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I want to thank all who are working so 
hard for the life of the church in the 
diocese. One of the joys of beginning 
this role of Bishop is the chance I am 
having to come around and meet the 
parishioners, teachers and students, 
lay groups in the community and 
those who are doing all sorts of good 
work for the sake of the Gospel. It is 
extremely heartening to see, and I 
feel very privileged to be seeing it first 
hand for myself. There are so many 
people giving witness to their faith 
in their various communities and it is 
reassuring for us to know this and to 
see it at work. We are not alone at all, 
and more than ever it is important that 
we support one another as we live our 
Christian lives.

I am very aware of the need to get 
around the diocese and I have really 
enjoyed meeting the people of Mid-
Canterbury, the West Coast and South 
Canterbury. I know there are many 
parishes I haven’t got to yet, but be 
assured I will come to meet with you.

Bishops’ Conference 
- Port Moresby

Since the last Inform I have had an 
opportunity to attend the meeting 
of bishops from around the Pacific. 
There were over 80 of us gathered 
in Port Moresby for a week to reflect 
on Laudato Si’ especially in terms 
of climate change, a very real issue 
for many of the islands in our area. 
It was a great opportunity to meet 
the bishops of the area, to hear from 
Cardinal Parolin, who is the Secretary 
of State for the Vatican, effectively 
the number two in the Vatican, and 
to share something of the culture of 
the people of Papua New Guinea. We 
were hosted magnificently and had a 
chance to mingle with the people of 
the area as well.

Marriage Educators’ 
Conference

Last month I was the celebrant for 
the Pentecost Mass at the Marriage 

Educators’ Conference which was 
hosted and sponsored by our diocese. 
It was inspiring to see couples 
from around the country gathered 
who were reflecting on their role 
of supporting marriage, both when 
couples are engaged and after their 
marriages. What an important ministry 
this is. Relationships in our modern 
world are under a lot of pressure 
and to be with people who are so 
generous with their time and talents 
to help others in this area was very 
uplifting.

Future Planning 
for the Diocese

Part of coming to terms with this 
new role of Bishop does relate to the 
infrastructure of our diocese. Early on 
I was given a list of all the property 
that I ‘own’ and am responsible for! 
I was very struck by the generosity of 
people over the history of our diocese 
who have brought us to this point 
whereby we have so much plant to 

Bishop’s Note

(Above)  Bishops’ Conference in Port Moresby.    (Right)  Bishop Paul Martin in a local Papua New Guinean parish.
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E hoa mā, My greetings to you.

I find it difficult to believe that it is only three months since I began 
as the Bishop of the diocese. So much has happened in this time.
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be used for the support of the Gospel. 
We do know that things have changed, 
and the earthquakes have changed 
the nature of our city in terms of where 
people live and the expectations 
regarding pastoral care and placement 
of our parishes. I am conscious that 
we have to plan ahead, to try and 
see what are the trends and that we 
are utilizing our resources to the best 
of our abilities. To this end we are 
looking again at where our churches 
are sited and where we may need to 
establish new churches. We are also 
looking at our schools and the needs 
around providing good facilities and 
supporting the teachers and families. 
As you can imagine this is a big job and 
one we will take the necessary time 
over so as to make the best informed 
decisions.

In this same light we are obviously 
reviewing the future of the Cathedral. 
You will be aware that Bishop Barry 
began a process to see if the nave 
of the Cathedral could be saved if it 
were financially feasible. He was very 
aware of the costs involved and the 
impact that this would have on any 
final decision. I too am very aware of 
this. Restoring the Cathedral will come 
at a very large price and we do have 
to ask if we can really justify spending 

that amount of money on this building. 
I have asked that we investigate the 
possibility of building a new Cathedral 
on a site closer to the heart of the 
city so as to be more accessible and 
present to the city centre.

I am very clear that if we do build again 
then it will be a building that has a 
sacred beauty and reverence about 
it. I want a place where we can gather 
together as a substantial community. 
While the outcome of all of this is 
unknown it is a time to pray with me 
that good decisions will be made. I 
will continue to try and find ways of 
seeking feedback from you around this 
matter.

Vocations

It was a privilege for me to ordain 
Deacon Rob Morris SJ to the 
priesthood on June 2nd. Fr Rob’s 
family are parishioners of Our Lady of 
Victories in Sockburn, and he is a past 
pupil of Our Lady of Victories School 
and St Thomas of Canterbury College. 
His father Russell is a parishioner of 
Our Lady of Victories. I encourage 
you to talk to our young people about 
the importance of vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. We need 
diocesan priests if we are to continue 

to be able to be a Church that can 
celebrate the Sacraments, to nurture 
parish life. We need religious men and 
women to work for the Gospel from 
within their communities. Vocations 
grow in families, and so we need to 
give the message to our young people 
that this is a honorable and important 
way of following Christ, and that we 
value it deeply. Many vocations come 
about because people were asked to 
think about whether this is what God 
was asking of them. Are there young 
people you know to whom you could 
be asking this question?

I hope you like the new version of the 
Inform. The point of this magazine is to 
let you know what is happening in our 
diocese, to give some inspiration and 
to make you aware of our challenges 
and opportunities. I am grateful to 
Ken Joblin for his work as editor and 
to Cath Waller who has worked on the 
new formatting.

Blessings to you all.

Yours in Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM
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(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted 
legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

Bishop Paul Martin with the priests concelebrating the Pentecost Mass 
at the National Marriage Educators’ Conference. From left: Fr Simon 
Eccleton, Msgr Bernard Kiely, Fr Carl Telford SM, Bishop Paul Martin SM, 
Fr Tien Cao, Fr James Mulligan.

The diocesan website:

www.chchcatholic.nz
advertises events happening within 
the diocese. As a parish, school, or 
church group you are welcome to 
advertise events. You can list your 
event from the link on the home 
page under ‘events’.

Ordination of Deacon Rob Morris SJ 
to the priesthood on June 2nd.
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The Christchurch Diocese hosted 
the biennial Marriage Educators’ 
Training Weekend at Chateau on 
the Park over Pentecost weekend. 
The venue, opposite Hagley Park, 
superbly complimented the excellent 
keynote speakers, fabulous format, 
stunning personal testimonies and 
great fellowship for those involved in 
the ministry of marriage education. As 
an initiative of the Catholic Network 
of Marriage Educators (CNME), 
these conferences seek to form 
and encourage those involved in 
marriage education and enrichment 
in the Catholic Church. Returning 
to Christchurch for the first time 
since 2008, it was well attended 
and thoroughly enjoyed by the 143 
delegates; the two largest groups 
being from Auckland and Christchurch.

The theme for this weekend was 
“Christian Marriage: Radical Demands - 
Extravagant Mercy”. This theme played 
out in many beautiful ways as the 
weekend unfolded and we explored 
the profoundness of that statement, 
reminding us continuously that marriage 
exists not to make us happy, but holy.

This theme came through from the 
deeply moving personal testimonies 
delivered by several couples, to the 
keynote speakers — Francine and 
Byron Pirola (Marriage Resource 
Centre, Sydney), Suzie and Diggs De 
Gouveia (Former Marriage Educators 
Christchurch), along with Yvonne and 
Brian Pauling (Imago Relationship 
trainers and educators). The weekend 
reverberated with techniques, training, 
enthusiasm and ideas to transform 
our own relationships into passionate 
joyful embraces of the Lord’s calling.

We were reminded that no one is 
called to a mundane marriage, no one 

vows on their wedding day to become 
masters of mediocrity. We were asked 
to confront our failings, seek out our 
distractions and destructive patterns 
of behaviour, then surrender them to a 
past life. We were reminded that yes, 
this will be tough, but not impossible. 
We were asked to cross the bridge 
to our partner’s reality, to rest there 
awhile and see things through 
their eyes. We were encouraged to 
reconcile our hurts and differences. 
We were shown how to do this in 
safe and loving ways so that, having 
responded intentionally to those 
radical demands, we could experience 
the Lord’s extravagant mercy.

This reality was beautifully 
encapsulated in Bishop Paul Martin’s 
homily on Pentecost Sunday as he 
celebrated the closing Mass. No longer 
were we to be fearfully locked in a 
room just as the disciples had been 
following Jesus’ departure. We, as the 
baptised, had been touched by the 
flame of the Holy Spirit and so we must 
go forth to spread the good news. If 
the remaining eleven disciples could 
step out and convert 3,000 after their 
encounter with the Holy Spirit, what 
could 143 of us achieve through this 
wonderful ministry? Watch this space!

Wayne McTague 
Christchurch marriage educator

Since last writing to you, I am pleased to report good progress in a number 
of areas. Holy Family Parish in Timaru is next to undergo a fundraising 
campaign. The opening of the newly built St Mary’s New Brighton in the 
parish of Christchurch East is a great achievement for many. It is exciting to 
witness progress in the restoration and strengthening of our parish churches 
in Hornby, Akaroa and Sockburn. As I visit the different sites, I can see the 
complexity and detail of the work undertaken. I know how much is being 
demanded of our parishes and Diocesan Property Team to ensure the 
success of important projects.

In the last few weeks, our Diocesan Finance and Management Board 
reviewed our budget for the upcoming financial year. Priests and principals 
gathered for an education focused meeting. Bishop Paul Martin met with 
his key advisors for his first strategy meeting. As many of you will know 
from your own experience, we also face significant challenges in obtaining 
insurance cover at reasonable rates.

I remain grateful for the calibre of personnel working directly 
for our bishop along with the thousands of you supporting our 
parishes. I look forward to reporting and celebrating further 
progress and achievement in Inform Issue 114.

Kind regards, Andy Doherty

From our Diocesan General Manager

Successful 
Marriage Educators 
National Gathering 
held in Christchurch

(Above) Marriage conference delegates at morning prayer.
(Top Right) Our keynote speakers, Dr Byron and Francine Pirola.

Some of the organising team - busy organising! 
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386 Moorhouse Avenue, Christchurch.
Sales, Service, Parts & Finance: 03 379 0588
Proudly keeping the Catholic Diocese mobile 

Pools of Silence, An Extraordinary Grace
Five Years of Perpetual Adoration

On 30 June 2013, Bishop Barry Jones 
opened the Diocesan Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel at St Gregory's, 
Bishopdale. Five years later, we can 
see what a wonderful gift it has been.

