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National Catholic Education 
Convention

In June I attended, along with most 
of the school principals and many 
staff and board members of the 
diocese, this convention. It was a 
great celebration of our Catholic 
Education system and the joys and 
challenges that lie within it. There 
were some excellent speakers, in 
particular David Wells from the UK. If 
you are interested in watching any of 
them they can be found at the NZCEO 
website: https://www.nzceo.org.nz/
catholic-education-convention. Our 
schools are a wonderful part of our 
church life, and the challenge for us is 
to continue to find ways of building the 
links between our parishes and the 
families in our schools.

Proclaim Conference 
Brisbane

Matt O’Connell and I attended this 
conference in July which looked 
at parish life and the opportunities 
which exist for evangelization within 

it. There were over 600 participants 
and it was very well organized with 
great speakers, including Cardinal 
John Dew, reflecting on what we 
need to do for the future. One speaker 
in particular Ron Huntley was very 
thought provoking. His talk is available 
at this link:

http://www.shalomworldtv.org/
videos/index/2502.

AGM of the Priests of the 
Diocese

Earlier in August the priests of the 
diocese gathered for their first AGM 
since the death of Bishop Barry. It 
was an opportunity for me to talk with 
them about my reflections so far on 
what I have seen and experienced, 
and also for some very preliminary 
discussion about the future. I have 
been very struck by the positive nature 
of our clergy and their desire to serve 
and be good priests. Along with my 
presentation there were a number of 
reports given by the different offices in 
the diocese. The priests also elected 

the members of the Council of Priests 
whose job is to give advice to the 
Bishop, along with the Consultors who 
are chosen by the Bishop as his inner 
council.

Future of our Parishes

One of the realities that we are dealing 
with in our diocese is the number of 
priests that we have. At present we 
have 18 priests under 75 who are 
incardinated in the diocese. We have 
8 priests on loan from other countries 
and the Society of Mary and the 
Community of St John who staff two 
parishes. We have at the moment 26 
parishes. In the next ten years we will 
have 7 priests who will retire and if we 
are fortunate we will have five more 
ordinations. These are very real factors 
and are leading me to look again 
at the number of parishes we have 
and how we are organized. This has 
meant that at present we are putting 
a hold on any further building projects 
and programmes in Christchurch 
city which have not already begun 
construction, so that we can ensure 

From the Bishop

Greetings to you as we move into the season of Spring.

Over the last three months I have continued to move around the diocese and to attend functions in various 
parishes and with groups within the diocese. It continues to be a privilege to meet so many of you and to see the 
work that is being done in various places. Over the coming months a number of parishes will be celebrating the 
Sacrament of Confirmation and I look forward to being with you and the young people of your parish to celebrate 
this important Sacrament.
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Bishop Paul Martin SM has an orientation committee 
to oversee priests on loan from overseas who take 
part in an orientation programme. In late July, Fr 
Larry Mijares and Fr Sean-Mary Britto CSJ took part in 
the programme led by Mike Stopforth and Fr Simon 
Eccleton. Fr Larry, appointed as the assistant priest in 
Mid Canterbury, is from the Archdiocese of Caceres 
in the Philippines and Fr Sean-Mary, a member of the 
religious order of the Community of St John, is the 
assistant priest in Riccarton.

This is the eighth time the orientation programme 
has been held. Experience shows that it is best 

for the programme to be offered after a priest has 
been in New Zealand for a few months so that he 
can reflect on his life in the diocese thus far. The 
programme includes such areas as expectations for 
a priest ministering in New Zealand, introduction to 
New Zealand culture, something of the history of the 
diocese, celebrating the sacraments and Catholic 
schools. We remain grateful for the ministry of all of 
our priests on loan from overseas and the sharing of 
their gifts with us in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Mike Stopforth 
Director - Bishop’s Pastoral Office

New Priests to the Diocese Gather



3

we have the appropriate structures for 
the future needs and staffing abilities 
of the diocese. This is obviously a 
significant matter for us all and there 
will be more on what this might look 
like and discussions with people as we 
go forward.

National Assembly of 
Diocesan Clergy

By the time you read this the National 
Assembly will be over. It was our 
privilege as a diocese to host this 
event which happens every five 
years and is a chance for all diocesan 
clergy from around the country to 
get together for input, reflection and 
to enjoy each other’s company. I am 
grateful to all who worked to make this 
possible.

Spiritual Reading

One of the big concerns I have for us 
is around what we do from Monday 
to Saturday to nourish and support 
our faith lives. Sunday Mass, whilst 
being the source and summit of our 

faith lives, needs to be nurtured and 
supported by what we do during the 
week. Our world is so busy with so 
many things, and I wonder how much 
we are doing to support our faith. 
There are so many ways we can do this 
and one way is by spiritual reading. 

What we fill our heads with, what 
we read and reflect on will shape 
how we think and what we feel. This 
is true for our faith lives. We come 
from such a wonderfully rich tradition 
when it comes to spiritual writing and 
reflection. Post Vatican II Catholic 
people have been encouraged to 
deepen our understanding and reading 
of the Sacred Scriptures and that has 
been a wonderful development for us. 
We also can read from many spiritual 
writers whose reflections help us to 
deepen our faith. When was the last 
time you read something relating to 
your faith and beliefs? When was the 
last time you bought a book that dealt 
with some spiritual matters? 

Today we are blessed with many 
wonderful websites that have articles 
about our faith. In our own country 

we have the New Zealand Catholic 
which not only reports on what is 
happening in the church but also 
have articles for reflection. Tui Motu 
is another magazine that deals with 
spiritual matters. The Marist Messenger 
is a monthly magazine with the same 
purpose. Whatever it is, we need 
to nourish our faith life through our 
reading, and I encourage you to 
seek out good things to read. Some 
parishes are establishing libraries 
for this purpose, so don’t be shy 
about borrowing a book, or perhaps 
donating good books you might have 
to your parish. Keep looking for ways 
to nourish your faith and grow in your 
understanding of what we believe and 
why.

Continued blessings to you and your 
families.

Yours in Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM
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The diocesan website:

www.chchcatholic.nz
advertises events happening 
within the diocese. As a parish, 
school, or church group you 
are welcome to advertise 
events. You can list your event 
from the link on the home 
page under ‘events’.

Recently we welcome two new students from Vietnam 
to the Christchurch Diocese. Tang Joseph Phan (left) is 
the younger brother of fifth year seminarian Tang Phan 
and is being hosted by the Papanui parish and living 
at the Papanui presbytery in Bishopdale. Linh Cao is 
the younger brother of Fr Tien Cao and is living at the 
Mairehau presbytery.

These two young men are studying English at Ara 
Language School with a view to applying for entry to our 
national seminary after they pass their English language 
examination. Please take the opportunity to introduce 
yourself to them and keep them in your prayers.

Mike Stopforth 
Director, Bishop’s Pastoral Office

New Students Preparing for Holy Cross
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When we are encouraged to “Go 
Make Disciples” where would we 
begin? Matt O’Connell presented a 
pastoral formation talk on this topic to 
the Papanui parish in July. To make a 
disciple, sometimes we do not need 
to look very far because it starts with 
ourselves. Fr James Mallon from 
Divine Renovation states that “someone 
becomes a disciple when they have a 
transformational encounter with Jesus 
Christ and from there they choose to 
surrender and follow - with their free will.”

What sort of disciple am I? Do I need 
to spend time in prayer reflecting on 
my call to discipleship - what is my 

growing point? Our light must shine 
brightly before it will warmly lead 
others. Matt helps identify spiritual 
practices and habits that will help us 
grow as disciples.

How can your parish support your 
desire to grow in discipleship and to 
bring others to Jesus? Fr Mallon says, 
“The change agent (for a parish) is to 
bring people to encounter Jesus - there 
is no other way.” Evangelisation is not 
our initiative and it does not depend 
on our talents. It is a faithful and 
obedient response to God’s call and 
so it is not based on our power but on 
the power of God.

We have an opportunity to make 
disciples at every moment by the way 
we live our lives and our witness to 
Christ in the mission field of the world. 
Where is your mission field?

Is it time you got fired up about 
discipleship in your parish? Begin 
today by inviting Matt O’Connell along 
to present his talk.

For more, contact Matt O’Connell 
moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz 
or (03) 366 9869

Lauren Butler 
St Joseph’s Papanui

Recently I had the wonderful 
experience of sitting with a woman 
who described herself as having been 
‘fiercely independent’, determined 
to make her own informed decisions 
regarding her health. She walked me 
through her recent months which 
involved losing her husband and 
soul mate of 65 years. She had to 
sell her family home and move into a 
rest home, which she had previously 
resisted. Her belongings were sold 
and more recently she suffered a fall 
which broke several bones.

She shared with me that she had been 
bed-ridden for eight weeks to allow 
her bones to mend and when I sat with 
her, she explained how most of her 

days were spent ‘thinking’. She came 
to see that she needed this ‘thinking’ 
time in order to process all that 
recent months had held for her. She 
had experienced a definite internal 
move from anger and frustration to 
acceptance and peace. Her daughter 
wondered how on earth she would 
cope going back into care and being 
reliant on the help of others for basic 
needs. The hospitalised mother was 
very surprised to hear herself telling 
her daughter that the staff had been 
wonderful and, as she needed help, 
she would gratefully receive it.

Together we pondered on her eight 
week experience. It definitely seemed 
God had made the most of her 

recovery time. Together we marvelled 
at how far God can shift a person’s 
interior being when given the time 
and space to do so. She was truly 
surprised at her own new realisation. 
I left, feeling very privileged to have 
again seen God at work in a deeply 
rewarding way.

Hospitals are a greenhouse for deep 
interior work. In hospital chaplaincy we 
have the opportunity to shed light on 
the fact that God is holding that patient 
in the palm of His hand (Is 49:16). 

Kirsten Challies 
Hospital Chaplaincy

In the last few months, the Hoatu Trust received 
a wide range of applications for funding from 
parishes, schools and important organisations in the 
Christchurch Diocese. August saw the first round 
of Hoatu funds allocated by our bishop. Charlotte 
Cummings is the Hoatu Trust Administrator. I would 
like to thank Charlotte and the Hoatu committee for 
their great work in assisting the bishop in responding 
to financial needs.

