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From the Bishop
Greetings to you in this season of Advent.
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If you are like me you will be thinking, “where did this year go now it is approaching Christmas?” It feels as if
our lives are moving at a faster rate all the time. As a result we tend to get very frantic in this time leading up
to Christmas as we look to complete our working year. It is very easy to lose sight of what we are preparing to
celebrate, namely the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
The gift of God’s Son to our world
is something that we should never
take for granted, so I encourage you
to adopt some little practice this
Advent to help in your preparation.
If you have children, perhaps read
them the Christmas narratives from
the scriptures and talk about what
happened. For adults perhaps take
time to read the readings for Mass
each day leading up to Christmas and
perhaps find a little commentary to
read alongside it. I quite like Creighton
University’s daily reflections:
http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/daily.html
which also have the readings included.
Fr John O’Connor has daily offerings
for Advent at his Food for Faith site
also https://foodforfaith.org.nz/.
Whatever it is I encourage you to try
and spend some time in prayer and
preparation for Christmas.

Bishop’s Care Appeal
One of the key messages from
Christmas relates to caring for our
brothers and sisters who find this a
difficult time. For many, Christmas is
a time of sadness, whether because
of bad memories of Christmas’ past
or because of the absence of loved
ones or a sense of isolation in their
lives. It can also be a time of stress
for families. Our Christian tradition has
always focused on looking out for
others in a material way at this time of
the year.
As part of this, the diocese is
establishing the Bishop’s Care
Appeal. This is a chance to make a
contribution to a fund that will be used
to help those in need, both through
our existing agencies and also through
particular needs that come to our
attention. Perhaps as a family, you
might talk with your children about

making a donation to help others and
your children might forgo a present
or make a contribution from their own
funds. Whatever it is, our ongoing
support for those who are in need is
an important facet of our Christmas
action.

Renovated Churches
I have been delighted to be present
to re-open the renovated churches of
St Bernadette’s in Hornby, St Patrick’s
in Akaroa and Our Lady of Victories
in Sockburn. The strengthening and
beautification of these Churches
has not only made them safer but
also more conducive to prayer and
gathering together. Thank you to all
those who have contributed financially
to these projects and for those who
are continuing to do so in other parts
of the diocese. Thank you also to
those people who have been involved
in these projects with your practical
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Confirmation for the Korean Community at St Teresa’s Parish, Riccarton

skills. We are very blessed to have
people who are generous with their
time and talents.

Sacrament of Confirmation
Over these last three months, I have
enjoyed celebrating the Sacrament
of Confirmation in our parishes and
in some of our Catholic secondary
schools. To see young people coming
forward asking to receive the Holy
Spirit is inspiring and knowing that the
Spirit is given to them bodes well for
great work in the future. Our challenge
is to keep our young people engaged
with their faith, to talk with them about
what we believe and why, to show
them that we are people of prayer and
that this is at the heart of who we are,
men and women in relationships with
Jesus Christ whom we love and who
loves us unconditionally. We have a
wonderful gift in our faith and also in
our young people. Let us do all we

can to encourage them and give good
witness by our own lives to what it is
to be a follower of Jesus Christ and a
member of his Church.

Future structure
of our Diocese
You will be aware that we are
continuing to work on decisions
regarding Marian College and also the
future structure of parishes. Next year
will be a year for a lot of consultation
and discussion as we look to how we
will be structured. This will require
of us the ability to listen to others, to
try and see the path ahead and to
perhaps be required to give up some
of the things that have been very
dear to us for the sake of something
different and hopefully better. These
are not easy things to do and so we will
need to ask for charity and the graces
of the Holy Spirit as we embark on this
work.

Royal Commission
on Abuse in State Care
The inclusion of the churches in the
Royal Commission on Abuse in State
Care in New Zealand is a welcomed
opportunity for us to be able to learn
from the mistakes of the past, to help
those who have been abused by
members of the Church to be heard,
and to ensure that good processes
are in place for the safeguarding of
people in the Church in the future. It
has been a difficult time leading up
to this, and we must face the wrongs
that were done by people who were
trusted in the Church. I want to assure
you that we will cooperate fully with
the Royal Commission. I also want to
acknowledge all those good people
who have done no wrong but who
are affected by the sins of others. This
includes priests, religious and lay
people who have worked or continue
to work for the Church. Over these

The diocesan website:

www.chchcatholic.nz
advertises events happening
within the diocese. As a parish,
school, or church group you
are welcome to advertise
events. You can list your event
from the link on the home
page under ‘events’.
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coming years we must continue to
pray for all involved in this work and
that our Church will be a safer and
holier body for it all.

The Gift of
Priestly Ordination
Six of us reached key milestones in our
priestly lives this year. Frs Jim Nicholas
and Vince Curtin SM celebrated their
60th Jubilees; Frs Barry Malone SM
and John Craddock SM celebrated
their 50th Jubilees; while Fr Peter
Costello and myself celebrated our
25th Jubilees. I congratulate them all
and give thanks for the grace of my
own priesthood.

Thank you
This time of year is when we say thank
you to people for all they have done
for us during the year. I wish to take
this opportunity to thank all the people
of the diocese and those who work in
our schools, parishes, diocesan offices,

youth teams, social services, care
agencies and in so many other areas.
As your bishop, it has been a real
privilege for me to begin to get around
and see what is being done by so
many in the name of the Gospel and
under the banner of our Church. I have
been very touched by the welcome
I have received and the promise of
prayers that so many have given. It
is a privilege to be the Bishop of this
diocese. I want you to know you will be
in my prayers this Christmas and that
I am grateful to you all for your faithful
witness to Jesus Christ in our diocese.
You may be aware that a number of
the priests are moving parishes at
the end of January. The call of the
priest is to serve the people wherever
they are asked by the bishop. The
willingness and generosity of so
many of our priests to respond to this
call is a sign of their goodness and
holiness. They recognise that Christ
is present wherever they are asked
to serve. Moving is never easy after
building relationships with people. I

know you will appropriately farewell
your priests and warmly welcome
those newly appointed to serve in your
communities.
I want to acknowledge the Society of
Mary who have been providing priests
for the parish of Akaroa for the last 32
years and who are no longer able to
do so. The people of Akaroa and the
diocese have been blessed by the
contribution of the men who have
served there. We give thanks for the
Society and its work and continue to
remember them in our prayers.
May you and your families be blessed
this Christmas and may you be kept
safe over the holiday period.
Yours in Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM

CHRISTCHURCH DIOCESE - CLERGY APPOINTMENTS 2019
These appointments will commence the weekend of 26/27 January 2019
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NEW APPOINTMENT

Fr Denis Nolan

Parish Priest Mid Canterbury

Fr Rick Loughnan

Parish Priest Burnside & Bryndwr

Fr Joaquin Camano

Assistant Priest Mid Canterbury

Fr Kevin Wei

Assistant Priest Burnside & Bryndwr

Fr Joselito Quinones Parish Priest Mackenzie

Fr Alister Castillo

Assistant Priest Burnside & Bryndwr

Fr Larry Mijares

Assistant Priest Greymouth

Fr Thanh Tran

Assistant Priest Hoon Hay & Halswell

Fr Peter Norris

Parish Priest Hokitika

Fr Sean Britto CSJ

Assistant Priest Riccarton

Fr Geoff Gray

Parish Priest Akaroa

Fr Philip Suelzer CSJ

Assistant Chaplain Tertiary Ministries

Fr Benito Velasco

Parish Priest Papanui

Fr John Adams

Parish Priest Waimakariri

Fr Do Nguyen

Assistant Priest Papanui

Fr Paul Avarez

Assistant Priest Waimakariri

Fr Tien Cao

Assistant Priest Mairehau
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Spiritual Direction
and the Lay of the Land

Issue 115 - December 2018
Nga mihi nui
from the editorial desk.

Recent graduates of Te Wairua Mahi, including new Christchurch Directors Lauren Butler and
Kirsten Challies. We also see course facilitators and other participants.

