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NGA MIHI NUI FROM
THE EDITORIAL
DESK
Welcome to Inform Issue 104. As
it arrives in your parish, we are all
recalling the paradox of the crowd
who welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem
on Palm Sunday, who then put Him
to death on the ultimate instrument
of torture on Good Friday. I trust you
have had a holy Lent and are able to
enter fully into the intensity of Holy
Week.
As I write to you, I am keenly
aware that we have all experienced
much joy and sorrow in the last
three months. We celebrated the
ordinations of three new priests to
our diocese. We formally welcomed
those entering fully into the Church
at Easter. We rejoiced as more of our
parish churches were opened for
the first time since the Canterbury
earthquakes.
At the same time, we recall the
sadness of those earthquakes and
are still being reminded of them in
recent tremors. We have seen our
neighbours in Fiji suffer the worst
storm in the South Pacific. Most
especially, we have shared our grief
as news of Bishop Jones’ death
reached us. Half of this issue of
Inform is given over to honouring
Bishop Barry. We have reprinted
his obituary, first printed in the
Christchurch Press of 20 February. A
number of those who worked closely
with him have offered their thoughts
and recollections of him. Bishop
Meeking’s homily from Bishop
Barry’s Requiem is printed in full.
We hear from the parishes, cover
events in the diocese and enjoy the
youthful enthusiasm of our new
school leaders. Not all secondary
schools are covered in this issue due
to time constraints, so we will carry
this feature over to Inform Issue
105. Coverage of the three priestly
ordinations had to wait for this
issue as did our feature on the Little
Company of Mary: we still have a
taste of the Year for Consecrated Life.
Thanks to all contributors to
Inform 104 and to you for reading it!
Please pass it on.
In Christ,
Ken Joblin (Editor)
Zachary Ashley (Assistant Editor)
Deadline for next issue: Friday 27
May 2016
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From the Diocesan Administrator
Greetings in Christ.
It is with great sadness that I write this column. Bishop Barry Jones died on
Saturday 13 February and was buried on Friday 19 February, following a packed and
moving Requiem Mass. Bishop Barry received many tributes both from within the
Church and from the wider community — a testament to his humble, gentle and
strong leadership. We will miss him greatly. May he rest in peace.
As you will know, I have been appointed Administrator of the Diocese while we
await a new Bishop. The role of Administrator is an interim one which the Church
provides when a Bishop dies and there is no immediate successor. Obviously I am
not a bishop but have the authority, working with a group of priests called the
Consultors who are set up to advise the bishop of a diocese, to oversee the life of the
diocese in this waiting time. Much of the life of our diocese and our parishes will
continue as usual. Pray that God will guide Pope Francis and those involved in the
appointment of the new Bishop.
In this Lenten Season let us open our hearts to the Lord so that his love can purify
us — waking us up to a deeper awareness of his loving presence and the needs of
others. In this Year of Mercy, Jesus calls us to find him in our brothers and sisters, to
forgive and to bring reconciliation.
God bless
Fr Rick Loughnan Administrator, Catholic Diocese of Christchurch

Bishop’s Office
Accessing support for those
affected by the recent
earthquakes

With the recent significant earthquakes
in the Christchurch area, some people
may be feeling anxious, stressed or
upset. Catholic Social Services are happy
to be a first port of call for people if you
(or people you know) are being effected.
Catholic Social Services can be contacted
by phoning 03-379 0012 or email
c.s.s@clear.net.nz

Clergy changes for 2016
Clergy changes usually happen at the
end of January of each year. This year
clergy changes will happen in July.

Churches again open

Just in time for Christmas, a number
of our churches came back into service.
This included St Peter's Beckenham, St
Matthew's Bryndwr, Our Lady of the
Assumption Hoon Hay and St Anne's

– Mike Stopforh

Woolston. Other churches are being
worked on to enable them to be opened
again at a later time; St John the
Evangelist Leeston, St Joseph's Temuka
and St Mary's Hokitika.

Catholic
Marriage
Educators
conference

Every two years a
conference is held for
Marriage Educators.
The next conference
is entitled "The Art of
Marriage — Crafting
Strong Marriages
and Families for Life". Cardinal John
Dew will be the speaker on the opening
night, speaking about the Synod on the
Family. The conference is in Auckland
from 20-22 May. For information contact
Therese Roughan, roughan@xtra.co.nz
or phone 03 351 8002.

Prayer for a new Bishop
For the Appointment of a new Bishop;
That the Holy Spirit would guide Pope Francis
and all those involved in the appointment of
a new Bishop for the Diocese of Christchurch.
Lord hear us.

Bishop’s Office

There Is Room at the Inn
Christmas Eve saw Parishioners of St
Matthew's Bryndwr in the Holy Trinity
Parish, welcomed into their newly
restored church. A working bee was held
one week prior to Christmas and the
church was looking great. Parishioners
are very pleased to have a church in
which to worship. Their very nice parish
hall is now returned to its proper use.

Catholic shop will soon be at 373 Manchester
St (St Mary’s) in the new centre. Same phone
3662853 etc. We have good stocks of First
Communion goods, Candles, Missals etc.

Website messages

The diocesan website: www.chch.
catholic.org.nz advertises events
happening within the diocese. As a
parish, school, or church group you are
welcome to advertise events. You can
list your event from the link on the home
page under ‘events’.

Cyclone Winston
devastation in Fiji: –worse
than we could ever have
imagined
In Fiji, Cyclone Winston reached wind
speeds of 325km/hour overnight on
Saturday, 20 February. The damage is
extreme and includes flooding, major
loss of crops, destroyed buildings,
loss of electricity and water and
telecommunications connectivity. Entire
villages have also been destroyed.
Speaking from the town of Ba (in
the north-western area of Viti Levu
island), Iosefa Nainima, Director of the
Justice and Development Commission,
Archdiocese of Suva said “the
devastation is far worse than we could
have imagined, food supplies, water,
shelter (tarpaulins and tents) are likely
to be the greatest needs. Also tools and
seeds for people to meet their medium/
long term food requirements."
The storm is the strongest ever to have
appeared in the Southern Hemisphere,
and there are nearly 50,000 people
taking shelter in 800 evacuation centres
at present. The Fijian Government has
declared a 30 day nation-wide state of
emergency.
In Tonga there was also widespread
destruction and more than 2,500 people
evacuated from their homes.
Caritas is accepting donations to the
Fiji Fund for their response to this major
emergency and the long-term recovery.
You can donate online at www.caritas.
org.nz or call Caritas on 0800 22 10 22.
Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand is the
New Zealand Catholic Bishops agency
for justice, peace and development.

Cathosorts
St Joseph's Papanui Passionist
Family Group is known as
Cathosorts. In October 2015, they
decided to cook a meal for the
families at Ronald McDonald House
here in Christchurch.
"We had a busy evening cooking
for the families in the house and
plating up 17 meals for families
who were unable to be at the house
at dinnertime. We made a sausage
pasta dish and sticky date pudding
with toffee sauce and ice cream for
dessert. We held a children's music
group while dinner was being
prepared for the many children
in the house. Our own children
coped admirably with the chopping,
dicing, grating and mixing to help
out."
"Not only do my family know on
a personal level how wonderful it is
to have a meal cooked for you when
you are in the house with a sick
child in the hospital down the road,
but doing this for others was a true
blessing for our children — service
to others is a gift I wanted to give
them. We received a lovely thank
you card from the families in the
house. It is the first time our group
has done this but it is unanimous
that we will be going back again
this year."
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Around the Parishes

Kerala on the Coast
On a sunny January evening, Greymouth's
Indian Community from Kerala held their
New Year celebrations.
The Mass at St Patrick's Church in
Greymouth was attended by some thirty
community members joined by five others
from Christchurch. The little Christchurch

contingent provided the music.
The singing was quite heavenly. Fr Francis
Jolly from St Mary's Hokitika celebrated the
Mass in the Malayalam language. All then
enjoyed a South Indian meal and partook
of games. Of course, it was a great Catholic
celebration.

