping People Grieve: 
Running Seasons for Growth in your parish

- Lauren Butler

Understanding Catholic teaching on abortion, 
euthanasia and other life issues - Brendan Malone

Deepening Our Prayer Life throughout 
the Liturgical Year - Marianne Daly

Information on each of these sessions has been sent 
to every parish. If you would like to have a speaker in 
your parish please contact your parish priest or parish 
council chairperson.

For more, contact Matt O'Connell 03 366 9869 or 
moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz. 

Formation Sessions for Parishes in 2019

For more information about Alpha please contact Matt O’Connell 
on 03 366 9869 or moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz.
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The South Island Jubilee celebrations of the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions 
took place in Addington in January. It was a wonderful gathering of friends and 
family of the Jubilarians from around the diocese and beyond.

Srs Mary Frawley and Constance Hurley celebrated seventy five years of 
consecration for mission, while Srs Anne Marie Shine and Lorraine Lawson 
celebrated their Golden jubilee of fifty years of consecration for mission.

In the North Island, Srs Mary Therese Kowalewski celebrated seventy five years, 
while Sr Ann Martin celebrated seventy years.

We wish the Jubilarians many more blessings in their religious missionary life.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.
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A Final Profession in Tonga
12 January was a day of blessing, thanksgiving and joy for the Little Company of Mary (LCM) and 

the people of Tonga. Sr Helena Kivalu made her Final Profession in the Pea Church of St John the 
Baptist, close to the LCM Sisters' Tongan home. LCM Sisters from other countries joined Sr 

Helena's family, parishioners and many friends for Mass celebrated by Cardinal Sione 
Mafi. Refreshments and entertainment then followed.

Helena Kivalu was born and grew up in Tonga. She completed her Novitiate training 
in the Philippines and spent three months apostolic experience as a volunteer at the 
Christchurch City Mission. Her present ministry in Tonga includes caring for disabled 

children at the Mango Daycare Centre, visiting housebound parishioners, and 
offering catechetical instruction for a class of parish children.

Sister Justina 
Comeskey LCM
Sr Justina Comeskey LCM died 
peacefully at Nazareth House 
on February 27th 2019, the 67th 
year of her Religious Profession. 
Her requiem Mass took place 
at Nazareth House Chapel on 
2 March. Her motto was "All for 
Jesus through Mary."

After completing her Novitiate 
and Nursing Training at 
Lewisham in Sydney, Justina 
was Finally Professed at 
Calvary Hospital in Wellington 
in 1956. Over the years, she 
was based at all New Zealand 
Calvary Hospitals in Wellington, 
Hawera, Christchurch and 
Invercargill. After retiring from 
nursing duties, Justina visited 
elderly and needy people in 
their Christchurch homes, and 
was greatly appreciated for the 
difference she made in their 
lives.

We pray in thanksgiving for 
her life of faithfulness to her 
vocation, her love of people, 
and her sense of humour and 
fun. May she now rest in peace.
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The 10th of December 2018 
marked fifty years since the death 
of the famous Trappist monk and 
international author, Thomas Merton. 
He died unexpectedly in 1968 at the 
age of 53, while in Asia on a speaking 
tour about the renewal of monastic 
life. He left behind dozens of books, 
thousands of journal entries and 
tens of thousands of letters. His 
father, Owen Merton and other family 
members were born in Christchurch 
and some are buried in the Waimairi 
cemetery. His favourite Aunt Kit is 
buried there. She was drowned in the 
Wahine disaster, just months before 
his own death.

It was fitting then that members 
of the Christchurch Chapter of the 
International Thomas Merton Society 
gathered at the cemetery to mark the 
50th anniversary of his death. We read 
his letters to family about his aunt's 
death and other significant letters to 
friends. We were privileged to have 
a Sister of Mercy, Sr Marie Fitzgerald 
(Sister Nivard) with us, who read an 
original letter written to her by Thomas 
Merton when she corresponded with 
him about his Aunt Kit's death. John 
Merton is a cousin of Thomas Merton. 
He was unable to be with us, but a 
letter from Thomas to him was also 
read. Those present shared memories 
about this famous monk before 
prayers were offered and the group 
adjourned to the Pro-Cathedral for 
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Christchurch Chapter of the 
International Thomas Merton Society

supper and an Office of Prayer. This Compline service was the one the Monks at 
Gethsemane prayed on the day they heard of Merton's death. It was a fitting and 
memorable tribute in prayer to one who had contributed so much to society.

The following quote was read aloud by all present at the graveside:

"A life is either all spiritual or not spiritual at all.
No man can serve two masters. 
Your life is shaped by the end you live for. 
You are made in the image of what you desire."

- Thomas Merton

Thomas Merton was never able to visit New Zealand. Nonetheless, the 
Christchurch Chapter continues to visit and pray at the graves on significant 
occasions, promote his works wherever possible and meet regularly to pray 
communally and study excerpts from his books.



32

A quARTERlY 
NEWSlETTER PuBlISHED 
BY THE CATHOlIC BISHOP 
OF CHRISTCHuRCH.

Please attach your high 
resolution images or send us 
a link to a file sharing website. 
Do not embed images in your 
article.

JPEG format is most suitable 
for photos.

Please identify people featured 
in images and where images 
are taken.

Deadline for next issue:

friday 28 June 2019

Contributions may be sent at 
any time to:

The Editor, PO Box 4544, 
Christchurch 8140.

Phone: (03) 595 5934 (Editor)

www.chchcatholic.nz

Email: 
inform@chch.catholic.org.nz

The team from host school Catholic Cathedral College won the coveted Bishop Lyons Shield for 2019.

On 2 February, a festival of love and 
Pacific Island drumming rang out over 
the thick stone walls of the Carmelite 
Monastery here in Christchurch. Not 
only was this date the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord and the World 
Day of Consecration, it was also the 
celebration of the Silver Jubilee of Sr 
Marietta Agnes of Jesus OCD. Thirty-five 
family members from around the world 
and more than 350 friends joined the 
Carmelite sisters for this celebration.

Bishop Paul was the principal celebrant 
and he was joined at the altar by 
principal concelebrants Bishop 
Emeritus Basil Meeking and Mons 
Brendan Daly and 13 of their brother 

priests. The Catholic Youth Music Team 
led the singing, helped by the St James 
Samoan youth choir. The congregation 
overflowed from the chapel out to a 
marquee where a screen was set up 
to view the Mass. At the end of Mass, 
Sr Marietta was presented with the 
Papal Blessing by Bishop Paul. She 
spoke of her gratitude to all present 
for their loving and generous support. 
Sr quoted the words of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians, "God has called you and 
he will not fail you."

All adjourned to the visitors room for 
the cutting of a magnificent cake, a 
delicious lunch and an afternoon of 
entertainment.