Many of us as the lay faithful, live
out our faith at the coalface, often
in a counter cultural environment,
which can work in the background to
undermine our relationship with God.
In order to continue to ‘seek first the
kingdom of God’ (Mt 6:33) and to fulfil
our role of being effective witnesses
of the faith in our workplaces, we
need support. Spiritual direction is an
effective way of getting that support. It
is heartening that more and more of us
are recognising a desire to find God in
our circumstances and are seeking out
spiritual direction to keep God at the
centre of our lives.
Jane Dick writes “Around six years
ago, I questioned whether spiritual
direction was really for people like
me: a person just trying to develop
my relationship with God, but not
what I considered particularly “Holy”,
something I felt was necessary. Under
my spiritual director, I am now able to
explore my feelings, my relationships,
my spiritual life in relation to God and
receive help to discern just what God
is asking of me. Spiritual direction
is a way of raising my awareness of
God’s part in everything I do; within
my family, work, prayer and recreation.
I have grown in my relationship with
God, from knowing ABOUT Him to
having an intimate understanding of
His wonderful Love for ME.”
Debra McTague writes “For me, it’s
helpful to have someone who assists
you as you journey with the Lord.
Someone who helps you discern the

Lord’s will and hear his voice, who
listens, keeps you accountable and
can pray with and for you. It has been
invaluable especially in the more
challenging times of life!”
So it is encouraging that more of us,
the lay faithful, are both seeking out
spiritual direction and training to be
spiritual directors. Lauren Butler and
Kirsten Challies are the latest to have
completed their Spiritual Director
training through the Te Wairua Mahi
course offered by Ignatian Spirituality
New Zealand.
Names of spiritual directors are
listed on the pastoral section of the
diocesan website and more names of
lay directors will be added soon. See
the link to Whakakaoinga o te Ngakau
(The Yearning Heart):
www.chchcatholic.org.nz

My thanks to all who submitted stories
to Inform in 2018. You gave us a great
insight into what goes on around the
diocese, particularly in our smaller
centres.
Inform Issue 115 (the Summer Issue)
looks back over the last three months
of Catholic life in our diocese. We
call to mind the 20th anniversary
of Oceania in ecclesia with some
beautiful Marian prayers; we celebrate
the restoration and re-opening of
three of our parish churches; at the
end of our liturgical year, Fr John
Adams reflects on the Four Last
Things; and we give thanks for Jubilate
2018, where 325 young people sing
about the beauty of creation.
Let us give thanks for all the blessings
and challenges of 2018 and prepare
for the coming of our Lord at
Christmas and at the end of time.
“Maranatha, come Lord Jesus.”
In Christ,
Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor
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Pastoral Letter

Respect Life Sunday
14 October 2018

“

we offer today not explanations
or answers but the assurance
of listening hearts and humble
prayers: for courage, for healing
and forgiveness where needed, and
for renewed purpose in our lives.

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ
E te whanau whakapono a te Karaiti
Praising God for the gift of life is common to all world
religions. Deep down in the heart of every person is the
knowledge that life is precious and often fragile.
The worldwide human family recently experienced this
belief as we watched with bated breath the heart-warming
rescue mission of the Thai boys trapped in a cave. How
fitting it was that all the boys, soon after their rescue, went
to a monastery for a month’s retreat as an act of respect for
the one who had sacrificed his life saving theirs.
Respect Life Sunday reminds us that every day is an
opportunity to reflect on the insight that life, far from being
random or an act of self-determination, is in fact a gift.
The beautiful gift of parenthood is a collaboration with God
in the creation of a new person made in God’s image and
likeness. It is sometimes said that every child is the fruit of
God’s love and their parents’ love, “given a name”.
Sometimes, however, the gift of life is not experienced
as this profound communion of love, family and joy.
Parenthood can be shattered or tested in a number of ways
that cry out for mercy, tenderness, accompaniment and
deep understanding. When grief or loss or regret come
between a parent and a child - or the hope for a child we see human nature itself express her pain and anguish.
Today, as shepherds or hepara, we stand close to those
of you who carry the heavy pain and grief of an abortion.
Sometimes that anguish, when shared, was met with a cold
detached judgement. That was wrong. We encourage those
of you who need the burden of regret lifted, to share your
story, and, in the words of Jesus, “find rest for your soul”
(cf. Mt 11:29-30).

CATHOLIC
HEALTH CARE
MASS

Others carry the pain and grief of what we might call “empty
arms” in different ways: perhaps the result of an inability to
conceive; or the miscarriage of a deeply desired but never
held baby; perhaps a child stillborn and held only in death;
or the result of having parented embryos that will never
be implanted; perhaps a child given for adoption, a child
given away into the arms of others; or a child who died
prematurely through illness or accident, a child no longer
present to be held; or perhaps a child now estranged or
distant whom you entrust to the care of the Saints and the
compassion of fellow human beings.
Pope Francis has called for a revolution of tenderness in
our world. In that spirit, we offer today not explanations or
answers but the assurance of listening hearts and humble
prayers: for courage, for healing and forgiveness where
needed, and for renewed purpose in our lives.
A burden or pain shared is one that is lightened. For some
of you, telling your story to another person will bring forth
a kind of sacred space of deep, respectful listening; an
encounter in which you will feel God’s healing love. We
might mourn, we might marvel and above all - for all of us
- may we come to experience anew that we are the deeply
loved family of God. And may we continue to build parishes
where doors are open and all are made to feel at home.
+ Patrick Dunn, Bishop of Auckland,
+ Steve Lowe, Bishop of Hamilton,
+ Charles Drennan, Bishop of Palmerston North,
+ John Dew, Cardinal Archbishop of Wellington,
+ Paul Martin SM, Bishop of Christchurch,
+ Michael Dooley, Bishop of Dunedin

bishop paul warmly welcomes all those
who work in health care in canterbury.
This is an opportunity for all those
involved in health care; nurses, doctors,
rest home staﬀ, pharmacists administrators etc.
to celebrate this healing ministry and to
acknowledge and pray for the challenges faced.
Afterwards please stay for a
glass of wine/beer in the narthex at st Mary’s
to enjoy the company of others who work in this ﬁeld.
for more information contact:
paula avery, email averypaula@gmail.com
Mike stopforth,
email mstopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz, ph 027 539 8542

.

sunday 24 february 2019 5:30pm
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Stepping Towards Priesthood
The Christchurch Diocese
congratulates our third year
seminarian, Monty Bamford. On
Monday 17 September, Mr Bamford,
along with his fellow third year
seminarians, was installed into the
Ministry of Lector by Emeritus Bishop
of Palmerston North, Most Rev Peter
Cullinane. The ministry of Lector is the
first formal step for these students on
their journey to priesthood. Bishop
Cullinane is Acting Rector at Holy
Cross Seminary in Auckland until the
return of Fr Brendan Ward from his
sabbatical in 2019.
The office of Lector is to proclaim
the Scripture during the Mass and
other liturgical celebrations as well as
preparing the faithful for the worthy
reception of the sacraments. In order
to fulfil this ministry, the Lector is

Left to Right:
Alfred Tong (Wellington), Adam Kirkeby (Hamilton), and Monty Bamford (Christchurch)

asked to “meditate assiduously” on the
sacred Scriptures.
Please keep Monty (fourth year) and
his fellow Christchurch seminarians

The Hoatu Fund

Tang (sixth year) and Huong (third
year) in your prayers as they resume at
Holy Cross Seminary in 2019.

The Hoatu fund has begun to support vulnerable women,
children and families throughout our diocese.

In September, $213,000 was given to schools, parishes
and charities, to support a range of needs. $59,000 from
the Tindall Foundation and $12,000 of earthquake relief
funding were also distributed through the Hoatu fund
process. Wide interest has already been shown in the fund
with funds dispersed throughout Canterbury and the West
Coast. The high-trust nature of the fund has allowed many
to be flexible and responsive in meeting pastoral care and
organisational needs.
Hoatu Fund Co-ordinator, Charlotte Cummings recently said
"A key difference with this fund is the breadth of its support,
from basics such as school shoes or meals for families in
times of need to supporting charities in their work."
This funding has become available through the closure of
'Mount Magdala', an outreach operating in Halswell from
1888-1966. The interest from the Hoatu fund is allocated
each year, honouring the original purpose of Mount
Magdala. The word hoatu means 'to give away' in te Reo
Maori and the Hoatu fund committee is delighted to see the
funds giving both practical support and encouragement.

Interested in applying for funding in 2019?
The Hoatu fund committee meet to review requests and
make recommendations to the bishop for his consideration.
Catholic schools and parishes can apply for funding as
well as organisations who have charitable status. While
individuals and families can receive support through
the Hoatu fund, this must be provided through a school,
parish or charity and we ask that individuals do not request
funding directly.

Key Dates
Round One - Catholic schools and parishes only.
Applications close on 15 February
Round Two - Charities only. Applications close 12 April
Round Three - Catholic schools and parishes only.
Applications close 27 September
For further information about how to make a
request for funding, contact Charlotte Cummings:
ccummings@chch.catholic.org.nz.