“On your Bike,
Father”
In February, Timaru’s Fr
Joaquin Camano joined the
‘Brown Bears’ in the Annual
Charity Bike Ride around
South Canterbury. Their trip
left Timaru and headed to
Kurow, then Twizel and then
back to Timaru - a distance of
365kms. Fr Joaquin received
sponsorship of over $2,500 for
his ride. “Go Father!”
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St Peter’s Beckenham
celebrates 20 years with
the Passionist Family
Group Movement –
February 2016
Marie Gardener (left) and Elsma Moffitt
cut the celebration cake.

St Teresa's Goes to
the Cross
The Studio of Saint Philomena had
the great privilege of recently restoring
the Stations of the Cross at St Teresa's
in Ricccarton. The images had been
originally painted cream to match the
wall and were finished in a maroon rub.
They were old and cracked with much of
the finer plaster detail lost to historical
deterioration.
The Studio first removed all the old
paint and then etched in the detailing
lost from years of wear. Under the
guidance of the Community of Saint
John, the Stations were painted using
the traditional colours of the Church
to help people enter more fully into
the sacred mystery of Christ's Passion.
The Stations themselves contain many
biblical and theological references and
thereby become a tool for teaching and
evangelisation.
In the 10th station for example,
Christ is central. He is calm and serene
amongst the chaos that surrounds Him.
Christ is dressed in garments of red
and white; red signifying mercy and
white — purity. The gold on His garment
represents His Divinity. There is no
shadow around His garments and Body,
as He is heavenly. The halo in gold leaf
represents the uncreated light coming
from Christ. However, the halo itself is
smaller in this Station, compared to the
others, because as He gets closer to His
passion, His divinity is almost hidden —
"He had no form or comeliness that we
should look at Him, and no beauty that
we should desire Him" — Is. 53:2-3.
In the back left corner in green is
Caiaphas the high Priest who plotted to

have Christ killed. In the right corner,
a man prepares the vinegar that will
be given to Christ on the cross when
He cries "I thirst''. By his knee there
are three dice which are signifying
the Trinity. The dice show the number
seven; seven is the perfect number. The
dice have two matching 3s for the 33
years of Jesus on earth, and 1 for one
God.
In this Station, stripped of His
garments, Christ looks directly out at us
with a look of mercy and compassion.
Pope Francis said, "In every age, the
Church has called upon the arts to give
expression to the beauty of her faith and
to proclaim the Gospel message of the
grandeur of God's creation. This is what
the Studio of Saint Philomena has tried
to faithfully continue through these
Stations of the Cross.

Below: Bishop Emeritus Basil Meeking with
parish priest Fr Antoine Thomas CSJ and
the artist Damien Walker from the Studio of
Saint Philomena, after the blessing which
took place at Saint Teresa's in December.
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Religious

The End of an Era of Mercy
Sisters Monica Iredale and Rosemary O'Malley rsm were
farewelled at the 8.30am Mass on Sunday, 28 February 2016
at St Gregory's, Bishopdale. It was a sad day for all. The
Sisters of Mercy have been part of St Joseph's Parish, Papanui
since the late 1880's when they came to St Joseph's School
from St Mary's Convent in Colombo Street. They have been
greatly loved by the parishioners. Parish priest Fr John Adams

thanked the sisters for their work and contribution to parish
life over many years. Sister Monica Iredale replied, thanking
parishioners for their great kindness to the Sisters for many
decades. She assured the parish of the Sisters' prayers and
asked for their prayers in return.
The Sisters are leaving Papanui to take up residence at
Mercy House, Peer Street in Upper Riccarton.

"Let us thank God for the
past, let us trust him for
the future." Venerable Mary
Potter
The Little Company of Mary logo
depicts Mary at the foot of the cross
on Calvary. This is central to LCM
spirituality. The primary mission
continues through daily prayer and
where possible, a compassionate
presence with the suffering and
dying.
Last year the Sisters celebrated
100 years of LCM presence in
Christchurch. Since the sale of
Calvary and closure of the Mary
Potter Hospital, the Sisters are not
involved in Hospital ministry; 6
Sisters live at Caledonian Road and
Cobham Street.
Today the Sisters are involved in various ministries
with a particular focus on support for the aged. The Mary
Potter Community Centre is a multi-purpose facility where
Mass is celebrated and where activities for residents of
Mary Potter Courts and others are provided. It houses the
Regional Office and Archives and the venue is used by
other churches and groups.
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The Greater Company of Mary was part of the original
inspiration of our founder, Venerable Mary Potter.
LCM Associates and Affiliates share the Sisters' daily
prayer for the suffering and dying on the Calvaries of our
world.
There are 30 established flats on the Mary Potter site;
in response to a need, 12 additional flats were completed
towards the end of 2015.

RIP
Bishop Barry Jones
Pope Francis, on his
recent tour of Mexico
and the USA, said
priests and bishops
must be servants of the
people. They should
not regard their calling
as a career in which to
seek advancement and
notice.
As he spoke, a bishop
who personified this
ideal was dying, in faroff Christchurch, New
Zealand.
Bishop Barry Jones
was the servant-priest
that Pope Francis wants all
priests to be. He embodied the
humility and pastoral caring
implicit in the Pope's statement.
Bishop Barry's death on
February 13 followed weeks
of illness through which the
thousands of people he served
in the Christchurch Catholic
Diocese prayed for his recovery,
then mourned his passing.
A typical Kiwi kid, that was
the young Barry Jones. He was raised in
a house that his parents built by their
own hands during the war years, on a
no-exit street that led to Dudley Park in
Rangiora. It was a happy home, says his
younger brother, Father Allan Jones SM.
He adds that the identical twinship of

Rugby, cricket and other sports were
high among them. The neighbourhood
environment encouraged this. Their
street seldom saw a car and the local
kids joined in spirited games there and
on the park nearby.
They drew hockey lines in chalk on
the street. They strung a rope across
the street to form a tennis net. They
rough-and-tumbled in contact sports at
the park. In all this, the boy who would
become bishop showed great talent in
all ball games, able to bowl, catch and
bat; to kick, tackle and pass.
This developed a "sense of streetness",
Fr Allan says. Regardless of religious

his older brothers, Barry and Ray, was
very significant.
"They were a very tight unit," he
says. They were seldom referred to
individually; mostly as "the twins".
"They set the scene for the family.
They were the bow wave," Fr Allan says.
The twins had shared interests.

affiliations, the kids were all in this
together.
A religious environment nurtured
Bishop Barry too. His fellow pupils at St
Joseph's Primary School, in Rangiora,
formed a parallel circle of sporting
mates. This was extended later through
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an active parish youth club. He played
drums in the band at youth club dances
and took part in all social activities, Fr
Allan says.
Barry was a top-stream secondary
student at St Bede's College,
Christchurch. Latin and French
were favourite subjects and his love
of languages prompted him later to
learn Te Reo. He became fluent in the
language and was deeply respected by
the Maori community with whom he
worked extensively as a priest.
The daily trips to St Bede's were by
train, from Rangiora to Papanui station.
In carriages packed with students and
workers, Bishop Barry became matey
with boys from St Andrew's College
and Christchurch Boys' High School.
He played rugby with many of them for