As Bishop Basil Meeking stated at the 
funeral Mass of Bishop Jones:

"He was fully aware that, as well as the 
liturgy, the life of faith depends on a 
devotional life of prayer and spiritual 
exercises; very close to his heart and 
surely the source of great blessings 
for the diocese and for those who 
take part in it has been the Perpetual 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
which he established and which goes 
on every day and night in the church at 
Bishopdale."

Bishop Jones once wrote that, "it is 
an extraordinary grace that perpetual 
adoration has been started, and 
has continued...we need to immerse 
ourselves regularly in pools of silence; 
noise is an aspect of modern society 
which can be oppressive, and an hour 
of silent prayer and presence before 
the Eucharistic Lord is a good to be 
treasured. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament reminds us of what the Mass 
is meant to be, worship centred on God".

Thanks must go to the hundreds of 
people who have taken part in the 
life of the chapel over the past five 
years. Without their dedication and 
generosity, the chapel could not have 
remained open.

We have had many testimonies 
from adorers in this time: "To commit 
myself to spend one hour a week in the 
presence of Jesus was one of the best 

commitments I have made of recent 
times. A time of stillness, contemplation, 
peace and reflection has made a 
difference to my life. I have grown more 
in my closeness to Jesus and I feel more 
at peace in my life".

Some interesting facts from the first 
five years: 75,794 Holy Hours made (as 
at 10 May 2018), 250 people adore for 
one or more hours per week, 17,472 
candles have been lit on the altar, the 
chapel has only closed over Easter (as 
per Church law), for Faithfest in 2013 
and overnight for a possible hurricane 
in 2018, snow has not settled on the 
ground in Christchurch since the 
chapel opened.

You are most welcome to visit the 
chapel at any time. A great opportunity 
to do so will be the annual Perpetual 
Adoration Retreat being held on the 
fifth anniversary: Saturday 30 June, 
9.00am - 4.00pm. It is an opportunity 
to come along, hear more about and 
visit the chapel, spend some time 
praying and reflecting and conclude 
with a special afternoon tea.

To register, contact Matt on 
chchadoration@gmail.com 
or 03 366 9869.

Nga mihi nui 
from the editorial desk.

Welcome to Inform Issue 113, my 
twentieth edition. This issue covers 
the period from Holy week, through 
Eastertide and into Ordinary Time.

Along with our usual features, we 
highlight the National Marriage 
Educators’ Conference which returned 
to Christchurch after ten years, 
fittingly on the weekend of Pentecost. 
We mark some significant religious 
jubilees and a beautiful contribution 
from our Carmelite monastery on the 
life of a special Sister. A key feature is 
our focus on the parish of Christchurch 
East and its newly opened St Mary's 
church in New Brighton. We have a 
new regular feature: Faith and Works. 
Inform now receives content which 
was formerly carried by Te Putea. 
In Faith and Works, we report on 
buildings and works resulting from 
financial generosity, all of which is 
motivated by our faith. Our Schools 
and Young Adults pages share 
encouraging news as we read about 
how the Catholic Faith is being taken 
to heart by our young people.

Many thanks to those of you who 
made contributions to Inform Issue 113 
and to the many of you who read it. 
Please pass it on to others who would 
benefit from reading about how Christ 
is present in his Church here in the 
Christchurch Diocese.

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

Issue 113 - June 2018
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Finding Freedom in Christ - A Variety Of Gifts

One of the great insights of being 
part of the Body of Christ is that no 
one person can or should try to do 
everything. We are all called to use 
God’s gifts in the service of his Church 
and it is always encouraging and 
gratifying to see how people place 
their lives in the service of others and 
of Our Lord. Some are gifted to work 
in very practical settings while others, 
who may be less visible to the public, 
work to help the smooth-running of 
the Church and underpin practical 
service through administrative 
giftedness. All alike proclaiming one 
Church, one faith, one Lord.

In the first phase of his episcopal 
ministry, Bishop Paul Martin is coming 
to know his people. He recently 
gathered with members of his Pastoral 
Office at the Cathedral Presbytery in 
Barbadoes Street. Each member of 
the Pastoral Team was asked to share 
a little of the ministry of which they 
are a part. In a very beautiful hour, it 
became apparent how God is at work 
among us and how love of him means 
love of neighbour and of self. The 
bishop’s pastoral office is an umbrella 
for a wide range of ministries which 
assist him in building up the Body of 
Christ.

So, who is the Bishop’s 
Pastoral Office?

As director, I head the office and am 
responsible for a variety of activities. 
These include support for our priests 
on loan from overseas, our locally 

ordained priests from Vietnam, 
seminarians and sisters. Work includes 
immigration matters, ensuring we 
have priests on call for Christchurch 
Hospital, supporting the bishop in 
church design, ongoing formation for 
our newly ordained priests and special 
projects such as the Faithfest event 
held in the Arena and responding to 
other needs as they arise.

Matthew O’Connell is our 
Evangelisation Coordinator. He assists 
parishes in the Church’s pastoral 
mission of outreach. He also ensures 
the smooth-running of the Adoration 
Chapel based at St Gregory’s, 
Bishopdale so that people in 
Christchurch can be in the eucharistic 
presence of our Lord at any time of the 
day or night.

Phil Gourdie is our Thanksgiving 
Programme Director, a programme in 
our parishes based around sharing our 
time, talent and treasure. He promotes 
the Diocesan Foundation and his work 
encourages Catholics to think beyond 
their immediate needs to meet those 
of others.

We have five part time chaplains 
working in our prisons, providing 
ministry and pastoral care at 
Christchurch Men’s, Rolleston and 
Christchurch Women’s Prisons. At 
our meeting with the bishop, our 
prison chaplains spoke from their 
hearts about what they experience in 
bringing Christ to free those who are 
obviously physically imprisoned but 
share many struggles with us all.

Three pastoral chaplains work 
alongside our priests in our hospitals, 
providing pastoral care to patients, 
staff and whanau. The pastoral 
chaplains cover Christchurch Hospital, 
Christchurch Women’s, Burwood, 
Hillmorton and the Princess Margaret 
Hospitals. They ensure the sacraments 
and pastoral care are provided to 
patients and staff.

Tertiary Ministry is provided by the 
Community of St John and two 
campus ministers. As readers will 
appreciate, it is another challenging 
area where Christ calls us and one 
where, from his vine, his branches can 
bear much fruit.

Along with being parish priest 
of Sockburn, Fr Michael Pui was 
recently appointed as Police chaplain, 
supporting men and women facing 
difficult work. This role has not been 
filled since the death of Fr Miles 
O’Malley in 2010.

Ken Joblin edits our Inform magazine 
and also produces “Sounds Catholic” 
audio. His main role is as Diocesan 
Sacred Music Advisor. Jason McTague 
is our Digital Media Coordinator and 
assists our departments and parishes 
with creative website content and 
formational material. He works in our 
office.

Eighteen months ago Triona Doocey 
was appointed as our Diocesan 
Archivist. She is the custodian of our 
local Church history.

Prison chaplain Peter Kennedy and Loanne Metcalfe 
at Faithfest.

A few of the Bishop’s Pastoral Office Team:  Triona Doocey (Archives), 
Phil Gourdie (Thanksgiving Programme Director), Mike Stopforth (Bishop’s 
Pastoral Office Director), Jason McTague (Digital Media Coordinator) and 
Matt O’Connell (Evangelisation Coordinator).

Issue 113 - June 2018
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Safeguarding reflects the Church’s 
desire for good practice and 
procedures when people are under 
our care. Virginia Noonan is our 
Safeguarding Officer and the Bishop is 
about to appoint a Complaints Officer 
for the diocese.

Margaret McGowan is our Clergy 
Health Care Coordinator. She supports 

the health needs of our priests on 
behalf of the bishop.

In taking you through a little tour of our 
office, some words from the first letter 
of St Paul to the Corinthians come to 
mind. He says “There is a variety of 
gifts but always the same Spirit; there 
are all sorts of service to be done, but 
always to the same Lord; working in 

all sorts of different ways in different 
people, it is the same God who is 
working in all of them.” I pray that we 
will do everything to reflect St Paul’s 
teaching.

Mike Stopforth 
Director - Bishop’s Pastoral Office 
03 378 3645

Convent on the Move
The Catholic Church was responsible 
for one of the earliest moves of a large 
building in Ashburton. The Convent of 
the Sisters of Our Lady of the Mission 
was moved from Wakanui Road to 
Sealy Street.

When the Catholic parish of the Holy 
Name was established in 1881, Fr 
Edmund Patrick Coffey was its first 
parish priest. He invited the Mission 
Sisters to come to Ashburton to found 
a second school. In 1882 he purchased 
a large two storey house and two 
acres of land on the south side of 
Wakanui Road, on the Cambridge 
Street corner. When the sisters arrived 
in 1884, this building became their 
convent. The school and convent 
remained on that site for a number of 
years but the distance to the church in 
Burnett Street was a problem for both 
sisters and students. So it was left to Fr 
James O'Donnell to rectify the situation.

Within two weeks of his arrival in 
November 1892, he had purchased 
land at the corner of Park and 
Sealy streets and began to make 
arrangements to move the huge 
building. The shift took place between 

4-19 June 1894, after permission was 
obtained from the Hampstead Town 
Board and the Ashburton Borough 
Council. It was the largest building in 
the town at the time, measuring 80 
feet by 36 feet and 48 feet high.

The convent was estimated to weigh 
100 tons and was moved by two 
traction engines winching it on 6 inch 
diameter rollers running on planks laid 
on the road. As each roller emerged 
from the back, it was carried to the 
front and put in place again. The actual 
shifting time was 40 hours but a lot of 
additional time was taken up turning 
corners, waiting for the ground to dry 
after wet weather and waiting for the 

right time to cross the railway. This was 
the one place where overhead wires 
were encountered as the telegraph 
lines ran along the rail reserve. By 
crossing in the middle of the night, 
they were able to be cut.

Only one window was broken in the 
shift. After the main building arrived on 
its new site, it was considerably added 
to, and opened on 25 November, 1894.

A Comprehensive 
Collection
The Choir of the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament held a 
comprehensive collection of 
programmes from their events over 
the years. These were lost due to 
exposure to the elements following 
the February 2011 earthquakes. 
If anyone in the diocese has 
programmes from CBS Choir events 
and would be interested in donating 
to the Diocesan Archives, or providing 
a copy, please contact 
archives@chch.catholic.org.nz 
as the Diocesan Archives is eager 
to increase our Music Archive.