From our Diocesan General Manager
As your Diocesan General Manager, it is always a great
privilege for me to celebrate our diocesan team at
Cathedral House. In this note to you, I would like to
highlight the contributions of two of our senior team
members: Janice Rennell and Tony Sewell.
Mrs Rennell has worked for the diocese for a number
of years and as Finance Manager, is highly respected
among our boards. The respect, care and efficiency
Mrs Rennell brings to her role is crucial as major
decisions are being made, often involving finance.
Mr Sewell assisted the diocese over a number of years
in a range of governance roles before becoming our
Diocesan Property Manager in 2016. His key motivation

is to assist the bishop, our priests and our parishes.
This desire comes through with the relationships
he develops on every level. Mr Sewell has
an excellent understanding of the
marketplace. With so much underway in
this area, Mr Sewell’s role as Diocesan
Property Manager is vital to the speed
and success of our Rebuild programme.
Our diocese is very fortunate to have a
range of people of such quality working
for the bishop and for us all.
Kind regards, Andy Doherty

7

Bishop’s Office

Ecclesia in Oceania - Twenty years on
For almost a month in October, bishops and young people from around the world met with Pope Francis for
a dialogue on the theme of Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment. Aotearoa New Zealand was
represented by Bishop Steve Lowe and Joseph Sapati Moeono-Kolio.
While this 2018 Synod was on a particular theme, other
Synods are more general or held to address the needs of a
particular geographical region, for example the Synod for
Oceania which concluded twenty years ago producing the
document Ecclesia in Oceania.
It is significant that many of the predictions made at the
1998 Synod have come to pass with the church in our
country welcoming many more people and from other parts
of the world forming a more diverse and rich New Zealand
church. “the wealth of people and cultures” (Ecclesia in
Oceania par 1) The presence and influence of the digital
world, mentioned briefly twenty years ago has become
part of the hourly life of New Zealanders of all ages. Despite
our efforts our nation is becoming more secular with the
collapse of many of the faith-certainties that were valued
and foundational for the lives of our ancestors - leading
to our renewed call “to leave not only sinful ways but also
sterile ways of a certain manner of thinking and acting, in
order to take the path of an ever deeper faith and follow the
Lord with ever greater fidelity.” (EO 3)
Even with these challenges the atmosphere of last month’s
Synod meeting was overwhelmingly positive. One of the
challenges that was emerging at the 1998 synod was the
facing of the sexual abuse crisis in the church. As the 2018
synod began world news headlines told of a new level of
abuse in the church leading some to question if the church
was ready for this synod addressing the needs of the
young. During the Synod the youngest English-speaking
participant 19 year old Sebastian Duhau of Australia
commented: “I am a part of the church not because of
priests and bishops and the people of the Church but
because I believe in Jesus and what he’s done in people’s
lives.”

Many saints from our own families and parishes have
walked our land and shared our life. Three of these have
been named by the Church as saints (St. John Paul, St
Teresa of Calcutta & St Mary (MacKillop) of the Cross.
Our prayer is that in the near future Venerable Suzanne
Aubert (Mother Mary Joseph Aubert) will also be formally
acknowledged as a saint of the Church.

Prayer:
O Mary, Help of Christians, in our need we turn
to you with eyes of love, with empty hands and
longing hearts. We look to you that we may see
your Son, our Lord. We lift our hands that we may
have the Bread of Life. We open wide our hearts
to receive the Prince of Peace.
O Stella Maris, light of every ocean and mistress
of the deep, guide the peoples of Oceania across
all dark and stormy seas, that they may reach
the haven of peace and light prepared in him
who calmed the sea.
Keep all your children safe from harm for the
waves are high and we are far from home.
As we set forth upon the oceans of the world,
and cross the deserts of our time, show us, O
Mary, the fruit of your womb, for without your Son
we are lost.
Pray that we will never fail on life’s journey, that
in heart and mind, in word and deed, in days of
turmoil and in days of calm, we will always look
to Christ and say, “Who is this that even wind and
sea obey him?”
Our Lady of Peace, in whom all storms grow still,
pray at the dawn of the new millennium that the
Church in Oceania will not cease to show forth
the glorious face of your Son, full of grace and
truth, so that God will reign in the hearts of the
Pacific peoples and they will find peace in the
world’s true Saviour.
Plead for the Church in Oceania that she may
have strength to follow faithfully the way of Jesus
Christ, to tell courageously the truth of Jesus
Christ, to live joyfully the life of Jesus Christ. O
Help of Christians, protect us! Bright Star of the
Sea, guide us! Our Lady of Peace, pray for us!
Amen!
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Christchurch Christians Converge
Bishop Paul Martin SM and the Director of his Pastoral Office Mike Stopforth join with leaders of a range of Christian
traditions in the citywide heads of denominations group.
This meeting included representatives of the Catholic Church and the Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist,
Pentecostal / Independent, and Salvation Army denominations and movements along with members of the Te Runanga
network.

Police Chaplain
Commissioned
At its regular service for the recognition of police staff in
November, Fr Michael Pui received his official certificate
of appointment as Police Chaplain. In his new role, Fr Pui
has been out in police patrol cars on Friday evenings to
introduce himself to police staff.
(Left) Superintendent John Price (District Commander), Fr Michael Pui
and Assistant Commissioner Bill Searle

Peace Spreads Out Like Ripples in a Pond
Pax Christi International
Recently, St Mary's Pro-Cathedral
hosted Greet Vanaerschot, Secretary
General of Pax Christi International and
Johnny Zokovitch, its Communications
Director. This event was part of their
two week speaking tour in Aotearoa
New Zealand. Greet introduced the
work of Pax Christi International,
sharing its 70 plus year history.
It began after World War II as a
reconciliation movement between
German and French Catholics. It is now
involved in projects in Africa and Latin
America.
Pax Christi is an International Catholic
peace movement with 120 member
organisations worldwide. It promotes
peace, respect of human rights, justice
and reconciliation throughout the

world. Grounded in the belief that
peace is possible and that cycles of
violence can be broken, Pax Christi
International addresses the root
causes and destructive consequences
of violent conflict and war.
It does this by creating cultures
of peace through the practice of
nonviolence and reconciliation,
engaging with the world by
networking, advocacy, capacity
building and through peace
spirituality. In areas of conflict people
are being trained in the principles
of nonviolence, the effects of which
spread out like the ripples on a pond.
Pope Francis stated that we are in
the midst of the third world war in

Greet Vanaerschot,
Secretary General of Pax Christi International

instalments. Our world seems trapped
in a cycle of never-ending violence. He
asks us to fight violence with weapons
of peace and love, that only by
considering our peers as brothers and
sisters can humanity overcome wars
and conflicts.
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Divine Renovation Comes to Christchurch
On 14 September, 130 people attended an all-day seminar
with Fr James Mallon from the Divine Renovation Network.
Fr Mallon was in Christchurch to speak to the 185 priests
gathered at the National Priests Assembly. He graciously
made himself available to speak to the lay faithful of the
diocese.
Fr Mallon is the author of “Divine Renovation: from a
Maintenance to a Missional Parish”. The book details the
journey of building the parish of St Benedict’s in Halifax
in Canada into a vibrant and dynamic parish, centred on
missionary discipleship.
During the day, Fr Mallon gave four talks. He did not hesitate
to outline the seriousness of what is facing the Church
in the west. He said the Church is in serious decline and
things cannot go on as they have been. He noted that many
parishes are stuck in a mode that is simply about managing
decline. “We rarely evangelise. We rarely make disciples,” he
noted during his talks.
Fr Mallon used the powerful video clip of the sinking of the
Titanic to show that we are in crisis while many of us carry
on doing what we have always done. He spoke a lot about
what his parish had done in transforming St Benedict’s
into a missionary parish which seeks to make disciples. He
discussed the Great Commission that Jesus gave the Church
and noted that the key part of it is to make disciples. He
noted how the Church has lost this identity over many years
and that this loss of identity is the fundamental crisis in the
Church. He discussed the importance of parish priests and
lay people working together in leadership groups. “The priest
is the leader ... the priest has got to mobilise a parish so that
the parish itself begins to make disciples,” he said.
Fr Mallon also spoke on how it was important to have a
discipleship process and plan to help people grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ. He explained the ‘game plan’ of
their parish in some detail and how the Alpha programme
was the central plank for all their evangelising efforts.
One of the points he made to the priests earlier in the week
was that “the one thing that I dream the priests would take

away is a conviction that a renewed and healthy parish is
possible”.
That is certainly the sense with which many of the
participants left the seminar. Many bought Fr Mallon’s two
books and a number of parish groups have met since the
seminar to further what they have learned and apply it in
their own parishes.
My role as Evangelisation Coordinator is to support parishes
as they seek to grow as evangelising and missionary faith
communities. Over the last four years in this role, I have
seen a real openness to evangelisation in many of our
parishes. I am happy to come to any parish to speak about
Evangelisation, making disciples, and the work of Fr Mallon.
We have a few books available for purchase and there are
also many talks and resources on YouTube and the Divine
Renovation Network.
The visit of Fr Mallon was the perfect follow-up to the Ablaze
Conference held in November last year. I am excited as our
parishes continue to grow and learn about becoming more
missionary and striving to reach out and make disciples of
Jesus Christ.
Matt O’Connell - Evangelisation Coordinator

Fr Mallon invited people interested in his ministry to check out its website : www.divinerenovation.net. Divine Renovation
apps can also be downloaded on iPhones and Android phones. Podcasts can be downloaded from iTunes and YouTube.

National Diocesan Priests Assembly
Over 180 priests converge at Christ the King for one of three Masses at the National Diocesan Priests Assembly in Christchurch.
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The Our Turn: Our Future Campaign and the Rebuild Moving Forward

Renovation work being done at St Bernadette’s, Hornby

2018 was a transformative year for
the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.
The Rebuild - the Diocese's intensive
programme of repairing and rebuilding
the 17 parish churches affected by the
2010-2011 Canterbury earthquakes has made tremendous strides forward.
Through the ongoing commitment of
the Our Turn: Our Future Campaign
donors, we have so many wonderful
milestones to celebrate across the
Diocese:
11 March: the newly built St Mary's
Church opened. It is the spiritual home
for 125 Christchurch East parishioners
and their parish priest Fr Bryan
Parish. It opened after six months
of construction in time for Easter
celebrations.
30 September: St Bernadette's in
Hornby-Darfield Parish reopened after
a beautiful renovation, a day welcomed
by Fr Paulo Filoialli and his 300
parishioners.