Fundraising continues to gather momentum around 
the diocese. I am looking forward to updating you 
all on some new initiatives later in the year. We are 
learning more about effective fundraising, both locally 
and internationally. With so many of our parishes 

and schools either under financial pressure or simply 
wanting to do more, everything we can achieve in 
fundraising will make a big difference.

Each financial year, the diocese prepares 
a comprehensive budget to fund the 
Church’s many objectives. It is pleasing to 
see that, as the end of June concluded, 
we met our financial targets.

I wish to thank everyone who is helping 
ensure the Church is a good steward of 
the financial resources entrusted to us.

Kind regards, Andy Doherty

From our Diocesan General Manager

The Privilege of

Hospital Chaplaincy
As a chaplain, I am in such a privileged position here in the hospitals, where the lives of 
people are often brought to a pause; where chaos, suffering and hardship can call on some 
deep interior work to find peace amid difficult circumstances; where God creatively works 
with the creature he knows so well.

GO MAKE DISCIPLES!
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Nga mihi nui 
from the editorial desk.

Welcome to Inform Issue 114 which 
covers the period from June to 
September. As we made our way 
through the Christchurch winter, we 
did so largely in Ordinary Time.

Along with all our usual features, 
we have news from our bishop who, 
among other things, highlights the 
need to pause before taking on new 
building projects in Christchurch city. 
We welcome Archivally Speaking (an 
official publication of our Diocesan 
Archives) into the pages of Inform for 
the first time. We have an extensive 
Faith and Works section in this issue 
as we celebrate great progress in the 
construction of the new St Patrick’s 
Church in Lincoln. As is its want, 
the Carmelite Monastery shares a 
wonderful story of Hoon Hay hijinks. 
Humbly placed towards the end of 
this edition is news of our Diocesan 
Music Outreach. Alert Inform readers 
will have noticed I try to sneak a 
discreet picture of myself into each 
issue. This time, I have highlighted the 
major part of my work in two sacred 
music articles. Good news is good 
news.

Thanks to all contributors to Inform 
Issue 114 and to you for reading it! 
Please pass it on.

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

Issue 114 
- September 2018
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We’re under way with the  Chapel and 
Performing Arts Centre at St Bede’s. 
Watch this space for updates!

naylorlove.co.nz

Many different paths lead people to 
enter full communion in the Catholic 
Church. In preparing to receive the 
grace of the sacraments of initiation, 
people are always accompanied 
in faith by the Catholic community. 
Alongside our parishes, the 
sacraments of initiation are also being 
celebrated in our school communities. 
In both parish and school settings, 
people come to more fully know our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. In their preparation 
to receive the sacraments they learn: 
to pray with God’s word and how to 
live by that word, how to become a 
disciple of the Lord and share the 

mission of the Church, and how to love 
and serve the Lord throughout their 
lives.

Our parishes continue to receive 
inquiries from people searching 
for greater meaning in their lives. 
Our schools are a rich harvest for 
nourishing the faith and spiritual life 
of our young people. If you know of 
someone interested in learning more 
about the Catholic Church, encourage 
them to contact their local parish, their 
school chaplain or Marianne Daly at 
the Catholic Education Office, 
on (03) 353 0758 or by 
e-mail: mdaly@chch.catholic.org.nz.

By God’s Grace

Bishop Paul Martin SM confirming Leah McDonal as he anoints her with the sacred Chrism. 
Taken at St Mary's Pro-Cathedral in June, when Catholic Cathedral College celebrated their 
Mass of Initiation with the Bishop.
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Like the seasons, life changes! 
Seasons for Growth is an innovative 
education programme which explores 
the effects of change, loss and grief. 
Seasons for Growth is based on the 
belief that change and loss are part of 
life and grief is a normal response to 
these losses. We need the opportunity 
to learn about how death, separation, 
divorce or other significant loss events 
may impact on our lives.

The Seasons for Growth programme 
provides an opportunity for 
participants to learn the knowledge, 
skills and attitudes required to 
understand and respond well to such 
experiences.

In August, we trained a group of new 
‘Companions’ who will facilitate the 
programme throughout the diocese, 

with Catholic Social 
Services continuing 
to offer this course 
at their offices in 
Christchurch. The 
programme runs 
as a 2.5 hour weekly session for four 
weeks, or a two day retreat style 
intensive, or as a 3 hour workshop 
to a larger group of people. Our new 
Companions are intending to make 
Seasons for Growth available in the 
parishes.

If you would like to attend a course 
or to arrange a course in your area, 
contact Lauren Butler on 027 424 6045 
or email seasons@chch.catholic.org.nz.

Lauren Butler
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The Cross of the Good 
Shepherd leads the children of 
the parish to a place prepared 
for them to better receive and 
hear the Word of God. The 
Church encourages parishes 
to find ways for children to 
celebrate what is taking place 
within the church in a way that 
is adapted to their age and 
ability. Liturgy of the Word with 
children includes breaking 
open the Word of God from 
a Lectionary for Masses with 
Children, making a profession 
of faith and praying for the 
needs of others. They then 
rejoin the community for the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Parishes who wish to re-visit 
or initiate this ministry are 
welcome to contact 
Marianne Daly on 
(03) 353 0758 or at 
mdaly@chch.catholic.org.nz.

Learning
to follow the
Good Shepherd

There is a Season

SFG Companions L-R: Lauren Butler (SFG Co-ordinator), 
Kirsten Challies, Linlee Popham, Liz Dick, Margaret Hurton

Image used with permission from Catholic Diocese of Christchurch

If you have experienced abuse by a priest or a member of a 
religious order, the National Office for Professional Standards 
is here to support you. We will ensure your story is heard, and 
your complaint is investigated. 

Alternatively, you may wish to report the matter directly to the 
police, and we will support anyone who requires assistance to 
do this.

“Working Together for a Safe Church”

The Catholic Church in Aotearoa New Zealand

National Office for Professional Standards

To make a complaint, or for more information about 
the Church’s complaint process, please contact:

Phone: 03 365 1993 or 0275 406 778   Email: prof.standards@nzcbc.org.nz
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Photographed are some of the leaders 
for a parish retreat in daily life offered 
at St Francis of Assisi Parish for five 
Thursday evenings during August into 
September. This retreat (Inner Peace 
in Friendship with Jesus) is from a 
series of Ignatian Retreats. St Francis 
of Assisi parish has offered a different 
retreat from the series for each of the 
last three years, St Joseph’s Papanui 
for three years, Stella Maris two years 
and other parishes, including St 
Mary’s New Brighton and Christ the 
King Burnside, have appreciated the 
experience.

On each evening, participants gather 
to be led into a reflective atmosphere 
and silent scripture-based prayer, 
followed by group sharing and 
attentive listening and then a return 
to the large group for reflection 
and closure. Participants take away 
material to guide their own prayer 

during the following week. Some 
phrases heard from participants: 
closeness to God, Spirit hovering, 
held in the quiet, together as one, 
Jesus inviting, healing presence, 
a bud opening, respectful love, 
called to serve, God in all things... 
The experience both enriches our 
relationship with God and builds 
community.

Members of the diocesan group of 
Spiritual Directors, Whakakoingo o 
te Ngakau: The Yearning Heart, work 
together to have teams available for 
parishes requesting these retreats. 
Details are on the Diocesan website 
www.chchcatholic.nz/pastoral/
spiritual-director. To arrange a retreat 
in your parish contact Kevin Gallagher 
(kevingallagher@xtra.co.nz) 
or Sr Kathleen Rushton 
(kprushton@gmail.com).

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

ENRICHING RELATIONSHIPS WITH GOD AND OTHERS
Parish Retreats In Daily Life

Some of the retreat group leaders at Assisi parish retreat (Left to Right): Bede Haughey, 
Kirsten Challies, Kevin Gallagher, Lyn Gallagher, Fr Kevin Burns, Lauren Butler, Judy Garvey.

You may already know about 
our ongoing work caring for 
mothers with unplanned or 
challenging pregnancies. Now 
we are planning to meet an 
even bigger need.

As part of our mission to 
strengthen marriage and build 
a culture that affirms human 
dignity, the John Paul II Centre 
for Life is offering practical help 
to people with an addiction to 
pornography. We are aware that 
many people have lost hope 
that they can ever find freedom, 
but we assure you it is possible.

A support and recovery group 
is being formed along similar 
lines to those offered by the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City 
(See https://www.archkck.
org - Ministries). We also 
offer resources and ideas for 
protecting your children and 
partial scholarships towards a 
science-based Catholic Online 
Recovery Programme. 
For more, see 
https://reclaimsexualhealth.com. 

If you are interested to 
know more for yourself or 
a loved one, email us at 
recoverygroup@outlook.co.nz. 
Please be assured of complete 
confidentiality.

Maria Schmetzer 
Director

Caring for 
God’s People
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Josh made it through - but from the 
outset it was clear his recovery path 
would be slow and after five months 
public hospital care, he was told that 
what little movement he had was 
likely to be it - a little finger movement 
and some arm and trunk function. 
Josh was moved to St John of God in 
Halswell where he has made huge 
progress. He is determined to one 
day walk independently - without a 
frame - and integrate back into the 
community. But, as Josh points out, 
one of the problems is a ‘real lack of 
affordable, accessible housing in New 
Zealand’.

St John of God Hauora Trust hopes 
to address that. As a ministry of the 
Catholic Church, part of the vision and 
mission at St John of God Hauora Trust 
is to live and proclaim the healing 
power of God’s love by inviting people 
to discover the richness and fullness 
of their lives, give them a reason to 
hope and a greater sense of their 
dignity.

Coming up with better ways to help 
integrate people with a disability back 
into the community is something that 

Mark Anderson, Facility Manager for 
St John of God Halswell has been 
working on over the past 18 months 
with the Halswell Menzshed. Draft 
plans for New Zealand’s first fully 
accessible tiny home are now at the 
engineering stage, prior to starting 
construction.

“There’s a real need in the community 
for a low-cost housing option... 
and these tiny homes are seen as 
an easier option in terms of build 
time and legal compliance” said Mr 
Anderson. He points out that there is 
no government funding for these sorts 
of projects. “The big picture is building 
communities - not just solely people 
living with a disability - but mixed 
communities, which is where we will 
see the real benefits.”