the Rangiora club on Saturdays − and
sometimes against them for St Bede's
on Wednesdays.
Fr Allan says his brother's easy
mixing with these lads, just as with
his younger street mates, must have
inspired his interest in ecumenism.
He remained in contact with many
of them, even into his last months.
Bigotry had no place among them. His
identity as a Catholic was important to
him but the varying faiths of his friends
"merged as salt in water".
The work ethic, which those close
to Bishop Barry often mention, began
early also. In the May school holidays,
for several years, he put in whole days
picking spuds. Over the long Christmas
holidays he worked at the Rangiora
Farmers Cooperative, progressing from
cleaning the back store, to serving
petrol, to delivering groceries by van all
around North Canterbury.
He continued this work after leaving
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school and starting studies for the
priesthood at Holy Name Seminary,
Riccarton, in 1960. Getting to know his
customers on the grocery run boosted
his interest in people, Fr Allan says.
He completed his studies at Holy Cross
College, Mosgiel, and was ordained a
priest at Rangiora in 1966.
Bishop Barry served in a dozen
parishes throughout the diocese, in
Canterbury and on the West Coast. He
was appointed to specialist pastoral
positions, including ecumenism,
Maori welfare, hospice chaplaincy and
cathedral administration. He became
Coadjutor Bishop in 2006 and was
installed as Bishop of Christchurch a
year later.
Meanwhile, twin-brother Ray had
launched a career in banking with ANZ.
This separated the twins physically
but barely a day passed without their
making contact, by phone and later by
text.
The family was always close. Bishop
Barry always called Fr Allan, six years
his junior, "Old son". It was "a term of
affection", Fr Allan says.
The bishop and his people also were
close. For the motto on his coat of
arms he chose the quote from the Book
of Psalms: "The Lord delights in His
people.”

"His key thing was the people — and
how do we help them," Fr Allan says.
"He was a humble and pastoral bishop,”
Most Reverend Barry Philip Jones,
DD, born Rangiora, August 29, 1941;
died Christchurch, February 13, 2016.
Pre-deceased by parents Harry and Ellen
and brother Paul; survived by brothers
Ray and Allan and sister Anne.
By Michael Crean

The homily delivered by Emeritus
Bishop of Christchurch, the Most Rev
Basil Meeking at the Requiem Mass
Barry Philip Jones has been the
Catholic Bishop of Christchurch for
over nine years. He will be remembered
by us as a man of integrity, who filled
the episcopal office with honour,
who in demanding times gave sound
leadership to the Catholic community,
who was a respected representative of
the Catholic Church in Canterbury and
Westland and who has left a worthy
heritage of faith, of priestly zeal and of
Christian life.
Back in the 3rd century AD,
Hippolytus who was a theologian and a
bishop wrote about what it means to be
a bishop: he said "We are the successors
of the apostles to whom it has been
given to participate in their self same
grace of priesthood and teaching and
to be the guardians of the Church."
With Christ, the Lord, the apostles
had been the founders of the Church.
Aidan Nichols, an English Dominican
theologian much appreciated by Bishop
Jones once wrote: "The successors of
the apostles, the Pope and the bishops
do not 'replace' the apostles; they 'stand
in' for them. They ensure the presence
of the apostles in the same ministry
received from Christ."
A bishop has a threefold office which
is essential for the Catholic Church. He
is ordained for the office of sanctifying
the faithful through the Mass and
the sacraments: he is ordained for the
office of teaching, handing on the faith

revealed by Christ; he is ordained for
the office of governing that part of the
Church entrusted to him; and with all
the bishops under the Pope, he shares
responsibility for the whole Church.
All of that tells us it is a demanding
office. That is why today we are
celebrating this Requiem Mass for the
repose of the soul of Bishop Barry. He
died at what these days is the early age
of 74, literally worn out because of the

Canterbury, and as he did so he would
look appreciatively at the growing
number of vineyards; he was something
of a connoisseur of their produce. His
parents, Harry and Ella, were faithful
members of the Rangiora parish and
Barry was baptised in the parish church.
Along with his brothers, Father Alan,
Ray his twin and his sister Pauline, he
went to the parish school and then later
to St Bede's College which continued to

wholehearted and untiring manner in
which he gave himself to the episcopal
office.
Barry Jones was born in 1941 in
Rangiora, a place to which he was
deeply attached. Until the last couple
of years, his idea of a day off was
to bike around back roads of North

have a place in his affection. When he
discerned a vocation to the priesthood
he went to Holy Name Seminary in
Christchurch and then to Holy Cross
College, Mosgiel. On 4th July 1966
he was ordained to the priesthood by
Bishop Brian Ashby.
Father Barry Jones was essentially a
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pastor. You've only
to see the list of
his assignments
to realise that;
significantly, a
number that he
accepted were
places where,
at the time, the
life and unity
of that parish
community needed
some renewal or
consolidation. His
first appointment
was to Timaru
North as assistant
priest; next to the
Cathedral, and then to Greymouth; In
1975 he became parish priest of Kumara,
then of Akaroa where he remained until,
in 1982, he accepted to become Chaplain
to the Catholic Maori People in the
diocese, ministering at Te Rangi Marie,
the Catholic Maori Centre. He was there
for ten years and gave himself heart and
soul to that work. He became fluent in
the Maori language, able to preach and
celebrate the liturgy in it and to take full
part in many cultural events.
When Pope St John Paul II published
an important apostolic exhortation on
formation for the priesthood the time

seemed right to offer pre-seminary
formation in the diocese. In 1993 Father
Barry accepted responsibility for Good
Shepherd House and the pre-seminary
program where he did a fine job. That
was recognised when in 1994 he was
made a Prelate of Honour of the Holy
Father with the title of Monsignor. Then
in 1998 back to parish life; he took
over Riccarton parish, Bryndwr, then
the Cathedral and in 2006 Greymouth.
He was one of the bishop's consultors
and carried a considerable number of
diocesan responsibilities, too many
to list now. With all that pastoral
experience the next step in his life was a
logical one.
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together with a deepened sense of unity
and an occasion of joy to Bishop Barry.
He was fully aware that, as well as
the liturgy, the life of faith depends on
a devotional life of prayer and spiritual
exercises; very close to his heart and
surely the source of great blessings
for the diocese and for those who
take part in it has been the Perpetual
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,

On the feast of St Francis, 4th
October, 2006, Father Barry Jones was
consecrated as Coadjutor to Bishop
John Cunneen; on 4th May, 2007 he
was installed as the 9th Bishop of
Christchurch. Typical of the man and
the priest, he did not come with his
own agenda but he simply accepted, as
he always had, that this was one more
thing the Church was asking of him.
When first named bishop he said the
greatest challenge facing the Church is
that we live in a culture not friendly to
Christian faith; to be a Christian one has
now to be counter-cultural
The first task the Church sets for a
bishop is the
sanctification
and salvation
of souls. So
Bishop Barry
is known to
us his priests
and people as
our high priest
standing at the
altar and in the
pulpit of the
Cathedral and
in our parish
churches. He
celebrated the
liturgy, the Mass and the sacraments,
with evident devotion, always faithful
to the Church's directives, an example
to his priests; we priests can be grateful
for the friendly reminders he used to
give us in his regular clergy letters about
liturgical matters needing attention.
He was able to introduce the new
translation of the 3rd typical edition of
the Roman Missal in a manner that won
the cooperation of priests and people
and has borne good fruit. For many
of us, priests and people, an abiding
memory will be of participating in the
Mass with him at the great gathering for
the Faithfest in 2013 , the Year of Faith,
an occasion that brought our diocese

which he established and which goes
on every day and night in the church
at Bishopdale. He encouraged too
observance of Divine Mercy Sunday,
the charismatic movement, and always
devotion to Mary, as he led the annual
Marian procession, and in his frequent
public use of the prayer that had become
part of his life when a schoolboy at St
Bede's, the Sub Tuum: "We fly to thy
patronage, O holy Mother of God". He
gave active support to the Carmelite
Sisters in their contemplative life and
in their recent celebration of the 500th
anniversary of their foundress, St Teresa
of Avila; fittingly his body was taken
to the Carmelite monastery so that the
Sisters might farewell him at a Requiem
Mass on Wednesday.. He gave support
most recently to all the religious of the
diocese in promoting observance of
the Year of Consecrated Life.. He had
shown practical sympathy too for the
desire of a number of religious and the
lay faithful to have a diocesan retreat
house, an initiative already in the
hands of the Sisters of the Beatitudes
and the Secular Carmelites. He had
welcomed to the diocese, the priests of
the Community of St John who do good
work in the Tertiary Chaplaincy and St
Teresa's Parish. Then there are the Sons