Faith and Works

New Churches, New Vision, and a New Year:

Celebrations at the re-opening of St Bernadette’s on 30 Sept

22 October: the historic St Patrick's
Church in Akaroa re-opened following
eight months of extensive restoration,
celebrated over Labour weekend by
parish priest Fr Paul Shannahan SM and
Akaroa's 200 parishioners.
11 November: Parish priest Fr Michael
Pui and 1,300 parishioners welcomed
the re-opening of Our Lady of
Victories Church in the Sockburn
Parish, following essential earthquake
strengthening work.
These positive outcomes were made
possible by the more than 1,600 donors
to the Our Turn: Our Future Campaign.
Since this campaign was launched
three years ago, parish capital
campaigns have taken place in Akaroa,
Christchurch East, Hokitika, HornbyDarfield, Leeston, Lincoln, Mairehau,
Riccarton, Sockburn, and Timaru. Of
these, four campaigns have already
been successfully completed. Parish
priests and campaign chairs continue
to provide leadership in parishes where

campaigns are ongoing.
In autumn of the new year, Bishop Paul
Martin will be ready to unveil his new
vision for the diocese, with a focus on
long-term sustainability and growth.
While this new vision necessitates the
cessation of construction projects that
have not yet begun in Christchurch,
Bishop Martin recognises that this is
a unique and significant opportunity
for the diocese to determine the best
way forward for our entire Catholic
community. The bishop and parish
priest, Fr Simon Eccleton, have been
in communication with Mairehau
parishioners, as St Francis of Assisi
Parish was most impacted by this
decision.
Bishop Martin and the entire diocese
are tremendously grateful for the
generosity of the Our Turn: Our Future
campaign donors, whose financial
commitments to the future of our
Church are helping transform our new
vision of the diocese into a reality.

A Letter From the Bishop to the Dioceses’
Our Turn: Our Future Campaign Donors
Thank you for your generosity. Your spiritual and financial
investment in the Our Turn: Our Future Campaign builds
up our diocese and our community of the faithful.
Through your support, we are rebuilding our parish
churches and through your belief, we are renewing
our commitment to the Church of Christchurch and
manifesting the Kingdom of God here on earth, for
ourselves and for future generations.
Your giving is a prayerful act, and restoring the spiritual
homes of our parishes helps strengthen us all. I am

deeply appreciative of your sacrifice and humbled by
your incredible support.
Thank you for your ongoing commitment to our Church.
With gratitude

+ Paul Martin SM
Bishop of Christchurch
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Akaroa Church
celebrates re-opening
with ecumenical flavour
After eight months of extensive restoration, Labour Weekend
Monday saw St Patrick's Church in Akaroa re-open.
Built in 1864 by Irish-born John Cullen, St Patrick's Church
is now 154 years old. It is an iconic landmark of Akaroa and
site of the beginnings of Catholic faith in the South Island.
The $800,000 project included a full restoration of the
church with major work being done to the foundations,
floor, roof, cladding on the tower, insulation and installing
wiring throughout the building. Borer, which had infested
much of the woodwork, was eradicated. Also included in
the restoration was the procurement of kauri pews from the
Catholic church in New Brighton which date back to 1911.
In his homily, Bishop Paul Martin SM said "So many
generations of people have gathered here to pray, to
commune with God, to listen to the Word, to be fed by
the Eucharist and to receive the various sacraments
of the Church which are available to us to give us the
graces we need to be able to live this life well. For this
place has been inhabited by holy men and women and
their holiness has been absorbed by the very bones and
boards of this Church. When we are at our most holy, then
there is something deeply
attractive about us which
in turn makes people want
to know what we have that
they don't. And in our very
nature we want to share
what we have with them,
which is the Good News, the
message of Jesus Christ, the
gift of Himself to us here on
this earth and the promise
of eternal life. All of this
is captured in this church
which has stood here for
154 years, this small church
which has given witness
through good times and
bad to the Good News. This
Seventh generation parishioner
is what we are celebrating
Ged Foley cuts the cake with
today as we open it after its
granddaughter Thea Foley.
time of renovation".
Photo courtesy of Bob Jones

(L to R): Kevin McSweeney (parish council), Robyn Burgess
(Heritage NZ), Bishop Paul Martin SM, Fr Paul Shannahan SM,
Kate Palmer (Parkinson Memorial Park Trust) and Bernie Rennell
(parish council). Photo courtesy of Rachel Van Der Plas.

"Our Faith is expressed in action and what we do today is
a reflection of this. This building, beautiful as it is, is not an
end in itself, but a part of the history of this place. Those
who have worked for this have done so for those who are to
come, just as our forebears in the faith did," he said.
Parish Priest Fr Paul Shannahan SM gave special thanks
to the local Anglican and Presbyterian communities who
made Trinity Hall available for Mass every Sunday while St
Patrick's was closed for work. "This has further enhanced
the closeness to our fellow Christians here at Akaroa. The
planning for the restoration has been in progress for over
a decade and everyone is full of admiration for the final
product," he said.
More than 100 parishioners and visitors attended the
liturgy including members of the parish council and the
parishioners from other Christchurch parishes.
Parish council Chair Robyn Jones shared her delight at
the successful completion of the project. "The fundraising
campaign for the restoration meant having time to meet
with people, and this personal contact led to a lot more
than just asking for money. The generosity of parishioners
and the hard work of the parish council was humbling. We
are also indebted to Parkinson Memorial Park Trust and the
significant contribution made by Heritage New Zealand."
she said.

St Bernadette's Church Re-Opens
For almost a year, St Bernadette's Church in Hornby has
undergone repair, strengthening and refurbishment. The
church was also extended to accommodate an increasing
Sunday Mass attendance.
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At 2.00pm on Sunday 30 September, a crowd of more than
four hundred assembled outside St Bernadette's. Former
Parish Council Chair, Bevan Killick welcomed Bishop Paul
Martin SM, to the newly restored church. Former and
neighbouring parish priests along with other religious
figures were welcomed, especially the Sisters of Mercy
with whom St Bernadette's has had a close association
for many years. A warm welcome was extended to visiting
dignitaries. These included Wigram MP Hon Megan Woods
and Rt Hon David Carter MP representing Selwyn MP Hon
Amy Adams. Minister for Pacific Peoples Hon Aupito William
Sio MP was also present. He is a cousin of our parish priest,

sung by the St Bernadette's Samoan Choir. The choir also
sang the beautiful Thanksgiving Hymn "Tau le Taua" and the
St Bernadette's School Choir sang "All Creatures of our God
and King".

Bishop Martin blessed the re-opening of the renovated
church before passing over to Dr Woods for the official
Cutting of the ribbon. During Mass, the bishop blessed
everything new in the church: the Baptismal Font, the
Tabernacle, the Sacred Images of St Bernadette and Our
Lady of Grace and the Meeting Room. The new statue
of our patron St Bernadette was imported from Lourdes
and made possible through the generous donations of
parishioners. The statue of Our Lady of Grace was imported
from Rome and is Fr Filoialli's gift to the Parish. Both statues
were beautifully and expertly painted by the talented artist
Damien Walker from the Studio of St Philomena in Rangiora.

After Mass, Chair of the Hornby-Darfield Parish Council
Colleen McKay thanked everyone involved in the
rebuild. Mrs McKay especially thanked Fr Filoialli and St
Bernadette's parishioners for their patience as Masses
needed to be offered in the church hall. All were then
invited to the school playground where entertainment was
offered from the St Bernadette's Samoan Youth Group.
There followed a sumptuous afternoon tea together with an
enormous celebration cake decorated with photographs of
St Bernadette's Church before and after renovation.

During the Mass, the traditional Samoan Gifts Procession
was accompanied by the hymn "Lo tatou Nu'u Tapena Ane"

Faith and Works

Fr Paulo Filoialli. Christchurch City Councillor Jimmy Chen
represented Mayor, Lianne Dalziel. Chair of the HornbyWigram Board Mike Mora was also present, he is a member
of St Bernadette's Parish.

Parishioners are thankful they can now gather in the
beautifully renovated St Bernadette's Church - God's
Dwelling Place.

Our Lady of Victories Re-Opens

Back row, L-R: Sean Tambalque, Alyssa Willetts, Bishop Paul Martin, Fr Michael Pui,
Skyla Cosgrove, Portia Boyd. Front row, L-R: Christine Descalzo, Taylor Willetts, Rad Baril,
Matthew Aguilar, Hannah-Jane George, Matthew Daymon, Madde Sales, Blair Haughey.