Triona Doocey - Archives 
DDI: 64 3 353 0752
Archives Office hours are 9am - 2pm 
Tuesday-Friday.

Archives

The convent being moved through the intersection of Cass and Havelock streets. The 
building in the background is Butlers Hotel, later Devanes, on the Cass Street frontage 
of today's police station property. Photograph from the Ashburton Museum Collection.

Tracking the route of the convent being moved. 

(Inset) This is part of one of the rollers, which probably broke and therefore was of no use. It 
was given to the Diocesan Archives as an object of historical significance.
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Diocesan Priesthood: A Life in Abundance

Our Christchurch Diocese has six 
seminarians (the same number as 40 
years ago) in formation for diocesan 
priesthood at Holy Cross Seminary 
in Auckland. After some years of 
fewer seminarians and priests, we 
now see a new wave of young men in 
formation for diocesan priesthood in 
Australia and the United States with 
Christchurch Diocese following this 
positive trend.

Those willing to consider diocesan 
priesthood in 2018 are seeking to live 
an abundant life. Our seminarians are 
an enthusiastic and lively bunch who 
see life as an adventure that has real 
purpose and potential only when lived 
within the Church in relationship with 
Jesus Christ. They are from a variety of 
backgrounds. Four were born in New 
Zealand and two in Vietnam.

Before entering the seminary these 
young men were working and 
studying in a variety of environments. 
One was a student pumping petrol 
to pay university fees and another 
working in commerce.

Two of our seminarians are from 
Vietnam. Huong’s says of his journey 
from Vietnam: “I feel that New Zealand 
is the place where I am called to be a 
priest - I feel that this is God’s will and 
I find peace here”. Jose speaks of a 
friendship and community that he has 
found in the seminary: “brotherhood, 
living with brothers who are like-
minded, generous and happy.” Glen’s 
experience of the seminary is that it 
is a “unique place in the Church in 
New Zealand, where all these men 
who are wanting to give so much of 
their life and energy and gift for Jesus 
live in community.” Tang tells of his 
initial sense that he might be happiest 
in life as a priest: “Once, my [priest] 

uncle preached in a homily that Jesus 
Christ is the best teacher. The homily 
made more sense for me to desire to 
become a Priest - a follower of Jesus.”

I asked each of our seminarians to 
offer an encouragement to any young 
man who senses that God might be 
calling him to serve as a priest. Glen 
comments that the seminary “is a 
lot of fun” and “I encourage young 
men to be open to the possibility of 
priesthood. “The Lord will be with 
you at every moment so don’t let fear 
get in the way”. Glen then quotes one 
priest who said to him “I have travelled 
the world and seen many things but 
nothing compares with the exhilaration 
of guiding someone to come to Jesus.”

Connor says “to any young person 
attempting to hear God’s voice in 
the noise of life, I would say to love 
silence, live humbly and examine 
where your treasure lies. An honest 
and open heart set on God is essential 
for the Christian life; discernment will 
come with that in its own time”.

God often uses other people as his 
agents to “call” people to live out a 
specific vocation. Monty says: “This 
is certainly true of my experience 
in responding to God’s call to enter 
formation for the diocesan priesthood. 
I had never ever thought about 
becoming a priest until my last year 
at university when my parish priest 
asked me if I had considered it. This 
call was like a “seed” which was slowly 
nurtured over the next three years 
by prayer, the sacraments and good 
priestly role models. Eventually I felt 
I had to discern this vocation more 
intensively by entering the seminary.”

Pope Francis when asked what he 
would say to a young man interested 
in priesthood replied “that he allow 

himself to be gazed at by Jesus. Jesus 
is the one who calls, not the priest, nor 
the bishop or the pope.It is Jesus who 
gazes at him with love, who shows him 
the people, who shows him the needs 
of the people of God and says, ‘if you 
wish, come help.’”

Meaning in life is found when living in 
relationship with Jesus Christ, the one 
who gives meaning to all existence. 
Many who receive the baptismal call 
know that they are created to live 
in marriage, family life and in the 
workplace. Some are created to give 
their entire lives as single people in 
friendship and serving in careers of 
service in society. Others who are at 
high school, in the workplace or in 
tertiary study and reading this will 
sense that Jesus is calling you to life 
as a diocesan priest. In the words of 
Jesus after the resurrection: “do not be 
afraid!” And don’t be afraid to speak to 
someone who will encourage you.

 A decision to go to the seminary 
is not a final decision to become 
a priest. Instead this step shows a 
willingness to enter a time of intensive 
discernment which will challenge you 
to mature in faith and become more 
aware of God’s unique call.

The daily routine of seminary life is 
focused on creating an environment 
of growth through prayer, study, 
community life, meals and social life, 
sport and recreation.

As family, friends, parishioners you are 
doing a man a great favour if when 
you sense that they might be called 
to priesthood, that you suggest this 
possibility to them.

Don’t hesitate to contact the diocesan 
Vocations Director, Fr John O’Connor 
vocations.chch@gmail.com.

“Those willing to consider diocesan priesthood in 2018
are seeking to live an abundant life.”
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A neophyte is a person who begins 
a new activity and is still learning. In 
early May, those who were received 
into full communion in the Church at 
Easter joined with Bishop Paul Martin 
in the Mass of the Neophytes at the 
Church of Christ the King, Burnside. 
He reflected on “those most precious 
words - ‘I have chosen you.’ ...God has 
chosen us as his own, each one of us, 
by name, he has chosen. We aren’t 
here as a group package, each one of 
us is invited by God, chosen by him, 
to follow him, to share in his life, to 
receive his grace, to walk in his light. 
And this is the light that will bring 
real freedom because we will not be 
slaves to passing things, rather we will 
be in love with the one who wants only 
the best for us, who never leads us to 
things which seem good but which are 
not. If we are striving to be like Christ, 
in whose image we were made, then 
that will make us attractive to others, 
because we will be living in the light, 
we will be people of truth, and people 
of mercy and compassion. Give thanks 
to God for the way his Spirit has 
been at work in your hearts and your 
response to it in becoming a member 
of the Church.”

Christ calls us to seek out and engage 
with his people who are hearing his 
call to be part of his Body, the Church. 
Are we alert to those who knock, ring 
and stop to ask who we are and what 
we are about? In the Order of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (OCIA), we meet 
spouses, friends and colleagues of 
Catholics. We engage with those who 

sense an absence in their lives and are 
searching for that missing element. 
We listen to the needs of parents 
who want a Catholic life for their 
children. We accompany teachers 
who have found faith while working 
in our Catholic schools. We hear the 
desires of Christians of other traditions 
who seek a full sacramental life. We 
speak with those who do not yet 
have knowledge of God. We honour 
experiences of brokenness which 
move people to search for holiness, 
peace and a faith in Our Lord.

We can be certain that God is calling 
those around us. Integrating our faith 
in conversations, praying before meals 
at home and in public, contributing to 
the needs of others, placing sacred 
images in our homes and participating 
in the life and mission of our parish all 
point to a path for others to follow.

If you know of someone showing 
interest in the Church, introduce them to 
your parish priest or encourage them to 
contact OCIA Coordinator, 
Marianne Daly on 03 353 0758.

Parish Renewal Expert to visit Christchurch

In September this year, Christchurch 
Diocese is hosting the fourth National 
Assembly of Diocesan Priests. Its 
primary speaker is Fr James Mallon 
from Canada. Fr Mallon is the author of 
the book, “Divine Renovation: bringing 
your parish from maintenance to 
mission”. Fr Mallon travels the world, 
inspiring and teaching parishes to 
become more missionary. His book 
is the story of how he and his team 
undertook parish renewal in the 
parish of St Benedict, Halifax. It is a 
challenging, uplifting and inspiring 
read of what is possible.

The Bishop’s Pastoral Office is pleased 
to announce that there will be a one 
day seminar for parish leaders and the 
lay faithful on Friday 14 September 
after the National Clergy gathering. 
This day will be an excellent practical 
follow-up to the Ablaze Parish 
Renewal Conference in November last 
year. Daniel Ang, one of the keynote 
speakers from that conference 
attended a Divine Renovation 
Conference and describes it this 
way: “The way of Divine Renovation 
is among the best models of parish-
based evangelisation I have seen and 

experienced first-hand. It provides a 
substantial model of the evangelising 
Catholic parish that complements its 
predecessors and contemporaries, 
including the Church of the Nativity, 
the focus of the book Rebuilt”.

The day seminar will be held at City 
Church and St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. 
More information is coming soon.

To pre-register your interest contact 
Matt O’Connell at moconnell@chch.
catholic.org.nz or 366 9869.

Back row:  Mark Gregory (St Teresa), Ian Burton (Holy Trinity), Regan Harper (Sancta Maria), 
Bishop Paul Martin, Theresa Hewett (St Joseph), Kirsty Knight (St Francis).

Front row:  Myrene Arallano (St Teresa), Liu Honglin (Holy Trinity), Bronson Reuben 
(St Joseph), Clare Wang (Christ the King), Paul Tonkin, Jade Tonkin (Sancta Maria), 
Barbara Tasker (St Peter Chanel).

New Life in Christ
Neophytes Join With Their New Bishop

Issue 113 - June 2018
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Sr Nau SM recently celebrated her Silver 
Jubilee of Religious Profession as a 
Missionary Sister of the Society of Mary. She 
was professed at Heretaunga, Wellington, 
on 25 March 1993. Bishop Paul was the main 
celebrant and four priests concelebrated 
in St Gregory’s Church, Bishopdale. Sr Nau 
is Tongan and has been missioned to New 
Caledonia, Senegal, Mauritania and Rome 
before being sent to our community in 
Christchurch, arriving one month ago.

After founding 
the Little 
Company of 
Mary in 1877 
and before her 
death in 1913, 
Venerable 
Mary Potter 
petitioned two 
Popes, Leo 
XIII and Pius 
IX to confer 
on Our Lady 

the title of Mary Mother of the Church. 
Mary Potter reasoned that Jesus 
commended the whole Church to the 
maternal care of his Mother when he 
was dying on the cross on Calvary and 
said to Mary, “Woman behold your 
son” and to John “Behold your Mother”. 
If the Church were to be true to herself 

and her mission, then she must model 
herself on a maternal leadership as 
exemplified in Jesus and Mary.