Fundraising towards the $85,000 
target has commenced with $16,000 
already raised. A Spring Gala Dinner is 
to be held on Friday 29 October from 
6.00pm. This will be a 5 course dinner. 
Tickets are $120 pp with proceeds 
going to the tiny home project. For 
more, contact St John of God Halswell 
on (03) 338 2009.

Giving Hope, Freedom and Independence 
to those with a Disability
Life was going fine for Josh until the morning of 9 March 2016 when he awoke with severe pain and could hardly 
walk. Within 15 minutes of getting into the car to go to Christchurch Public Hospital, Josh had lost all movement 
on his left side. Shortly after arriving at hospital, his breathing stopped and he was immediately put into an 
induced coma. Josh was 18 years old.

Have you or a family member experienced the grief of 
losing a baby before or at birth? Whether this was recent or 
decades ago, we invite you to join us for this year's Mass 
of Remembrance on Monday 15 October at 7.30pm at 
St Teresa's Parish, Riccarton. If you need someone to 
talk to about your loss or if there is 
some other way in which we can 
help you, please let us know.

For more information please 
contact the John Paul II Centre 
for Life on (03) 351 3227.

Maria Schmetzer 
Director John Paul II Centre for Life

Phone: (03) 351 3225
Cell: 027 2167 000
www.jp2.org.nz

Supporting Families 
Grieving the Loss of a Baby
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In June, doors opened to our 
Christchurch Vinnies new Hornby 
shop. Preparations, decoration, fitting 
out and stocking were largely carried 
out by our own Vinnies staff and 
volunteers. The result is amazing, with 
our shop rivalling the best of its kind in 
Christchurch.

We welcome all customers, 
volunteers and donors to visit us at 31 
Shands Road. We are keen to receive 
good quality clothing, bric a brac and 
furniture.

Please call Tania 022 384 7503.

Help us to help others.

Blessed and Ready to Serve
HORNBY’S NEW VINNIES SHOP

In late July, 16 members of the 
Catholic Women's League (CWL) 
from the Christchurch Diocese 
travelled to Wellington and 
participated in an informative and 
successful National Conference. 
Susan Dickson from Methven was 
elected as National President for the 
next four years. We are all very proud 
of her. The last National President 
from the Christchurch Diocese was 
Teresa Friel in 1988. Please keep 
Mrs Dickson in your prayers.

Val Langley 
Diocesan President CWLANZ

NEW PRESIDENT FROM METHVEN

Children and youth in Catholic schools 
across Christchurch have been 
involved with a variety of initiatives 
including our Lent appeal '40 Bags 
in 40 Days', 'Get Ya Woollies' winter 
clothing drive, Faith in Action days, 
can collections and store market 
days. After much preparation and 
hard work from a dedicated team, 
the Commissioning Mass for Minnie 
Vinnies and Young Vinnies was offered 
in early August at St Mary's Pro-
Cathedral. This was a way to celebrate 
their fantastic work and acts of service 
so far this year. It was an amazing 
turnout with Young Vinnies being 
commissioned into the Society from 
16 local schools. The Commissioning 
Mass enabled all our schools to 
connect and acknowledge the good 
works to which they contribute in 
their communities. As full members 
of our Society, the students are called 
to follow in the footsteps of Frederic 
Ozanam and his friends by living out 
the Vincentian vocation in their school, 
home and community.

This term the youth branch of St 
Vincent de Paul is focusing on 
social engagement particularly with 
older people. Young Vinnies will be 
celebrating World Senior Citizen's Day 
and visiting rest homes. May the Lord 
continue to bless them in their work.

Great Things 
Ahead for 
Christchurch 
VINNIES YOUTH
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I recall a thought I had as we 
celebrated the Feast of the Assumption 
in 2017. There was some sadness 
among my brother priests regarding 
one of our brothers. This man was a fit 
and healthy priest, he is a holy priest, 
he has an engaging personality, but he 
is suffering from Alzheimer's disease. 
One of the things he found himself 
doing before he was admitted into care 
was he would get in his car and begin 
to drive but then forget where he was 
going. Imagine that, heading off in your 
car to get a loaf of bread from the dairy 
and ending up in Greymouth. There 
is some humour in this but for the 
person, it’s terrible to be on a journey 
but to have no idea where you are 
going or why you are travelling. And 
I know for our brother priest this has 
been dreadfully unnerving and has on 
occasion left him very angry.

But could I say this to you today, I think 
we live in a society where this is the 
case for many many people. Yes, they 
are on the journey of life but they have 
forgotten their destination. You see 
knowing our destination is important for 
two reasons. Firstly it's only in knowing 
our end, our destiny that we can plot 

the correct path, and secondly it means 
that our journey has a reason - 
a purpose, we do not wander aimlessly 
through life, we have direction.

Being directionless is not good. Think 
of the All Blacks if some of the players 
started heading for the wrong try line, 
or if the bus we were on began to head 
along the wrong road, or the plane we 
were flying on headed towards the 
wrong country. No, we only board a 
plane or a bus because we know where 
it's going. Not having a direction leads 
to a lack of order - to disorder.

Now you might be starting to think, 
"Hold on Fr John, I thought today we 
were supposed to be celebrating the 
Feast of the Assumption." Yes, that 
is right, so here's the thing, it's the 
Assumption of Mary that shows us the 
way. Yes, Mary, as she always does 
gives us direction. Mary, the first and 
the greatest of the disciples marks out 
for us our destiny. Mary assumed into 
heaven gives the Christian church its 
future.

Remember, Mary is the Christian we all 
desire to be. Yes, she is the model, she 
is the great teacher of discipleship. Yes, 

it's the Christian vocation to bring Jesus 
to birth in the world. Now, that's not the 
easiest thought for us blokes - after all 
maternity is not something we do well. 
That's why women in the Church have 
such a vital role, that's why, arguably, 
women have a greater aptitude for 
holiness. And that's why, of course, we 
should always honour our mothers… 
because, deep within the human 
condition, each of us has a debt to our 
mother. How often have you heard 
stories from the battlefield that a dying 
soldier's last thought is for his mother.

Our final destiny is beyond this world. 
C S Lewis said once, that when we 
have finished our time here on earth, 
we would only have completed the 
cover page of the great book of life. 
Mary, assumed into heaven, shows 
us the way to go. Mary, assumed into 
heaven, reminds us not to set our sights 
too firmly on the passing things of this 
life. Mary, assumed into heaven, is the 
remedy for disorder. And interestingly 
Mary, assumed into heaven, is still the 
great hope for our brother priest, as he 
continues to pray with her every day.

Fr John Adams 
Parish Priest - St Joseph's, Papanui

Reflection on the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

"BEHOLD YOUR MOTHER"
On Pilgrimage with 
the Community of St John

Mid-winter saw around thirty pilgrims from Christchurch, 
Malaysia and China travel to France to visit places of 
Marian significance. Fr Michael Therese and Br John Van 
from St Teresa's, Riccarton led pilgrims in visiting many 
holy places including Lyon, Taizé, Lourdes, Lisieux and 
Paris. Pilgrims experienced joy, peace and numerous 
blessings and were mesmerised by so many spiritual 
highlights.

Arlene Wilkins

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
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everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 
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• Immigration
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• Property
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• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today
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Feed
YOuR Soul

Great books feed us. They 
focus our minds and inspire 
our hearts. Great spiritual 
books help us to pray. I invite 
you to take just ten minutes 
for spiritual reading each day 
and allow the words to sink 
deeply into your soul. Talk to 
God about what you have read, 
what it means to you and how 
it comforts or challenges you.

St Joseph's Papanui is 
encouraging spiritual reading 
with a "Read & Return" library 
exchange in the foyer at St 
Gregory's Church, 30 Cotswold 
Avenue, Bishopdale. We 
recently added 100 new books 
from Dynamic Catholic. Come 
and borrow some food for your 
soul or consider setting up a 
library in your parish.

Lauren Butler 
Pastoral Team Member 
St Joseph's, Papanui

OUR MAN IN HANOI
While on sabbatical in Vietnam, Our Lady of Victories Parish Priest Fr Michael 
Pui concelebrated Mass with local priests and over 500 young people in the 
Cathedral of Vinh. This Mass was offered as part of a day of Formation for Youth. 
It is one of several such gatherings in the diocese.

Our Lady of Victories Church in Sockburn is currently being strengthened and 
refurbished, and is expected to open on it’s feast day Our Lady Of The Rosary, 
07 October.

In South Canterbury, migrant families 
mainly work in the dairy industry. 
Husbands are offered contract work 
while their wives find night work or 
are employed in rest homes and milk 
factories. Many mothers, with children 
at school, are socially isolated. Every 
available dollar is sent abroad to meet 
family obligations. Loneliness and 
social hardship are real. The plight 
of many migrants is exacerbated by 
immigration controls. Those not able 
to comply with regulations around skill 
and income levels face deportation.

These pressures and concerns are the 
catalyst in forming the Pinoy Waimate 
Support Project. Through the hard 
work of John and Susan Foley an 

application for funding was made to 
the Christchurch Diocesan Welfare 
Council.

Pinoy Waimate was launched in 
November 2017. This project will help 
members of the migrant community 
to enter life in wider South Canterbury 
successfully. So far, Pinoy Waimate 
has supported the choral activity 
of the Filipino Choir, a workshop on 
immigration matters, and Cooking 
with Susan sessions to learn how to 
prepare Kiwi food. It is a blessing to 
see local initiatives supporting our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in search 
of a better life and receive the life they 
bring to our community.

South Canterbury’s 
New Catholic Communities

Fr Pui is third from the left.

Mrs Susan Foley and Cooking Class graduates
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Timaru 

With work being undertaken to 
earthquake strengthen the Sacred Heart 
Basilica in Timaru, here is an opportunity 
to look back to when it all began with a 
taster from the Diocesan Archives.

From an uncatalogued Architectural 
Scrapbook here is a fantastic postcard 
depicting the Sacred Heart Basilica in 
Timaru under construction. 

