


GETTING THE PRAYER OF THE 

FAITHFUL RIGHT 

“These petitions must be easily heard and understood by the lay faithful who give their assent to them when 

they say ‘Lord, hear our prayer’.” 
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CONTEXT :  In more recent times, the lay 

faithful have been invited to prepare the 

Prayer of the Faithful for Sunday Mass.  

Generally, prayers for the needs of the 

Church, our leaders or public authorities, 

our communities and for the salvation of 

souls are being offered well.  In this 

newsletter, we wish to encourage all who 

are involved in preparing these prayers to 

be mindful of what the Church requires and 

write petitions in a clear, concise and 

consistent style.  These petitions must be 

easily heard and understood by the lay 

faithful who give their assent to them when 

they say, "Lord: hear our prayer".  

 

WHAT DOES THE GENERAL  INSTRUCTION 

OF THE ROMAN MISSAL  SAY?  

“In the Universal Prayer or Prayer of the 

Faithful, the people respond in some sense 

to the word of God which they have 

received in faith and, exercising the office 

of their baptismal priesthood, offer prayers 

to God for the salvation of all…” It is 

desirable that there usually be such a form 

of prayer in Masses celebrated with the 

 

people, so that petitions may be offered for 

Holy Church, for those who govern with 

authority over us, for those weighed down by 

various needs, for all humanity, and for the 

salvation of the whole world.” (General Instruction of the 

Roman Missal, (GIRM) No. 69) 

 

CONTENT :  

As a rule, the series of intentions is to be:  

 

For the needs of the Church; 

For public authorities and the salvation of the whole world;  

For those burdened by any kind of difficulty;  

For the local community.  
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“Never t he les s ,  i n  a  par t icu la r 

celebration, such as a Confirmation, a 

Marriage, or at a Funeral, the series of 

intentions may be concerned more 

closely with the particular occasion."            

- (GIRM  No.70) 

 

 

“The intentions announced should be 

sober, be composed with a wise liberty 

and in few words, and they should be 

expressive of the prayer of the entire 

community.  They are announced from 

the ambo or from another suitable 

place, by the Deacon or by a cantor, 

a reader, or one of the lay faithful.”             

- (GIRM No. 71)  

 

DISCERNMENT OF  NEEDS   

Where possible, those preparing to 

write the Prayer of the Faithful for any 

particular Sunday Mass should consider 

a time of silent prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament and reflect on the 

readings of the day for that Mass.  The 

prayers should be checked by those 

involved in pastoral ministry in the 

parish to ensure that particular needs 

are reflected.  Published intercessions 

may be useful.  Care should be taken 

to ensure they reflect local needs.  Too 

great a reliance on published sources 

may cause the Prayer of the Faithful to 

sound generic and vague.  Drawing 

upon informed media to highlight 

international events such as tsunamis 

or major catastrophes is helpful.  

STRUCTURE OF THE  PRA YER  

The best formula to ensure clear and concise 

prayers is "for" (pause) "that" (pause): Let us pray to 

the Lord.  R. Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

EXAMPLES:  

1. For the Shepherds of our souls, (short pause)  

 That they may have the strength to govern 

wisely 

 the flock entrusted to them by the Good 

Shepherd. (Pause) 

 Let us pray to the Lord. 

 R: Lord, hear our Prayer. 

 

2. For peace among nations, (short pause)  

 That, delivered from all turmoil,  

 the peoples may serve God in freedom of 

heart.  (Pause) 

 Let us pray to the Lord. 

 R: Lord, hear our prayer 

 

3. For our own community, (short pause)  

 That it may bear witness with great 

confidence 

 to the resurrection of Christ. (Pause) 

 Let us pray to the Lord. 

 R: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

4. For the elderly who suffer from isolation or 

 sickness, (short pause)  

 That they may be strengthened 

 by our love for them as brothers and sisters.  

 (Pause) 

 Let us pray to the Lord. 

 R: Lord, hear our prayer. 



INTRODUCTION AND CONCLUSION  

“It is for the Priest Celebrant to regulate this prayer from the chair.  

He himself begins it with a brief introduction, by which he calls 

upon the faithful to pray, and likewise he concludes it with an 

oration”. (GIRM No 71) Prayers are addressed to God the Father 

and conclude through the intercession of Christ the Lord. Prayers 

are never addressed to Our Lady.  However, her intercession may 

be invoked.  The ‘Hail Mary’ is never to be used to conclude the 

Prayer of the Faithful. 

 

CONCLUDING  THOUGHTS  

While the overall Prayer of the Faithful is addressed to God, the 

individual intentions are addressed to the lay faithful.  If a petition 

begins with “loving God, we pray that you will….” , it does not 

conform to the requirements of the Roman Missal.  Copies of the 

prayer should be in a binder, with one for the priest and one 

other just in case. 

 

With all this in mind, we offer every encouragement to those 

involved in formulating the Prayer of the Faithful.  It does require 

time, commitment and personal prayer and is a responsibility to 

be undertaken with care. 

 

5. For those who have died recently (especially…) (short pause) 

 That they will receive their eternal reward in heaven. (Pause) 

 Let us pray to the Lord. 

 R: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Prayers may also be concluded with the words: 

 Lord hear us 

 Response: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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