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From the Diocesan Administrator
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

May the Lord Jesus fill us all with new confidence and 
hope as the winter turns to spring. From my perspective, 
there seems to be so much going on in the diocese. At the 
heart of all this activity, from the Sacraments, programmes, 
to rebuilding are people, people and more people. Successes, 
victories, struggles and tragedy all take their place in the 
great movement of God’s beloved people on their way to the 
heavenly homeland.

It was a great joy when Bishop Emeritus Basil Meeking 
ordained Fr Alister Castillo, Fr Graeme Blackburn and Fr 
Huynh Van Tran to the priesthood on 1 July and we welcome 
them to priestly ministry in our diocese.

The life of a priest is filled with the highs and lows of the 
family of God just as the life of a parent is filled with the 
highs and lows of family life. Sometimes, even with a deep 
awareness of the Lord’s loving presence and grace, it is hard 
for each of us to remain focussed. We can become weary of the 
demands on our time from home and work and weary too of 
the challenge to remain unselfish.

Once more I encourage you to patience! Not just patience as 
we wait for the appointment of a new Bishop, (I still have no 
news to give you and nor do I know how soon we will hear) 
but also patience in all the demands of our lives. Patience as 
an act of trust; trust that God is ultimately in charge and his 
designs for us are loving ones; trust in each other that despite 
our shortcomings we need each other to do the work of God. 
Patience is the place where love grows.

The rebuild and strengthening of our parish buildings 
continues. It can seem a long time for plans and engineering 
results and the other parts of the process to come together. 
Our property team is working hard on several fronts to oversee 
this enormous process. Communication has not always 
happened well between diocese and parish in this regard. 
However good progress is being made and you can read more 
about this in the Diocesan Manager’s report in this edition of 
Inform. We wait for the new bishop to make further progress 
with the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. However, behind 
the scenes we continue to work on fundraising possibilities.

With that in mind I would like to congratulate those 
parishes who have moved into the fundraising stage for 
the new build and strengthening of churches. Bishop Barry 
Jones made the decision to employ the fundraising company 
AskRIGHT to lead the fundraising. Those parishes who have 
been invited to begin the fundraising process have responded 
with courage and hope. There have of course been teething 
problems and the need for our fundraisers to work with local 
parish communities in a way that is helpful. However the 
response has been really good and I ask all parishes when 
invited to begin their fundraising, to trust the process as 

it is worked out 
between a parish and 
AskRIGHT.

We have had such 
a long spell where 
we have not had 
to do any major 
fundraising in the 
diocese and it is 
easy to forget that 
fundraising too can 
be working for the 
Gospel. Of course, 
prayer should be 
at the heart of our 
fundraising efforts.

The spiritual life of our diocese continues apace. It has been 
wonderful to travel to different parishes to confirm a number 
of our young people and get some sense of parish life. We can 
have great hope even as we implore the Lord to deepen the 
life of faith among us. It has been wonderful too to celebrate, 
along with other priests, Masses for the reception of the 
Sacraments of Initiation in our schools.

I would like to make a special mention of our Catholic 
schools. Recently a number of people involved at the diocesan 
level have met to have a creative discussion about the way 
forward for our primary and secondary schools. This is not a 
decision-making process. Rather, it is a discussion to celebrate 
our rich Catholic school life. We would like to be ready to offer 
the new bishop some thinking he may find helpful. We can be 
very proud of the Catholic school network across our diocese. 
We are in excellent heart with such a strong commitment to 
Catholic Education and in many instances excellent academic 
results. I would like to make special mention of Marian 
College, still displaced by the earthquakes. Marian College 
has done wonderful work maintaining an excellent spirit in 
the school and with fine academic results. As we await the 
appointment of a new bishop, the diocese looks forward to the 
rebuild of their school.

We had much positive feedback from the spiritual renewal 
programme earlier in the year and are planning something 
around Advent as a further chance for individuals and groups 
to reflect spiritually and grow in faith. The diocese is preparing 
for the Ablaze Conference on 10 and 11 November. You will 
read more in this edition of Inform.

May the Lord remind each one of you of his love for you to 
keep you patient, trusting and even joyful in the most difficult 
circumstances.
Fr Rick Loughnan
Diocesan Administrator
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Spring Issue 110 September 2017

NGA MIHI NUI FROM THE 
EDITORIAL DESK
Welcome to Inform Issue 110.  This issue covers the period 
from June to September and is largely in Ordinary Time as 
we made our way through the Christchurch winter.

Along with all our usual features, we celebrate the 
ordinations of our three new priests on 1 July with part of 
the homily from Bishop Basil Meeking and a photographic 
record from Peter Fleming.  Diocesan General Manager 
Andy Doherty outlays progress with church and school 
building and some other achievements.  We feature an 
article about Villa Maria as it approaches its centenary in 
February 2018 and we mark the passing of the archivist 
baton from Fr Kevin Clark to Triona Doocey.

Thanks to all contributors to Inform Issue 110 and to 
you for reading it! Please pass it on.
In Christ,
Ken Joblin, Editor; Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

Health Select Committee states
80% are opposed to medically-

assisted dying
An overwhelming 80% of submissions to Parliament’s Health 
Select Committee oppose medically-assisted dying. This figure 
was revealed in the Committee’s Report on euthanasia and 
assisted suicide released on 2 August.

“This report expresses significant public concerns around 
the unintended consequences of any such legislation,” said 
Dr John Kleinsman, Director of the New Zealand Catholic 
Bioethics Centre. “It also makes the important point that the 
‘issue is clearly very complicated’, something that the New 
Zealand media have, to date, largely failed to convey in their 
mostly shallow reporting on this issue.”

“It is extremely telling that certain members of the 
Committee remain unconvinced that the models seen overseas 
provide adequate protection for vulnerable people. It is our 
view that the Report does not give the sorts of assurances 
needed by the New Zealand Parliament to change the current 
law, assurances that it won’t pose substantial risks of coercion 
and abuse for those who are most vulnerable, the elderly, sick 
and disabled,” said Kleinsman.

 While Dr Kleinsman expressed disappointment that the 
Report did not engage more with the solid evidence that was 
presented by many individuals and groups, he concluded, 
“anyone who reads this Report in full with an open mind 
cannot help but be left with huge concerns about the ability 
of any proposed law to supply adequate safeguards, the sort of 
safeguards that would work in the real world.”

 “In the absence of clear and irrefutable evidence that the 
most vulnerable would be adequately protected then, on 
such an issue when the stakes are life and death and when 
a mistake is permanent, the precautionary principle must 
apply,” said Dr Kleinsman. “It is not up to opponents to prove 
beyond doubt that a law would be dangerous. Rather, it is 
up to proponents of euthanasia and assisted suicide to prove 
beyond doubt that it would be safe and this Report clearly 
does not deliver the required level of assurance.”

 The Health Select Committee’s parliamentary report 
follows an in-depth inquiry into euthanasia. More than 
21,000 submissions on this issue were received by the Select 
Committee from around the country between 27 August 2015 
and 1 February 2016, and almost 1000 people provided oral 
submissions. Many written and oral submissions were made 
by concerned people in the Christchurch Diocese.

Ablaze Parish Renewal 
Conference

Registrations Open 10-11 November 2017
A significant Ablaze milestone has been reached. Conference 
registrations have opened for parish leaders.

Ablaze is being held over two full days on Friday 10 and 
Saturday 11 November. Three international keynote speakers 
are joining us and will speak about the Church in mission. 
There are also 21 high quality workshops including hospitality 
and welcome, renewing sacramental preparation, the role 
of the parish in welcoming and helping non-practicing 
and inactive Catholics come home, becoming a confident 
Catholic, evangelising in the digital age, the parish school, the 
importance of prayer and the Holy Spirit for the evangelising 
parish, proclaiming the Gospel to a new generation, 
evangelising through music, and justice for all. We expect 
the 200 conference attendees to be renewed and inspired and 
ready to grow our parishes.