This wonderful poster by ‘The Timaru Herald’ celebrates the 
opening of the Church of the Sacred Heart, in Timaru, on 
1 October 1911 by Bishop Grimes. The poster also celebrates 
other Parish buildings in existence in 1911. The poster was 
donated by Eleanor Watson to the Diocesan Archives. 
Donations like these, give the Archives a rich context in 
which we set our holdings, and ensure that our Diocesan 
history continues to thrive. 
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Ashburton historian and author, Michael Hanrahan, 
was awarded the Rhodes Medal by the Canterbury 
History Foundation (CHF). Mr Hanrahan worked 
with Fr Kevin Clark over the years on the Diocesan 
Archives and published numerous books on the 
history of the Christchurch Diocese including "Built 
in Faith, Catholic Churches of the Christchurch 
Diocese Past and Present, 1840-2010" and "A 
Suitable Temple, A History of the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament 1905-2005". The A C Rhodes 
History Medal was established by a gift from Mr Paul 
and Mrs Sally Rhodes in memory of Paul's father, 
Alfred Cecil Rhodes in 2001. Cecil Rhodes was a 
respected businessman and community leader in 
upper Riccarton, Christchurch, until his death in 
1970.

The medal honours and recognises lifetime 
achievement in support of historical research, 
archives, museums or community awareness of the 
value of History.

Diocesan Archives online
Every diocese is obliged by Canon Law and by the Pontifical 
Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church, to 
maintain an archive. The Diocesan Archive ensures that all 
records generated by the Bishop and his administration, 
are “preserved [boxed and listed], transmitted, renewed 
and appreciated because they represent the most direct 
connection with the heritage of the Church Community.

The Archives of the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch had 
its beginnings in a collection of material from the time of 
its first Bishop, Bishop Grimes. This collection contained 
everything, from his diaries to his lantern slides, his letters 
to his bus tickets - everything that passed over his desk, in 
both directions. The Diocesan Archives has remained at its 
core the material the Bishop of the day has dealt with.

For more information on the Archives see our webpage 
https://archives.chchcatholic.nz/ and check out our 
Facebook page for regular posts about our holdings, our 
work and the odd fun puzzle https://www.facebook.com/
christchurchdiocesanarchives/

Archively Speaking

Professor Geoff Rice, Christchurch Mayor Lianne Dalziel 
and Michael Hanrahan

By Triona Doocey 
Diocesan Archivist

MICHAEL HANRAHAN 
AWARDED RHODES MEDAL
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St Peter’s School Twilight Fair
St Peter’s School, Fisher Ave, Beckenham, warmly welcome 
you to their Twilight Christmas Fair on Friday 23rd November 
from 4.30pm. Plenty of delicious food, lots of entertainment 
for the children, craft stalls, the usual fair bargains and a 
chance to take your own family Santa photos. 

Thomas Merton Chapter
Monday December 10th marks the fiftieth anniversary of 
the untimely death of the Trappist Monk, Thomas Merton, 
in Bangkok Thailand. The Christchurch Chapter will hold a 
commemorative event on this day, starting in the Avonhead 
cemetery at 6.30pm in the evening, where members of the 
Merton family are buried.

This will be followed by prayer and refreshments at a venue 
yet to be confirmed.

For information contact Sr. Eleanor Capper RSJ on 
ecapper@chch.catholic.org.nz. Further details will be 
published on the Diocesan website and in parish newsletters.

v

CHRISTMAS 
TWILIGHT

AT ST PETER’S SCHOOL 

23
4:30-7:30pm

NOVEMBER

Friday 23 November 
4:30 - 7:30pm 
Fisher Avenue

Come Along,
Eat & Be Merry! 

Food Stalls, Silly Billy, 
Melanie Poppins, 

Santa’s Grotto, 
Bouncy Castles, 
Crafts and lots, 

lots, more!

ROSARY HOUSE EVENTS

Rosary House Spiritual Life Centre Programme

Further information and bookings to Rosary House 
(03) 379 1298 or roho@xtra.co.nz

Guided/Directed Five Day Non-Residential Retreat

When: Mon 1 Oct – Fri 5 Oct, 10.00am – 4.00pm daily

Venue: Villa Maria College. Cost: $280

Led by Fr Brian Cummings SM. “The Pilgrim”: entering into 
the mystery of our lives through the dynamics of Ignatian 
pilgrimage. Presented using a variety of input. Atmosphere 
of stillness and silence, spaces for prayer and a general 
gathering space. Bookings helpful. 

Reflection Day

When: Mon 5 Nov, 10.30am – 2.30pm

Venue: Te Manawa Atawhai Catherine McAuley Centre 
 at Villa Maria College.

Sunday Scriptures (Gospel according to Luke, Year C)

When: Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm – 9.00pm 
Venue: Te Manawa Atawhai Catherine McAuley Centre 
 at Villa Maria College.

With Dr Kathleen Rushton RSM. Preparation for the new 
liturgical year which begins in Advent. This session gives 
an overview of the Gospel according to Luke to invite us to 
listen more deeply to the gospel readings of Year C. 

Advent Retreat 
The Christmas Mystery and the Journey of the Soul

When: Fri 30 Nov, 6.45 – 9.00pm 
 Sat 1 Dec 9.30am – 4.00pm

Venue: Mary Potter Community Centre 
 442 Durham Street North. 

With Joy Ryan-Bloore. Suggested contribution $60 or 
donation. Bookings helpful. 

Training for Proclaiming the Word of God 
as a Reader
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states that 
“when the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God 
himself speaks to his people, and Christ, present in his 
word, proclaims the Gospel” Therefore, it is important that 
those who read the Scriptures do so with reverence and 
clarity. Sister Eleanor Capper RSJ is available to train the 
readers in your parish to proclaim the Word in a clear and 
lucid way that will allow all parishioners to hear the voice 
of the Lord. Sessions can be held for small or large groups, 
either during the day or in the evening. She is also prepared 
to work with individuals if that helps a parish train confident 
readers for the future.

Contact Sr Eleanor Capper RSJ on (03) 353 0756 
or email ecapper@chch.catholic.org.nz

Training for Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion
As the Eucharist is called the source, summit and centre 
of Catholic life, to “perform a liturgical ministry within 
the Eucharistic celebration is a call to participate in a 
special way in this marvellous mystery”. The Church asks 
that everyone who performs this role may be trained 
appropriately. In this practical workshop Sister Eleanor 
Capper RSJ will train extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion so that they can carry out their role with 
“confidence and understanding”. Sessions may be repeated 
to suit parishioners and their commitments.

Contact Sr Eleanor Capper RSJ on (03) 353 0756 
or email ecapper@chch.cathoic.org.nz

What’s On...
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Today, St Mary's Church in New 
Brighton is a beautiful, bright symbol of 
parish perseverance. When the original 
church building was demolished after 
the 2010-2011 Canterbury earthquakes, 
the Christchurch East congregation 
united in raising community support 
and now have their new spiritual home.

Linda O'Brien is a Christchurch East 
parishioner. She has given her time, 
energies and money to her community 
and has helped lead the parish 
campaign to rebuild their church. 
Indeed, Linda has done much more 
than that. By making a gift in her will, 
Linda has created a legacy which will 
support her parish for generations to 
come.

Linda has many reasons for making a 
bequest to the Christchurch Diocese. 
Her family has a long-standing and 

profound connection with the Church 
and especially with the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament. "My great 
grandfather raised the first £400 on the 
West Coast to help build the Cathedral 
of the Blessed Sacrament," Linda 
recalls. "My late husband's grandfather 
came to Christchurch to help install the 
Cathedral's copper dome."

Linda's parents were instrumental 
in the building of St James' Church 
in Aranui, raising funds and holding 
working bees. "My father helped with 
the construction of St James and also 
the New Brighton Catholic School. My 
mother was also a great community 
worker who helped many families in 
our parish and our neighbours," Linda 
shares. "I want to build upon the history 
of my family as benefactors, givers, and 
volunteers to our Church. This is a part 
of our family's tradition."

Linda has celebrated many milestones 
with the church. "I started going to St 
Mary's Church when I was six years 
old," she remembers. Her fondest 
memories are of celebrating her 
marriage and the baptism of her two 
children, surrounded by family, friends 
and members of her community. For 
Linda, her parish is very much the place 
to gather, rejoice, grieve, and celebrate. 
This is another reason she gives back.

Making a gift in her will was an easy 
choice for Linda. "It's painless," she 
states. "Even with limited means, I can 
make an important contribution. And it 
is a very simple thing to do."

"We must look back at our past to move 
forward into the future." Linda believes. 
In honour of those who have come 
before her, Linda's legacy will make a 
difference for those yet to come.

“We must look back at our past 
to move forward into the future.”

Linda’s Legacy

Rejoice Always!
will continue to sow the seeds of faith in 
perpetuity. 

Build a legacy for tomorrow. Consider 
making a gift in your will.

For more information about making a gift 
in your will, please contact 
Christina Sit Yee at 03 366 9869 or 
legacies@chch.catholic.org.nz.

"Rejoice in the Lord Always."
Philippians 4:4.

Your life is full of faith and meaning, and 
your legacy can share this meaning with our 
parish, our Diocese, and our future together in 
the Kingdom of God.

By making a gift in your will, you will join 
past generations of parishioners whose far-
reaching vision and faith built the churches 
we worship in today.

A gift in your will enables us all to rejoice 
in the Lord always, as your generosity 

Linda O’Brien speaking at the opening of 
the new St Mary’s Church in New Brighton.

Linda’s parents.Linda’s ancestors.
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On 20 June, we marked another milestone in the history of 
the Lincoln Parish. Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil turned the first sod 
to celebrate the building of St Patrick's Church. This church, 
currently under construction, is the second to be built by 
the diocese following the 2010 earthquake. It is also the first 
church built since the ordination of Bishop Paul Martin in 
March.

"It is a joy to see the construction progressing without 
delay." said Fr Thyikalamuriyil. "I feel so privileged to be 
the parish priest at this time in our history. My parish has 
suffered immensely from not having our own sacred space. 
We hope to celebrate the Easter Triduum in 2019 in our new 
church." He observed.