It was not until Pope Paul VI named 
Mary Mother of the Church in 1964 that 
Mary Potter’s prophetic call was to be 
realised, at least in part. Now in 2018 
Pope Francis, whose own leadership 
exemplifies “the Marian solicitude” 
and the “mother-love of the Good 
Shepherd” has decreed the title of 
Mary Mother of the Church be inserted 
into the Roman calendar. Little 
Company of Mary Sisters rejoice with 
their Founder that her life long wish 
has at last been recognised.

Sr Helena Kearns LCM

R
eligio

u
s

Obituary
Sr Mary Joseph OCD 

1931-2018

Florence Therese 
Perkins

On 20 February 2018, Sister Mary 
Joseph (Florence Therese Perkins) 
passed away after a short illness at the 
Carmel of St Therese on Wallis Island. 
She was 86 years old. Her death was 
felt deeply in New Zealand and in the 
Pacific Islands.

Entering the Christchurch Carmel 
in 1950, she was one of the seven 
founding sisters of Samoa Carmel 
in 1959, where she spent 44 years. 
She led the foundation to Wallis 
Island in 2003. Both foundations were 
considerable feats given the language 
barrier and the need to import building 
materials. She was much loved both 
in the Carmels and among the local 
people.

Florence Therese Perkins was born 
in Christchurch to Frank and Agnes 
Perkins, one of six children. Educated 
at Villa Maria, she was drawn to either 
teaching with the Sisters of Mercy or 

becoming a journalist or photographer. 
One evening she felt God was 
speaking to her heart, asking her to 
give all. She entered the Carmelite 
Monastery, Christchurch, on 30 
September 1950, experiencing much 
joy living close to God in a balanced 
life of prayer, solitude, community 
and work. She often held the Office of 
Prioress and Novice Mistress. She had 
a gift for music, bee-keeping, and a 
great sense of humour.

Bishop Ghislain SM presided at her 
funeral on 21 February. A Memorial 
service for her at the Carmelite 
Monastery in Christchurch on 23 
February was well attended.

Many people of Wallis Island 
expressed their grief and sadness that 
they had lost a real mother in Sr Mary 
Joseph and they paid tribute at the 
monastery for a week with prayer, gifts 
and song. May she rest in peace.

Sr Mary Joseph OCD pictured above 
with her late brother Michael.

Mary Mother of the Church
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Sr Nau SM recently celebrated her Silver 
Jubilee of Religious Profession as a 
Missionary Sister of the Society of Mary. She 
was professed at Heretaunga, Wellington, 
on 25 March 1993. Bishop Paul was the main 
celebrant and four priests concelebrated 
in St Gregory’s Church, Bishopdale. Sr Nau 
is Tongan and has been missioned to New 
Caledonia, Senegal, Mauritania and Rome 
before being sent to our community in 
Christchurch, arriving one month ago.
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On 26 May the Beatitudes Community welcomed Bishop Paul Martin on his 
first visit to Leithfield since becoming bishop. His visit coincided with the 
45th anniversary of the Community’s foundation in France on 25 May 1973 
and was but a day before our patronal feast of the Most Holy Trinity. The 
bishop toured Our Lady of Fourvière Retreat House, named after the Marian 
shrine in Lyon in France, where the first Marist missionaries made their way 
to Oceania. After presiding at Mass in the chapel, the bishop joined a joyful 
gathering of volunteers, benefactors, friends and associate members for a 
shared lunch.

Sr Clare of Assisi

Diamond Jubilee Celebration
On 28 April, Sister Marita Breen LCM celebrated the Diamond Jubilee of her Religious 
Profession at Nazareth House, where she is a resident. Emeritus Bishop Owen Dolan was 
the main celebrant at Mass in the Nazareth Chapel. Emeritus Bishop Basil Meeking was 
present and five priests also concelebrated the Eucharist. Sister received a Papal blessing.

Bishop Dolan’s friendship with Sr Marita goes back to her nursing days in Taranaki before 
she entered the Little Company of Mary. A number of Sister Marita’s Taranaki family and 
many friends were present at the celebration of this Mass, before enjoying an afternoon tea.

Sr Helena Kearns LCM

Sisters of Mercy gathered early in May 
with five sisters who were celebrating 
jubilees of profession: Sisters M 
Elizabeth Sherry (Platinum), Sr Mary 
Hanrahan (Diamond), and three golden 
jubilarians, Sr Malia Simione Pale, 
Sr Cate McAuliffe, and Sr Kathleen 
Rushton. Sr Elizabeth travelled with 
community members from Timaru 
and Sr Malia Simione came from 
Tonga. The celebrations began with 
Mass at Te Manawa Atawhai Catherine 
McAuley Centre celebrated by Fr Allan 
Jones SM.

Following the liturgy, sisters gathered 
for a meal and recalled the particular 

gifts and faithfulness of the five 
jubilarians and their service to the 
Church and wider community of 
Aotearoa and Tonga. Sr M Elizabeth 
began teaching in schools in the 
Christchurch Diocese after her 
profession and seventy years later 
still assists a Roncalli College student 
with Maths. Other sisters have been 
involved in education, chaplaincy, 
spirituality, youth ministry, pastoral 
and community work and a variety 
of expressions of the spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy. 
Congratulations to and prayers of 
gratitude for them all.

The joyful gathering outside the Chapel.

Members of the Fourvière Trust Board 
with Bishop Paul.

Platinum, Diamond and Golden Jubilees

(Left to Right) Back: Sr Malia Simione, 
Sr Cate McAuliffe, Sr Kathleen Rushton; 
Front: Sr Mary Hanrahan, Sr M Elizabeth Sherry

A North Canterbury Visitation
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A selection of student feedback from the Caritas Challenge 
2018:

"Stepping into the shoes of homeless people, who have to 
sleep in the cold and in an uncomfortable place, just to get 
some rest (even if it was only for one night)."

"Being able to see what the poor have to live through every 
day and knowing that we can make a difference. Also, being 
able to pray together and share what we are grateful for and 
lucky to have in our lives."

"I felt the experience of folding baby clothes significant in 
realising how generous people are."

In May, students of Catholic Cathedral College and Marian 
College joined together for the fifth time to be part of 
the Caritas Challenge. This annual event is run in schools 
throughout New Zealand to raise awareness and funds for 
Caritas Aotearoa. This year Timor - Leste is the Challenge 
focus and all funds raised will support the women's 
livelihood organisation, Hamahon Feto Timor (HAFOTI).

Students braved the elements and raised awareness for the 
daily struggle of people who are homeless in our city and 
around the world. The opening Mass was celebrated by our 
college chaplains, Frs Edwin Colaco and Phil Bennenbroek. 
Students then banded together in teams and constructed 
a shelter for the night out of cardboard boxes, blankets and 
whatever else they could find. The evening was filled with 
games where students learned about the Caritas focus, 
had lots of fun and concluded with a beautiful night vigil in 
front of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. They then 
headed back to their huts and experienced for themselves 

what around 80,000 homeless New Zealanders go through 
every night.

After morning prayer, all students went out into the 
community for works of service which covered all areas 
of Catholic Social Teaching: Nazareth House, John Paul II 
Centre, St John of God Hauora Trust, St Vincent de Paul 
Society, Living Springs, Te Rangimarie, gardening at our 
school grounds and a beach clean-up.

Every year Caritas Challenge gives students a profound 
lesson in compassion for the hardships faced by others 
and gratitude for the blessings they already have. This year, 
more than 8,000 students across New Zealand took part in 
the Challenge and took up Christ's call to be a "Light to the 
world" and show solidarity with those experiencing injustice 
and poverty. Marian College and Catholic Cathedral College 
are proud to be part of that witness to our community.

Therese Jackman - Marian College Pastoral Chaplain,

Antje Duda - Catholic Cathedral College Pastoral Chaplain

Caritas Challenge Embraced

The start of Term 2 saw Catholic 
Cathedral College officially welcome 
our new Proprietor, Bishop Paul Martin, 
and our new Spiritual Chaplain, Fr Phil 
Bennenbroek SM to our community. 
Our previous Spiritual Chaplain, 
Fr John Craddock SM, had served us 
so well for a number of years and after 
farewelling him at Easter we were keen 
to welcome Fr Bennenbroek in this 
special way. Bishop Martin is Proprietor 
of four of the Catholic secondary 
schools in the diocese and is our close 
neighbour at the Cathedral Presbytery.

Together with a number of new 
students who entered our school in 
the first week of Term 2, the manuhiri 
were called in with a karanga before 
all students and staff performed a 
haka powhiri to our special guests, 
metaphorically hauling their waka onto 
our beach and bringing them to safety.

In the speeches which followed, 
Bishop Martin spoke warmly of his 
connections to people who were 

present, through having worked with 
or taught them. Each speech was 
supported by waiata including the 
well known Ka Waiata, composed by 
former staff member, Richard Puanaki. 
After the hongi, all our special guests 
and new students became part of our 
community - Te Waka Whakapono - 
(the waka of faith).

A Special Mihi Whakatau

THE INTEGRATION STORY IN NEW ZEALAND
(A Life in Education and New Zealand Integrated Schools from 1976-2016)

The Former CEO of the APIS / NZCEO Offi ce, Sir Patrick Lynch 
KNZM, QSO, has recently published his memoirs, which traverse 
the forty years (1976 – 2016) of the Integrated schools story 
from an operational view point.  
•  The Publication will be of interest to all those associated with 

Integrated schools, since it is largely written from a political 
point of view. 

•  Two Former Prime Ministers, The Right Honourable
Jim Bolger, ONZ and The Right Honourable Helen Clark, ONZ, 
have written the Forwards to this book.

To Purchase Contact Rowena Keeman
0210 862 5832 or email pjlmemoirs@gmail.com 

This offer is based on a special price of
$25.00 + $5.00 courier within NZ.
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Bishop Paul Martin and Principal Tony Shaw.
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Breaking New Linguistic Ground
This year's Bishop Lyons 
Shield broke new ground 
by further embedding the 
already strong links between 
our Catholic education 
system and tikanga Māori. 
For the first time in the 
history of this annual 
Catholic secondary schools 
competition, the scripture 
reading category was 
conducted entirely in Te Reo 
Māori. Students were also 
given the chance to answer 

a series of questions in their preferred language. Competitors were given a range 
of readings taken from Te Paipera Tapu which corresponds with readings from 
the Sunday Missal. These readings were deliberately selected to challenge the 
students and test their skills of proclamation, enunciation, intonation, pace and 
the ability to engage with their audience. Students had several weeks to practice 
their selected reading before the day of the competition. Following their reading, 
students then needed to explain their understanding of their chosen passage 
and then describe the importance of the message today.