If you have any queries, please contact the Pastoral Office on 
03-366 9869 or email pastoral@chch.catholic.org.nz
For more, see www.chchcatholic.nz/ablaze

Some of the team organising Ablaze.
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Bishop’s Office

While our diocese is without a bishop, 
we are still able to make progress in 
a variety of areas. I am pleased to 
update you on a number of key areas.

Property
The late bishop Barry Jones signed off 
on a programme of work which we are 
now able to carry out. Christchurch East 
will be the first of our parishes to build 
a new church. The Property team has 
now increased its numbers to six with 
the addition of our Health and Safety 
Advisor, Mike Gott. In any organisation, 
health and safety are important parts of 
the operation. The diocese has invested 
in a quality health and safety advisor to 
assist parishes and in any rebuild work 
from design through to completion. 
Mr Gott’s expertise will be invaluable 
as we ensure that all work undertaken 
complies with the health and safety 
legislation.

The work programme is accelerating 
as we move from the analysis phase. 
Activity then centres around either 
the design and construction of new 
churches and pastoral centres or the 
commencement of a wide range of 
earthquake upgrades. We must ensure 
our existing facilities meet the national 
building standard of 34%. We hope to 
have all earthquake repairs completed 
by the end of 2019 and all new churches 
completed by the end of 2020. We 
currently have over 20 projects on the 
go.

New Churches 

6 projects: New Brighton (under 
construction), Lincoln (design phase), 
Mairehau (design phase) Papanui 
(design phase), Rangiora (options 
analysis, either upgrade or new build), 
Pleasant Point (early design stage).

Earthquake Repairs 
and Strengthening 
11 projects: Sockburn (design 
and budget), Hornby (design and 
procurement), Bryndwr (design and 
procurement), Burnside (design and 
procurement), Riccarton (design and 
peer review), Hokitika (design options 
being evaluated), Ngahere (bell tower 
removal, procurement phase), Halswell 

(scoping the works), Leeston (steeple 
rebuild and church strengthening: 
design option analysis, pastoral centre 
design phase to commence before 
Christmas), Temuka (steeple rebuild 
and church strengthening, design 
option analysis), Timaru Basilica (design 
phase)

Cathedral
This project is on hold awaiting the 
election of our new bishop. Once he 
begins as pastor of our diocese, he will 
receive a recommendation on what is to 
be done.

Non-Earthquake 
Projects 

2 projects: Akaroa (restoration, 
procurement), Sockburn (Bishop Joyce 
Centre upgrade and maintenance, 
budget and procurement phase).

School Property 
Projects Update
John Paul II High School Gym and 
H Block strengthening (almost 
complete), St James School, Aranui (4 
new classroom spaces and staff room, 
nearing completion), St Joseph’s School, 
Papanui (4 new classroom spaces, 
nearing completion), St Francis of 
Assisi (strengthening and remodelling 
4 blocks and 1 classroom space, recently 
started), Our Lady Star of the Sea 
School, Sumner (2 new classroom 
spaces, awaiting archaeological 
authority, building consent approved), 

St Patrick’s School, Bryndwr (4 new 
classroom spaces, nearing finalisation 
of concept plan), Sacred Heart School, 
Addington (5 new classroom spaces due 
to roll growth, developing the concept 
plan), St Teresa’s School, Riccarton (3 
new classroom spaces, developing the 
concept plan).

As well as the property work 
mentioned above, our Catholic 
Education Office is making great 
progress with the continual training of 
our teachers. This has led to the team 
along with Rory Paterson (St Patrick’s 
Greymouth) and Whitney Hansen (St 
Francis of Assisi, Mairehau) presenting 
at the latest Australian Education event. 
Mike Nolan and the team presented on 
an engaging digital theology resource for 
RE teachers.

Fundraising
So far we have had parish fundraising 
campaigns in Hokitika, Leeston, 
Riccarton, Mairehau, Akaroa and 
Sockburn with Hornby and Christchurch 
East also about to start. The campaigns 
have been gaining in momentum and 
while we are still challenged to deliver 
on our original parish goal of $15m, we 
are already over $4m in pledges. Put 
simply, we are on target to deliver on our 
parish fundraising goal. The Cathedral 
campaign has been slow in comparison 
while we await a bishop. The original 
goal for the fundraisers was also $15m 
but we have set our sights much higher 
here. A lot of ground work has begun 
especially in the USA with funds also 
coming in, even though the campaign 
has not yet officially begun.

With such support from the parishes 
and as we pray for a new bishop, the 
diocese is moving forward.
Kind Regards,
Andy Doherty

From Our  
Diocesan General Manager

The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises events happening within the diocese. As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to advertise events. You can list your event from the link on the home page under ‘events’.
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Bishop’s Office

The Sisters of Compassion and 
the New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference have announced the 
first Sunday of October as a day 
of celebration for the Venerable 
Suzanne Aubert.

Suzanne Aubert was the founder 
of the Sisters of Compassion, 
New Zealand’s only home grown 
order of Sisters. Last year, Pope 
Francis declared Suzanne Aubert 
‘venerable’ — the second formal 
stage on the way to being declared a 
saint. If Suzanne Aubert’s Cause for 
Sainthood is successful, she will be 
New Zealand’s first saint.

Bishop Charles Drennan, the 
liaison Bishop for Suzanne Aubert’s 
Cause, commented “Kiwi culture 
readily celebrates its sports heroes 
and sometimes its arts and music 
high achievers. Suzanne Aubert’s 
gutsy life focused solely and 
relentlessly on the needs of others 
helps us also to celebrate a radical 
life of practical faith.” He went on 
to say, “Mother Aubert’s life shifts 

In early 2017, Diocesan Administrator 
Fr Rick Loughnan invited the whole 
diocese to participate in a Spiritual 
Renewal Programme, between Ash 
Wednesday and Pentecost Sunday. This 
was done by inviting groups to have two 
extended sessions of prayer, based on 
the Lectio Divina model.

The aim of the programme was to 
initiate a time of spiritual renewal 
so that all of us would grow in our 
relationship with Jesus in faith, hope 
and love. Fr Loughnan hoped that all 
of us would become more missionary 
and look outwards to those in the 
community who have drifted from their 
faith or do not know the Lord.

Fr Loughnan chose a theme which, 
he hoped, would influence the way 
the diocese looks at itself during 
the programme of spiritual renewal. 
The theme: The Catholic Diocese 
of Christchurch is a community of 
missionary disciples who love God, love 
each other and go out to proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to all the World.

Fr Loughnan was also keen to ensure 
that, in this period of waiting, we would 
continue to pray for a new bishop and 
the process of appointing him.

Many groups took up the invitation to 
take part in this programme. Diocesan 
boards, boards of trustees, parish 
councils, finance councils, and religious 
communities were just a few of the 
groups who participated.

Each prayer session had a number of 
questions to be answered. In the second 
session, groups had the opportunity 
to reflect on questions such as: “In 
what way is our group living the 
diocesan theme statement? How are 
we proclaiming the Gospel in Word 
and Action? Are there things we should 

change to do this better?”
Fr Loughnan invited every group to 

send feedback to him about what came 
out of their group reflection and was 
very impressed with the thought and 
effort that went into their responses. We 
are currently examining the feedback 
closely and planning a follow-up to the 
Spiritual Renewal Programme. One 
theme that has emerged quite strongly 

holiness onto our streets and fields. 
Hers is a gumboots and sleeves rolled 
up type of saintliness that resonates 
both in this country and overseas, 
with growing interest in her Cause in 
France and parts of the Pacific.”

Last year marked the 90th year 
since Aubert’s death in New Zealand 
after dedicating 66 years of her life 
to living among, learning from and 
walking alongside Maori as well 
as caring for the most vulnerable 
in society. Among her works, she 
established New Zealand’s first 
soup kitchen that still serves almost 
40,000 meals a year. She was a 
pioneer of New Zealand’s health and 
welfare system and a friend to Maori 
throughout her life.