of the Redeemer whom, after necessary
adjustments, he authorised to provide
the Extraordinary Form of the Mass in
the diocese and to ensure that it has
its place in the worship of the Church.
Further, he has brought a number of
priests from India and the Philippines
to staff parishes which they are doing
generously and they are now valued
members of our presbyterate. Then he

in Idris Road and helped ensure the full
independence and functioning of that
centre. Quite recently he has promoted
submissions to the Health Select
committee of Parliament on euthanasia.
He has taken a full part both
nationally and locally in ecumenism,
being moderator of the Bishops
Committee on Ecumenism, moderator
of the New Zealand Anglican/Roman
Catholic dialogue and in Christchurch
he has regularly taken part in joint
prayer with representatives of the
Anglican Church. Here too he has
continued to be a teacher, recently
noting the need to be realistic and
to recognise that other Christian
communities are as yet only partly in
communion with the Catholic Church;
the goal has yet to be achieved.
Back in the ferment of the 1960s

Bishop Barry as a young priest had
developed a strong concern for justice
and peace, with all the enthusiasm of
those days. As his appreciation of the
social teaching of the Church matured,
he made the work of the diocesan
Commission for Justice and Peace an
integral part of his ministry. As a bishop,
more than ever he saw the need to keep
alive in our country a respect for the
human person and for the rights which
flow from it and which are demanded
by the moral teaching of the Church;
political and social action can be fully
adequate only when they are rooted in
faith and in the worship of God.
In view of his devoted ministry as
pastor of the diocesan Catholic Maori
Centre, Te Rangi Marie, it made sense
that he should again for a number of
years serve the Catholic Maori People

has obtained from Vietnam a number of
young men to train for the priesthood
in Holy Cross seminary, in Auckland.
The first three of them were ordained as
priests of this diocese before Christmas;
they are a gift to the diocese.
In the Catholic Church the Bishop
is the teacher of the faith. Looking
back one can see that Bishop Barry had
unknowingly prepared for this in the
study and reflection he had done in the
years when he was responsible for the
preparation of students for the seminary
at Good Shepherd House. So he has
consistently provided ongoing formation
for the priests with regular study days
and with reliable visiting scholars. He
has been close to the Catholic Education
Office and to the Catholic schools of the
diocese which he has visited regularly
and he has taken a full part in national
education events. Then there have been
the initiatives such as the Catholic
Youth Team Mission which has had his
support, as have initiatives to ensure
that pupils of Catholic schools receive
sacramental initiation.
For Bishop Barry the pro-life
movement has been of major
importance for understanding and
practising the faith. So he has been close
to the Pope John Paul II Centre for life
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as the episcopal deputy for Te Runanga
of New Zealand; and it was fitting that
on Wednesday his body was taken to Te
Rangi Marie for a last farewell.
Inevitably a large amount of a bishop's
ministry is taken up by the governance
of the diocese. Bishop Barry had a
strong sense of the need for good order
if the Church is to care for the spiritual
needs of her members and to engage
in her mission to spread the faith. He
was motivated by the conviction that
all Catholics including the bishop are
subject to the law of the Church; he saw
himself as the servant or the steward
of God's Church never her owner; he
knew he had to be an obedient man
himself if he were to require obedience
from others. In applying the law he was
fair, reasonable and equitable. The great
bishop of North Africa in the 5th century
AD, St Augustine, once said a bishop has
to be aware that certain situations can
be resolved by teaching rather than by
commands, by admonition rather than
threats. Bishop Barry had this awareness
and it enabled him to harmonise a
ministry of mercy with the authority of
governance, meekness with strength,
pardon with justice.
Bishop Barry's administration faced
two massive challenges. First, in face
of diminishing numbers of practical
Catholics and of resources, there was the
need to consolidate. This meant closing
some parishes and combining others.
Yet with his careful planning, with the
help of diocesan staff and volunteers,
with good consultation, acting with
transparency and patience, he brought
it off without causing division in the
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diocese or notable dissatisfaction.
Then closely following that, he was
faced with the major disruption of the
whole city and part of the province by
the earthquakes of 2010 and 2011 and
their aftermath. His quiet confidence
and his constant presence in the diocese
meant a great deal for people's morale
at a most difficult and trying time.
He had to face the destruction of the
Cathedral and other churches and
much diocesan property. It has been
an enormous burden not least because
assessing damage and possibilities of
reconstruction could happen only slowly
because the whole city was paralysed..
However he moved carefully and with
the help of priests and people and parish
and diocesan structures. A big step
was taken when he issued directives
on church building and furnishing for
the use of priests, parish councils and
architects. Then with the help of the
Cathedral Management Board and
staff of the diocesan office a plan was
proposed for rescuing the nave of the
Cathedral as part of a possible wider
restoration of the whole building.
Bishop Barry's decision to undertake
this investigation has been generally
reassuring to Catholic people and indeed
to the citizens of Christchurch.
Bishop Barry Philip Jones was a
good man, a good priest and a faithful
and diligent shepherd of Christ's flock;
we shall cherish his memory, not least
because he has bequeathed to us a
peaceful and orderly diocese with
justified hopes for the future. As we
commend his dear soul to the mercy of
God, we give heartfelt thanks for his life,
for his ministry and for his friends.
The Most Revd Basil Meeking
Bishop Emeritus of Christchurch.

A vivid memory of mine is a St
Mary's College fifth form retreat
at Woodend Camp in about
1978. School chaplain, Fr Barry
astonished Sr Farida and me. The
retreat would be on the Rosary.
Ever an insightful teacher, he went
to the heart of the matter. In three
sessions, each on a Joyful Mystery,
it was about God, about Jesus and
linked with life-focused questions
such as: If I was lost, who would
I want to find me? Huddled in
threes, the girls reflected, then,
prayed that Joyful Mystery with
plastic beads he had purchased
from Catholic Supplies.
Over four decades, we had
robust discussions over books
we read. These ranged from
Miranda's Marx and the Bible,
Catholic Social Teaching, poetry of
Baxter and Hopkins, and Benedict
XVI's writings on faith, science
and the environment. I attended
weekly Te Reo Maori classes at
Te Rangimarie. Pa Barry had us
translate the next Sunday's Gospel
from our Maori Bibles.
We had a shared interest in
growing vegetables. A way to
contribute to how you want the
world to be — people connected
to the soil and growing their food
— Fr Barry told me years ago. We
"inspected" the progress of each
other's garden. His was tilled with
his father's rotary hoe. Bishop
Barry suggested that I plant the
red rascals he had sprouting and
was unable to plant because of
illness. Those potatoes flowered in
the week he died.
E hoa, kia okioki koe i runga i te
rangimarie.
Sr. Kathleen Rushton RSM

The Delighting Bishop
In December 2014 as parish priest of the Chatham Islands, I
accompanied Bishop Barry on his first pastoral visitation to the
most remote parish in the diocese. The people of the
islands have a strong sense of their Christchurch
diocesan identity and therefore they eagerly
anticipated the bishop's visit.
Immediately Bishop Barry landed at the Chathams
airstrip, the people embraced him as both bishop and
fellow disciple. From the first welcoming call of the
marae welcome, to Masses, home visits, baptisms, first
communions, confirmations on both Chatham and
Pitt islands, from Waitangi, to Te One, from Owenga
to distant Kaingaroa, and from Flower Pot across
Pitt Island to North Head, Bishop Barry delighted in
serving as rural pastor. He even insisted on opening
the gates across the rugged farm tracks of Pitt Island.
In parishioners' homes throughout the parish the
bishop was at ease chatting with the locals about any
local concern. With the children at Kaingaroa during
the baptism in the schoolroom he played popping
his mitre from flat to upright to their amazement
and delight. As he finished pouring water to baptise
one child he, with full evangelising fervour, called "Anyone else?"
And so two baptisms became four with a confirmation. The people
were delighted. They knew that he loved them. Bishop Barry was
delighting in his people.
On the one-hour mid-evening shingle-road drive from Kaingaroa
back to Waitangi he said to me, "I hope you have a beer in the
fridge." I knew that I didn't but as soon as we arrived home I
knocked on the neighbours' door to say that my friend and I were
desperate for a beer and did she have any to spare. The ice-cold
Lion Red was godly nectar after a long day in the vineyard and
Bishop Barry often later reminded me of the beauty of the moment.
May the soul of our chief pastor, Bishop Barry Jones, rest in
peace.
John C. O'Connor, Parish Priest, St. Therese of Lisieux, Chatham Islands
and Good Shepherd Hurunui.