The standard of the students proclamation of the Word was very high and it was 
beautiful to hear the scriptures expressed in Te Reo Māori in Villa Maria's newly 
built Te Manawa Atawhai, Catherine McAuley Centre. Lynne Harata Te Aika who 
works for Te Rúnanga o Ngái Tahu did a superb job adjudicating the event.

Students from Villa Maria College have 
had the trip of a lifetime, travelling to 
Europe in the school holidays - all in 
the name of education!

Over the April school holidays, a group 
of 26 Year 12 and 13 students from Villa 
Maria College and Shirley Boys’ High 
School travelled to Greece and Italy 
as part of the Classics Tour. The tour 
began in Athens, Greece and went to 
Classical sites including the buildings 
on the Acropolis, the Temple of 
Hephaestus, and the old Greek Agora.

“The traditional Greek dancing 
night was very entertaining, as was 
witnessing the students haggling in 
the Plaka market area. From Athens 
we went south to the Peloponnese 
and visited the towns of Corinth, 
Nafplio, Sparta, Mystras and Olympia. 
The ancient sites of Mycenae (home of 

Agamemnon), Olympia (home of the 
Ancient Olympic Games) and Delphi 
(home of the Oracle and Sanctuary of 
Apollo) were all highlights in Greece,” 
said Simone Bailey, Teacher in Charge 
of Classical Studies at Villa Maria 
College.

From Greece, the group travelled to 
Italy, basing themselves in Sorrento. 
The students, along with the parents 
and teachers accompanying the 
group, visited the preserved city of 
Pompeii, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, to experience how the Romans 
lived during the 1st Century AD.

“From Sorrento, we travelled by bus 
to Rome. In Rome we went to many 
different Classical sites, including the 
Colosseum, Roman Forum, Ara Pacis 
Augustae, Trajan’s Column and the 
Pantheon. Other more modern sites 

were also included, such as the Trevi 
Fountain and the Spanish Steps. A visit 
to the Vatican Museums, the Sistine 
Chapel and St Peter’s Basilica was an 
awe-inspiring time for students,” said 
Miss Bailey.

“A highlight of the trip was being part 
of the Papal General Audience in St 
Peter’s Square. As a Catholic school, 
it was an amazing opportunity for 
students to see and listen to the 
Pope and to see him on his famous 
popemobile! He spoke of peace and 
unity in the world and blessed us and 
our families. This occasion will be 
treasured by the students for a long 
time to come.”

Pre-Schoolers sing about 
the love of God, Mary Our 
Mother and the colours of 
the Liturgical Year

Fr Michael-Therese is parish priest of 
St Teresa's Riccarton. In late May he 
visited the Villa Montessori PreSchool 
in Papanui to present them with and 
bless a Taizé icon of the Cross, a gift to 
them from his Community of St John. 
The Preschool is under the patronage 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe and teaches 
the Catholic faith.
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The four place-getting students (from left to right): 
Jonty Challies-Gibb (St Bede's College), Ngahiraka 
Dallas (Marian College), Calais Werahiko (Catholic 
Cathedral College) and Tahuora Himona-Burcher 
(St Thomas of Canterbury College)

Villa Girls Take Europe

(Left) 
The tour group visits the 
Colosseum in Rome. 

(Right) 
The tour group 
on the steps of 
Amalfi Cathedral. Issue 113 - June 2018
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The Catholic Youth Team (CYT) has 
seen some substantial change in 
the past six months: a new office 
space and some new faces to go 
with it. Late in 2017, the team moved 
from the Washington Way office 
where we had been based since the 
Christchurch earthquakes. We are 
now well established in the Cathedral 
House building next to the Cathedral 
Presbytery in Barbadoes Street. We 
love our new space, it gives us plenty 
of room to work and to store our event 
resources as well as welcome and 
meet with our many visitors, youth 
ministry workers and volunteers who 
pop in throughout the week.

If you drop in to say hello and check 
out the new space, you will also see 
some new faces among the team as 
team members have moved on to new 
callings and opportunities and others 
have stepped up to fill their roles.

I remain in the role of CYT manager. 
I am in my third year of coordinating 
the team. Other longer-term 
members include Sinead Gilgunn 
who is the Formation and Young 
Adult Coordinator and Mission Team 
Supervisor and Delbert Castillo who 
is the Parish Support Coordinator and 
Mission Team supervisor.

Talia Steiner joined the team at the 
end of last year as the Mission Team 
Coordinator after Maria Boddington 
stepped down, having given three 
fruitful years in the role. In April this 
year, Sam Sivertsen replaced Jess 
Bond as the CYT Music Ministry 
Coordinator. Jess has gone on 
to mission work and vocational 
discernment in Australia.

Most recently, Carmela Nepomuceno 
joined the team taking over from 
Viane Makalio as the CYT Events 
Coordinator. Viane has gone on to 

work as the Pacific Engagement 
Coordinator at the University of 
Canterbury.

Nathan Burtenshaw is also assisting 
the ministry in a part time role, 
providing videography and online 
media content for the team. There are 
also four wonderful volunteers on this 
year's CYT Mission Team, Jack, Teresa, 
Ruben and Genevieve, whom we 
introduced in the last edition of Inform.

CYT has been truly blessed by the 
gifts and effort that each of the past 
staff members gave during their time 
on the team, but it is also exciting 
to see the experience, vision and 
enthusiasm our new staff are bringing 
to the ministry.

For more: visit www.cyt.org.nz. 

James Bryant
CYT Manager

In the last edition of Inform, we 
introduced this year's CYT Mission 
Team and told you a little about each 
of them. It has been just three months 
since Jack, Genevieve, Reuben and 
Teresa completed their formation 
and training programme and were 
commissioned by Bishop Paul Martin. 

Since then, the team has already 
run thirty-one retreats in our region's 
schools and shared the Good News 
with over 1,800 young people.

This year, the Mission Team 
Coordinator, Talia Steiner and other 
CYT staff worked with the Mission 
Team members to create a new series 
of retreat themes and programmes 
for each year level. Each retreat 
programme is tailored to proclaim the 
Gospel and explore faith and life in an 
age appropriate and engaging way.

The team has also assisted with lots 
of our parish-based events such as 
youth groups and camps, leadership 
days, social justice and sacramental 
programmes. It is great to hear the 
stories of how young people's lives 
are being touched by this vital ministry 
and the very positive feedback 

from students, teachers and parish 
staff alike. On their feedback forms, 
young people comment that they 
have experienced Jesus in the Team 
members, the Mass, Reconciliation 
and the priests who assist with 
retreats.

The Team are looking forward to a 
well-earned mid-year break but still 
have plenty of events and retreats 
booked in for the second half. They 
ask that you keep them in your prayers 
in the months ahead. Follow on 
Facebook and learn more about their 
Ministry and how to support them at 
www.cyt.org.nz.

New Spaces and Faces 
for the Christchurch Catholic Youth Team

Catholic Young Adults on a Mission

CYT Mission Team being commissioned by 
Bishop Paul.

www.cyt.org.nz
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The business of recycling clothing 
and goods through our Vinnie stores 
is critical to funding the work we do 
to help those in need throughout 
Christchurch. We also work toward 
Pope Francis' message of caring for 
the earth.

The Society of St Vincent de Paul 
has a long history of good works in 
Christchurch. To be precise, 150 years 
of activity serving those in need in our 
city. We run two shops. The main shop 
and headquarters is on Stanmore 
Road and the second is on Langdons 
Road in Papanui, at the south end of 
Northlands Mall. Both of these shops 
have a long history of trading under 
Vinnies. 

The wonderful aspect to our business 
is that the clothing, furniture and 
bric-a-brac are all donated goods. 
These items are either deposited in 
our clothing bins placed around the 
city, most often near our churches, 
or dropped off to our shops. We will 
pick up those large furniture items 
and multiple house items that may 
be difficult to transport. Phone us 
to request a pick-up. We love our 
Donors! We depend on them for our 
trading business. We encourage you 
to donate your clothing, furniture and 
household items for others to use and 
enjoy.

Volunteer staff are a unique feature, 
offering diversity of ethnicity and 
age. At 92, Mona is our oldest shop 
volunteer, serving for 30 years. That 
is an amazing gift of time and work to 
assist others. Volunteers form 90% of 
our workforce and the process begins 
by sorting, pricing and then selling 

the goods. Our truck driver, Corey, has 
developed a wonderful technique, 
skillfully using a water blaster to clean 
up lounge suites and make them 
look sparkling clean again for a new 
family to use. He repairs furniture 
items, turning them into items of value 
and thereby rescuing them from the 
landfill. This is one small way we enact 
the call of Pope Francis to care for the 
environment and re-use goods and 
help our sisters and brothers.

When our Christchurch Vincentians 
are making their calls to those in 
need and have a request for clothing, 
furniture, or white-ware, our shop 
can respond and provide these items 
which are delivered with a smile. 
The shops are a wonderful resource, 
providing low cost goods for those in 
need and cash to support our welfare 
work. This enables us to provide 
goods at no cost to some who simply 
have no other means of support.

We are very excited to announce the 
opening of a third store. Our staff are 
currently working on shop fitting and 
stocking our new shop on Shands 
Road in Hornby, which opens in mid-
June. We are truly keen to recruit 
new volunteers to staff this store. We 
will require even more donations of 
clothing, furniture and household 
items, allowing them to continue to be 
used.

Christchurch Vincentians appreciate 
the dedication of the Catholic 
community over these past 150 years 
of welfare work. Please continue to 
support our mission by volunteering 
your time or donated goods. Please 
phone Tania on 022 384 7503 or 
03 389 7484.

Mike Daly, Christchurch Area President, 
SVDP
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May saw a great collaboration 
between CYT and the Tertiary 
Chaplaincy Team. Together they 
hosted Theology on Tap at Bentley's 
Bar at the University of Canterbury. 
Catholic scientist, David Jackman 
presented to an audience of over 
60 young people on theology and 
science, topics often thought to be the 
antithesis of each other.