Sister Margaret Anne, 
congregational leader for the Sisters 
of Compassion, said Suzanne 
encourages us to listen, trust and be 
aware of the small miracles of grace 
that we receive each day.” 

For more: www.suzanneaubert.
co.nz

National Day of Celebration
Marks Suzanne Aubert’s Progress to 

Sainthood

is the desire to run a similar sort of 
programme again for groups in the 
diocese.

On behalf of Fr Loughnan, thanks 
once again for participating in the 
programme. If you have any further 
questions and feedback, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.
Matt O’Connell,  
Evangelisation Coordinator

Diocesan Spiritual Renewal Programme Feedback
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Bishop’s Office
In December 2017 we celebrate 50 years 
of the Catholic Development Fund 
(CDF). The CDF is well established and 
has proven itself to be a dependable 
source of funds to provide both an 
annual distribution to the diocese to 
assist in funding pastoral activities and 
a facility to enable loans to Catholic 
parishes, schools and community 
groups. The CDF Trust Board has had 
several new members in recent times 
and it seems appropriate to let you 
know a little about the people in whose 
hands the governance of the Fund lies. 
The Trust Board’s role is to make policy 
decisions, approve loans and oversee the 
management of the Fund on behalf of 
the bishop.

Rob Farrell M.Finance, B.Com Rob is 
CDF Chair and is a partner in private 
equity firm Box 112. Rob had 12 years 
in investment banking, mainly in 
Europe, bookended by experience in 
the commercial property sector and 
as the managing director of a large 
construction group. He is married to 
Nicola, has three sons and lives in Ilam, 
Christchurch. He holds an NZX diploma 
and is also a member of the Investment 
Sub Committee.

Richard Bailey CA, B.Com (Hons), 
BCM, Member of the Institute of 
Directors Richard is a Director in 
Deloitte’s Christchurch Corporate 
Finance practice. For the past 15 
years, Richard specialised in providing 
strategic financial management and 
performance improvement advice to 
his clients. Richard has a commerce 
degree from Lincoln University and is 
a Chartered Accountant. He has been 
a CDF Trustee since January 2016. 

Richard is married to Nicole and they 
have two sons.

Terry Foote CA But.Com, Nat. 
Diploma in Real Estate Terry, a 
chartered accountant, is currently the 
Chief Financial Officer for Red Bus 
Ltd. Prior to this he had a career with 
an established Christchurch property 
management, valuation and sales 
consultancy firm. Terry is married 
to Joanne and they have three adult 
children. Terry and his family had a 
long association with the Dallington 
Parish. As a result of the Christchurch 
earthquakes they now live out west. 
Terry was appointed a CDF Trustee in 
June 2016.

Simon Roughan DC, ICAK Simon is 
a registered chiropractor, graduating 
in the UK in 1980. Post graduate 
specialities and qualifications 
include Functional Neurology and 
Clinical Nutrition. Simon is active 
in clinical practice and as Director 
of Roughan Chiropractic Centres 
in both Christchurch and Hokitika. 
He is a registered faculty member 
for two international chiropractic 
universities for interns coming to NZ 
for clinical expertise. Simon and his 
wife have seven children and remain 
active in diocesan marriage education 
programmes. Simon was appointed a 
CDF Trustee in October 2003.

Michael Schimanski CA, BCM 
Michael is a chartered accountant and a 
senior partner of Kendons, a chartered 
accounting practice in Christchurch. He 
is a CDF Trustee and its deputy Chair. 
He is also Secretary of the Christchurch 
Diocesan Foundation, a member of the 
St Joseph’s Papanui Parish Finance 

Young New Zealanders Give 
Outstanding Response

to Vatican Survey
AVatican survey for Young New 
Zealanders held over July and August 
received almost 2000 responses from 
throughout the country. The survey will 
contribute to a worldwide initiative 
by Pope Francis to better understand 
the lives, attitudes and concerns of 
young people around the world. This 
information will be used in the lead 
up to the Synod on Young People, 
Faith and Vocational Discernment in 
Rome, October 2018. Bishop Stephen 
Lowe said “The number of responses 
reflects a real enthusiasm to be part of 
an international conversation with the 
Catholic Church and for the voice of 
young people in general, not just from 
within the Church, to be heard.” New 
Zealanders aged 16-29 were invited 
to answer questions and give their 
opinions on the Church, challenges 
and opportunities in their lives and 
thoughts on vocation.  Results will now 
be analysed and sent to Rome in a report 
due by the end of October. Youth leaders 
completed a separate survey which will 
also be shared with Rome. Over 250 
people responded to this survey.
Amanda Gregan
NZCBC Communications

team and a Trustee on the Marralomeda 
Charitable Trust Board. Michael is 
married to Tania and they have two 
daughters.

Renée Walker MBA, B.Bus, Dip.J 
Renée has a strong background 
in strategic marketing and 
communications; in particular, 
Stakeholder Engagement, and 
Reputation and Issues Management. 
She is the Director of a company that 
specialises in Change Management, 
Organisational Design, Leadership 
Development and Stakeholder 
Engagement services. Renée sits on 
a number of boards and associations 
in addition to the CDF including the 
Christchurch Art Gallery Foundation 
Board, the Committee for Canterbury 
and the St Albans Residents Association 
(SARA). She is married to Blair and has 
a young son.

For more information, visit www.cdf.
org.nz, Phone: 0800 40 FUND, or Email: 
cdf@chch.catholic.org.nz.

Catholic Development Fund Trust Board Members In Profile
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Pastoral Chaplain to Hillmorton 
Hospital

Michael Hempseed was recently appointed Pastoral Chaplain to Hillmorton 
Hospital. Mr Hempseed is from Sockburn Parish and comes with extensive 
experience working in the mental health area to assist him in this ministry.

(The Famous Reformation Hymn of 
Martin Luther)
The work of ecumenism is an imperative 
of the Gospel. Pope Francis, in line with 
recent Popes, continues to promote 
the work of Christian unity and asks 
Christians to work together, where 
possible, praying ardently that we may 
all be one. On the international level 
the Catholic Church participates in a 
number of theological dialogues with 
different Christian communions.

This year 2017, is the 500th 
anniversary of Luther nailing his 95 
theses on the door of the Wittenberg 
Church. This action, calling for reform 
in the Church, led tragically to the 
Reformation. Pope Francis has already 
joined with Lutherans to commemorate 

AN EDITORIAL NOTE
On p. 6 of our Winter Issue 109: June 
2017, we reported that “Lutherans 
and Catholics Step Closer to Unity”. In 
printing a media release from the New 
Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference, 
we were unaware that Sister Kathleen 
Rushton RSM is also a member of the 
newly established Catholic-Lutheran 
Dialogue. We congratulate Sr Kath on 
her appointment and the commission for 
including a contributor from our diocese 
among its members.

Along with the theological education 
of people around New Zealand, Good 
Shepherd College is responsible for 
the intellectual formation of our 
seminarians. At its 9 June 2017 
graduation ceremony, Good Shepherd 
College awarded Graduate Diplomas in 
Theology to Frs Tien, Thanh, Do, Castillo 
and Blackburn of the Christchurch 
Diocese along with a Catholic teacher 
David Jackman and Elizabeth Ong 
of our Marriage Tribunal. Fr Huynh 
received a Bachelor of Theology degree. 
Fr Paul Shanahan SM is parish priest 
of Akaroa and at 82, also graduated. 
The Christchurch Diocese is clearly an 
intellectual powerhouse. Well done, 
everybody!

Good Shepherd 
College  

Congratulates

The Graduating Class of 2017.

this event, to pray for unity, to 
encourage renewed dialogue and to 
further the work of ecumenism.