Pihopa Barry Jones
I knew that Pihopa Barry was dying but did not
anticipate the physical impact that the news of his death
created in me. His loss felt very personal and, as happens
at such times, brought up a flood of memories, across 44
years.
When Pa Barry, as he became known, was established
as the Priest to Te Rangimarie Centre, he began a
long ministry to maori. Ray, my husband and I, with
our children, felt enriched by having a 'foot' in two
worshipping communities, New Brighton Parish and Te
Rangimarie Centre. The learning curve was huge and
those were blessed years.
When he began, Barry knew little Reo but was
determined to learn. Scuttlebuttt has it that he was
clearly struggling the first time he was called out to a
Tangi. From then on he would take a Kuia with him as a
wise and warm support person.
He decided to offer lessons in Te Reo to others in
Ministry. I was lucky enough to be in the group. We
met in his flat at the back of the Centre, and had as
homework to translate the Gospel for the following
Sunday from Te Reo to English, quite a task! For me the
unexpected benefit of this was the insights we received
into the maori cultural mindframe. The wording of the

Gospels in Te Reo often conveys a different cultural scenario
than does its translation into English. Same message but
different contextual reality! One day we congratulated
Barry on his extensive knowledge of Te Reo, and then were
amused to learn that he was only ever one lesson ahead of
us. We stimulated his learning curve.
Barry always had a heart for prison inmates, and would
bring a group from Te Rangimarie out to a prison to support
his celebration of the Mass. Inmates at Christchurch
Women's Prison asked me if I would arrange for a Mass in
maori to be provided. Pa Barry agreed, but stipulated that
the prisoners plan the readers, the music and the prayers
of the faithful. This they did with aplomb, and when Mass
was concluded they invited the visitors to share morning
tea with them. A corridor in the prison was the venue, and
the women with great aroha performed Kapa Haka for their
guests. I have seldom been so moved in the prison, the
whole morning was a beautiful spiritual event.
As a Bishop, Pihopa Barry maintained his special interest
in Prison Chaplaincy. He was the Conference of Bishops
representative to the National Chaplaincy Board for some
years and was a personal supporter of Chaplains.
I shall miss him.
Mary Kamo
Chaplain Christchurch Womens’ Prison
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What I remember Bishop Barry
for was his humbleness, his
gentleness and his great faith.
I loved it when we had a staff
Mass and Bishop was available
to say the Mass: his short
homilies were succinct and to
the point and I certainly always
felt that what he said applied to
me directly. There was always a
lovely, peaceful, calm and holy
atmosphere when Bishop Barry
said Mass. At meetings Bishop
Barry often did not say a lot but
when he did it was always wise
and extremely relevant to the
topic under discussion.
In my farewell speech last
year I said to Bishop Barry that
I had loved working for him
and enjoyed the many good
discussions we had on rugby,
cricket and the pros and cons of
various types of apples. Bishop
Barry was a lot of fun, he was
a man I loved and I was always
proud to say that I worked for
Bishop Barry Jones, Bishop of the
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.
Donna Malone

Memories are made of this.........
Pa Barry — thoughtful, a quick wit,
great smile, a just and humble man,
wine connoisseur.
Favourite quote, "I love humanity,
Barbara — can't stand people!"
I could always go to him with all my
doubts and he would patiently listen,
crack a joke and bat them for a six. He
saw potential in me that I never saw and
encouraged me to extend myself and my
thinking — sometimes surprising the
both of us on the way.
"Barbara, you can handle this,"
he'd say and because he showed that
confidence in me, I did handle whatever
it was — mainly because I didn't want
to let him down!
He never forgot the people of Te
Rangimarie and they never forgot him.
My last memory of him in his capacity
as Bishop was his remarkable korero
at the mihi whakatau at Christchurch
Hospital when he commissioned the
Catholic Chaplain. I was so proud that

he was our Bishop.
He was my eldest daughter’s only
choice of a wedding celebrant and
she brought her future husband back
from Australia to meet him. Pa Barry
— who prepared them for marriage
via the internet and married them in
the Redemptorist Monastery in New
Brighton.
E Pa, e te pou tokomanawa e kore
rawa koe e warewaretia.
Moe mai, e Pa, moe mai i runga i te
aroha.
Barbara Te Miha, Te Rangimarie Centre
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When Mike Stopforth asked me to share
a personal memory of Bishop Barry, my
thoughts turned to one of the monthly
Masses that Bishop Barry would
celebrate for the diocesan staff in the
staffroom at Washington Way.
At this particular staff Mass, the
person who was to read was called away
and I was asked to read. Bishop Barry
was sitting, waiting for Mass to start,
when I went up to the lectern to check
the Lectionary. Bishop Barry then asked
me to sing the Gospel Acclamation. I
said, truthfully, that I cannot sing a note
and I didn't think that would be a good
idea! Bishop Barry, with a wry smile on
his face, said: "Ya wimp"! This exchange
epitomised Bishop Barry for me.
In a nutshell, I always liked to think
of Bishop Barry as one who embodied
the 3 Rs — not Reading wRiting
and aRithmetic, as one might expect
from an old teacher such as me; but
Relationships, Religion and Rugby. In
the above exchange Bishop Barry knew
me well and certainly knew that I would
not take offence at his comment! He
had a strong Relationship with me and
he was accurate in his description of
my timidity (albeit that I am an awful
singer!). Bishop Barry was simply laying
down a challenge for me and he, as
one who also did not have the greatest
singing voice, then stepped up to the
plate and sang the Gospel Acclamation
for us. Bishop Barry led by example.
Of course our exchange was just
before Mass; and the Mass lay at the
core of Bishop Barry's being as a Priest.
Bishop Barry was deeply committed to
his Religion, his Catholic Faith. Indeed,
he was a profoundly spiritual man who
greatly valued ecumenical dialogue.
After Mass, at morning tea,
Bishop Barry then engaged me in
a conversation about his beloved
Crusaders Rugby team. Bishop Barry, in
his younger days, was a talented rugby
and tennis player; he was a great all
round sportsperson.
Pope Francis, reflecting on the legacy
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, said this,
"The only power capable of conquering
the hearts of men and women is the
tenderness of God." Bishop Barry was
a man of personal integrity, a man
who cared, a man and pastor who was
close to people. May he rest in God's
everlasting Peace.
Mike Nolan, Manager Catholic Education
Office

For me, Bishop was very funny
and I miss our laughter together
in the office. One of his funniest
moments was when someone asked
me about him getting a mobility
card. We both agreed he was too
independent and probably wouldn't
be open to the idea but I like a
challenge. So I asked him and he
turned to me immediately with a
twinkle in his eye and said "You're
my mobility card".
I asked Bishop about what it was
like after the big earthquakes and
he said “We look after the people,
buildings can wait.”
In JJanuary last year. when it
was time for some priests to change
parishes, I asked him if the priests
always went where he wanted them
to and he replied "My priests always
obey me" which I thought was a
beautiful thing for a Bishop to say.
When I first started this job
nearly a year and a half ago, he said
to me "Just be yourself" and of the
staff he said "We are all on the same
team" and I remember those wise
words of his.
He didn't like being fussed over.
As a consequence I never made
him a coffee at work, he politely
declined each time I asked!
These are some of my moments
with him...
Brigid Marr, Bishop's PA