Despite the onset of the Canterbury
earthquakes, the parish church of
Our Lady of Victories (OLV) Sockburn
survived without any structural
damage. However, changes to the
building code required this church to
be seismically strengthened.
After much consultation, parish
priest Fr Michael Pui asked the
engineers to collaborate with the
original OLV architect Charles
Thomas for a solution that would
respect the church's award-winning
design. Along with settling on an
effective solution, the parish decided
it would be prudent to undertake
other maintenance work. This work
included updating the design of
the Stations of the Cross windows
which were cracked, improving
the baptismal font, installing more
powerful heaters, filling in superficial
cracks, replacing the roof glass,
addressing historic leaks in the roof,
re-painting the tiles and introducing
two other emergency exits (as

required by new regulations).
Before the church was closed for
strengthening, major maintenance
work was done on the Bishop Joyce
Centre (BJC) to re-establish it as
a place of worship. The BJC had
formerly been the parish church from
1949 until the opening of the current
church on 10 March 1968. Space was
at a premium during Sunday Mass
so that many parishioners decided
to worship in adjoining parishes until
work was completed.
The current church was closed after
Sunday Masses on 15 April 2018. At
that time, the hope was to re-open by
the end of September. Complications
arose when asbestos was discovered
on the roof tiles which meant they
were not easily able to be prepared
for painting. A decision was made to
replace the roof instead of painting
it which delayed re-opening until
November. Bishop Paul Martin SM reopened the newly renovated OLV on

Sunday 11 November, the centenary of
Armistice Day. The 10.00am Mass was
a double celebration for the parish
as twelve young people received the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Many have
commented on how the new windows
of the Stations of the Cross make the
church more beautiful and bright. It is
a credit to the engineers and architect
Charles Thomas that the original
award-winning design has been
so well retained and the structural
strengthening is so subtle.
The parish is deeply grateful to the
Fundraising Committee and volunteers
who worked tirelessly to raise the
necessary funds. The parish is also
thankful for the many parishioners
who financially contributed to the BJC
upgrade and church strengthening,
some pledging significant amounts
of money for up to ten years. We
all endured much discomfort in our
temporary place of worship and are
thrilled to be back in our church as we
enter the new liturgical year.
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Archivally Speaking

From the Diocesan Archivist - Triona Doocey
It has been a busy few months at the Diocesan Archives.
A highlight for me was being able to speak to the Golden
Catholics group in October about the Archives and our
holdings. The combined knowledge in that room could
easily provide hours of wonderful oral history recordings on
the history of our Diocese.
In early October the Diocesan Pastoral Team hosted a
Professional Development Day for Parish Secretaries and
Financial Personnel. I was able to emphasise that parish
records are key to a fuller understanding of Diocesan history
and subject to Cannon Law.

Archives Online
On our website we have loaded up an educational resource
about the Bishops of the Christchurch Diocese https://
archives.chchcatholic.nz/educational-resources/primary/.
The poster and brief biographical information provides a
useful background for primary students as they explore the
history of our Diocese.
Over on the Secondary students' resources page you will
find the story of Fr Francis Vernon Douglas, a Columban
missionary priest who was murdered in the Philippines
during World War II. Though not from our Diocese, a letter
referring to the events in the Philippines is to be found
among Bishop Lyons papers.
https://archives.chchcatholic.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2018/09/Fr-Douglas-Resource-pack.pdf

Our first film uploaded is the full 6 minute film of highlights
from the 'Catholic Centennial Procession 1950', now
available to view on the Diocesan Archives' channel. As
funding allows, we will digitize other film archives we hold
and host them on the channel. Check out the channel
and click subscribe to view future uploads from the
Christchurch Diocesan Archives.

Archives Volunteers

Archives YouTube Channel

Our fantastic team of volunteers are continuing to list
material within the Archives’ collection. These volunteers
have made the archives collection of records, photographs,
books and objects more accessible to researchers and staff.

The Diocesan Archives has launched a You Tube
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCgt8aIR0MIEdU4rgcrbQV8g

The Diocesan Archives will close for the Christmas/School
holiday period and so in the meantime we wish you all a
happy and healthy Christmas and New Year.

What Are Our Diocesan Boundaries?
A Latin document held by the Diocesan Archives outlines in
great detail the boundaries of the Christchurch Diocese as
they were when it was established. It is part of a Papal Brief
issued on 13 May 1887 by Pope Leo XIII, signed by Cardinal
Ledochowski, establishing four new dioceses in Australia
and one in New Zealand - the Diocese of Christchurch. It
went to Cardinal Moran in Sydney who had the parts relating
to Christchurch copied and sent to Archbishop Redwood in
Wellington, as Wellington at that time included all the South
Island except for the Dunedin Diocese.
There are three main elements to the description of the
boundaries - the southern boundary between Dunedin
Diocese and Christchurch, the northern boundary between
the Wellington Archdiocese and what was to be cut off
from Wellington to become Christchurch and the boundary
including the Chatham Islands in the Christchurch Diocese.
The east and west boundaries were simply the coastlines of
Canterbury and Westland and were not defined in detail.
The geographical detail in the description is very precise.
Even though it is contained in a Papal document issued in
Rome, the text was almost certainly created by Archbishop
Redwood either from maps or from the knowledge of
people working with him.
The southern boundary was easily established. It was
kept as the boundary that had been established between
Wellington and Dunedin when the Dunedin Diocese was
created in 1869 and was the boundary that then existed
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Archives Reference:
Papal Brief regarding Christchurch Diocesan Boundaries 1887

between the provinces of Canterbury and Otago, and Otago
and the newly formed County of Westland - New Zealand's
first county. The northern boundary was a new one and
therefore had to be described in detail. "The Diocese also
includes the Chatham Islands which are situated in the sea,
nearly in the same degree of latitude". In recent years the
Diocesan boundaries have been refined and digitised.
Michael Hanrahan

Archively Speaking

Where Have All The Altar Stones Gone?
"Strana et illicita". That, in the year
35AD, was the verdict of the Roman
Senate regarding the new religion of
Christianity - strange and unlawful. It
ushered in a period of persecution that
lasted for almost 300 years until in 313
AD the Edict of Milan gave freedom to
the Church to operate.
The persecution was not constant
as it depended on the feelings and
whims of the Emperor at any one time
and of his officials in different parts of
the Empire. However, many Christians
were martyred because of their faith,
often suffering a horrible death. From
about 150 AD it became the practice
for most Roman religions to bury their
dead in underground cemeteries
called catacombs and it was in these
tunnels the early Christians buried the
bodies of the martyrs, covering their
tombs with a stone slab. Christians
were most at risk of persecution
and capture when they gathered in
numbers to worship and it became
a common practice to gather in the
underground catacombs where they
were relatively safe, offering the Mass
on the stone slab over a martyr's tomb.
As the Roman Rite of Christianity
spread beyond the Roman empire into
other parts of the world, it became
the common practice to remember
the times of persecution by offering
Mass on the tomb of a local martyr, or
else by making the altar out of a stone
slab in which were inserted relics of
martyrs.
By the middle ages the practice was
part of Canon Law, with a complex
set of rules surrounding it. So, what
has all this to do with the Diocese of
Christchurch today?
Since the first church was built in what
was to become the Diocese, at Akaroa
in 1840, there have been at least 180
churches and countless chapels at
schools, convents, hospitals and other
institutions. In most cases the altar
would have had an altar stone. Many
of these churches and chapels have
been closed over the years.
If a replacement church or chapel
was built, the altar stone would have
likely been used in the new church,
but not all closed churches have
been replaced. After the Second
Vatican Council the sanctuaries of
most churches and chapels were
re-ordered. If this meant a new altar
was required, the original altar stone
may have been re-used. Following
the Canterbury earthquakes other
churches were closed, parishes
were amalgamated and some new
churches are being built.
It appears little record has been kept

Monsignor Harrington and Bishop Cunneen at the closing of Hinds.

of the movement of altar stones. We
are now attempting to keep these
records. A circular has been sent to all
parishes asking either for the Diocesan
Archives to be notified of the location
of all altar stones or for unused altar
stones to be sent to the Archives for
safe-keeping. A small number are in
the Archives already but, considering
the number of churches closed in
rural areas as well as towns and
cities in recent years, there must be
many stored away in sacristies and
cupboards.
The altar stone is near the heart of
our Eucharistic liturgy. It is important
that these altar stones be preserved
and knowledge of their whereabouts
retained. The Diocesan Archives is
maintaining a register of altar stones
it knows about, with the intention of
keeping them safe and if necessary reassigning altar stones to new churches

when needed. This is especially
important as altar stones are currently
being advertised for sale on internet
sites, sometimes for purposes we
would not wish them to be used for.
If you are aware of such altar stones,
please contact our Diocesan Archives.
Michael Hanrahan

Hinds Altar Stone

Is the enjoyment of your retirement handicapped by the
chores and maintenance of a house that’s too big?