The Te Raranga is a collective of 
church leaders in Christchurch. This 
group has been discussing some ways 
we too might make this an opportunity 
for ecumenism. Te Raranga is organising 
an ecumenical service to commemorate 
the 500 year anniversary with 
repentance, prayer and thanksgiving. 
Gratitude will be expressed for the 
graces given to the different Christian 
churches over these 500 years. Those in 
the city and surrounds may well like to 
participate in this event on Tuesday 31 
October 2017 at Knox Church in Bealey 
Avenue. Further publicity will confirm 
the time of the service.

Fr Tien, Fr Thanh, Fr Do, and Elizabeth Ong from the 
tribunal received graduate diplomas in theology and 
Rev. Huynh received a Bachelor of Theology degree.

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
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Around the Parishes

Never Too Late to Study
It is never too late to study — this could be a saying 
applied to Akaroa’s parish priest Fr Paul Shannahan, SM.

Fr Shannahan, 82, a former director of the Catholic 
Enquiry Centre and national director of the Pontifical 
Mission Societies, graduated last month with a Bachelor 
of Theology degree after completing distance studies 
through Good Shepherd College.

The priest did one paper each semester for the past four 
years in the largely tourist parish of Akaroa. He said he 
found the study “refreshing and fulfilling”.

He felt the need for professional updating and by 
enrolling at Good Shepherd College he committed himself 
to meet deadlines in Scripture and Theology papers.

“I learned about a number of issues, and became aware 
of other issues,” Fr Shannahan said.

“My studies helped put things in greater context. An 
example was in learning so much of the theological 
struggles that confronted the Church fathers.”

He said studying by himself in distance learning was 
‘a bit of a lonely thing’, as he didn’t have fellow students 
with whom to speak. But he found he could make the 
time to read, reflect and digest.

Fr Shannahan received credits towards his degree from 
his philosophy studies in the seminary at Greenmeadows 
and some papers he did at Victoria University of 
Wellington after ordination.

He read a passage from John’s Gospel at the degree 
conferral ceremony at the St Columba Centre in Ponsonby 
on June 9. One of the sayings by Jesus in that passage 
from John 10 was “I came that they might have life and 
have it to the full.”
Now it is back to working on the restoration project for 
the church at Akaroa for Fr Shannahan.
(Taken from NZ Catholic — July 27, 2017, written by Michael 
Otto)

“Creative Cupcakes”
Lincoln’s CWL, In a League of 

Its Own
Faith and service are becoming foreign concepts these days. 
Not so in Lincoln. In July 1967, 22 women responded to Fr 
Leo Haughey’s call to form the Lincoln branch of the Catholic 
Women’s League (CWL). On 8 July this year, the Lincoln 
CWL celebrated 50 years of Faith and Service. They did so 
in great style and with considerable grace. League members 
from branches throughout Christchurch joined them for a 
Thanksgiving Mass celebrated by Fr Job Thaickalamury and 
Christchurch Diocesan Chaplain, Fr John Morrison, along 
with former Lincoln parish priest, Fr Pat Crawford. League 
forebears were honoured with a special prayer and the 
lighting of a candle and May Savin and Betty Prendergast (its 
oldest members) cut the magnificent 50th birthday cake. The 
formalities concluded with a regal afternoon tea complete 
with white damask tablecloths and fine china cups and 
saucers, together with tiny sandwiches and savouries, creative 
cupcakes, slices and of course, scones with jam and cream! 
This is Canterbury after all.
Colleen McKay
Lincoln CWL

Papanui Parish Retreats
Recently St Ignatius Loyola visited the parish of Papanui at Bishopdale. 
24 participants benefited from the Third Guided Retreat in the series of 
the First Spiritual Exercises, originally conceived by St Ignatius. They 
were adapted by Fr Michael Hanson SJ to be accessible to anyone. The 
theme, Inner Peace in Friendship with Jesus. In June, participants 
met weekly and were led in silent prayer and sharing. This pattern of 
retreat in daily life is being experienced around the diocese. Members 
of the diocesan group of spiritual directors, Whakakoingo o te Ngakau: 
The Yearning Heart, work together to have teams available for parishes 
requesting these retreats. For more, visit the diocesan website: in 
the main menu click on ‘Pastoral’, then in the drop down list click 
‘Spiritual Direction’.

Celebration of Lincoln CWL’s 50 years of Faith and Service.
Inset: May Savin and Betty Prendergast (the League’s oldest 

members) cut the birthday cake.
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Around the Parishes
Two church bells are 
the main players in 
a story of demolition 
and loss, destruction 
and storage, loss and 
exchange.

Our bells have a story 
to tell. The ‘new bell’ 
called Cecilia (after 
the patron saint of 
music), officially rang 
out for the first time at 
St Peter’s Beckenham 
during the weekend 
of 8-10 September. 8 
September is our our 
new parish’s patronal 
day. Along with Sacred 
Heart Addington, St 
Peter’s is in the new 
parish of Sancta Maria. 

The birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary is on 8 September and 
is a feastday of the Church.

In its earlier life, the St Cecilia bell belonged in the tower of 
the parish church of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Somme 
Street. Badly affected by the earthquakes, the church and 

“The Wheelchair Must Get Through!”
A wheelchair accessible toilet is now among the facilities boasted by 
St Patrick’s Church, Kaiapoi. The need for this facility was first felt 
by parishioner Robyn Eggelton RIP. A dedicated group, (including 
Robyn while she was well enough), took on the task of fund-
raising to achieve this worthy cause. Over a number of years, fairs, 
book stalls and raffles raised the funds needed while the optimal 
placement of the toilet was much discussed. Ever increasing costs 
meant installation took more time than first anticipated. In 
late 2016 the project began. Project manager Maryanne Brown 
oversaw and coordinated the plumbers, drain-layers, carpenters, 
flooring specialists and painters involved. While there were many 
ups and downs, June 2017 saw Maryanne cut the ribbon and Fr 
Denis Nolan bless the new facility. He particularly mentioned the 
tenacity and dedication which brought it to birth. Parishioners can 
now participate in the liturgy in much greater comfort.

Parishioners re-establish a 
bell in St Peter’s Church, 

tower were sadly demolished. The bell went into storage, first 
in the garage of the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary, 
then in a container and almost forgotten.

Over in Beckenham, another saga with a church bell 
developed with the demolition of St Peter’s bell tower. 
However the bell, based in its cradle, could still be rung. 
After the ringing of the bell at the Easter Vigil 2016, the bell 
disappeared and, like Jesus, could not be found on Easter 
Sunday Morning! Unlike Jesus, it has never been seen 
since! Advertisements, police assistance, conversations with 
insurance agents and parishioners resulted in obtaining the 
Somme Street bell. But where was it? It was in a container 
named St Paul’s, Dallington! A donation was made by Sancta 
Maria to Holy Trinity parish, which takes in the old St Albans 
parish. Preparations were made for installation, much to 
everybody’s satisfaction.

So, on the weekend of 8-10 September, the feast of the 
Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the new St Peter’s bell 
officially rang out. As the Church prays, “today, the Virgin 
Mary was born of the race of David; through her the salvation 
of the world was made manifest to all who believe. The light 
of her life shines out upon the world.” May people came 
together to encourage each other, pray together and glorify 
God in response to the ringing of the new church bell. May 
God be praised!
Fr John Craddock SM, Beckenham.

Maryanne Brown cuts 
the ribbon. 

Fr Nolan during 
the blessing.

Ding Dong Bell
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Ordination Mass

Saturday 1 July saw 750 people from 
around New Zealand and overseas 
converge on St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
for the ordination of Deacons Graeme 
Blackburn, Alister Castillo and Huynh 
Tran to the ministerial priesthood.  The 
three deacons concluded their studies at 
Good Shepherd College and their time at 
Holy Cross Seminary in June and, after 
a week of retreat, came to Christchurch 
for their ordinations.

On the day, space was at a premium 
with the church accommodating 
600, including around 60 priests and 
seminarians.  