I first met Fr Barry as a young 15 year
old when he was the celebrant at my
sister's wedding in Hamilton. Little did I
know that some 20+ years later I would
be working for the Catholic Diocese of
Christchurch and alongside Monsignor
and later Bishop Barry.
Not long after I started working at
the diocese, I remember him inviting
me out to Good Shepherd House with
one of my team for morning tea. He
wanted us to have a look around and
get an understanding of what GSH
was all about. In his understated way
he was very proud of what they did.
He was very focussed on the formation
not only of the young men as potential
candidates for the seminary, but also
their formation as well rounded people,
with good life skills. He took great
delight in showing us his garden,
including the rose bush that had
accidentally been treated with Roundup!
It was slowly recovering!
Roll forward a few more years when
Msgr Barry became Bishop and I found
myself working more closely with him in
a professional capacity. Bishop Barry was
keen to gain an understanding of what
at times must have felt like a foreign
language to him within the diocesan
finances. He always listened to and
carefully considered all opinions before
making his decisions.
I will always remember Bishop Barry
as a very gracious, humble and faithfilled man. He cared very deeply for
everyone, loved his garden and sport,
and as often reflected in conversations
around the morning tea table, his sense
of humour was delightful. It has truly
been a pleasure to work with Bishop
Barry and he will be greatly missed at
Cathedral House. Rest in Peace.
Janice Rennell
Manager — Finance and Support Services
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When asked if I would like to write a few words about
my relationship with Bishop Barry, I thought it best to
use what I said to him at my farewell in October 2014.
Therefore I quote:
"Bishop Barry, I recall well the first time you
came into the office as "Boy Bishop Barry" after the
announcement that you were to be the Coadjutor Bishop
of Christchurch. You looked a bit nervous, and, to be
honest, I was very nervous. Whilst we worked together
on the Commission for Justice and Peace, we didn't
know each other that well. It didn't take long for us to
establish a working relationship, nor did it take long for
me to admire your gentleness, your willingness to listen,
which I experienced first-hand, your humbleness, your
readiness to seek advice and then make a decision, your
explanations of the Maori language, you're a wordsmith
and love catching me out on my spelling, your sense of
justice for all and of course your love of Church and your
desire that the people of your flock get to experience
Her in the best possible way. I know I have crossed the
line on occasions but you have never pulled me up on
it. I was pretty upset when you had your stroke "two
bishops, two strokes" wasn't a great feeling and I was
deeply touched when you regarded me as family during
that time and very thankful that you recovered to return
to the helm reasonably soon. I have enjoyed working for
you and don't regard it as a job, rather a privilege. I will
miss our working relationship but regard you as a friend
and Graham and I look forward to maintaining that
friendship with you and I ask God's blessings on you
as you celebrate the 8th Anniversary of your Episcopal
Ordination tomorrow."
Since I finished work Graham and I have enjoyed
Bishop's company on a number of occasions and there
were many phone chats or texts in that time. He gave
of his all to his ministry and whilst I, like many, will
miss him dearly, I am pleased Bishop is relieved of his
suffering and is now at peace with the Lord. May God
grant him eternal rest.
Angela Woolstencroft

“In his recent
infirmity, he showed
me in abundance
his lifelong
characteristics of
steadfast optimism,
quiet determination,
and loyalty to his
Church, his friends
and his family.”
Mr Ray Jones, twin brother of
Bishop Barry Jones,
Vigil Mass, 18 February 2016

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office for
The Catholic Institute of Aotearoa, New Zealand

Do you want to learn more about your faith?
Looking for ongoing faith formation?
Courses coming up:

The Liturgical Year (Christchurch)
18 – 20 April

Introduction to Catholicism (Christchurch)
22 – 27 April

Introduction to the Old Testament (Christchurch)
3 May – 7 June

These courses course can be taken for NZQA credit
or for interest only.
For more information view the website
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/tci
or contact the coordinator phone 03-353 0751

email chch@tci.ac.nz
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Around the Parishes

"My House Shall Be Called a House Of Prayer
for all nations." Mk 11,17
Beautiful sacred music disposes Mass
attendees to listen in a respectful
silence and to have their hearts lifted
heavenward. Stations of the Cross
painted with spiritual depth dispose
people to contemplate the mystery of
the Passion. As to the new communion
rails: they restore a sense of the
sacredness of the sanctuary, especially

to non-Catholic visitors. They foster a
reverent attitude of mind and body in
those who approach the altar to receive
Jesus, hidden in the Blessed Sacrament.
Finally, since God wants to dwell
among us, it is essential to highlight

the Eucharistic Presence of Jesus. This
has been done at St Teresa’s by giving a
central position to the tabernacle with
the twelve indirect lights around it,
alluding to the twelve apostles of
Jesus. Fr Antoine Thomas CSJ

Mercy is Found at
Diamond Harbour
The Year of Mercy was beautifully
launched in the Ferrymead Parish
of Stella Maris. This parish includes
Diamond Harbour. St Andrew's
Community Church was home for a day
of prayer and
reflection,
exposition
and
reconciliation.
The
celebration of
the Eucharist
concluded the
day.
Around
thirty
members of
the parish
departed from
St Anne's Church Woolston, most of
them by way of the Black Cat launch.
After a stimulating and refreshing
harbour crossing, transport was
provided for the short trip up the hill
to the beautiful venue. The Diamond
Harbour parishioners were delighted
to welcome everyone. The sun shone
warmly all day and reminded us of the
warmth of the mercy and love of God
all around us.
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Around the Parishes

Question: "where to have our annual parish
picnic this year?"
Answer: "Phar Lap Racecourse of course.
Where else?"
On Sunday 14 February, Holy Family Parish
Timaru went to the races. Needless to say, only
after they had first been to Holy Mass, the
source and summit of their lives. In this other
very Catholic activity, The Parish sponsored
the 5th Race: "The Holy Family Parish Picnic
Race.”
Six parishioners join the owners and driver of
No8, Franco Harrington, the winner of the
Race, in the bird cage.

sages
Website meebsiste: www.chch.

w
The diocesan advertises events
z
.n
rg
.o
c
li
o
. As a
cath
in the diocese you are
ith
w
g
in
n
e
p
p
ha
up
l, or church gro
parish, schoo rtise events. You can
dve
welcome to a om the link on the home
t fr
n
ve
e
list your
vents’.
‘e
r
e
d
n
page u

RCIA Journey to the Church
Throughout the diocese, parishes and
some schools share in the ministry of
preparing people for initiation in the
Church. In February, Administrator of
the Diocese Fr Rick Loughnan celebrated
the next step on their journey. He heard
testimony to their readiness and he
called the Catechumens (those not

Left photo: George and Marie Macfarlane. Right photo: Des and Mary Boyle.
Also Jack O'Donnell (RIP)

December saw the retirement of some long-serving members of the Diocesan Finance Board.
They brought a considerable wealth of expertise to their respective roles from which the
Diocese has benefited directly. Their work was very much appreciated by Bishop Jones and
the Diocesan staff. We wish them every blessing and remain grateful for their work, time
and talent.
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yet baptised), to the sacraments of
initiation. These sacraments will be
celebrated in their respective parishes
at the Easter Vigil. Each Catechumen
signed the Book of the Elect as a sign of
desiring baptism.
We believe in one baptism . . . The
Church also recognised those already
baptised in other Christian faith
traditions who are preparing to join the
Catholic Church.
Formation for Parish RCIA leaders
begins in May and is offered through
the Catholic Education Office: wclark@
chch.catholic.org.nz 03-353-0758

In the Diocese
Ash Wednesday: Sharing the Desert
For many years, the Catholic Church
and the Anglican Communion have
sought ways to come closer together. In
New Zealand, Christchurch has often
led the way. Around both Christchurch
Dioceses, Catholic and Anglican
parishes come together every Ash
Wednesday to set out on the Lenten
journey.
The clergy, choirs and congregations
of our cathedral parishes met this year
in St Mary's Pro-Cathedral. We were
very aware that our bishop was gravely
ill and Bishop Victoria Matthews offered
prayer for him as part of the service.
For us, it is always a musical treat as we
hear the men and boys of Christchurch
Cathedral sing an Anglican chant Psalm
and an anthem. We are always aware
that, while there are theological matters
yet to be mutually agreed, there is so

much uniting us. Christ is at the Centre
and our prayer is liturgical. There is
always a challenge for Catholics on
Ash Wednesday, as our deepest desire
is to receive Christ, truly present in the
Eucharist. And yet, we need to seize
every opportunity to let Christians
of other traditions know we are with
them and that together, we are walking
towards the Lord.