Theology on Tap is a bi-monthly 
event run by the Catholic Youth Team. 
Inspiring speakers present on topics of 
Theology and contemporary concerns. 
It is a great way to gather with friends 
for a social drink, receive some 
formation, create good discussions 
and have a great night of fellowship.

Sinead Gilgunn, CYT Formation and 
Young Adult Ministries Coordinator

St Vincent de Paul
Our Shops are our Bread and Butter!

Theology, Science and a Bentley

7.00pm on 24 July 
at Bentley's Bar, 90 Ilam Road.

All welcome.

Mona, age 92, is the oldest shop volunteer, and has served for 30 years.
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What’s New at JP2?
New staff are welcoming visitors to the John Paul Centre for 
Life. Exciting new initiatives are helping build a culture of 
life, marriage and family. "We have so much to offer", says 
newly appointed Director Maria Schmetzer, "but we keep 
coming up against the challenge that too few people know 
we are here to help them in their time of need. We need 
to be more visible. Some parishioners know that we assist 
women who are pregnant or who have lost a baby, but few 
know the full extent of what we do."

JP2 services include joy-filled marriage preparation 
courses, tuition in natural fertility regulation (Billings), baby-
loss and post abortion grief counselling, urgent prayer 
support and a well-stocked library of resources. Soon 
to be rolled out is a project to help people deal with the 
challenges of pornography.

A Volunteer Drive to assist JP2 staff with projects, services 
and other tasks is under way. If you are excited by our 
mission and would like to partner with us in any area of our 
work by giving your time, talent, prayer support or finance, 
call 03 351 3225.

In May 31 pilgrims began a three week journey to the Holy 
Land, where they walked in the footsteps of Jesus. Whilst a 
pilgrim and a tourist may follow the same itinerary, a pilgrim 
is on a sacred journey in which God is encountered through 
places, people and situations.

We journeyed with Mary from her home and the place of 
the Annunciation, to Ein Karem where she visited Elizabeth 
and to Bethlehem, venerating the place of Jesus' birth. 
We walked with the Lord from his baptism in the Jordan 
at Bethany, experienced his life in Nazareth and followed 
his ministry and miracles on and around the Sea of Galilee 
and Cana, where married couples renewed their vows. We 
travelled up to Jerusalem and prayed with the Lord in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. In the silence of dawn, carrying 
a large cross, our group made its way through the eerily 
empty streets of the old city, tracing Jesus' journey on the 
via Dolorosa with sadness, to the place of his crucifixion. We 
touched the cold rock of Calvary and we all huddled into 
the small Chapel of the Angels for Mass, stepping into his 
tomb to receive Holy Communion. I was conscious that we 
gathered around the tomb just like the first disciples - and 
from there, the place of Jesus' resurrection. He fills us with 
renewed life and faith as we are sent on mission out into the 
world to be his witnesses.

It was a personal spiritual journey which touched us all in 
different ways. On returning to New Zealand, we reflect that 
this experience changes us and makes the words of scripture 
leap to new life within our hearts. As Martin Robinson 
observes, "The pilgrim will return with an impression 
imprinted on the soul, rather than in the memory of a digital 
camera".

May we all continue as pilgrims in this life, travelling to our 
destination which is beyond this world - our eternal home.

To read and reflect on our full adventures written in daily 
blogs from the Holy Land go to: 
tim192094wixsite.com/footstepsofjesus-isr 
www.harvestpilgrims.com

Lauren Butler, St Joseph's Papanui

Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus
An Impression Imprinted on the Soul

Back: Carly Mulqueen, Cathy Black, Katherine Pawson. 
Front: Jay Reforial, Maria Schmetzer. 

Maria Schmetzer (Director) served in various roles at JP2 over the 
last twelve years. Katherine Pawson (Office Administrator) comes 
to us from a parish office in Sydney. Carly Mulqueen (Pregnancy 
Centre Coordinator) worked for Focus on the Family and Jay Reforial 
(Pregnancy Counselling support) is a nurse and active member of 
Couples for Christ.

A group photo with the old city of Jerusalem in the background.
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Many People Have Been 
Re-Discovering Jesus
One man in his eighties shared with us that he lost all 
hope in living. When he read this book, it changed his 
entire world and he is now full of enthusiasm for life. 
Another young man who was deeply depressed and 
walking away from his faith read Rediscover Jesus and 
is now on fire for Christ and filled with joy. Another said 
"This book has transformed my life 
- I wish that I had been given it years ago."

In 2017, we ordered 5,200 copies of "Rediscover Jesus" 
by Matthew Kelly. This book was distributed to families 
at Christmas Masses in the diocese. The aim of this 
initiative, to try and reach people who only attend Mass 
at Christmas. We also hoped to strengthen the faith of 
thousands of regular Mass-goers.

The book project was more successful than we dared 
hope. We received overwhelmingly positive feedback 
from many people who read it. While some people had 
a small revelation about their faith, a number of others 
experienced a deeper conversion. We believe the 
effectiveness of the book lay in its approach: it helped 
people develop a personal relationship with Jesus.

We have also heard many stories from people about 
how this book strengthened their faith. Many said their 
faith had been losing relevance before they read it. We 
managed to order 5,200 books at $2.00 US a copy. This 
was achieved through parishes who could fund the 
project themselves and a lot of generous donations. 
Books were given to twenty parishes. We hope to 
fund-raise for those parishes who were not able to 
take part in 2017, to enable them to receive books at 
Christmas this year.

Many people were praying at least six months 
before the books were distributed and undoubtedly 
contributed to the success of the project, along with 
those who donated time and money to it. We thank 
you all. If you have a story to share with us about the 
impact this book has had on you (or someone else) 
we would love to hear from you. If you would like to 
help with the 2018 project, please contact Michael 
Hempseed at michael@ess.org.nz.

Michael Hempseed, Book Programme Coordinator

Anti-Nazi German Nobleman 
Celebrated by the Order of Malta
22 March is the Feast of Blessed Clemens August Graf, 
(Count) von Galen, 1878-1946. At the invitation of the Order 
of Malta, Bishop Paul Martin celebrated a Mass in St Mary's 
Pro-Cathedral to mark this feast day. He began by reading a 
brief biography of Blessed Clemens, a German count, who 
was Bishop of Múnster and a member of the Order of Malta.

During World War II, Blessed Clemens led Catholic 
protest against Nazi euthanasia and denounced Gestapo 
lawlessness and the persecution of the Church. Reluctant 
to transform Blessed Clemens into a martyr, the Nazi 
government put him under virtual house arrest and 
deported priests serving in his diocese. The Nazis took 
violent retribution against at least three priests who 
had distributed Blessed Clemens' sermons. Documents 
discovered later showed that the Nazis were close to a 
decision to hang Blessed Clemens but decided to wait until 
they achieved a victory in World War II. Blessed Clemens 
was named a cardinal on 18 February 1946. On 9 October 
2005, he was beatified by the Church.

The Mass concluded with the bishop presenting certificates 
of membership to four recent members of the Order of Malta.

For more information, email: smomchchnz@gmail.com or 
refer to www.orderofmalta.org.au.

Some of the team prepare the books “Rediscover Jesus” 
for distribution at Christmas 2017.
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In 1931, Archbishop James Liston of Auckland first formed 
the Catholic Women's League (CWL) in New Zealand. His 
ideal: "the unity of all Catholic women in New Zealand - a 
Branch for every Parish". The motto of the CWL is "Faith and 
Service".

CWL branches have often met during the daytime. Last 
year, the idea of an evening meeting for women who work 
or are at home with families, was mooted. We decided 
to come together each month for a taste of the various 
aspects of the League: guest speakers, social issues, a 
service project, spiritual development, prayer, fellowship, 
friendship and fun.

In March of this year, the Inner City Branch of the Catholic 
Women's League was formed.

In early May, residents, caregivers and friends gathered 
for Mass to celebrate the appointment of Fr Frank Kelly as 
priest chaplain to St John of God Halswell.

Pastoral co-ordinator Glenys Webster acknowledged 
that Fr Kelly has made himself part of the St John of God 
family with his sense of humour and genuine care for their 
residents. “The appointment supports the spiritual and 
sacramental needs of Catholic residents. The presence 
of the Catholic Chaplain, alongside pastoral volunteers, 
extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, and visits 
from ministers and parishioners of other Christian 
traditions, helps create an ecumenical environment where 
the Christian life of residents is respected and supported.”

For many years, Fr John Noonan regularly celebrated 
Mass at St John of God. Fr Kelly and Fr McLean have 
continued in his footsteps. We are very grateful to the 
priests of the diocese who have extended their ministry to 
include people living with a disability and we welcome Fr 
Kelly into this special chaplaincy.

St John of God Hauora Trust operates disability support 
and social and community services in New Zealand. The 
charitable trust recently appointed Peter Jensen to the 
Board of Trustees to join Bevan Killick (Chair), Kathryn 
Dalziel (Deputy Chair), with Marion Cowden, Tim Burns 
and Kevin Taylor as members.

Pax Christi - Aotearoa New Zealand
Pax Christi began in France during the winter of 1944-45, 
while World War II was still in progress. A small group of 
Christians who had lost family members began meeting to 
pray for their enemies. Marthe Dortel-Claudot, the teacher 
who founded the group then asked the local Bishop for 
his support. Bishop Theas understood the challenge for 
reconciliation; he had been detained in prison for preaching 
against the deportation of Jews. He became President of the 
Pax Christi movement which spread first of all to Germany, 
the rest of Europe and now today, throughout the world.

Pax Christi Aotearoa New Zealand addresses issues of 
peace and justice in the spirit of Jesus Christ by following 
the Pax Christi model of prayer, study and action. Members 
of the movement have been visiting dioceses throughout 
the country, speaking to local Bishops and members of 
Justice & Peace Commissions to promote Pax Christi and 
to strengthen connections with like minded groups. In 
Christchurch in May, Kevin & Barbara McBride with Bridget 
Crisp RSM met with Bishop Paul and then with three 
people from the local Catholic Commission of Justice & 
Peace. Many national and international issues of peace were 
discussed in lively and thought provoking kōrero.