Both the narthex and adjoining 
Music Centre were fully used with 
screens relaying sound and vision from 
the church.  Early arrivals were given 
a sense of the upcoming liturgical 
celebration with a rousing music 
rehearsal in the choir gallery.  

The ordination of one priest for the 
Christchurch Diocese is something 
about which to rejoice; but to have three 
priests ordained only two years after our 
first trio is something about which to 
give heart-felt thanks and praise to God.

  The Most Rev Basil Meeking, Bishop 
Emeritus of the Christchurch Diocese 
was our ordaining bishop.  Family 
members and friends proclaimed 
the Word.  A Vietnamese choir and 
the Youth Team band offered music, 
reflecting their love and support for 
Frs Tran and Castillo.  Fr Blackburn 
sourced a wonderful baritone cantor, 
Christian Malietoa Brown, from 
Auckland for us.  The congregation was 
supported by a diocesan choir of 35, 
organ, brass quintet and timpani under 
the direction of Sacred Music Advisor, 
Ken Joblin.

  Once the ordinations were complete 
and we received Our Lord in the 
Eucharist, our three new priests blessed 
us and we adjourned to the hall of 
St Teresa’s, Riccarton for speeches 
and celebrations.  It was indeed a 
great outpouring of grace for the 
Christchurch Diocese.  Please continue 
to pray for our new priests as they live 
what they proclaim.

  An excerpt from Bishop Meeking’s 
homily is featured in these pages 
alongside photographs provided to 
Inform by Peter Fleming.

The word “icon” these 
days is widely used 
improperly in a secular 
sense by publicists and 
journalists to refer to 
something outstanding. 
Its true meaning is 
of course a sacred 
representation of Christ, 
of his works of salvation 
and of his saints, a 
representation which in a 
sense makes that person 
or event present. In that 
way the word has been 
used since the early days of the Church 
especially in the East. The Fathers of the 
early Church spoke of the priest as the 
icon of Christ because he bears inwardly 
the imprint of Christ. St Thomas 
Aquinas has a similar idea when he says 
the priest is “the figure and expresses 
the form of Christ. The priest bears the 
image of Christ in whose person and by 
whose power he pronounces the words 
of consecration” In St Luke’s Gospel 
which we have just heard read, Christ 
is the principal sacrificing priest; in the 
Mass he uses the ordained man as his 

human instrument to convert bread 
and wine into his body and blood and 
thus to make present in a sacramental 
manner the sacrifice of the Cross. The 
Catholic priest bears indelibly the 

image of Christ the eternal High Priest. 
That is what is to be brought about in 
these three deacons by their priestly 
ordination today. From today they are 
no longer their own. They will belong 
irrevocably to Christ the Priest and the 
Holy Spirit will equip them to carry on 
the mission of Christ and his Church 
with theological and moral integrity 
and by a holy life. They become icons of 

Christ the Priest.
That will be realised fully in you, 

Graham, Alister and Hwang, as new 
priests, to the extent you are in constant 
communion with Christ by prayer. Our 
Lord became a priest when in the words 
of St Cyril of Alexandra he was made 
flesh, man like all of us. In other words 
it is also as man that the Son of God is 
Priest. That is why his sacred human 
heart is intrinsic to Christ the Priest; 
it is the sign and source of his unique 
sensitivity and compassion and love. 
This truth has essential implications 
for the spiritual life of the priest. If the 
priest is to be Christ-centred he has to 
be focussed on Christ’s own human 
centre, his Heart. It is from the Sacred 

Ordinations 2017  



INFORM SEPTEMBER 2017 11

Heart of Christ the Priest that every act 
of your divinely given priesthood will 
flow. It is to the pierced and wounded 
heart of Christ that you can bring your 
own broken and wounded heart for 
healing and restoration. Every priest 
needs a right devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, a devotion that is strong 
and tender, a devotion that is not effete 
or simply sentimental but that is called 
forth in your hearts by the love Christ 
has for all of us his priests and people.  

Your priestly relationship with Christ 
brings with it other relationships. As 

a priest you have a new and deeper 
relationship with Mary the Mother 
of Christ and the Mother of Priests. 
This is much more than a pious figure 
of speech. The surest means for a 
priest to maintain that Christ-centred 
relationship which is his priesthood 
is through the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of God, and devotion to her. She, 
of all human beings, is the most Christ-
centred. It was in her womb that Christ 
became a priest; at Nazareth she was 
the first educator of Christ the Priest. 
Mary will keep loving watch over you 

her Son’s priests and over your priestly 
development; being a man is essential 
to Christ’s priestly office; but it was 
through a woman that he was enabled 
to take up that office.  

As Vatican II kept insisting, your 
priestly ministry means being 
configured to Christ, shaped in his 
likeness. However this transformation 
which begins today with your 
ordination is not immediately entire. It 
takes place over time and not without a 
struggle. You have to work on it.  Being 
a priest is indeed “a work in progress”. 
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But as it goes on you are able to reflect 
more perfectly the light of Christ in your 
words and in your pastoral charity. As a 
priest you are able to bring Christ into 
the midst of the world in an amazing 
way. However you do so in and through 
the weakness of your own person. You 
are transformed in ordination but as 
a believer who struggles to persevere 
in the darkness of this world; you can 
do so by means of the faith, hope and 
charity you received in your baptism. 
You will absolve people from their sins; 
and yet you yourself remain a sinner, 
subject to similar weaknesses, similar 
hesitations and fears; you are  called to 
be instruments of Christ the one priest, 
to be an alter Christus, another Christ 
in the midst of this complex world and 
with the complexity and limitations 

that are within each of you; always 
therefore you ordained men are 
called to the same profound and 
lasting conversion so that over 
time the clarity of Christ’s truth 
may shine through you more and 
more brightly. You will have to keep 
praying: “Yes, Lord, I am weak 
but your grace is powerful and 
victorious and in you alone can I 
find the strength I need to become 
fully what you are making me in 
ordination.”  

By having such profound mercy 
on a poor human being as to make 
him a priest, God shows the depths 
of his love for the whole human 
race. God chooses us imperfect 
human beings as priests because he 
wills that his Church might know 
the love of Christ our Saviour for 
the sake of the world.  

My dear young men you are to 
be our priests: be always aware of 

what you are becoming today, another 
Christ, a sacramental instrument of the 
Lord, a living tabernacle of the presence 
of Jesus in your very person. Even 
while you remain a human creature 
with the traces of original sin in you, 
by ordination you are made holy with 
a priestly holiness, a holiness worthy 
of the altar and of Christ’s sacrifice 
which through you will be made present 
upon it. You have been chosen by 
Christ to receive the imprint of his own 
priesthood in your souls so that your 
destiny is linked to him in a bond that 
lasts into eternity. What a challenge, 
what a demand that is upon you but 
what a privilege too. May the Lord make 
good and bless all through your lives the 
great work he is beginning in you today.  
(Taken from Bishop Basil Meeking’s Homily)
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In the Diocese

On 19 August 1917, Our Lady appeared 
to Jacinta, Francesco and Lucia for the 
fourth consecutive month while they 
fed their flock in a place called Valinhos, 
near the village of Aljustrel in Portugal. 
Her face became sadder as she uttered 
her final words to them, “Pray, pray 
much, and sacrifice for sinners, for 
many souls go to hell because there is no 
one to sacrifice and pray for them.”

One hundred years later on 19 August 
2017, in response to Our Lady’s request, 
250 pilgrims gathered together in the 
beautiful Basilica of the Sacred Heart in 
Timaru. This magnificent edifice with 
its twin towers and striking cupola of 
copper tarnished over the years with a 
patina of green is a significant feature 
on the Timaru skyline. The interior 
features the high altar of alabaster 
which is of Italian renaissance design 
with a colonnade of thirteen richly 
moulded Ionic columns representing 
St Paul and the Twelve Apostles as a 
backdrop.