The League Turns
Eighty
2016 is going to be a busy year for the
Catholic Women's League (CWL) as we
will be celebrating "80 Years of Faith and
Service" in the Christchurch Diocese.
Some Branches are also turning
milestones this year.
The beginning of March Diocesan
Conference was held at the Hornby
Working Men's Club. In July, we are
to host the National Conference of the
CWL. Members will be coming from all
Dioceses throughout New Zealand and
some members will travel from Australia
to attend. This is to be held at the
Chateau on the Park. We will be looking
forward to showing these ladies around
our broken city and highlighting the
new developments already started.
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Priestly O
Welcome – Ordinations 5/12/15
The following is the welcome given by Emeritus Bishop of
Christchurch, the Most Rev Basil Meeking.
An ordination to the priesthood is always a significant event
in a Catholic diocese. Today it is an event of magnitude for our
diocese of Christchurch as we ordain Deacon Do, Deacon Tien
and Deacon Thahn. They are from Vietnam and came to this
country to offer themselves for the priesthood. So they studied
English and have done the full course of seminary studies.
They bring to us something of the vitality and solidity of the
Catholic Church in Vietnam which, like precious metal, has
been refined in the fire of persecution.
Our gratitude to their parents who are here today, to the
Bishop of the diocese of Vinh, to the Catholic people of
Vietnam. It is especially

and two Carmelite Sisters to our diocese. He deserves our
gratitude as do those priests of this diocese who have helped
our deacons and other seminarians to settle into our diocese,
among them Father Simon Eccleton who, along with Father
Loughnan, the Vicar General, is concelebrating this Mass.
Father Binh, a cousin of Deacon Do is

also a concelebrant as is Father
Michael Gielen, director
of formation at Holy Cross
Seminary in Auckland. It is
a pleasure too that we have a
number of other Vietnamese
priests and faithful with us for
this Mass of Ordination.

Homily

significant
that Bishop Vien, auxiliary Bishop of the diocese of Vinh in
Vietnam, rector of that diocesan seminary and uncle of Deacon
Tien has come for the ordination and is concelebrating this
Mass. We are indeed grateful for that.
Bishop Barry Jones of Christchurch had looked forward
to this day with anticipation. He had authorised the coming
of our three deacons and of other seminary students from
Vietnam for our diocese. He has asked me to bring to the
ordinands his assurance of prayers and good wishes and his
greetings to all who are present on this happy occasion. Illness
prevents him from being with us today; as he recuperates, let
us keep him in our prayers and remember with gratitude his
pastoral wisdom which has made this ordination possible.
Nor would this day have been possible had it not been
for Monsignor Brendan Daly, the rector of Good Shepherd
College who is concelebrating this Mass. For thirty years he
has worked with Vietnamese Catholics living in New Zealand;
latterly he has masterminded and facilitated the coming
of these three deacons and other Vietnamese seminarians
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The following is the latter part of the
homily given by Emeritus Bishop
of Christchurch, the Most Rev Basil
Meeking.
Dear Deacon Do, dear Deacon
Tien, dear Deacon Thanh, for such
a ministry, you have to be men of
faith. Jesus continues to address
his word of salvation especially
through the mouths of his priests.
You have to be men of integral faith so that in hearing you,
everyone can recognise, without ambiguity or compromise,
the Word of God as it is given to the Church in the Scriptures
and in the Catholic Tradition of faith, this will be assured by
your sincere, confident adherence to the entire teaching of the
Church’s authentic magisterium which will show forth in your
preaching and in your sound catechesis. Make sure too that it
can always be understood by your people.
What you have to give is God’s truth, God’s wisdom. So
keep nourishing your own faith by personal prayer, by reading
sound theological and spiritual books; don’t give way to
incessant human activity which can leave you with an inner
emptiness.
It is essential that you be always aware whose sacramental
instrument you are. That means being united to Christ
through an intensely Eucharistic life, and through a
continuing inner conversion to Christ especially by your
frequent use of the sacrament of reconciliation. Then all your

Ordinations
activities for souls will be illuminated by the holiness of Christ
the Priest.
In a few days time, at the invitation of Pope Francis, the
Church begins a Year of Mercy. It is by the mercy of God that
you, his human creatures, are being so closely associated with
that mercy as you become sacramental instruments of the
salvation God offers to the human family in his Church. Those
who are poor must have a special place in your ministry; never
forget that your first task as priests is to liberate people from
the moral poverty of sin which is the greatest of misfortunes
because it breaks a person’s relationship with God and can
end in their loss of eternal life.
Be aware of your heavy responsibility for forming the
consciences of your people; here you may have to face the
widespread confusion between good and evil which at times

the world; yet it has too something of the glory of the risen
Christ who still carries his wounds. So it is the wounded
grandeur of a suffering servant. Never think it is humility to
try to escape the grandeur of your vocation; true, too much
emphasis on the grandeur can lead to a clericalism which can
corrupt your priestly service; but too little acknowledgement
of that grandeur leads to an institutionalised mediocrity
which is a parody of humility. Your calling is to carry the Cross
in love, obedience and purity of heart. With St Paul we priests
can boast only of our weakness which can serve to show the
strength Christ gives his servants. Ours is the Cross, his the
triumph.
Finally, dear Deacon Do, dear Deacon Tien and dear Deacon
Thanh I entrust you to the care of Mary, the Mother of God,
whom you know also as Our Lady of Levang. Because she is
Mother of Christ the Priest too, in times of joy and in times
of suffering, she will keep you close to her Son. It is your
privilege and task to nourish human souls with Christ. She
who once held him in her arms and
nourished him
will keep you
always aware
of what this
demands of you.
Always look
to Mary with
immense hope
and love and
you will be good
priests.

seems to enter the Church. Be generous in the time you
give to hearing confessions. In the Year of Mercy, an
important task in the parish to which you are assigned will be
to give a lead in the spiritual and corporal works of mercy; you
may have to begin by reminding people what those are.
Today you enter into a new and transforming relationship
with our Lord Jesus Christ that is symbolised as you are
clothed in the liturgical vestments of a priest. That is much
more than an old custom. Those vestments will signify
that you have put on Christ. From this time forward as you
celebrate the Mass and the sacraments, faithfully putting on
the vestments is like saying “Yes” to what priesthood demands
of you. You are likely to be more aware of this if every time
you celebrate the Mass you use the traditional prayers of the
Church for vesting. Then standing at the altar in the sacred
vestments will make visible to those present that through you,
and necessarily through you, the self offering of the faithful,
their spiritual sacrifice, can be made in union with Christ’s
perfect offering of the Cross to the Father in the Holy Spirit.
Remember the words of the holy priest, St John Vianney:
“The priest is a man who stands in for God, a man who is
vested with powers by God.” You will bring gifts to the world,
not earthly gifts, you will bring God. In the words of Pope St
John Paul, “From today you are to proclaim the presence of
Christ, embodying him and making him visible in the midst
of the flock entrusted to your care.” Remember too that there
will be no return to God without a return to the priest.
The priesthood is a wonderful and mysterious calling. It is
founded in the mystery of the Cross as it sets you apart from
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Schools
Luke Payne is College Captain
of Saint Thomas of Canterbury
College
"I have many aspirations and goals
for St Thomas' this year. I would like
to help bring the whole of Year 13
together to be role models for our
school. In doing this, students have
a place to learn and grow into St
Thomas' men. I want to give back to
St Thomas' and the wider Community.
Some activities we are planning include Shave for a Cure,
where the student leadership shave their heads to raise money
for and awareness of cancer. We are also setting up a donation
system within the school called "Coins for the City Mission".
This will give our St Thomas' community an opportunity
to support a ministry which helps those in need around
Christchurch. We want to leave our mark, a legacy that can be
remembered by future students and families of St Thomas'.