Fr Frank Kelly joins 
St John of God Halswell

New Catholic Women’s League 
for Christchurch City

Congratulations and thanks to Michelle Taylor, Jessica 
Clark, Janet Verrall and Pauline Collett who stepped up as 
Office Bearers. Are you interested in joining our new Inner 
City CWL? We meet at 7:00pm in the Narthex at St Mary's 
Pro-Cathedral on the second Wednesday of each month. 
New members are welcome. For more information, phone 
Michelle on 027 551 5848.

Colleen McKay, Inner City Branch
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St Mary's Catholic Church, New 
Brighton, was awarded a 4 Star Green 
Star NZ rating. Only opened this Easter, 
the Green Star Custom Design Certified 
Rating represents NZ Best Practice.

Andrew Eagles, Chief Executive, New 
Zealand Green Building Council, 
congratulated the New Brighton 
parish and diocese on showing 

Make a Visit
Our First New Church
The building of a parish church is 
always a great achievement and 
a source of high excitement. The 
achievement is all the greater when 
building is needed because of disaster. 
On Sunday 11 March, Bishop Paul 
Martin opened and blessed the new 
St Mary's Church, New Brighton. St 
Mary's is the first parish church to open 
in the Christchurch Diocese since the 
earthquakes of 2010 and 2011.

This new church reflects the guiding 
principles articulated by the Second 
Vatican Council, "And when churches 
are to be built, let great care be 
taken that they are suitable for the 
celebration of liturgical services and for 
the active participation of the faithful." 
(Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, No. 
124).  Bishop Barry Jones drew upon 
this quotation in the Foreword to his 
2015 document, "God's Dwelling Place" 
setting forth principles on the design of 
churches in the Christchurch Diocese.

In his own words Bishop Martin 
said, "It was a real privilege to bless 
and dedicate the new St Mary's 
Church at New Brighton. It was a 
wonderful gathering of community 
and a celebration of the past, the 
present and hope for the future. 
Congratulations to all. I encourage you 
all to go and pay a visit to the Church."

leadership in green building. Paul 
Foley, of Foley Group Architecture, 
the building's architect and also a 
parishioner, said that the quest for 
Green Star rating had been driven by 
the Catholic Diocese. "It wants all new 
churches to be Green Star rated, which 
is a great philosophy." he said.

The new St Mary's church has a 
capacity for 175 people, which can be 
increased to 250 by opening doors to 
the adjoining community centre. Its 
framework is an intricate steel structure 
with concrete tilt panel walls and 
acoustically designed plywood panels.

"Throughout we have had the full 
support of the parishioners, but now 
that the church is complete, it is up 
to the community to respond to the 
challenges regarding the procedures 
and operation of the church, to ensure 
they are sustainable and efficient for 
the good of our environment." said 
Mr Eagles. “The local community has 
worked very hard on the rebuild of this 
beautiful church, which will serve the 
community well for years to come," he 
added.

New Brighton Catholic Church 
Wins Green Star Award

"We are so grateful to have such 
a beautiful church." said Sr Mary 
Wood from the Christchurch East 
Parish Liturgy Committee. "We thank 
everyone who has made the building 

of this new church possible. You are 
welcome to come and join in our 
liturgical celebrations and/or visit us 
anytime," she warmly added.



Issue 113 - June 201820

Mrs Rima Arney, seen here with her 
eldest son Warwick, as she read 
at a Mass to celebrate her 100th 
birthday recently at Our Lady of 
the Assumption Church, Hoon Hay.  
Rima was joined by all of her family 
and many friends to celebrate 
this milestone.  She and her late 
husband Ray were foundation 
members of the Hoon Hay Parish 
and Rima has been involved in 
many aspects of parish/school life 
along with many other community 
organisations.

During his time as Diocesan 
Administrator, Fr Rick Loughnan 
and a group of spiritual directors set 
up Whakakoingo o te Ngakau: The 
Yearning Heart. This spiritual initiative 
continues to assist parishioners to 
deepen their faith. Among the latest 
Parish Retreats in Daily Life are those 
in Christchurch East and Ferrymead.

During Lent, a Retreat in Daily Life 
Team led by Kevin and Lyn Gallagher, 
Sr Mary Catherwood RSM and Bede 
Haughey offered four evenings to 
twenty-eight Christchurch East 
parishioners. The theme, "Like the 
dawn the tender mercy of our God will 
break upon us from on high." (Lk 13.7). 
The team guided retreatants in the 
Ignatian way of praying.

The response of retreatants has 
been overwhelmingly positive. One 
person was delighted to attend their 
first retreat since leaving school 
forty years ago. Another spoke of 
the hard work he experienced as he 
better understood the implications of 
Jesus' words for him. Couples talked 
about the meaning and value of their 
continued conversations between 
sessions, enriching their relationship.

“Seeking Inner Peace 
in Darkness and Light.”
In February and March, around seventy from 
all sectors of the Ferrymead parish (Woolston, 
Sumner, Lyttelton and Diamond Harbour) met 
for a Retreat in Daily Life.

Pentecost Sunday saw the parishioners of St Mary's Pro-Cathedral celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit on 
the apostles and Our Lady in a unique way. Two weeks earlier, the Pro-Cathedral community was asked to place 
a pin in a world map in the narthex of the church to mark the region of their birth. On the day of Pentecost, this 
community was able to reflect a rich ethnic spread with 49 nations identified. A local vexillologist supplied many 
national flags for display in the church. We who are many are one in the Lord.

28 Complete - A Beautiful Retreat
“The Tender Mercy of Our God Will Break Upon Us.”

This retreat provided us with another 
opportunity to nourish our faith as we 
celebrate our sacramental life in our 
new church.

Anne McCormack

The team above and other personnel 
from Whakakoingo o te Ngakau: The 
Yearning Heart are leading further 
parish retreats in daily life including St 
Francis of Assisi parish on the Tuesday 
evenings of August.

To arrange an Ignatian Retreat in 
Daily Life in your parish contact: 
kevingallagher@xtra.co.nz

To inquire about joining a retreat being 
offered in another parish, contact the 
parish directly or use the email here. For 
more, see our diocesan website under 
the section about spiritual direction, 
for a list of spiritual directors and more 
information about Whakakoingo o te 
Ngakau: The Yearning Heart.

Centenary Celebration
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"We hear them preaching in our own language about the marvels of God."
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Diocesan Feast of 
St John the Baptist Concert

Sunday 24 June, 3:00pm 
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. 
Free Admission.

Mozart’s ‘Litany of the Blessed 
Sacrament’ and ‘“Paris” Symphony 31’.

Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship 
Annual Retreat for Men

Friday 13 July - Saturday 14 July 
Cost: $75.

Key Note Speaker: Fritz Maschareas 
from ICPE Wellington; Theme: Stay 
Connected to Christ.

7:00pm Friday 13 July, St Teresa’s: 
Open meeting with 
NZ Catholic Youth Ministries.

8:00am Saturday 14 July 
Mary Potter Centre: 
Retreat Proper with Mass, Lunch and 
Dinner provided, concludes at 8:30pm.

Suitable for men of all ages. Contact 
Gerard 027 840 4499.

MAX18

Friday 28 - Sunday 30 September.
Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship is 
a nation wide Men-to-Men ministry. 
Joshua aims to encourage, support and 
strengthen men in their Christian faith. 
Regular branch meetings are held in 
Christchurch on the second Wednesday 
of each month at 7:15pm St Gregory’s 
Hall, Bishopdale. Contact: Chris Jordan 
027 646 4138.
We also run other events to support 
local men as well as national retreats 
for men. MAX18 will be our other major 
retreat this year to be held in September 
in Auckland.
Joshua is open to all men of faith and is 
suitable for men of all ages.

Dominican 
Ex Pupils Annual Luncheon

Sunday 05 August: 12:30pm, 
Commodore Hotel. $37.00 a head.
Please contact Kay on 
03 351 7683, 021 077 2057 
or email kaypricenz@gmail.com.

Marriage Unplugged
Saturday 14th July, 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Fourvière Retreat Centre, 
67 Leithfield Rd, Leithfield
A day designed just for you and your 
spouse. Facilitators: Tim and Jennifer 
Goulding. Cost: Donation.
For more information contact Tim and 
Jennifer: 03 314 8096 (after May 21st)
To register, visit fourviere.nz/events

Meditation
Christian meditation is alive and well in 
our diocese. Small groups are active in 
four parishes and Christian meditation 
is practised at several of our primary 
schools. Most meditators gather for an 
hour each week, meditate together and 
enjoy teachings about contemplative 
prayer. If you would like to explore this 
form of prayer, contact Jane Hole on 03 
359 9036 or 021 360 814, or Chris Wilson 
on 029 357 8433 or cjw9nz.com.

Rosary House Spiritual Life 
Centre Programme

Usual venue is Te Manawa Atawhai 
Catherine McAuley Centre at 
Villa Maria College. 
Further information and bookings to 
Rosary House (03) 379 1298 or 
roho@xtra.co.nz

Reflection Day: 
Tuesday 10 July, 10.30am - 2.30pm.

Ignatian Retreat in Daily Life:
Saturdays 11 and 25 August 
10.00am - 3.00pm.
Participants are encouraged to be 
present for both days. Bookings helpful. 

Sunday Scriptures: 
(Gospel according to Mark, Year B)
Tuesday 21 August, 7.30pm - 9.00pm 
with Dr Kathleen Rushton RSM. 
Focus on Gospel Readings of the 22nd 
to 33rd of Ordinary Time. 

Prayer Series: 
Tuesdays 4 and 11 September 
10.30-11.30am.

Guided/Directed 
Non-residential Five Day Retreat:
Mon 1 October – Fri 5 October.
Facilitated by Fr Brian Cummings sm.  
Cost: $280. Booking required. 

The following event at Mary Potter Centre:

The Shifting Ground of Ageing Process 
- Later Life Transformation:

Saturday 30 June, 10.00am - 3.30pm 
Mary Potter Centre, 442 Durham St Nth.
With Joy Ryan-Bloore. 
Suggested contribution $60 or 
donation.  Bookings helpful.

Is the enjoyment of your retirement handicapped by the
chores and maintenance of a house that’s too big?

Let Maryville Courts do the hard work,
to give you the time and energy to

get your retirement back on par.