From Christchurch in the north to 
Dunedin in the south and from many 
of the Parishes in-between they came 
to celebrate a unique occasion, the 
Centenary of the Fourth Apparition at 
Fatima. They came by bus, they came 
by car, some biked, and many walked. 
They were young, they were old but all 
were united in seeking to honour the 
Blessed Virgin on this once in a lifetime 
occasion.

Parish Priest Fr Brian Fennessy 
and his assistant Fr Joaquin Camano 
opened the Day with a concelebrated 
Mass with the Queenship of Mary as 
the theme. The Mass was musically 
enhanced by the cantor Jayden Walker, 
young in years but exquisite in talent. 

He enchanted the congregation with 
beautifully expressive renditions of Ave 
Verum during Communion followed by 
Panis Angelicus post Communion and 
was superbly accompanied by organist 
Martin Kane. Following the Act of 
Entrustment and Consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, first said 
at Fatima by Pope Benedict XIV on the 
occasion of the tenth anniversary of the 
beatification of Jacinta and Francisco. 
100 white roses were then distributed 
by the young flower girls to the pilgrims 
to form a carpet of white at the statue’s 
feet.

During the lunch break provided by 
the hosts the pilgrims were privileged 
to hear an insightful talk given by Chris 
Watkins on the message of Fatima, 
and its relevance to the situation in the 
world today. Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament opened the afternoon session 
with the sung version of the Divine 
Mercy chaplet and was followed by the 

“I Will Remember This Day All Of My Life.”
A Memorable Day of Fatima at Timaru

Supplications 
to St Joseph. 
Benediction 
brought this 
special Day 
of Devotion 
for the Virgin 
of Fatima to 
an end and a 
parting of the 
ways for the 
pilgrims who 
assembled 
again on the 
13 September 

at Sacred Heart Church, Addington for 
the celebration of the Fifth Apparition 
and the again on 13 October for the 
conclusion of the Apparitions.

“I will remember this day all of my 
life”...“There was such a feeling of 
holiness”...“This is so good for our 
parish”.
Photographs by Lea Hullett

Louisa Kane, Emily Kane, Hannah Kane, 
Isobela-Jaide Gray, Fr Brian Fennessy, 
Ameliah-Rose Gray, Sophie Kane, Fr 
Joaquin Camano during the service.

Some of those who attended the day at 
Sacred Heart Basilica Timaru.

Statue of Our Lady with a 
carpet of 100 white roses.
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In the Diocese
Dynamic Catholic  

Book Program Update
Research has shown that one third of Catholics only attend 
Mass at Christmas and Easter. In our diocese this means there 
could be 10,000 more people at Mass at these times.

Plans are well under way to bring the Dynamic Catholic 
Book Program to the Christchurch Diocese in 2017. The 
concept is simple; a parish orders bulk copies of a life changing 
Catholic book and gives them out to every family who attends 
a Christmas Mass. The program has been tried at several 
parishes in our diocese with good results. This year, with the 
support of Fr Rick Loughnan, there are plans to give out a 
copy of the book Rediscover Jesus to every family that attends a 
Christmas Mass in our diocese.

We have been amazed at the enthusiasm and generosity 
towards the project. I have spoken to many people about the 
project and I found there is a sense of grief from many parents 
and grandparents that their children no longer attend Mass, 
except for Christmas or Easter. When some of these people 
have heard about the project they have fully embraced it.

Some parishes do not have the ability to fund this 
programme at present so we are fundraising to assist them. 
The books are being ordered on 12 October.

If you would like to make a donation to the project, (either 
to your own parish if it is participating, or to assist another 
parish), please contact Michael Hempseed at michael@ess.
org.nz. Please pray for the success of the project and that the 
hearts of people will be open to receiving a book and read it.
Michael Hempseed
Dynamic Catholic Book Program

St John Of God Halswell and 
Menzshed

Halswell Menzshed, hosted on the grounds of St John of 
God Halswell, has continued to expand both membership 
and facilities. The latest addition to the shed is the two 40 ft 
containers with covered area between. One of these shipping 
containers has been set up as a metal workshop with large 
lathe, shaper, surface grinder and many other items of 
equipment. This equipment has all been generously donated 
to the shed.

Apart from this project, there have been many other 
community projects for schools, churches and other groups. 
A large outdoor chess set was recently made for the Halswell 
Community project which will be seen at community events 
over the summer. Hosting the MenzShed is one example of 
our activities supporting increased community engagement at 
our Halswell site. For more, see www.sjog.org.nz. 

Remembering the Loved One
We Did Not Get to Know

Each year the John Paul II Centre for Life 
hosts a special Mass of Remembrance. 
This Mass is offered for all families who 
have suffered the grief of conceiving, 
then losing a child before or at birth, 
and before he or she could be baptised. 
Has this happened to your family too? If 
this is your story (in recent months, or 
decades ago) we invite you to join us on 
Tuesday 10 October at 7.30pm at Christ 

the King Parish, Burnside. Come to remember, to love and to 
strengthen your hope. “Your child is alive and living in the 
Lord,” said Pope St John Paul II.

After the Mass each family will have an opportunity to 
inscribe the name of their little one in the Book of Life. This 
unique, lovingly handcrafted memorial book resides in the 
JPII Centre’s Chapel at 88 Idris Rd. Anyone is welcome to 
come and spend time in reflection there, or in our Children’s 
Garden of Remembrance. If you would like to talk to someone 
about your loss, please let us know. Call us on 351-3227.
Maria Schmetzer

In early September, St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral hosted more than 200 
singers from a variety of church, concert, and community choirs for 
an hour-long concert. The key feature were the voices of the boy 
choristers of Christchurch Cathedral and the Christchurch Boys’ 
Choir. We give thanks to God that the Catholic Church is able to 
bring together singers from so many different church and artistic 
backgrounds. We look forward to this same event taking place in the 
newly-opened Christchurch Town Hall in the coming year(s).

In late July, internationally recognised UK Catholic composer Sir 
James MacMillan speaks to an appreciative audience in the Music 
Centre about his life as a composer and how he brings his ardent faith 
into his compositions, be they for the Church or for a wider artistic 
audience. This convivial presentation followed on from the 5:30pm 
Mass in our Pro-Cathedral where Sir James’ St Anne Mass was sung 
by a sixty-strong diocesan choir.
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Children at the school tent set up by an aid agency.

Schools

Vacancies for Part-Time 
Residential Support Workers

Marralomeda Trust is a Christian Community providing a 
supportive residential environment for adults with intellectual 
disability. We have vacancies for Part-Time Residential Support 
Workers. We are seeking applications from people who are 
sensitive to the needs of those with intellectual disabilities and 
available for at least 12 hours per week including weekend 
hours. Additional hours could be available for those available 
for sleep-over hours. Pay rates range from $19.00-$23.50.
For more, contact Eileen, 03-352-8292 or email: eileen@
marralomeda.org.nz.

Four Generations Of Villa 
Women:

Celebrating 100 Years of Villa Maria 
College

When Gabriella Burns puts on her Villa Maria College 
uniform each morning, she is doing exactly what her great-
grandmother did nearly a hundred years ago. Gabriella is a 
Year 12 student at Villa, and has followed in the footsteps of 
her great-grandmother Joan, her grandmother Mary and her 
mother Sarah.

It was February 1918 when Joan Mullins started at the 
newly established Villa Maria College. In those days, Villa was 
considered “out in the country” and many girls boarded at 
the school, coming from all over the South Island. In Joan’s 
day, Villa was a small school, started by the Sisters of Mercy 
to educate girls from all walks of life. The school’s grounds 
centred around the beautiful two storey convent building, 
which was built by the former land owner in 1899 and named 
Kia Toa. Joan completed her schooling at Villa, to go onto 
a career in fashion, with a particular interest in hats and 
millinery.