The Lincoln Parish began on 1 January 1871 and is a living 
memorial to Fr Chervier. The fourth St Patrick's Church was 
built in 1957. It was demolished on 24 November 2014 after 
suffering extensive damage in the 2010 earthquake.

"The new church is expected to cost $3.2 million. Our parish 
has run a fundraising campaign: 'Our Turn - Our Future' 
to support this wonderful project." said Fr Thyikalamuriyil. 
Many thanks to all who have supported us through pledges 
and donations. We have not yet reached our target and we 
continue our campaign. So, we invite everyone prayerfully 
to consider supporting us through your generous donations 
and be a part of constructing this magnificent building for 
the generations to come."

To find out how you can help rebuild St Patrick's Church in 
Lincoln, please e-mail campaign@chch.catholic.org.nz, call 
AskRight on (03) 366 9869, or contact either Tricia Smith on 
(03) 325 2234 or Fr Job on (03) 325 2770.
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At 11.00am on Labour Monday (22 October), Bishop Paul 
Martin SM will bless and re-dedicate our 154-year-old parish 
church. Since mid-February, this iconic church has been 
closed and given a total make-over by Farrell Construction 
and its many subcontractors. Restoration of our heritage 
building required the installation of new foundations, floor, 
roof, heaters and carpet. All has been done under the 
watchful expert eye of Heritage architect Dave Pearson and 
property managers from the Greenstone Group. Holding 
Category One historic status, all improvements retained the 
'historic footprint' of the church. Helpful additions include 
a sound system, insulation in the ceiling and floor, a new 
sacristy and an expanded flower room.

All will be revealed in early October when the plastic 
covering and scaffolding will finally be removed. You are 
invited to visit the church at any time or to attend our 
Sunday 9.30am Mass. Join local Akaroa residents for the re-
dedication and lunch on Labour Monday. Those who gave 
financial support through the successful Askright campaign 
are especially welcome. Among our special guests will be 
members of the Presbyterian and Anglican communities 
who made their hall available for our Sunday Mass over 
the past seven months. We are grateful for the bonds of 
friendship in faith which have greatly developed this year.

Deo Gratias.

Fr Paul Shannahan SM - Parish Priest

AKAROA RESPLENDENCE - Historic Catholic Church Re-Opens

Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil turned the first sod on June 20 2018.

Celebrating 
Lincoln’s New Church

Parish centre extension work as on 24 August 2018.

Impressions of the finished St Patrick’s Church.
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Today, parishioners in Hornby-Darfield 
are incredibly excited about the 
opening of St Bernadette's Church, on 
schedule, in late September.

The upgrade of this church was made 
possible by the extraordinary efforts 
and generosity of many parishioners 
and the leadership of Fr Paulo and the 
Hornby-Darfield Parish Fundraising 
Committee. This group of campaign 
volunteers spearheaded fundraising 
for the Our Turn: Our Future Campaign 
in support of St Bernadette's Church.

"I chose to volunteer in order to 
contribute towards our parish - and for 
God," said Committee member, Mary 
Ireland. Volunteers also shared their 
financial resources and invaluable 
time. For Committee member Malia 
Pua, "I was motivated to give to the Our 
Turn: Our Future Campaign because 
I would like to see a better church for 
future generations."

In Hornby, the local Samoan 
community played an important 

part in the fundraising campaign. 
Samoan community spokesperson 
Jeff Magele stated "I love working 
for the parish," and commented that 
he was astonished and impressed 
by the success of the campaign and 
appreciated the personal experience 
of meeting with many parishioners.

The opportunity to spend time getting 
to know fellow parishioners was a 
highlight for many on the Fundraising 
Committee. According to campaign 

volunteer Diana Emms, "I would say 
to future volunteers (on other parish 
campaigns) that you will meet lots 
of lovely people and have a positive 
experience." For Fr Paulo, working on 
the campaign was also very rewarding. 
"It is my privilege to be part of Our Turn: 
Our Future. Thank you!"

Through their work, the Committee 
and parish raised 125% of their original 
fundraising goal - a true cause for 
celebration.

Hornby-Darfield 
Celebrates Success

General Manager Andy Doherty attending a fundraising dinner for the Hornby-Darfield Parish.

The idea of a prayer ministry among 
our lay companions first formed in the 
mind of our Founder Mary Potter during 
the early days of the Little Company 
of Mary (LCM). Prayer for the suffering 
and dying was her deep concern. Mary 
Potter lived at the time of the Industrial 
Revolution. She witnessed illness, great 
poverty, the break up of family life and 
woefully inadequate resources. She 
longed for a great circle of prayer for 
the suffering and dying, to address 
these social issues.

Today we call our prayer companions 
Associates and Affiliates; together the 
Greater Company of Mary. Associates 
are women and men who are drawn 
to the LCM spirit and desire to 
incorporate its spirit and vision into 
their daily lives. They commit to daily 
prayer for the suffering and dying. 
Affiliate members also commit to daily 
prayer for the suffering and dying.

Mary Potter asked all of us, LCM 
Sisters and Greater Company of Mary 
members, to live daily in the presence 

of Mary and to pray with Mary's 
maternal solicitude for the suffering 
and dying. We invite and encourage 
you as Inform readers to join the 
Greater Company of Mary prayer 
ministry.

"If you would do an act that would 
endear you to your dear Lord, pray for 
the dying. Today they need your prayer, 
tomorrow will be too late." (Venerable 
Mary Potter)

Srs Mary Scanlon and Helena Kearns LCM

The Greater Company of Mary

From something small,  
grows something big.

Invest in the CDF and help 
grow our church community.

Catholic Development Fund

Through your support the 
Catholic Development Fund 
offers products & services to help 
facilitate the pastoral activities 
of our Catholic Community.

 � Funeral Accounts (no fees) 
- 12mth int rate applies, WINZ approved 
for Residential Care Subsidy

 � Savings accounts (no fees) 
- 1% up to $50,000 

 � Investment accounts (min $500 deposit)

 � CDF online

Call 0800 40 3863 to open an account 
today or to find out more about your 
Catholic Development Fund (CDF).
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On Sunday 15 April 2018, Fr Peter 
Costello celebrated his 25th 
Anniversary of ordination to the 
priesthood. He did so by offering Mass 
for his parishioners at St Patrick's 
Church in Greymouth.

At the end of the Mass, the assembly 
adjourned to the parish centre where 
Fr Costello briefly shared something 
of his journey toward priesthood. 
He reflected that he is indebted 
to the love of his family, especially 
his mother and one of his uncles 
who was a holy Marist priest. Fr 
Costello responded to his vocation 
to the priesthood later in life. He was 
ordained at the age of 47.

Fr Costello was presented with a 
gift from the parish by the Parish 
Council chairman. He was gifted with 
a new smartphone. He then received 
beautiful cards from the children of 

St Patrick's Primary School and from 
students of John Paul II High School. 
After the presentation, Fr Costello cut 
his cake, watched on by parishioners. 
In the evening, he had dinner with his 
brother priests from the West Coast at 
a local restaurant.

After 25 years as a priest, Fr Costello is 
known as a humble and approachable 
man. This is acknowledged not only by 
the Catholic community on the Coast, 
but by the wider community. Along 
with Mass each day, his duties include 
hospital, rest home, school and home 
visits.

We thank God for the gift of 
priesthood which has been entrusted 
to Fr Costello and thank him for the 
person he is. “May the God of peace 
make him perfect and holy; and may 
he be kept safe and blameless, spirit, 
soul and body for the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. God has called him 
and he will not fail him.” 
(1 Thessalonians 53.23-24)

Fr Tien Cao 
Assistant Priest - Greymouth

FINDING SILVER AS WELL AS COAL 
ON THE COAST

25 June: Golden Jubilee
Our chaplain Fr Barry Malone SM 
celebrated his Golden Jubilee of 
priesthood. It was a joy to host one 
of his celebrations here at Carmel, 
followed by morning tea and a large 
cake!

30 June: Solemn High Mass
A long time friend, Fr Daniel Mould 
fssp (Fraternity of St Peter) celebrated 
his first Solemn High Mass in the 
Extraordinary form with the Papa 
Stronsay priests and Deacons. This 
was followed by a luncheon and a 

catch up with Fr Mould after his years 
of training in America.

15 July: Feast of 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel
The celebration of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel - the first for Bishop Paul 
Martin SM - with Bishop Meeking 
and many of our priests, was another 
highlight this year. Ken Joblin and 
the Kolbe Singers provided heavenly 
music for an overflowing congregation 
which made for a memorable 
afternoon. Bishop Martin added a 
special touch to his homily by recalling 

his trip to the Holy Land and his visit 
to Mount Carmel with the little Chapel 
dedicated to Our Lady there. It was 
very special to him with his own 
mother bearing the name, Carmel. He 
rang her from the top of the Mount to 
tell her he was 'in her place'! We all felt 
very much 'in her place' that afternoon 
with many receiving her Scapular. We 
are deeply grateful and it is a special 
joy to be surrounded by the prayers, 
love and support of so many friends of 
our diocese.

Sr Marietta OCD

CARMEL CATCH-UP:  Three Key Celebrations

373 Manchester St, in the gravel carpark next to St Mary’s
03 366 2853 . catholicshop@chch.catholic.org.nz .      /chchcatholicshop

For Children 
A great selection of 
books, bibles and gifts.

Statues 
Something for every purpose,
varying heights and materials.

Candles 
A large variety of 
beeswax and paraffi  n 
options, along with 
incense, charcoal and 
tapers.

rosaries 
Made from resin, plastic, 
wood, stone, crystal or glass, 
in a variety of styles.

The Caeholic Shop
� e best local range of Catholic goods & gi� s
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By the time we got to early July, we 
had weeks of rainy, grey, overcast 
days. The ground was sodden.

A generous friend, Trina by name, 
arrived with a large load of concrete. 
We met this good lady through 
mending an ornament for her some 
years ago. Some months ago Trina, 
one of two women drivers among 35 
men in the Company, kindly offered us 
a load of concrete. The Company had 
to dump mixed concrete if there was 
too much for an order, so our friend 
wished us to benefit from this windfall. 
We hit on the idea of having a fourth 
pathway boxed in the veggie garden 
so that all sides would be paved as 
we'd had many years of a muddy path.