We have beautifully refurbished 
2-bedroom villas available, in a safe, 

secure and friendly environment,
so call Suzanne to discuss

your options

Call 379 0357 for an appointment to view.
155 Salisbury Street, Christchurch
Phone  379 0357   Email  sales@maryvillecourts.org.nz   www.maryvillecourts.org.nz
Under the Patronage of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Christchurch. Registered under the Charitable Trusts Act (1957)
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The CDF is registered under the Charities Act as a Charitable Trust. Its principal purpose is to provide an opportunity 
for people to invest in the Fund for Catholic Objectives. Like other financial institutions the Fund is subject to financial 
regulations and oversight. Underpinning the Fund is a guarantee of depositors’ funds by the Bishop. 

The Catholic Development Fund 
offers a range of products to suit your 
individual needs: On-call savings 
account, Term Deposits, Education, 
Christmas and Funeral accounts. 
CDF is also ONLINE.

To those of you who do not have a 
CDF account, you may be unaware 
that revenue received from CDF is 
a large component of our Diocesan 
financial resource. The CDF provides 
the Bishop of Christchurch with an 
annual distribution of between $300k 
and $1M. These funds help to provide 
the pastoral activities of the Diocese. 
Our schools, parishes and catholic 
communities, call on CDF funds to 
develop and support church facilities 
and initiatives.

Think twice before investing your 
funeral funds with a corporate funeral 
director who will charge you fees for 
the privilege.

Think about future generations that 
rely on your generosity and support 
today so that they too can benefit from 
that sense of connection with Christ 
and one another that we all received 
through our Catholic upbringing.

CDF is ONLiNE

On-Call Savings
• Interest calculated daily
• One deposit or regular savings
• Money is always on call
• No penalties, restrictions or fees

Christmas Club
• Locked in until 1 December
• Interest from the first $1.00
•  No fees

Education Savings
• Interest from the first $1.00
• Money available when you need it
• CDF can assist with payments 

for school fees
•  No fees

Term investments
• Interest paid at fixed rate
• Minimum of $500, no maximum

Funeral Savings
• Deposit one lump sum or make 

regular savings
• Locked in until death occurs
• Exempt from Asset Testing for 

Residential Care subsidy
• Interest paid at 12mth term 

investment rate
• Not tied to any funeral director
• No fees

Melanie Perry 
CDF Administrator

Investing in the future of your extended family

Catholic Development Fund

Catholic Development Fund

For more information:

Phone: 03 366 9869 or 0800 40 FUND

Email: cdf@chch.catholic.org.nz Web: www.cdf.org.nz
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Exactly 120 years ago, a man with 
a far-reaching vision passed away. 
His name was Fr Louis Hurlin and his 
vision was that a church be built that 
would shelter and protect his parish's 
congregation for generations to come. 
Today, anyone in Timaru can see and 
experience how Fr Hurlin's vision 
has been transformed into reality 
by visiting Sacred Heart Basilica, an 
architectural masterpiece built in part 
through Fr Hurlin's bequest.

Sacred Heart Basilica stands tall above 
the city, a testament to Fr Hurlin's 
faith and foresight. The Basilica's 
construction was made possible by 
a legacy created from the £500 life 
insurance policy Fr Hurlin suggested 
the Altar Society establish in his 
name. Upon his death, this gift of life 
insurance became the nucleus of 
Sacred Heart Basilica's building fund.

Every gift in every will makes a 
difference. In 1903, another parishioner 
with a vision also died. His name was 
Nicholas Quinn, a quiet, industrious 

and kind farmer. His bequest of 
£600 enabled the parish to purchase 
a peal of bells for the Basilica's 
northeast tower. The bells are named 
after Quinn's eight children: Patrick, 
Thomas, Henry, Michael, John, Francis, 
Mary and Nicholas.

In 2018, Sacred Heart Basilica will 
begin essential strengthening and 
repair work to restore this incredible 
building to its former splendour. The 
structure supporting the bells - the 
largest of which weighs more than one 
ton - will be reinforced to ensure that 
the community can continue to hear 
the bells' peal. The Basilica itself will 
be brought up to the required building 
standards.

Bishop Paul Martin, who visited 
Sacred Heart Basilica on the 10 June 
hopes that this long and honourable 
tradition in the parish of building 
Timaru's legacy continues. "I invite you 
to consider contributing a gift in your 
will to Sacred Heart Basilica, or to the 
Diocese's area of greatest need. Your 

generosity today will sustain our parish 
and our community tomorrow."

For more information about making a 
gift in your will, please contact 
Christina Sit Yee at 03 366 9869 ext. 817 
or legacies@chch.catholic.org.nz.

The Legacy That Transformed Timaru
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The Our Turn: Our Future Campaign 
is making a difference in our parishes 
and across the diocese. The Rebuild 
is an intensive and transformational 
programme to deal with churches 
demolished or damaged by the 
devastating 2010-2011 Canterbury 
earthquakes. Through the inspirational 
generosity of our campaign donors, 
the repairing and rebuilding of 
seventeen parish churches is 
successfully moving forward.

We are pleased to report the 
following: St Mary's New Brighton 
was completed just in time for the 
Easter Triduum; the first stage of 
strengthening has been completed 
for St John the Evangelist in Leeston, 
(the building's spire was removed, 
the church is open and Mass is now 
underway); St Patrick's Akaroa is 
currently being strengthened and 
construction is scheduled to be 
completed in September 2018. 
St Francis of Assisi in Mairehau and 
Sacred Heart Basilica in Timaru are in 
the final stages of building design and 
construction will start later in 2018. 
The planning phase for St Patrick's in 
Lincoln is complete with construction 
starting in June 2018. St. Teresa 
of Lisieux in Riccarton underwent 

structural investigation. As the church 
structure is above the mandated 34% 
of the new building standards for 
earthquake-prone buildings, no further 
structural strengthening is required. 

Work is well underway on the 
strengthening and extension to St 
Bernadette’s church in Hornby. Despite 
the recent wet weather, the roof and 
windows are substantially installed, 
and the pipework and cabling are 
being fixed. The new spaces are 
starting to take shape, and the internal 
refurbishment will commence shortly. 
The project is planned for completion 
in September 2018.

The project to strengthen OLV church 
in Sockburn has recently commenced. 
The church now resembles a building 
site rather than a church with all the 
pews removed and a large scaffold 
frame installed to provide access 
for the strengthening and renewal 
of the roof glazing. New foundations 
are being installed under the sacristy 
and the main entrance to the church. 
The existing coloured resin panels 
are being removed for new patterned 
double glazed windows. The project is 
planned for completion in September 
2018.

The diocese is grateful to the many 
parishioners who made this important 
work possible. While several parishes 
have completed their campaigns and 
three have exceeded their campaign 
goals, many other parishes are in 
need. We encourage everyone to 
consider contributing to the Rebuild 
and assist our brothers and sisters 
across the diocese as we work to 
rebuild and repair our churches. To 
make a gift to Our Turn: Our Future, 
please contact 03 366 9869 or 
campaign@chch.catholic.org.nz.

We are helping to rebuild the Body 
of Christ here in Christchurch and 
together we are making the kingdom 
of God visible on earth.

Rebuilding the Body of Christ in Christchurch

Television Producer and West Coast Catholic, Dame Julie 
Christie, speaks to 80 Catholic Business people at a dinner 
organised by the Catholic Development Fund. This event took 
place at the Horncastle Arena in March, and is the second 
gathering of the Catholic Business Network.

(Above)  Our Lady of Victories Church, Sockburn, 
before construction began.

(Below)  Inside OLV Church under construction.
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into a sophisticated Ball, where guests 
were treated to a delicious meal and 
dancing until late.

Sunday's Special Mass and Morning 
Tea, hosted by the Villa Maria College 
Foundation, was the highlight of the 
weekend. Guests from near and far 
gathered to honour all that the past 
100 years have encompassed and all 
that the next 100 will hold.

"Villa Maria's Centennial will continue 
to be celebrated throughout 2018 but 
this weekend was a fitting tribute to 
the College, its founders and all who 
have called Villa home," added Ms 
Brosnahan.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

Anniversaries of Ordination 2017
Last year (2017) five priests celebrated significant anniversaries 
of Ordination.

Pictured with Bishop Emeritus Basil Meeking, and 
Fr Rick Loughnan (Diocesan Administrator) are from left:
Frs John Morrison (50 yrs), Anton McLean (50 yrs), 
Antoine Thomas (25 yrs), Joselito Quinones (25 yrs), 
and Michael Doyle (60 yrs).

18 February marked one hundred 
years since the Sisters of Mercy 
first welcomed pupils to Villa Maria 
College. With their clear objective 
to deliver quality education for girls 
from Catholic families in and around 
Canterbury, the Sisters provided a 
place of learning, a place of prayer and 
a place where young girls blossomed 
into the leaders of tomorrow.

One hundred years on and Villa 
Maria College is still delivering on 
that undertaking. The big birthday 
was celebrated by more than 1,500 
guests over the weekend, culminating 
in a Special Mass concelebrated by 
Bishop-Elect Paul Martin.

A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 
PUBLISHED BY THE CATHOLIC 
BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH.

Ensure any photos are ‘attached’ 
to the email rather than embedded 
in the article. JPG format is most 
suitable for photos, 3 megapixel 
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Deadline for next issue:

Friday 24 August.

Contributions may be sent at any 
time to:
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Christchurch 8140.
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Villa’s 100th Birthday 
Celebrates Mercy Women!

"We are proud of our humble 
beginnings, we are grateful for the 
hard work given freely by the Sisters 
throughout our history and we are 
delighted to celebrate this special 
milestone with our community," said Ms 
Deborah Brosnahan, College Principal. 
"The College was thrilled to see past 
pupils travelling from all over the 
world to be part of the celebrations, 
reconnecting with their friends, 
teachers and school staff. There were 
stories shared, memories relived, 
many laughs, and moments of quiet 
reflection for those who have died."

The weekend was opened with a live 
show, complete with music and drama 
and even a choir performance by past 
pupils. The show was followed by a 
glamorous reception under the stars in 
the College courtyard.

On Saturday, the College hosted a 
family-friendly fun day, functions for 
past College boarders and staff, official 
class photographs, school tours, 
food trucks and a craft market. That 
night, the magnificent marquee on 
the College grounds was transformed 

Villa's oldest registered attendee for the 
Centennial weekend, Mrs Brenda Cunneen, 
96, cuts the official birthday cake with Villa's 
youngest enrolled pupil, 10-year-old Miss 
Jordana Johnston. Photograph by Kevin Clarke.
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