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FROM THE BISHOP
E hoa ma, dear friends in Christ. There
has been much talk about Laudato si,
the recent encyclical of Pope Francis
on the care of our common home. He
links the degradation and exploitation
of the natural world, and its resources,
with the diminished awareness of God,
the creator all things, who has created
our world and entrusted it to us. In a
remarkable way, Pope Francis helps
us to see the interconnectedness of all
beings in the world. One of the remedies
he gives is that all people should pray
before every meal; thus honouring
God, who is the source of the gifts
of the natural world in which we live
and which sustains us. An ecumenical
meeting I attended recently looked at

the ways in
which Christian
groups hand on
the faith to the
next generation.
There was wide
agreement that
family prayer
is critical to
handing on the faith to children. I
encourage you all to pray at home, and
do not forget grace before meals.

Farewell! Donna Malone
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After many years serving
the Diocese and more
recently as PA to finance
manager, Paddy Beban,
Donna Malone retired
in June. At Donna’s
Cathedral House farewell,
Sr Eleanor Capper
commented in her
speech that “Donna’s
commitment to her
faith and her family is
legendary and she will
often comment that she
is a good pray-er, but
most especially in a crisis.
When Donna and Ray are
canonised as parents “par
excellence”, Donna will be
the best dressed saint in
heaven!
Every blessing, Donna,
for the future and I trust
that we will have many
opportunities to enter into
conspiracy over gardens,
roses, fashion, life in
general and (of course) the
Hello Magazine!”
Sr Eleanor Capper RSJ

Spring Issue 102.
SEPTEMBER 2015

NGA MIHI NUI FROM
THE EDITORIAL
DESK
Welcome to Inform Issue 102.
This issue covers the period
from late June through to
early September. While our
Diocese experienced some very
cold weather, I was on tour in
the UK and Ireland with our
Cathedral choir and orchestra.
(check us out on the back page).
Internationally during this time,
we saw the Greek financial crisis
and are very mindful of the
thousands of refugees entering
Europe. Locally, and covered in
this issue of Inform, we celebrate
the ordination of three of our
seminarians to the Transitional
Diaconate. We reflect on the
devastation brought about by the
earthquakes in Nepal. We also
enjoy the positivity of a Year 8
student recalling this year’s Mary
MacKillop day at their school.
Many thanks for your stories
and graphics. Please keep them
coming. In the words of our last
editor, Gerard Duignan, “Thanks
to all contributors to Inform…and
to you for reading it! Please pass
it on.”
In Christ,
Ken Joblin (Editor)
Zac Ashley (Assistant Editor)
Deadline for next issue: Friday 13
November 2015

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.
catholic.org.nz advertises events
happening within the diocese. As a
parish, school, or church group you are
welcome to advertise events. You can
list your event from the link on the home
page under ‘events’.

Bishop’s Pastoral Office
Diocese to Move
Forward with
Attempting to Save
our Cathedral Nave

1 September 2015
CERA has given its approval under
Section 38 of the Canterbury Earthquake
Recovery Act 2011 to deconstruct the
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament.
This approval means that the Diocese
can move forward with its plans to
carefully deconstruct badly damaged
parts of the church in order to take all
reasonable steps to save the nave of the
building. The deconstruction must be
in accordance with a demolition plan
put together by the Diocese and its
representatives which follows a 12 stage
“Test/Hold” process, where each stage
must be approved by CERA before work
commences.
Bishop Barry Jones says the staging
process is a positive way to move
forward ensuring the best future for the
Cathedral. “I am delighted to announce
today that I can move forward with
recovery plans for the Cathedral and
all parishes. CERA’s commissioning
of works gives the certainty needed to
begin the major programme of work
to repair, rebuild and strengthen those
buildings impacted by the Christchurch
earthquakes.”
Detailed engineering assessments
focussed on the retention of the nave
will commence later this year.
Lance Ryan, chairman of the
Cathedral Management Board says that
stage one, which is expected to take 12
months, will mostly consist of clearing

the areas around the nave so a fuller
investigation can be carried out on the
ground underneath. “Depending on the
outcome of those studies, we very much
hope that the beautiful nave can be
saved.” Costs to deconstruct the badly
damaged surrounds and to restore and
rebuild the nave and associated sections
are capped at $45 million.
The Diocese is seeking to fundraise
$15m in support of the plan. Keith Beal,
Property and Development Manager for
the Diocese, says this outcome means
that in addition to a number of smaller
schemes already underway across the
Diocese, some of the larger and more
complex ones will now commence.
“This is a significant decision and the
Diocese is grateful to CERA for the time
taken to give careful consideration to
its submission and the wider impact on
recovery for the Catholic communities
and the city of Christchurch. Adoption
of the 12 stage test/hold process will
ensure that the conditions placed upon
the Diocese will be comprehensively
monitored and complied with. On behalf
of the Bishop and the Diocesan team
I think it important to acknowledge
the work of Heritage New Zealand,
Christchurch City Council, Opus
Consulting, Sir Miles Warren and the
army of archaeologists, structural
engineers, legal and planning advisors
who helped identify all options.”
Once the deconstruction has been
completed and a full investigation
undertaken of the nave and the ground
conditions, the Diocese will be in a
better position to consult more widely
on the future of the Cathedral of the
Blessed Sacrament.