Let Maryville Courts do the hard work,
to give you the time and energy to
get your retirement back on par.
We have beautifully refurbished
2-bedroom villas available, in a safe,
secure and friendly environment,
so call Suzanne to discuss
your options
Call 379 0357 for an appointment to view.
155 Salisbury Street, Christchurch
Phone 379 0357 Email sales@maryvillecourts.org.nz www.maryvillecourts.org.nz
Under the Patronage of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Christchurch. Registered under the Charitable Trusts Act (1957)
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Te Rangimarie Korowai
Te Rangimarie whanau celebrated
their korowai recently. Here, Marlene
and Ray Jacobs show it in its true
beauty after it was blessed.
Some years ago this korowai was lent
to a young Maori girl who wore it while
receiving Holy Communion from Pope
Benedict in Rome. Now rejuvenated,
it was worn again for the first time on
11 November by Masina O’HalloranThyne for her Baptism and First
Communion celebration.
Pa Peter Conaghan who baptised
Masina stands with her beside the
statue of Our Lady of Fatima who also
wears a korowai.
Barbara Te Miha - Te Rangimarie

The Four Last Things - A Homily of Fr John Adams
So, the Church year is coming to an
end for another year. Next weekend
we celebrate the feast of Christ the
King, and that’s it - another year is
over and we begin our preparation for
Christmas. Fittingly then, our readings
today point us to the end times. “Of
those who lie sleeping in the ground
all will awake - some to everlasting
life, others to everlasting shame and
disgrace...” says the prophet Daniel.
And in our gospel today we hear
Jesus himself saying: ‘In those days,
after the time of distress, the sun will
be darkened, the moon will lose its
brightness, the stars will come falling
from heaven and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in the
clouds with great power and glory...”
Inevitably then perhaps we ought to
speak of the difficult subject of, what
is to become of us at the end of our
lives. I heard the other day of a man
and a friend playing golf at their local
golf course. One of the men was about
to chip onto the green when he saw
a long funeral procession on the road
next to the course. He stopped midswing, took off his golf cap, closed his
eyes, and bowed down in prayer. His
friend said: “You know I think that that
was the most thoughtful and touching
thing I have ever seen. You truly are a
kind man with a beautiful faith.”
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The man then replied: “Well we were
married for 35 years.”
In our Catholic faith we have
traditionally spoken about the four last
things; Death, Judgement, Heaven and
Hell. Let’s examine briefly something
about each of these things:
At the heart of our understanding
death is the invitation made to us
all to unite ourselves, at the time of
death, to the death of Jesus. In doing
this we are reminded that death is a
step towards Jesus and an entrance
into everlasting life. That is of course
what it means to be an Easter person.
Just as the Easter story did not end on
Good Friday, so too for us, our death is
not the end. Listen to these beautiful
words said by the priest at the bedside
of the dying Christian:
“Go forth, Christian soul, from this
world in the name of God the almighty
Father, who created you, in the name
of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living
God, who suffered for you, in the name
of the Holy Spirit, who was poured out
upon you. Go forth, faithful Christian!
May you live in peace this day, may
your home be with God in Zion, with
Mary, the virgin Mother of God, with
Joseph, and all the angels and saints....
May you return to [your Creator] who
formed you from the dust of the earth.

May holy Mary, the angels, and all the
saints come to meet you as you go
forth from this life.... and this day may
you see your Redeemer face to face....”
Beautiful words which express the
great hope that accompanies us as we
move on from this world.
So after our death we believe we
will face three possibilities, Heaven,
Hell, or Purgatory. We read in the
Catechism that heaven, “is not an
abstraction nor a physical place amid
the clouds, but a living and personal
relationship within the Holy Trinity,”
“When this world has passed away,
those who accepted God in their lives
and were sincerely open to His love,
at least at the moment of death, will
enjoy that fullness of communion
with God, which is the goal of human
existence.”
One possible challenge to our faith
is that Heaven, our final goal and
destiny, can be made to sound a little
unattractive. Living for eternity, in the
way we live today, can be an entirely
unattractive thought. However when
we start to glimpse the true beauty
and joy of heaven, our aspirations
come alive. One description of heaven
I read recently was: ...It would be like
plunging into the ocean of infinite love,
where before and after - no longer
exists. A plunging ever anew into the

So what about Hell? Well, hell or
damnation, is the “tragic situation” of
eternal separation from God, but let’s
remember it is not God’s initiative. No,
hell is a self-imposed punishment
of those who refuse God’s love and
mercy. We should be careful not
to have a too literal interpretation
of biblical imagery about hell. The
“inextinguishable fire” and “burning
oven” of which Scripture attempts
to “indicate the complete frustration
and vacuity of a life without God,”
Whether or not there is anyone in
hell “is not something we can know,”
but damnation, hell “remains a real
possibility.”
And purgatory. We think that those
in purgatory have been saved. They
have glimpsed the immeasurable
beauty of God, but in doing so have
become aware of the dark shadows
in their own lives. Yes, although we
love God, we have not allowed God

to completely transform us. This
transformation, which at times will be
painful, happens in purgatory when
we are made ready to be in the Holy
Trinity’s continual presence. This is,
of course, why we pray for the dead,
asking that our prayers may be a
consolation for those souls who are
discovering for the first time, that
Jesus has loved them far more than
they could have imagined. Purgatory
is a time when we respond to the
realisation we ought to have loved
more and perhaps not clung so tightly
to the passing things of this life.
So whether our spouse is on the golf
course for our funeral, or not, I am
guessing it won’t bother us too much,
for when we die we shall see and
know the truth.
Contemplating these four last things
is undoubtedly a somber thought.
None of us wants to die an untimely
or painful death. However there is, I
believe, a great consolation knowing
that our faith, lived out fruitfully in our

lives here on earth, will lead us to the
promised land, the new and heavenly
Jerusalem. So as we come to the
end of another liturgical year, and as
we ponder the end of our lives, let’s
be joyful about the great love of God
which awaits us. Let’s also never cease
praying that when the time comes we
might be ready for the embrace of our
loving God.
Given at
St Gregory’s Church Bishopdale
On the Thirty-Third Sunday
of the Church’s Year
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vastness of being, in which we are
simply overwhelmed with joy.

Parish Secretaries
Gather
In October, 20 parish secretaries
and finance personnel
gathered for their annual day
of formation. Organised by the
Bishop's Pastoral Office, the day
provides an opportunity for the
secretaries to receive input and
have a highly valued opportunity
to network.
Srs Clare Murphy RNDM and
Kathleen Prendergast RNDM
offered a fitting introduction to
the day, allowing people the
space for prayer and reflection in
their important roles within the
parish. The morning then saw
lawyer Kathryn Dalziel speak
on parish awareness of privacy
issues, Virginia Noonan gave an
introduction to Safeguarding,
and Diocesan Archivist Triona
Doocey outlined the records a
parish should be keeping and for
how long. Along with discussion,
the afternoon covered topics of
insurance, the Clergy Trust Fund
and health and safety.

Confirmation at Hurunui Parish
The parish of the Good Shepherd Hurunui celebrated the Confirmation of
three young parishioners in October. It was a lovely evening in Hawarden
with Bishop Paul and parishioners enjoying a shared meal afterwards.

"All speakers contributed
something important and
relevant to our roles" said one
participant. "I really appreciated
the time with other secretaries
and hearing about the new
things we are implementing."
said another.

St Therese's Little Way
"33 Days to Merciful Love"

Papanui parishioners participated in
Michael Gaitley's "33 Days to Merciful
Love" book retreat, learning about St
Therese's Little Way. We ended with a
Consecration to Divine Mercy on the
eve of St Therese's feast day, 1 October.
Nine books remain from this study.
Should you wish to obtain a copy, email
Lauren Butler: laurenbutler76@gmail.
com. Copies are $20.00 plus postage.
Lauren Butler - Papanui Parish
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Mass on the Grass - Opihi Parish Celebrates
On Sunday 11 November, the world
commemorated the centenary of
Armistice Day. In Opihi's St Mary
Mackillop parish, around 200 Catholics
from its three communities of Temuka,
Geraldine and Pleasant Point, joined
together for a 'Mass on the Grass'.
This open-air Mass was offered at
Seadown's Jakar Gardens, just south of
Temuka.

Along with its deep love of God and His
Church, this parish family celebrated
its love and unity on a very fine day in
a very beautiful venue. Morning tea
followed Mass before parishioners
explored the stunning surrounds at the
fairytale-themed gardens. The children
were kept busy in the playground, a
great spot to burn off some energy!
It was wonderful to tangibly be in
communion and receive Communion.