Trina arrived about 10:00 one morning 
in a super large, beautiful white 
concrete mixer. We felt a bit sheepish 
asking if it was a 4-wheel-drive. Trina 
drove skillfully through farm gates and 
across our top paddock where the 
boxed path began. But immediately 
her truck got bogged down and 
could go no further. Fortunately, we 
were close to where we needed to 
begin. We set about with barrows 
to lighten the heavy load. We had a 
friend lined up to help who had done 
the boxing, but he was only available 
on Saturdays. I so admired Trina 
and the young Sisters pushing such 
leaden heavy barrows.  I (Sr Dorothea) 
couldn't even lift the barrow, let alone 
push it! I was really worried about their 
'innards'. And Sr Marietta was not well 
and already struggling with a painful 
leg and foot! I could only rake and 
level and offer moral support.

Eventually the mixer was emptied - 
after at least 30 or more barrow loads 

which totally exhausted us. But the 
truck still stubbornly sat tight as a rock 
with wheels spinning.

So Trina rings up headquarters (many 
kms away) and asks for help. Another 
pristine white concrete mixer arrives 
and backs up - and is promptly 
bogged down too. By this time, 
already earnest prayers and signs of 
the Cross became frantic.  
We dragged sacks and sticks and logs 
and cardboard to wedge under the 
wheels but they just wouldn't grip.

SO - another phone call to 
headquarters and another brand new, 
apparently innovative white concrete 
mixer arrives, this time one where 
"all the wheels move together". They 
certainly did until they all stopped 
dead in the mud. So much for its 
efforts to pull the second truck out.

By this time we felt terrible - not 
to  mention the poor men as 
'exotic words' were emanating with 
considerable force..... We again helped 
this good driver by finding all sorts 
of phenomenal junk that would go 
under the huge tyres to help them 
grip. The two trucks were outside the 
woodshed and after much spinning of 
wheels and groans of despair, the tow 
truck actually shifted - this time with 
all it's wheels moving together - and 
managed to pull the second truck 
out! Then its shot like a stung torpedo 
down to the big grey gates and the 
safety of the tar sealed car park.

Then gingerly back for Trina's truck 
bogged down in the top paddock... 
This is where Mr Tow Truck got 
bogged again trying to pull her truck 
out. So back to oodles of junk under 
tyres and much prayer and ever more 

vigorous signs of the Cross - and many 
'heavenly words' from the truckies - 
and gradually it was towed out after 
many attempts. But what a hassle as 
they had to do a 3 point turn at the 
gate going out of the paddock and 
down the next paddock beside the 
monastery. It was a miracle they didn't 
get stuck again - at least we had one 
miracle of the day!

The three large white concrete mixers 
all lined up in a row in front of the 
grey gates outside in the car park. The 
dear tired drivers appeared - glazed 
and dazed. It looked like some kind of 
dreadful invasion going on at Carmel.....

Epilogue: We felt so sorry for them as 
they came to do us a good turn - all 
for free! But it was fun too with lots of 
teasing and philosophising going on! 
They began at 10:00am and finished at 
2:30pm for a one-hour job! Trina told 
us later that the men felt terrible at 
leaving our paddocks in such a mess 
but had a great time at the pub that 
night keeping patrons enthralled by 
describing their adventures at Carmel! 
They were observing us with much 
fascination - with Habits tucked up 
and in work attire like strong men!! We 
all managed to smile later... !!!!

AND, we have a lovely garden path. 
All's well that ends well!

(We are thinking of calling it the 
Amazon Pathway to highlight the tribe 
of female warriors who put it there! 
Was this the first concrete path made 
only by "ladies??")

Sr Dorothea OCD

"DIDN'T IT RAIN, CHILDREN!" 
- A Carmel Saga
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386 Moorhouse Avenue, Christchurch.
Sales, Service, Parts & Finance: 03 379 0588
Proudly keeping the Catholic Diocese mobile 

Golden Jubilee in Addington
On 25 June, Fr Barry Malone SM celebrated his Golden Jubilee of priestly 
ordination.  The following morning, Sunday, he offered Mass in Sacred Heart 
Church and was joined at the altar by six other priests, including his brother 
Fr Anthony Malone ofm.

Photo Credit: Marilou Crequer
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When Fr Alister Castillo was appointed 
to the Burnside parish as a seminarian, 
Jean-Luc Pitcaithly approached him 
as he was curious about playing the 
Church's fine digital organ. Fr Castillo 
was keen to introduce him to the 
instrument as some years earlier, 
he himself received organ lessons 
from Ken Joblin, now our Diocesan 
Sacred Music Advisor. For any budding 
organist, receiving a key to have 
access to the instrument when no 
one else is in the church is a great 
attraction. This proved to be so for 
Jean-Luc and was the beginning of 
a love of the organ, the Church's key 
liturgical instrument.

In 2017, Mr Joblin approached Dr 
Rachael Hawkey (then Head of Music 
at St Bede's) to find out if there were 
any keen pianists who might like to 
begin learning the organ. Dr Hawkey 
immediately referred Mr Joblin to 
Jean-Luc whose first instrument is the 
trumpet followed by the piano. Soon 
an organ scholarship was set up to 
fund his fortnightly lessons. This organ 
scholarship is a three-way partnership 
between St Bede's College, CTK 
Burnside and the Diocese of 
Christchurch under the Diocesan Music 
Outreach (DMO) which Mr Joblin's work 
underpins. A key motivator for Jean-Luc 
was the thought that he might play 
the newly installed pipe organ when 
the new St Bede's College chapel is 
opened in 2019.

"With Ken, Jean-Luc has gained a 
passion for playing the pipe organ 'as 
it should be played' and now he has 

a place on the parish organ roster 
at a time when our parish needs it 
most." said David Pitcaithly, Jean-Luc's 
father. "I imagine that if Jean-Luc's 
grandfather was still alive, the two of 
them would be down at the church 
together, the organ's volume would 
be up full and the windows would 
be rattling. He would have loved it!" 
mused Mr Pitcaithly.

"It's been great being able to learn the 
organ from Ken" said Jean-Luc. "The 
diocese is running out of organists 
so it is up to the younger generation 
to learn this wonderful instrument. I 
love being able to play it loudly and 
very softly, which the organ provides 
with ease. Ken is doing a wonderful 
job of teaching me how to play this 
complicated instrument, with both 
hands playing on different manuals 
(keyboards) along with the feet 
running around the pedals! I thank Ken 
for his love of the organ, otherwise I 
might not be playing the organ loudly 
and proudly at Christ the King Parish. 
I also thank the diocese, Christ the 
King Parish and St Bede's College for 
providing me with this scholarship. By 
playing the organ, I am able to help 

the congregation at Mass to praise 
and worship the Lord, our God."

"It is very encouraging for me to 
teach the organ in the context of 
our Catholic faith" said Ken Joblin. 
"Learning any musical instrument is 
ultimately satisfying when it is being 
played in the service of the Lord and 
not for its own sake." he went on to say. 
“It is a joy to teach someone who loves 
music and takes his faith so seriously. 
It was a thrill to hear Jean-Luc play 
at the Mass for New Catholics in May 
and again recently at the Jubilee Mass 
for our priests. I also congratulate 
Jean-Luc who came third in the 2017 
Solo Junior Cornet Competition run 
by the New Zealand Brass Bands 
Association."

What plans does your parish have to 
support and form organists? Suitable 
candidates may be found in your 
primary or high school. They will 
already need to be competent pianists 
(keyboardists) and read music. Should 
you wish to discuss this matter further, 
please contact our Diocesan Sacred 
Music Advisor Ken Joblin on 
021 054 2462 or by e-mail on 
kjoblin@chch.catholic.org.nz.

BURNSIDE'S 
NEW LOUD, 
PROUD 
ORGANIST
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The voices of children are now 
regularly entering the liturgical life 
of Christchurch parishes. In 2016, a 
new concept was developed to allow 
school choirs to be formed into parish 
school choirs with the key purpose 
of singing at Mass. Not only would 
children start to think more deeply 
about the Church's sacred music, but 
they would participate in a very clear 
way at Mass which can often be quite 
an adult experience. Any opportunity 
to involve children in serving the 
Church's liturgy has got to be good.

"Now we have several choirs involved 
in the Diocesan Music Outreach 
(DMO)" said Diocesan Sacred Music 
Advisor, Ken Joblin. "Where possible, 
these choirs come over from the 
school and rehearse in the church, 
another way of getting children 
comfortable in their own sacred 
space. When church acoustics are 
good, the children get to hear the new 
collective sound they are creating. 
It is a joy to teach good quality 
sacred music to children. They sing 
in a variety of languages, which is 
proving quite easy for those children 
whose families are more recently 
arrived in New Zealand and who are 
already multi-lingual. I have taught 
anything from Gregorian Chant and 
the music of Mozart, to the music 
of modern English composer John 
Rutter and the familiar composers to 

our congregations, Marty Haugen and 
Bernadette Farrell. Variety is the key 
and the sense that a good nourishing 
musical plate contains plenty of meat 
and vegetables with occasional sugary 
treats" said Mr Joblin.

DMO children's choirs sing at 
Offertory and Communion and 
lead congregational singing. They 
also ensure the Psalm and Gospel 
acclamation are musically attended to. 
Some choirs are also being prepared 
for the Christchurch Primary Schools 
Music Festival in October and Jubilate 
2018, our Catholic Primary Schools 
Music Festival in late November.

Who is the missing generation in our 
parishes? It is young to middle aged 
parents and their children. We ought 
to make the most of any opportunity 
to encourage families to find their 

way to Mass. The DMO is a three-way 
partnership between the parish, its 
school and the diocese. This means 
the cost is minimised for each party 
and that all have an interest in the 
success of this sacred music venture.

How is your parish and school 
deepening your communion? Would 
you also like to hear children singing 
quality music and changing the 
liturgical soundscape at Mass? If this 
thought touches your heart, contact 
your parish priest or Catholic primary 
school principal to encourage a DMO 
partnership and establish a children's 
choir in your parish. To explore the 
DMO further, contact our Sacred 
Music Advisor Ken Joblin on 
cell: 021 054 2462 or by e-mail: 
kjoblin@chch.catholic.org.nz

A Changing Soundscape

St Mary's Special Choir prepares to sing at Sunday Mass.