Joan’s daughter Mary was next to head to Villa, starting 
after World War II in 1946, and graduating in 1953. Mary 
remembers the pride in being labelled one of the “Villa girls” 
and treasures the many lifelong friendships formed all those 
years ago. “I remember there was a lot of building going on in 
those days; it was postwar Christchurch and the school was 
growing rapidly,” said Mary. “In my day, some of the girls rode 
their ponies to school and kept them in the back paddock. We 
wore panama hats and white gloves. It was quite different to 
today’s uniform!” Mary’s year was the first year group to have 
a formal Debutante Ball in 1953. Mary remembers the ball 
well, and its highlight, being presented to society by Bishop 
Joyce. “The dresses were beautiful. I actually used some of the 
fabric from my Debutante dress for my wedding dress. It was 
quite special for me,” remembers Mary.

Mary returned to Villa as office staff in 1975 until 1986, and 
was working there while her own daughter, Sarah started at 
the College. Villa Maria had undergone significant changes 
by the time Sarah enrolled in 1982. The boarding school had 
been phased out, and the roll had grown dramatically, with 
new buildings to house the growing student body. “I was part 
of Villa’s very first soccer team, which was considered a `boys’ 
sport until that time. I remember the kindness of the Sisters of 
Mercy and their influence on our education and lives. Villa still 
had a Sister Principal in those days,” said Sarah.

By the time Sarah’s daughter Gabriella, the fourth 

generation of this family, was ready to start her Villa 
education, the first “lay” principal had been appointed (in 
1992) and the old Convent building has made way for modern 
facilities. “It’s special knowing that I’m attending the very 
same school as my great-grandmother, grandmother and 
mother. My family has a hundred year-long connection to 
Villa that dates back to the very first day in 1918, not too 
many people can say that!” said Gabriella. “The Centennial in 
February will be a special event for the whole school, but to 
know I have a family connection to the very early days here, is 
something I treasure.”

In many ways, Villa remains the same as it did a century 
ago, in particular, the College’s strong Mercy values. The 
Sisters still reside right next door to the College and are 
involved in College life as much as possible. It was the Sisters’ 
hard work and sacrifice that built Villa, and continues to shape 
the College, a hundred years later.

Villa Maria College is celebrating its 100th birthday in style, 
with a full weekend of events and activities. Villa pupils, past 
and present, Villa families and friends are invited to celebrate 
this very special milestone. Registrations are open at www.
villamaria100.co.nz.
Keri Crompton, Centennial Manager, Villa Maria College

Sarah Burns, Mary O’Brien, and 
Gabriella Burns; the three living 
generations of this family.
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Schools

Jesus Touches the Heart of a Teacher
Marian College chaplain Fr Edwin Colaco recently received a Marian 
College staff member as a new Catholic. Fr Colaco and the Marian 
College community welcomed Ken Frame into full communion 
in the Church. Mr Frame is our art teacher and we witnessed his 
confirmation and first Holy Communion. Mr Frame’s family were 
there in support of him. It was a special moment for his two daughters, 
Zoe and Hannah, who are Marian College pupils. We pray Mr Frame 
will be thankful for the gift of faith, every day of his life.

Staff Lead By Example
Marian College has a strong commitment to providing service 
to the community. As part of our service mission, the whole 
staff has focussed on more fully understanding Catholic social 
teaching. In our professional development this year, we have 
reflected on the background to this body of teaching and how 
we model it and embed it in our work with students. We spent 
a morning with Julianne Hickey, Director of Caritas Aotearoa 
New Zealand. She was very inspiring and very practical about 
the work of this organisation. Marian College has a long 
history of working with Caritas and we have been involved 
with the Caritas challenge every year. In the afternoon, the 
whole staff gave service in a wide range of practical ways - at 
the City Mission, St Vincent de Paul, on a beach clean-up, 
gardening for the Beatitude sisters, making goods for the 
neo-natal unit and other children in need and in prayerful 
reflection. It was an interesting and worthwhile day and re-
enforced for us the words of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, 
“Never see a need, without doing something about it.”

Secretary for Education visits the 
Catholic Community of Learning

The Christchurch Catholic Kahui Ako (Community of 
Learning) consists of 15 Catholic schools in the diocese. We 
have appointed six ‘Across Community’ teachers who each 
lead a particular learning focus.

Recently the Community hosted a visit from Iona Holsted, 
Secretary for Education, who commented on the fact that 
this Catholic Kahui Ako covers nearly 5000 students, the size 
of a small town. She also noted the impressive achievement 
evident in Catholic schools and stated that she would closely 
follow our progress to observe what can be achieved through 
collaboration and sharing of best practice.

The Catholic Kahui Ako is responsible for meeting the 
Ministry’s latest Better Public Service Target — that by 
2021 80% of Year 8 students will be at or above the National 
Standard for Mathematics and Writing.

The schools involved in the Christchurch Catholic Kahui Ako 
are: Our Lady of Assumption, Our Lady of Victories, St Anne’s, 
St James, St Joseph’s (Papanui), St Joseph’s (Rangiora), St 
Mary’s (Manchester Street), St Peter’s, St Albans, St Teresa’s, 
Villa Maria College, Catholic Cathedral College, Marian 
College, St Thomas of Canterbury College and St Bede’s 
College.

Above: A group of staff from 
Marian College gave service 
at the City Mission for the 
afternoon.
Right: Julianne Hickey, 
Director of Caritas Aotearoa 
New Zealand, speaking to the 
staff of Marian College.

Across Community teachers L-R: Megan Martin, 
Tony Shaw (Lead Principal), Debra Dawson, 
Garry Taylor (Expert Partner), Julie Maxwell, 
Tracey Cringle, Liz Beattie and Keri Campbell.

Fr Edwin, Ken Frame and his wife Meredith 
and their children Zoe and Hannah.
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Schools

OLA Big Birthday
 Our Lady of the Assumption (OLA) 
School celebrated its 60th anniversary 
this year. We decided to combine it 
with our school and national feast day 
celebrations on 15 August.
OLA school was officially opened on 7 
February 1957 with a roll of 55 pupils. 
Bishop Joyce obtained the services of 
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd to 
staff the school until 1968. The Sisters 
were based in Halswell and parents took 
turns getting them to school each day. 
The foundation parents also organised 
themselves into rostered teams to clean 
and maintain the school. Our first parish 
priest was Fr Galvin.
Bridget Grant
Director of Religious Studies
Our Lady of the Assumption School

Art For Art’s Sake
Waimate Iconic Kiwi Kids Art

In August 2016 St Patrick’s School Waimate entered the Oceania Dairies Art 
Competition. We had to draw a mural about New Zealand. The winning entry 
would be framed and put in the display hall at the Oceania Factory. St Patrick’s 
School, Waimate won the competition. It was very exciting and our prize was 
three I-pad minis. Because our artwork would not be returned, the teachers 
thought it would be a good idea to paint the mural on our school swimming 
pool wall.

Mrs Stace applied to Waimate Creative Communities for a grant to buy paint 
and supplies. It was very exciting to receive this grant so the painting could 
commence. The first step was to paint the wall white to make it look nice and 
fresh. Then Mrs Stace painted black hexagons for our art to go in. Our pictures 
were enlarged using the overhead projector and traced onto the wall.

The fun part started when we got to paint the wall. It took a long time 
because of the wet weather, but now it is finished and we think that it looks 
fantastic! Everyone in the school from year one to year eight has their art 
work on the wall for the community to see. We have had a lot of really positive 
comments about our ‘Iconic Kiwi Kids Art’.
Lily Beazley (year 8) and Meeah Bailey (year 7)

Our longest serving staff member, Ms Mary 
Shaw, and our newest student Neave Hyslop, 
cutting our 60th birthday cake.

Above left: The Standard 2 Class in 1960.
Above right: The Year 4 Students of 2017 with 
their Team Leader Mrs Karen Norton.
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Archives
Welcoming our new Archivist

At a morning tea in August, the diocese welcomed a 
professionally trained archivist. Triona Doocey took up her role 
in August. The Archive Team and everyone who cares about 
our history warmly welcome Mrs Doocey and look forward to 
working closely with her.