Faith Formation at OLV
- A Seminarian's Observation
I am just completing my pastoral
year at Our Lady of Victories (OLV) in
Sockburn and my fifth year of seminary
formation. I have been under the
mentorship of parish priest, Fr Michael
Pui. I am very impressed with the
hunger of this parish for faith formation.
For the last three years, OLV has invited
Scripture scholar Dr Andrew Wood
of Sydney to give talks and courses
on Sacred Scripture, theology and
philosophy. He is Director of the St John
Centre for Biblical Studies.
On each visit, the parish offered free
weekday courses and a subsidised
weekend course. These courses
attracted many parishioners and
people from neighbouring parishes in
the city who wished to deepen their
knowledge and understanding of their
faith.
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This year, Dr Wood gave talks on "Creed
101: What Christians Believe", "Mary in
the Scriptures", "Peter, the Keys and the
Pope", "The Parable of the Prodigal Son",
"Science, Philosophy and the Existence
of God: Thomas Aquinas's Famous Five
Proofs" and "Jesus Continues His Work: A
Course on Sacramental Theology".
I found his lectures and course very
informative and insightful and would
recommend him to everyone interested
in theology and Sacred Scripture. It is
good to know that there are parishes
that are proactive in doing something to
satisfy their hunger for faith formation.
Perhaps one day, I will have the
opportunity to put in place some of
the good things I observe during my
pastoral placement.
Tang Phan - 5th Year Seminarian
for the Christchurch Diocese

“Lean on
God!”
Preparing for
the Best Gifts
In early November, our 2018
Confirmation Candidates
entered a half day retreat at
the Spencerville Community
Centre. From the beginning
of our day, Christ was at
the centre with Mass in St
Gregory’s Church. We then
journeyed to the community
Centre, prayerfully exploring
the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
We walked in silence for an
hour through Bottle Lake
Forest, listening for what
God was saying to us. We
then wrote a poem or drew a
picture to express the feeling
of leaning on God. Manuka hill
sticks were our prop, giving
candidates something solid to
lean on as they imagined the
support they will receive if they
lean on God throughout their
lives.

In the Diocese

A Beautiful Evening
with a Saint
For a second year running, the annual St Therese Rose Petal
Evening was hosted by the St Teresa's parish in Riccarton
and the Brothers of St John. This special evening is organised
each year by the Beatitudes Community. Many from near and
far attended this beautiful celebration.
After sung vespers, Sr Therese gave an inspirational talk on
the theme "All is Grace". A time of songs and meditations then
followed, led by the Beatitudes Community and a number
of musicians and singers. During this time, participants were
invited to write a letter to St Therese, entrusting their needs
and special intentions to her intercession. These letters were
then collected to be held in safekeeping until next year's
feast of St Therese when they will be posted back to their

writers. The Sisters of the Beatitudes hope to hear some
testimonies of prayers answered through the intercession of
St Therese in the next year.

New Woman President
for Vinnies

A New Collaboration
For some years, we have been pondering how to
make our Pregnancy Centre services more visible
and more easily accessible for people who are
experiencing the turmoil of an unplanned pregnancy
or pregnancy loss. After research, discernment and
fruitful discussions with the Christchurch Council
of Saint Vincent de Paul, we are getting ready to
embark on an exciting trial collaboration project.
Beginning in February, we will be offering free
pregnancy tests and support on a part-time basis
from the SVdP Stanmore Road Centre.
We are most grateful to the Council and
management staff of Saint Vincent de Paul for
extending a warm welcome to us and look forward
to working with their staff and volunteers to progress
our mutual mission to people in need of help.
Maria Schmetzer - Director
JP II Centre for Life
88 Idris Road, Bryndwr, Christchurch
Phone: 03 351 3225

For just the second time in its long history,
the St Vincent de Paul Society has elected a
woman to be its new National President. The new
President is Marlena Hoeft-Marwick, a Vincentian
since primary school and resident of Marlborough.
"It is time for a new beginning, time to bring fresh
energy to the challenge of feeding the poor, housing
the homeless, visiting and sitting with the sick and
lonely and listening to what they are telling us," said
Mrs Hoeft-Marwick. "Now is the time to embrace
our mission of service with fresh energy and a clear
sense of purpose. Effective leadership begins with
listening. Everybody has something to contribute,
whether it is expressed eloquently or simply. There
is always a message, and it usually comes from the
heart. We must at all times treat our fellow brothers
and sisters with the Vincentian spirit of
love and charity" she went on to say.
"It is my intention to be a servant
leader by providing an encouraging
forum at all levels of the Society to
increase our membership and the
number of conferences. My goal is
also to see our spirituality nourished
and shared with others. If we
do that, it will be a natural
progression to expand our
works of charity throughout
New Zealand." She observed.
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Young Adults

Giving Thanks for 2018 - CYT Reflects
November is the month the Catholic
Youth Team (CYT) office reflects and
gives thanks for another year of grace
for young people. We spend time
reviewing and celebrating with our
Mission Team as we send them home
to their families and communities after
they have so generously served our
community. We take time to reflect
on the great work of our staff and
volunteers who put in many hundreds
of hours preparing and running events
and programmes. Over one hundred
people have helped us share the good
news of Jesus Christ with thousands
of young people in our diocese,

deepening their relationship with
Christ and his Church and worshipping
alongside them.
In November, around 80 of our
supporters gathered for our
thanksgiving Mass and celebration.
Fr Rick Loughnan celebrated Mass
on behalf of the bishop who was
unable to be with us. In his homily,
Fr Loughnan observed what a “very
strange and irresponsible thing” it
was for Youth Mission Team members
to give a whole year of their lives
(and in some cases two years), to
serve the Church in this way. This

thought reflects the radical nature of
the decision to proclaim the Gospel.
Indeed, they are surely changing lives
while storing up treasure in heaven.
A video of highlights of the year is now
available on CYT’s facebook page and
website. More information on CYT and
their events for 2019 will be available
on cyt.org.nz. Please keep the ministry
in your prayers as we plan and prepare
for next year.
James Bryant
CYT Manager

Revolution Youth Camp Group Photo 2018

Well done good and faithful servants
CYT's Mission Team are returning
to their families and communities
to take the next steps on their
journey of life. Jack, Teresa,
Genevieve and Reuben joined us
in January to begin their time of
training and formation and have
truly grown in that time. They now
have hundreds of hours of ministry
and event experience under their
belt, having run over 50 retreats,
4 camps, many sacramental
programmes and assisted with
running all the major youth
events held in the Christchurch
Diocese. Altogether they have
proclaimed the Gospel to over
3,000 participants. Well might we
say, 'well done good and faithful
servants'.
When we look at the CVs our
team members have prepared
as they apply for new roles,
we see they now have a long
list of experiences. They
are now more confident
in their leadership, public
speaking, programme
and event organisation,
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youth advocacy and mentoring.
Not only do they know how to
plan retreats or liturgies, but
how to plan and monitor health
and safety, safeguarding, and
how to provide physical and
psychological first-aid. They
know how to communicate more
effectively with people of all ages
and backgrounds, and the list
goes on. As we send our team
into the wider community, we are
confident that they will continue
to be a gift wherever they go.
We hope and pray that they will
continue to bear much fruit
for the kingdom of God.
We thank their families
and the many other

people who have supported them
along the way.
As of November, we have four new
wonderful young women from
throughout the country who have
committed to the Youth Mission
Team in 2019. We would welcome
applications from young men
who would like to serve and grow
through the experience of the
Mission team next year. For more
information, please go to cyt.org.nz.
James Bryant
Youth Team Manager

Schools

In the Footsteps of
Suzanne Aubert
Students from St Patrick’s Greymouth and Our Lady of
Victories Sockburn recently visited significant sites and
sacred places in the life of Suzanne Aubert as part of school
camps in Wellington.
St Patrick’s students spent a morning visiting the Suzanne
Aubert Heritage Centre at Our Lady’s Home of Compassion
in Island Bay. After a reflection in the Chapel, students
visited the Resting Place of Suzanne Aubert and explored
the life and work of Suzanne in the dedicated exhibition
room. They learned about the mahi of the Compassion
Soup Kitchen, including issues of housing deprivation, food
insecurity and exclusion. The connection with the West
Coast is a strong part of the Compassion story with many
Sisters from the Coast joining the order over the years.

St Patrick’s students in the cloister at the Home of Compassion

Our Lady of Victories students went on a pilgrimage hikoi
over two days. The first day began at the Historic Creche
in Buckle Street. In 1899, Wellington’s Buckle Street was
where Suzanne Aubert and the Sisters of Compassion
began their work. A visit to the Compassion Soup Kitchen in
Tory Street followed. Students got to see the dining room
and kitchen first-hand and set the table for the evening’s
dinner. The final stop was a visit to the Marist church of St
Mary of the Angel’s in Boulcott Street. Suzanne Aubert’s
funeral was held in this church in 1926. It was the largest
funeral afforded to a woman in New Zealand.

from volunteers to provide a water supply for the Home.
After dinner the day culminated in an evening visit to spend
time beside Suzanne’s grave in the Resting Place and to tell
the stories of that space. At each stop on the pilgrimage,
students made crayon rubbings which they took back to
school and used to create a pilgrim shell, a souvenir of their
journey in Suzanne Aubert’s footsteps.

The second day of the pilgrimage hikoi was at the Home
of Compassion. Students spent the day immersed in the
many active and reflective experiences on offer. In the
afternoon the group walked in the hills behind the Home to
the historic reservoir. Suzanne built this reservoir with help

For more information on what is available for schools
at the Home of Compassion and other places, contact
Deirdre Hanlon, Visitor Experience Manager,
email: visitorexperiencemanager@compassion.org.nz,
Tel 04 282 1953.

OLV students setting the table at the Compassion Soup Kitchen

Nervous, excited and reverent
First Holy Communion
in the Mackenzie Parish

Stephen Woodnut, a teacher from Catholic Cathedral
College, explains his project to develop a service model
for students from Year 7-13.