St Francis of Assisi Children’s Choir prepares for the 
Christchurch Primary Schools Music Festival in October.

Sacred Heart Children’s Choir Addington prepares John Rutter’s 
two-part anthem, “All Things Bright and Beautiful” for Jubilate 2018.
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Successful Choral Festival
A Sunday afternoon in August heard many voices fill St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. This gathering is an annual event and 
encourages individual choirs to come together once a year 
in a celebration of the gift of singing. These concerts always 
begin from the gallery of our Cathedral. This year, over 60 
singers sang three anthems before the focus moved to 
the front of the Pro-Cathedral. We heard the boys of the 
Anglican Cathedral Choir and the Christchurch Boys Choir 
sing with great clarity. Eighty voices joined together from 
community choirs in a spirited bracket. Concert choirs 
offered a mixture of sacred and secular sound before 
all singers joined together in a final stirring rendition of 
Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus.

Our Diocesan Patronal Feast Day
Sunday 24 June was the Feast of St John the Baptist. To 
mark this day, the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 
(CBS) Choir and Orchestra presented Mozart’s Blessed 
Sacrament Litaniae. This was a New Zealand first and was 
followed by a social reception in our Music centre with 
edited film highlights of CBS world tours.

Upcoming

Vienna Classics Concert

30 September. Our regular Vienna classics concert includes 
Mozart’s famous Alleluia, sung by our resident soprano 
soloist Sarah-Jane Rennie as the finale of Exsultate Jubilate. 
Haydn’s Miracle Symphony takes its name from its first 
performance in London, 1795, when the pounding music 
and the sight of the world famous composer conducting 
caused an over-excited audience to rush towards the 
stage, escaping with their lives when a great chandelier 
crashed down behind them on the floor. The major work 
on the programme is Haydn’s Theresienmesse, the fourth 
of six great Masses he wrote annually at the end of his life, 
incorporating all his creative genius.

Wednesday At One Recitals

The popular weekly series continues with optional lunch!

Handel Messiah

This oratorio will be presented by CBS Choir and Orchestra 
this year at 2.00pm on Sunday, 16 December (note new date).

Bach Magnificat (excerpts)

This work will be heard during our Christmas Eve prelude 
(11.15pm, Monday 24 December: before the Midnight Mass). 
This beautiful setting, appropriate for the close of Advent, 
was written for Bach’s own first Christmas Eve in Leipzig. 
Haydn’s St Nicholas Mass is this year’s Midnight Mass, 
together with the usual carols for all.

Don Whelan 
CBS Musical Director

Jayden Walker attends Roncalli Catholic 
College in Timaru and is blessed with an 
amazing voice. He is a familiar face, busking on 
Timaru street corners. Busking has given him 
the confidence to sing to large audiences and 
helps pay for his singing lessons with Vernon 
Midgley in Christchurch.

Always conscious that his God given gift is for 
sharing, Jayden humbly accepts invitations to 
sing for people and occasions free of charge. 
On one very moving occasion, he sang "You'll 
Never Walk Alone" for a lady before she died. 
His attitude along with his hard work, talent and 
solo shows, raising funds for Kidney Kids, saw 
him awarded the Mainland AMP South Regional 

Scholarship grant of $5,000, ahead 
of 168 others.

A recent whirlwind trip around Europe 
included Vienna and Salzburg, the 
birthplace of Mozart, and the Vatican, 
where he was but a metre from Pope 
Francis.

For someone who usually lands on his feet, 
Jayden recently fell from a horse and 
ended up with both arms in plaster. 
Despite this, he successfully 
auditioned for a part in Tosca.

Jenny McFee - Christchurch

Bringing Christchurch Voices Together

Combined choirs performed a stirring rendition of Handel’s 
Hallelujah Chorus to close the annual Choral Festival.

A FALL FROM A HORSE
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ANTIOCH 2018
Antioch camps have been impacting on young lives in 
the Christchurch Diocese for over 30 years now. Originally 
beginning as camps run by parishes, Antioch has 
developed into our premier diocesan camp for our Year 11-
13 students.

Seventy-eight students from throughout the diocese and 
beyond attended this year's camp. The programme was full 
of fun, talks, activities and prayer experiences. These facets 
came together to inspire young people in their spiritual 
journey and gave them the opportunity to explore how life 
and faith inform and enrich each other.

A wonderful leadership team made up of CYT staff and 
volunteers journeyed with our young people over the 
weekend and will continue to support them in the years 
ahead. As the camp progressed, Antioch team members 
noticed how receptive the young people were to the Holy 
Spirit working within them. It was inspiring to hear and see 
the ways young people encountered the immense love of 
God even in their vulnerable moments. Event Coordinator 
Carmela Nepomuceno said "It's awesome to see bonds 
being formed between the young people despite coming 
from different backgrounds and living in different areas of 
New Zealand".

For many, the closing Mass with Bishop Paul Martin was 
a real highlight. The bishop shared how his own life as a 

In July, the Catholic Youth Team in collaboration with 
the Tertiary Chaplaincy Team hosted Theology on Tap, 
with guest speaker Dean Mischewski. He presented, 
to an audience of young adults, on the topic of God 
and the Extra-Terrestrials. Mr Mischewski is uniquely 
qualified to speak on this topic, having a long-term 
interest in astronomy, science fiction and Catholic 
apologetics.

The evening explored the question "Would the 
discovery of alien life disprove the existence of God?" 
It was a fascinating discussion, exploring the biology 

young man was touched by an Antioch camp in the North 
Island. Saturday night's Adoration and Reconciliation was 
a powerful experience. One of the participants mentioned 
that "It was amazing to hear us all come together as one 
voice to the point where the young people were the ones 
leading the worship". Many students said that the camp 
has impacted on them so much that it will empower them 
to share what they have received with their communities, 
families and parishes.

CYT would like to thank the Antioch team for its leadership 
and example. Many of you kept the event in your prayers 
and also assisted CYT financially. Your help meant the cost 
for each participant was kept at a minimum. Please keep 
Antioch in your prayers.

GOD AND THE EXTRA-TERRESTRIALS

Theology on Tap

of created life, the purpose of the Incarnation and the 
Creator's concern for humanity.

Theology on Tap takes place every two months at 
Bentley's Bar on Ilam Road. For more, follow CYT on 
Facebook or contact Sinead Gilgunn, CYT Formation 
and Young Adult Ministries Coordinator, Catholic Youth 
Team on (03) 353 0705.

www.cyt.org.nz
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August saw the National Association 
of Principals of Catholic Secondary 
Schools (NAPCSS) hold its annual 
conference in Auckland. There are 50 
Catholic secondary schools in New 
Zealand, seven of which are in the 
diocese of Christchurch. At this annual 
gathering the principals share best 
practice, report on new initiatives in 
each diocese and receive spiritual and 
professional development.

The theme for the 2018 Conference 
was “Persevering in Love”. We used 
the quote from Pope Francis, “So 
let us care for one another, guide 
and encourage one another and 
experience this as a part of our family 

spirituality”. A special focus was on 
Pope Francis’ encyclical, Amoris 
Laetitia, (The Joy of Love). Dr Rocio 
Figueroa Alvear of Good Shepherd 
College in Ponsonby led this spiritual 
input.

In The Catholic Education Of School-
Aged children, the New Zealand 
Catholic Bishops Conference states: 
“The Catholic school is embedded 
in the Church; it is the Church in 
action, an authentic expression of 
the Church’s mission. The Catholic 
school is not just another school, 
the equivalent of a state school with 
the addition of a religious education 
programme. The Catholic school is an 

ecclesial entity, reflecting the “deepest 
nature” of the Church in its life and 
participating fully in the Church’s 
mission by forming Christ in the lives 
of others.”

It is a privilege and vocation to support 
the mission of the Church through 
working and teaching in a Catholic 
school. We encourage our young 
people to consider whether they too 
are called to this vocation. Please pray 
for the work of the wonderful network 
of Catholic schools in our diocese and 
throughout New Zealand.

Tony Shaw - Catholic Cathedral College

“PERSEVERING IN LOVE” - NAPCSS Conference 2018

This Year's Mission Team 
continues to refine its youth 
ministry skills and is being 
very effective in ministering 
to the young people of our 
region. The Youth Mission 
Team has ministered in nearly 
every region of our diocese 
and shared the Gospel with 
thousands of young people. 

The team has just had its mid-year break before returning 
for a team refreshing retreat and formation programme. 
At the time of writing, the team has gone to the West Coast 
for a week of ministry and has another 10 weeks of retreats 
and events ahead before concluding the year.

CYT is truly blessed to be part of the journey with an 
amazing group of young people who form our mission 
team each year. It is a privilege to see them grow in their 
understanding of the faith and develop their skills in areas 
such as leadership, public speaking, people management, 
communication, event management, peer to peer ministry 
and much more.

Applications for the 2019 Mission Team are open. Over its 
time, we have had some great applications from wonderful 
young women from throughout New Zealand. We have also 
had some interest from some great young men as well, but 

would welcome more young men (18-25 years old) to apply. 
We are looking especially for those who are passionate 
about developing their skills in ministry with young people. 
A full driver's license would be a great advantage.

We ask everyone to keep the current and future Youth 
Mission Teams in your prayers. If you know of suitable young 
people for the Youth Mission Team, please encourage them 
to find out more. Further details are available at cyt.org.nz.

YOUTH MISSION TEAM 2019 
- Applications Open Now!

mission
t e a m
c h r i s t c h u r c h
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Young Vinnies Feed the Hungry
Saskia and Joseph are two of seven young Vinnies at St 
Patrick’s Primary School, Kaiapoi. They gathered food from 
supermarkets in the North Canterbury 
region for Satisfy Food Rescue. 
They were excellent helpers with 
packing, carrying and delivering the 
food supplies to our clients in the 
community. “Good work!”

Trish Purtle - SVDP Kaiapoi

OLA in Hoon Hay
Our Lady of the Assumption (OLA) in Hoon Hay 
welcomed new families to their parish and its 
school in a ceremony at the end of Term 2. At this 
year's ceremony, Bishop Paul Martin SM joined the 
community and presented new families with a Bible 
for their home.