Liv Kerr is Head Girl at
Villa Maria College
"I am honoured to be entrusted
with the role of Head Girl at Villa
Maria College. In my role, I have
been given a platform to speak,
inspire, motivate and educate and
this year I intend to do all of those
things to the best of my ability."
"Mental health and service are the
two areas motivating me this year.
Mental health is extremely close
to my heart. Too many young
adults in our community are falling victim to what is going
on inside their heads. Service is also a passion of mine. I truly
believe that a life lived to serve others is a life lived well. I want
to extend my hand to the girls of Villa Maria College to come
with me on a journey of service to the community. These two
areas spark a passion in my heart."
"May every young Villa woman live a life enriched with mercy
values, wherever that life may take them."

Ben Whitmore is Head Boy
at John Paul II high school,
Greymouth

Online RE
In January, the Catholic Education Office (CEO) offered
Introduction to Religious Education, (RE 101) to
teachers in Catholic schools from the City and surrounds.
Teachers experienced course components such as History
of Catholic Education in Aotearoa New Zealand and
identifying what makes a school Catholic. This new
approach encourages deeper engagement with course
material and inter-disciplinary collaboration. Feedback
from the 80 plus teachers and principals who attended is
very encouraging.
Cushla O'Connor
Primary Schools Religious Education Adviser
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"I consider myself to be a sporty
person, playing pretty much
every sport available on the coast.
Competitive swimming, rugby and
league are my favourites. I attended
John Paul II since Year 9 and love the
school environment here. I would like
our school to be an even better place
for students and teachers alike. I also
have the privilege of being the son of a past head girl which is
a first in the history of John Paul II. This year's challenges will
be a great test for me to find out more about who I am."

Tammy Aihi is Head Girl at John Paul II High
School, Greymouth
"I am Tammy Aihi and I come
from Papua New Guinea. I have
been in New Zealand for five
years. My vision for this year is
to improve school involvement
in Kapa haka and especially in
our parish community. I would
like to encourage our students
to contribute to singing at Mass
and be more involved in House
activities.
Last year, a group of us were
given an opportunity to do voluntary work at Paul IV College
in Samoa, which has close ties with the Mercy Sisters. We
took donations and equipment to benefit their school. This
experience gave me a new appreciation of taking action and
being supportive of others. I hope to build on this conviction
throughout my year as Head Girl."

Hannah Everingham is Head
Girl, Marian College

Selestina Stowers is Head Girl at
Catholic Cathedral College

Hannah Everingham is a high achieving
student, embodying the College values
of dedication, concern for others and
commitment.
She is an active member of the
College Special Character committee
and as an Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion, assists priests in
administering the Blessed Sacrament to
her sisters in Christ.

Selestina
started at this
school in Year
9, transferring
from Bishop
Viard College
in Wellington.
She has a
wonderful,
friendly
disposition and
certainly reflects her Catholic faith in
all that she does. In 2015, she was part
of the immersion experience in Samoa.
She has developed her leadership skills
each year along with her willingness
to contribute in a variety of contexts.
Selestina has a genuine love for all
people and is so generous in her time
and desire to help others.An excellent
role model who clearly lives by faith.

Abby O'Brien is Head Girl at
Roncalli College
"For me, Roncalli is not just a school
but more of a family. Roncalli is a small
school of just over 500 students, so we
get to know each other extremely well.
We are also the only Catholic secondary
school in the South Canterbury district."
"The amazing opportunities I have
been presented with at Roncalli have
enabled me to learn and grow. My vision
for this year is to encourage students to
take a risk and step out of their comfort
zone and try something new, no matter
how small it is. Also to try and involve
as many of the students as possible in
different school events. My overall goal
for the year is to help students become
the best possible versions of themselves."

Jacob Mulholland is Head Boy at
Roncalli College
"To me, Roncalli is more than just a
school, it's a community. I began Roncalli
College as a year 9 student from St
Joseph's Primary School in Timaru. I
love my sports, especially captaining the
senior basketball team."
"I want to use my role as Head
Boy to show what Roncalli is like
as a school and how Roncalli has a
big sense of community throughout
Timaru. Being a part of Roncalli, we
really don't know how lucky we are.
Whenever someone comes into the
school, whether it be a new adult or new
student, they all comment on the warm,
supportive environment and welcoming
community. I am looking forward to my
leadership role this year and helping
to make Roncalli a school that is truly
outstanding."

Jerome Lao is Head Boy at
Cathedral College

"At Marian, our special Catholic
character creates the shared goodwill
that makes our school such a special
place, where everyone knows and
supports each other," says Hannah.
"The encouragement we give each other
creates such a strong sense of belonging
and connection. It makes you both
brave enough to get involved in every
opportunity that comes your way, as well
as incredibly grateful for the gift of being
part of a Catholic faith community."

Jerome was at
Sacred Heart
Primary school
Addington before
starting here in
Year 9. He comes
from a family
who value their
Catholic faith.
This upbringing
has ensured that Jerome lives and
breathes the special character of the
school. He loves the special family spirit
so evident here. Jerome is committed to
being the best leader he can be, inspired
by the servant-leader model epitomised
by Our Lord in the Gospels.
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Strength and Integrity
Go North
Among those farewelling Marian College Principal Anna
Heffernan at the end of 2015, were the Catholic secondary
principals of the Christchurch Diocese. Along with chairing
the National Association of Catholic Secondary School
Principals, Anna chaired our local Association for several
years. Anna really supported new principals as they moved
into school leadership. Reflecting the desire of the New
Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference and alongside her
colleagues, Anna developed and strengthened the network of
Catholic schools.
Over the five years since the Canterbury earthquakes, Anna
showed great strength and integrity, supporting Marian
College as it coped with site changes and uncertainty. We wish
Anna every blessing in her new role as Associate Principal of
St Dominic's College in Auckland.
The Principals, above from left to right: Deborah Brosnahan
(Villa Maria College), Kieran Stone (John Paul II High School,
Chris Comeau (Roncalli College), Justin Boyle (St Bede's
College) and Tony Shaw (Catholic Cathedral College) Absent:
Christine O'Neill (St Thomas of Canterbury College).

Pilgrimage, Service, Catechesis & Worship

World Youth Day in the South Island

29 July to 2 August 2016 will see Marian and Catholic Cathedral
Colleges host a companion event to World Youth Day in Krakow.
It is targeted at South Island Secondary Schools. We expect
240 students to converge in Christchurch for this event which
encompasses pilgrimage, service, catechesis and worship.
This event is a unique opportunity for those aged 16-18 years
from our Catholic communities to come together and share their
faith. Please keep these students in your prayers as they prepare
themselves for this journey. As we move closer to this event, we will
be asking for donations to ensure that costs are reduced for families
and to ensure no one is excluded from participating.
To keep up with what's happening, see our Facebook page: World
Youth Day 2016 Christchurch or #WYD16;CHCH.
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