Back Row: Bridget Story, Kelly Eason, Fr Francis Fernandez,
Angela Marshall. Middle Row: Sam Cassie, Archie Holden, Gus
Cameron, Ethan Fallen. Front Row: William Anderson, Annabel Geary,
Jessica Ryall, Lulu O'Sullivan, Courtney O'Neill

On Sunday 28 October, nine children from our parish
received the sacrament of First Holy Communion. In
our parish the children prepare during school Religious
Education lessons and this year, we used the Christchurch
Diocesan programme for the first time. It was well received
by parents, children and teachers as it was very userfriendly. The students were nervous, excited and reverent
as they prepared to receive the food of salvation. Following
Mass we celebrated in the parish hall with a party. It was
inspiring to witness our students as they took an important
step in their faith journey.

Catholic Kahui Ako gathers
November saw teachers from the Christchurch
Catholic Kahui Ako (Community of Learning) gather
at Villa Maria College to reflect on their progress in a
range of projects. Their assessment was conducted
with a Social Justice/Special Character focus. "It
is most encouraging to gather at this stage of the
year to reflect on how far we have come towards
building a community that focuses on outcomes
for young people, as we bring them all to a deeper
relationship with Jesus." said Tony Shaw, Lead
Principal of the Catholic Kahui Ako. "The skill, energy
and enthusiasm of these teachers working in this
initiative is very evident."
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Schools

Refugee welcome gifts
Students from Marian College recently provided New
Zealand Red Cross with welcome gift bags for 20 refugees
expected to arrive in Christchurch early next year. The
proceeds of a school mufti day allowed the students to buy
colouring books and pencils, socks, lollies, jandals, hats
and hair ties and other goodies for their refugee welcome
gift bags. “We want the refugees to feel welcomed to New
Zealand and to feel a sense of belonging.” said Louise Daly,
Student Head of Special Character at Marian College.

Run For a Life
Marian College was proud to once again support
brother school St Bede’s College in their biennial Run
For a Life event and charity concert.
In total, an incredible $160,000.00 was raised for
Canteen - the most the events have ever raised. Ten
Marian students joined teams of St Bede’s students
in running approximately 100km each over five days
throughout the South Island. They did so to raise
funds for teens with cancer. To be able to participate,
each runner was expected to raise a minimum of
$500 through sponsorship.
Runners kept up their spirits by reminding each other,
no matter how hard it gets, this is nothing compared
to living with cancer. Students from both schools
pitched in to support the logistics of the event and
fundraising.

Bishop Paul along with students Carter Baird and Tallulah Rooney
cutting the ribbon at their new building at St Joseph’s School Temuka.

Marian and St Bede’s students also organised and
put on a Canteen Concert For a Life - an extravaganza
showcasing talented groups and individuals from
each of the schools. The programme included kapa
haka Maori and Pasifika group performances, Jazz
band, choir, barbershop and more.

Timaru Year Thirteen Students
Become New Entrants
Throughout their five years at Roncalli College in Timaru,
Georgia Carnegie and Emma Brown heard God's call to
enter full Communion in the Catholic Church. Recently
these best friends heeded that call and received the
sacraments of initiation in Timaru's Holy Family Parish.
Emma and Georgia knew very little about the Catholic faith
before coming to Roncalli. Through education, experiences
and meeting different people, their faith has grown. "We
both came from non-Catholic backgrounds and attended a
non-Catholic primary school so when we came to Roncalli
College, we were exposed to a whole new side of things. By
attending Masses and through religious education classes,
we soon learned that this was something we wanted to let
into our lives. At the beginning of this year we both attended
Marist Youth Leaders camp where we joined in morning and
evening liturgy and were surrounded by such an amazing
community. That was the turning point for us when we
decided that this was something we definitely wanted to
do," said Emma.
The pair have fallen in love with the beauty and tradition
of the faith. "Coming together as a community to celebrate
is something so special. We particularly love the reflective
nature of the Catholic Church and being able to be a part of
this community."
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They were baptised during a school lunch-time by Fr
Huynh Tran at Sacred Heart Basilica. "The ceremony was so

From left to right: Fr Huynh Tran, Georgia Carnegie, Sheridan Ione,
Chris Comeau, Bishop Paul Martin, Eunsong Kim and Emma Brown

beautiful and just the perfect start to our Catholic journey.
Family, friends, teachers and staff supported us and were
a part of the ceremony. It was just a joyous celebration."
Georgia said.
The ladies agree that through the process of initiation they
feel changed - more at peace, with a sense of tranquillity.
"We also feel more bright and optimistic about the world
around us. We know we have God with us on our life
journey to guide us and teach us the way." Emma said.

22 November is the Feast of St Cecilia,
patron saint of musicians. That same
morning, around 325 students from 17
of our Catholic schools converged on
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral for Jubilate
2018, our Catholic primary schools
music festival. This is the third year of
Jubilate and the first at which Bishop
Paul Martin SM was present.
In his opening remarks, the bishop set
the scene. “It’s a special feature of our
diocese to hold this annual Jubilate.
We are the only Catholic diocese in
New Zealand to bring our schools
together in this way each year. It’s a
wonderful opportunity for you to sing
some of the musical treasures of our
Church. The music you sing today is
of such high quality, that it will be with
you throughout your lives. You will not
get tired of it or grow out of it. As you
reach milestones in your lives such
as weddings, funerals and important
commemorations, these songs will fit
the occasion brilliantly. The Church
teaches that music is of value beyond
our imaginations and that its value
is higher than any other art. So our
Church music is of real importance
and its beauty matters. Sacred music
is among the best ways we can
glimpse heaven and when we sing to
God, our voices unite with those of the
saints, the whole company of heaven.”

Sacred Music

“Raise Up Your Joyful Song” - Jubilate 2018

We’re well under way
with the new Chapel
at St Bede’s, with
the foundation stone
blessed in October.

naylorlove.co.nz

Jubilate 2018 called into our hearts
the life and prayer of St Francis of
Assisi who loved God’s creation. The
combined voices of Jubilate 2018
joyfully sang about the beauty of
creation: the earth, the elements, the
cosmos and of the human person.
The hour-long programme drew from
the tradition of the Church and more
recent compositions, all of which have
a timeless quality. Along with English,
students sang in Latin to highlight the
Continued on back page...
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Sacred Music

Continued from previous page...

universality of the Church and Te Reo
Maori, Samoan and Tagalog, reflecting
the place of Aotearoa in the Asia
Pacific region. Two of our school choirs
featured in Jubilate 2018; Sacred Heart
Addington and St Mary’s Manchester
Street combined in a modern setting
of ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’
by John Rutter and Addington
demonstrated particular skill in singing
Rutter’s two-part setting of ‘For the
Beauty of the Earth’.
Before a rousing rendition of Richard
Puanaki’s Ka Waiata, Diocesan General
Manager Andy Doherty said that
“Hearing you sing with such joy and
enthusiasm and in such numbers
is a highlight of my year. It’s really
good to see so many of our schools
represented by you today and to see
the value your schools are placing on
Jubilate. Four of our South Canterbury
schools took part in their own Jubilate
in October and Greymouth hosted
Jubilate West Coast earlier this
month. I’m really pleased to see the
happiness which comes from Jubilate.”
Mr Doherty went on to thank those
schools who travelled quite a distance
to join Jubilate, especially St Patrick’s
Greymouth, our North Canterbury
schools and St Joseph’s Ashburton.
He concluded that “Almost all of you
know Ken Joblin, our Sacred Music
Advisor. He and his guide dog Nelson

visited you all in the weeks leading up
to today and we are proud of his work.”
Jo Barlow is Principal of St James
School, Aranui. She commented that
Jubilate 2018 was “a well organised,
beautiful ceremony. Our children
certainly enjoyed their morning. It
was a privilege to hear them singing
like angels!” The same programme
was offered at St Patrick’s Waimate in
October for South Canterbury. Angela
Marshall is Principal of St Joseph’s
Fairlie. Highlights for her students
included: “working with students from
other Catholic schools, being able to
sing in a basilica, listening to the organ!!”
Debbie Plant is Director of Religious
Studies at Sacred Heart School,
Timaru. She commented that “The
children valued the range of songs; as

we got into our rehearsals it was really
interesting to hear them discussing
which songs were their favourites!”
As we look to Jubilate 2019, Bishop
Martin is giving thought as to how this
unique sacred music highlight can
be shared with a wider audience. His
concluding heartfelt prayer: “My hope
for you is that the words you sing will
touch your heart, that God whom you
are singing to and praising will be
really, really important in your lives. As
your bishop, that’s my prayer for you,
for your families and for all of us, that
we will know and love God all the days
of our lives.” In response, the children
sang the Canticle of Daniel, “all you
works of God, raise up your joyful song.”
Inform Editorial Team
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The family SUV that brought you
everything now has even more.

NEW 2.4L OUTLANDER LS $33,990
*

Price listed is for Outlander 2.4L 2WD LS. Price excludes On Road Costs which includes WoF, registration and a full tank of fuel.

386 Moorhouse Avenue, Christchurch. 03 379 0588

+ORC*