Founded upon the Montessori 
principles of independence and 
respect and interwoven with Catholic 
values, the Villa Montessori Pre-
School is a tranquil environment. It 
creates an ideal foundation for the 
learning journey of children from two-
and-a-half to five years old.

Children are taught by qualified 
early childhood teachers who have 
a fervent and passionate love for the 
Montessori method. The attraction of 
Montessori is the philosophy behind 
the method that "The senses, being 
explorers of the world, open the 
way to knowledge. As every child's 
learning journey is different, each 
student has an individual learning 
plan. Children are encouraged to take 
responsibility for and think about their 
learning and to be a part of the wider 
community.”

The principles within the centre's 
philosophy are complemented by 
Catholic ideals and the teachings of 
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
programme. The wonderful child sized 
atrium in the centre of the classroom 
is a perfect place for prayer. As one 
of the only schools in Christchurch, 
alongside their sister schools, Sancta 
Maria Montessori Pre-School - Curletts 
Road and Sherborne Street, they all 
combine a full Montessori approach 
with the Catholic faith, where the 
children receive much more than just 
an Early Childhood education. They 
cultivate skills to nurture their body, 
mind and soul.

• •
• •

• •
•

•

The Weaving of Faith and Learning
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Two of our Catholic Colleges are combining this year in a 
campaign of charity, advocacy and love. On 12 February 
2018 Tonga was struck by Cyclone Gita, a category 4 
cyclone with sustained winds of 230 km/h. The cyclone 
devastated the Tongan islands, damaging over 1,100 homes 
and causing upwards of 170 million dollars in damage. This 
disaster prompted the first in a three part plan. St Thomas 
of Canterbury College raised a significant sum over a month 
when the cyclone first hit through a student run raffle, car 
wash and mufti day.

Villa Maria College's sister school, Takuilau College, was 
extensively damaged which tore the roof off the main 
buildings and destroyed the school's computer labs. 
While the school is in the process of repairing the damage, 
students are being educated in tents and the college's hall. 
This prompted both Villa Maria College and St Thomas 
of Canterbury College to combine and run a Justice and 
Mercy Fundraising Dinner to help the college and the wider 
Pacific Community.

The Justice and Mercy Dinner was on 1 August at the 
Hornby Working Mens Club. It was organised by Thomas 
Newton (Director of Religious Studies at Villa Maria) and 
Stephen Kennedy (Social Justice Lead Teacher at St 
Thomas of Canterbury College). The primary keynote 

speaker was Phil Glendenning of the Edmund Rice Centre 
in Sydney. He encouraged us to be neighbours who could 
act as a conscientised voice for the Australian Government. 
He explained the human rights concerns for those first in 
Australia (the indigenous people) and those who have most 
recently arrived in Australia (the asylum seeking refugees 
known as "boat people").

Student performances at the dinner featured Villa Maria's 
Vivace choir and the St Bernadette's Catholic Primary 
School Tongan Culture group.

In the third part of this campaign, both colleges will run big 
end of year raffles. By the time they have finished, a sizeable 
donation will be complete.

Stephen Kennedy and Thomas Newton

Con Brio is an award winning choir and this year is no 
exception. This choir is one of the Canterbury finalists in 
The Big Sing national competition. The girls took to the 
stage at the Big Sing regional finals in June and took away 
several awards, including Outstanding Performance of a 
Contemporary Art Composition, Outstanding Performance 
of a Contemporary/Commercial Composition, and 
Outstanding Recital Performance by a Girls' Choir.

The College acknowledges the talent and hard work of 
dedicated Choir Director, Mrs Naomi Hnat. "I always tell 
the girls that putting on a stunning performance, which 
genuinely moves an audience, is worth so much more 
than a high mark from an adjudicator. But of course, in 
order to sing with true emotion and to tell a story with 
such commitment, there must be a very high level of vocal 
technique and detailed attention paid to the score. So we're 
not aiming for a specific prize — we just hope to be able 
to put on some stunning performances that captivate the 
hearts and minds of those watching," said Mrs Hnat.

"Going to the Finale is as much about performing as it is 
about creating stronger bonds of friendship within the choir 
and showing true support of the other school choirs that we 
have the immense privilege to watch." she went on to say. 
"At the regionals, I thought the girls performed with a real 
spirit and commitment to story telling. The only other time 
I've felt such a surge of energy from a group of people has 
been when I've been in mosh pits at pop concerts! It was 
thrilling being able to stand in front of them and experience 
their powerful and beautiful sound. We definitely have 
more work to do in terms of polishing our pieces to make 
them the best that they can be, but I was amazed at how 
much each individual choir member threw themselves 
into the performances with such dedication. They are such 
motivated and delightful students to work with and I always 
come out of each rehearsal and performance with more 
energy and excitement than I had beforehand," added Mrs 
Hnat.

Editorial Addition: Since the writing of this article, Con Brio 
have competed at the National Big Sing Finals in Wellington 
and were awarded a Silver Award. We congratulate the choir 
and their Director Mrs Naomi Hnat on their hard work  and 
success.

Charity, Advocacy and Love
CHRISTCHURCH CATHOLIC 
COLLEGES COMBINE TO CARE

Con Brio performing at the Big Sing Gala Concert for the Canterbury/
West Coast region in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral on Friday 08 June.

Villa Maria College Knows How to Sing

St Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School Tongan Culture Group
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Four woven house panels made from 
the majestic pin oak which once 
stood on the former Marian College 
site in Shirley are full of meaning and 
symbolism.

The panels representing the four 
Marian College houses Takahe, Deans, 
Seymour and Brodie, were blessed by 
Bishop Paul Martin SM during Mass 
on Friday 17 August.  This date near 
the 15th August, the Assumption, is 
Marian’s feast day.

Marian College parents Luke Carey 
and Janine Altenburg-Carey created 
the panels and gifted them to the 
school. Pin oak timber is not ideal for 
carpentry, being full of knots, hard 
and heavy. Despite many challenges, 
Mr Carey re-purposed the timber into 
four beautifully finished panels on to 
which Mrs Altenburg-Carey secured 
her weaving.

Along with its connection to the 
land where the tree once stood, the 
repurposed timber is highly symbolic. 
"Its purpose now is to remind us of 
the strength and resilience of our past 
as we create new foundations for the 
future" Mrs Altenburg-Carey explained. 
"It also represents the stability and 
support of the school staff and wider 
Marian community."

Mrs Altenburg-Carey is of Ngati 
Rangiwewehi descent, an iwi of 
Te Arawa and follows the weaving 

tradition from her tupuna. She helped 
create the woven wall panels inside 
the new wharenui at RAPAKI as part 
of her Maori Art diploma and her work 
is on display at the entrance to the 
Aoraki Mt Cook National Park Visitor 
Centre. She started weaving when 
her children were young, learning the 
symbolism, meanings and spiritual 
values behind the traditional craft from 
her mother.

Mrs Altenburg-Carey describes 
the woven flax on each panel as 
representing the journey of every 
Marian College student. The wide 
strands at the top represent the start 
of high school. The splitting of the 
strands show a time when you start 
to adjust and find your individuality in 
your new school community. This is 
the body of the panel and also where 
the weaving finds its rhythm with 
the toing and froing of the strands. 
It represents your uniqueness as 
individuals while bringing all your 
collective strengths together to create 
these strong vibrant groups. The 
groups are represented in the four 
houses which make up the Marian 
family. Each house has its individual 
strengths but their true beauty is 
recognised when they all stand 
together.

Towards the end of the panel, the plait 
represents reflection, as your years at 
high school come to a close.

The single strands represent those 
who have left school to begin their 
next journey and create their own 
pathways. None of these single 
strands either at the beginning, or 
at the end, could exist without each 
other and it is through the strength of 
the strands that the beauty shines.

Olivia, Emilie, Janine and Holly Altenburg-Carey with Bishop Paul Martin SM

HOUSE PANELS BLESSED

"Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari, he toa takitini."

(My strength is not the strength of one, it is the strength of many.)



28

A quArterLy 
NewSletter PublIShed 
by the CathOlIC bIShOP 
Of ChrIStChurCh.

Please attach your high 
resolution images or send 
us a link to a file sharing 
website. Do not embed 
images in your article. 
JPEG format is most 
suitable for photos. 
Please identify people 
featured in images and 
where images are taken.

Deadline for next issue:

Friday 16 November 2018

Contributions may be sent 
at any time to:

The Editor, PO Box 4544, 
Christchurch 8140.

Phone: (03) 595 5934 (Editor)

www.chchcatholic.nz

Email: 
inform@chch.catholic.org.nz

C
a

tch
 U

p
 C

o
rn

er
Is the enjoyment of your retirement handicapped by the
chores and maintenance of a house that’s too big?

Let Maryville Courts do the hard work,
to give you the time and energy to

get your retirement back on par.

We have beautifully refurbished 
2-bedroom villas available, in a safe, 

secure and friendly environment,
so call Suzanne to discuss

your options

Call 379 0357 for an appointment to view.
155 Salisbury Street, Christchurch
Phone  379 0357   Email  sales@maryvillecourts.org.nz   www.maryvillecourts.org.nz
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In June, Te Manawa Atawhai Catherine McAuley Centre at Villa Maria 
College won the coveted award for Public Architecture at the Canterbury 
Architecture Awards. The building's Pounamu Mercy Cross has also been 
named as a finalist in the prestigious national Interior Awards for 2018.

"We are feeling very blessed to work with such a gift of Pounamu from 
Sister Tui Cadigan and Ngai Tahu and for the help from Fayne Robinson 
and his team who cut the stone," said Hamish Shaw of Hamish Shaw 
Architects who designed the building.

Te Manawa Atawhai Catherine McAuley Centre was purpose built for the 
Sisters of Mercy, who founded Villa Maria College in 1918. The building was 
officially opened this year and is a very special addition to the landscape of 
the College.

Photo credit: 
Sam Hartnett (photographer)

TE MANAWA ATAWHAI CATHERINE MCAULEY CENTRE
Wins Architecture Award