“I am really excited to start at the Diocesan Archives” said 
Mrs Doocey, “and further the endeavours of Fr Kevin and 
his amazing team of volunteers, whose work has ensured 
the survival of the pastoral and administrative history of the 
diocese, through the extant archives. Over the next few years I 
hope we can maintain an accessible catalogue of holdings, and 
develop a strong online presence to promote the Archives as a 
centre for ecclesiastical and historical research, both in-house 
and through Outreach services.” she said..

Mrs Doocey comes from Ireland. She is married to Justin 
and lives at Rolleston. Their children attend Christ the King 
School. Mrs Doocey was working as Archives Project Manager 
at Canterbury Museum and will continue part time in that 
position. She began at the Diocesan Archives on 1 August and 
will be there 9.00am to 2.00pm Tuesday to Thursday. A regular 
opening time for the public will be announced soon.
To contact the diocesan archives Email: archives@chch.
catholic.org.nz Diocesan Archivist c/o Diocesan Office, P.O. Box 
4544, Christchurch 8140
(Taken from “Archivally Speaking: No. 13 – August 2017”)

Our Diocese has a History
Father Clark has done a magnificent job over 60 years, much of 
it single-handed, getting the archives to where they are today. 
He deserves to be able to take a step back and relax a little. He 
thinks he’s going to retire. Yeah, right! He’s a natural raconteur 
and we’ve still got to record all those anecdotes he keeps 
trotting out.

In the 1950s Father Kevin Clark was appointed to the 
position of junior curate at the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Father Clark found bundles of papers lying 
everywhere and, most importantly, in the four-car carport 
beside the presbytery he found a large old leather suitcase 
stacked full of the papers of Bishop Grimes, the first Bishop of 
the Diocese. As junior curate Father Clark had to keep below 
the radar to a degree, so he developed a technique to interest 
the Bishop and others in history. Occasionally at dinner he 
would read out the latest ‘shock’ or quirky letter he had found 
in the suitcase — priests being seen at the races, for instance. 

Eventually Cathedral administrator Father Gerry Kane told 
Father Clark the Bishop had said to go through all the papers, 
keep what was important and get rid of the rest. “I kept most 
of it and stored it in a sort of `cave’ behind a brick fireplace 
that had been created when the presbytery was extended back 
in the 1800s.” The brick breasting of the fireplace had been 
extended to create a small room, almost a safe, fitted with 
shelves.
(Taken from “Archivally Speaking: No. 13 – August 2017”)

Bishop Grimes’ Cough Remedy
Spotted by Fr. Clark in a tiny brown envelope marked “Receipt 
Cough Mixture” between the pages of Bishop Grimes’ 1911 diary, a 
handwritten note as follows:  
“From Fr. Gallerne. S.M. 
Squeeze the juice of 2 lemons 
over 2 or 3 perfectly fresh eggs 
(unbroken). Let it stand for 
24 hours; beat it well, then 
drain & add ½ pint of best 
Jamaica Rhum [sic] & 2 
ounces of sugar candy. About 
a small wine glassful should 
be taken each morning before 
breakfast.”

Newly appointed Archivist Triona Doocey 
with retiring Archivist Fr Kevin Clark at a 
morning tea held for him at the Cathedral 
Presbytery.

Fr Kevin Clark acknowledging his more 
than fifty years’ involvement with the 
archives at a morning tea held for him 
at the Cathedral Presbytery.
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It is great to see strengthening devotion 
to Mary, especially as exhibited at 
Maryfest at Sockburn as reported in 
the winter edition of Inform. To some 
extent this strengthening of devotion 
in Christchurch has centred around 
the statue of Mary that was rescued 
from the bellringers’ room in the north 
tower of the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament. This statue was reputed to 
have turned 180 degrees following the 
2011 earthquake and was found looking 
out over the city. But, did it turn?

From late 2002 until mid 2004 I was 
researching in the Diocesan Archives in 
preparation for writing the book that 
was produced for the centennial of the 
Cathedral in 2004. I was there most 
Saturdays and as the archives were 
situated in a tiny room 42 steps up a 
spiral staircase, behind a locked gate and 
a locked door, I always made a point of 
checking in with the verger, Betty Barry 
and her husband Pat. I didn’t want to 
be locked in for the night or to set any 
alarms off. I quickly discovered that if I 

Rosary House Spiritual Life Centre 
Programmes 
Inquires and bookings to (03) 3791298; roho@xtra.co.nz

Reflection Day: Living in the Light - All is grace and gratitude                                                       
Christina Cathro RNDM. Sat 23 Sept, 10am - 3pm 
Venue to be decided depending on the number of people interested To register 
please call Sr Christina at 02102503064  or email christina.cathro@gmail.com. 
Koha/Donation

Guided/Directed Five Day Non-Residential Retreat
Companions on the Journey. An Ignatian retreat based on Scripture.
Fr Brian Cummings sm. Mon 2 Oct - Fri 6 Oct, 10am - 4.00pm daily
Venue: Villa Maria College, Peer Street, Upper Riccarton. Bring own lunch ~ 
Morning and afternoon tea provided. Cost $260

Prayer Day:  Friends of God from Scripture
Mary Catherwood RSM. Tues 17 Oct, 10.30am - 2.30pm  
Mary Potter Community Centre, 442 Durham Street North. Bring own lunch. 
Koha/Donation

Scripture: Sunday Gospels Year B
Gospel of Mark. First in series for 2018 Sunday readings. 
Kathleen Rushton RSM. Wed 15 Nov, 7.30 – 9.00pm
Mary Potter Community Centre, 442 Durham Street North Koha/Donation

Advent Retreat: Reflections on the Self-Emptying of Mary                                                          
Joy Ryan-Bloore Jungian Analyst. Fri 1 Dec, 6.45pm - 9pm; Sat 2 Dec, 9.30am - 
4.30pm Mary Potter Community Centre, 442 Durham Street North. Bring own 
lunch. Cost $60 (or donation according to means).                                                                                                                        
Feedback on programmes and suggestions for 2018 welcome. 

had any questions about the Cathedral 
Pat was the go-to person. He was 
involved with the bell ringing and his 
secret domain was the bellringers’ room, 
in the north tower, one level higher than 
the archives were in the south tower. 
There were all sorts of things squirreled 
away there, such as older vestments 
and the sanctuary gates that had been 
rescued at the time of the 1970s `re-
ordering’ of the cathedral.

On my first visit to the room the first 

thing I saw was a statue of Mary sitting 
on the high windowsill with her back 
turned to the bellringers. I said to Pat 
“you’ve put your statue back to front”. 
“No”, said Pat. “We put her that way 
so she could look out over the city and 
protect it.” That was 2003, nine years 
before the earthquake that is supposed 
to have turned the statue.
(Taken from “Archivally Speaking: No. 13 – 
August 2017”, Photo from “Marist Messenger, 
August 2011)

The Statue that turned – or did it?
By Michael Hanrahan
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Villa Maria College 100 Years  
16 February 2018.

JPII Centre’s Mass of  
Remembrance  
7:30pm Tuesday 10th October  
at Christ the King parish. 
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Deadline for next issue: Friday, 17 November 2017

Contributions may be sent at any time to:
The Editor, P O Box 4544, Christchurch 8140. Ph (03) 595 1053 (Editor)
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Fathers Graeme Blackburn, Alister Castillo and Huynh Tran receiving the 
Kiss of Peace from their brother priests at their Mass of Ordination.

90th Anniversary, St Kevin’s College, 
Oamaru  
October 20-22, 2017. 

150th Anniversary of the Society of St 
Vincent de Paul in New Zealand  
13 October 2017 to 15 October 2017. 

What’s On

The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises events happening within the diocese. As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to advertise events. You can list your event from the link on the home page under ‘events’.