Deep personal
encounter with
Christ
Everything starts with prayer. Fr Jacques
Philippe of the Beatitudes writes that “all
the great spiritual renewals, and even the
renewals of society, begin by renewals of
prayer”.
30 June was the second anniversary of
the opening of the Perpetual Adoration
Chapel at St Gregory’s, Bishopdale. It is
a great grace that Perpetual Adoration
continues to go so well. Seventy people
attended our annual retreat, held on the
weekend after the anniversary. The theme
for the retreat was “Lord, teach us to
Pray”.
On the floor in front of the Monstrance
in the Perpetual Adoration Chapel, there
is a prayer intention box. Every week
hundreds of prayer intentions are placed
in this box. Each Monday morning
Bishop Barry Jones says Mass for all these
intentions. Why not pop into the chapel at
any time to place your intention in front
of Jesus Christ?
Each week many people pay a visit to
Jesus present in the Adoration Chapel.
An adoration chapel can only remain
open because of the generous adorers
who commit to adore for one hour per
week. We are always in need of more
adorers and more substitutes. Making
a commitment allows others the
opportunity to pop in whenever they want
to, to adore Christ and to grow in their
relationship with Him.
If you can help please contact me on 3667987 or e-mail me: moconnell@chch.
catholic.org.nz . Remember the Agony in
the Garden when Jesus invited His closest
friends to stay with Him while He prayed
to His Father and ours.
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Bishop’s Office
A 57-year
relationship ends
The National Science Foundation (NSF)
recently announced the end to a 57year relationship between the Diocese of
Christchurch Antarctic Chaplaincy and
the Antarctic Programme. For 57 years a
Protestant Chaplain from the US Military and
a Catholic Chaplain provided by the Diocese
of Christchurch have offered religious services,
personal counselling and individual support
for as many as 2,000 men and women
stationed at McMurdo and Amundsen-Scott
Stations and Scott Base at any one time. The
Chaplains have been aware for some time
of the declining religiosity of the Antarctic
population, and have made considerable
efforts to provide relevant and timely religious
opportunities to the population.
The Diocese has been proud to be able
to support this mission to the “ends of the
earth”, and is grateful for the services of
many Priests who have had the privilege to
serve the men and women of Antarctica. The

Joint bible campaign
set to launch

17 August 2015
The issues of poverty and justice are set
to be highlighted in the Catholic Church
throughout New Zealand in the coming
months. This is the result of a Poverty
and Justice Bible campaign, officially
launched by Cardinal John Dew in
Wellington earlier in September. to coincide with the start of Social Justice
Week.
The campaign, jointly developed by
Bible Society New Zealand and Caritas
Aotearoa New Zealand, centres around
a new catholic Poverty and Justice Bible.
This Bible includes more than 3,500
verses highlighting references to poverty
and justice, helping people understand
the call of Pope Francis to “give a voice
to the cry of the poor”. A practical NSRV
Bible, it also includes a section of studies
from the New Zealand Year 12 Religious
Education curriculum and Caritas
resources. This enables readers to better
understand the Church’s teaching on
poverty and justice.
This campaign was inspired by Pope
Francis. “Pope Francis is passionate
about people living the gospel of Jesus
and he has a deep concern for those who
suffer from injustice and live lives of
poverty,” says Cardinal Dew.
It is hoped Catholic parishes
throughout New Zealand will take up
the offer to participate in the campaign
in the coming months. Supported by the
New Zealand Bishops Conference, the
Poverty and Justice Bible campaign is
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also endorsed by Cardinal Peter Turkson,
President of the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace.
A practical aspect of the campaign
is the buy one/gift one option
which enables another Bible to be
automatically gifted to someone in
need when one Bible is purchased.
Cardinal Dew commented, “It’s been 50
years since the document Dei Verbum,
(The Word of God) was released. One
of the key messages of that document
was price should never be a barrier to
people having access to the scriptures,
to the Word of God.” There is also an
invitation to join a Poverty and Justice
Prayer Task Force and pray for a more
just New Zealand. Bible Society New
Zealand’s mission is to help create “easy
access to Sacred Scripture”, as called
for in Dei Verbum, and to enable greater
engagement with it.

Catholic Priests who served in Antarctica
have enjoyed the working relationship with
the National Science Foundation, the US
Antarctic Programme, and the US Military.
In 1957 Fr Ron O’Gorman followed by Fr
Ted Brosnahan were the first priests from
Christchurch Diocese to go to Antarctica. They
have been followed by more than a hundred
others from our Diocese, other New Zealand
Dioceses, overseas, and from religious orders
in New Zealand. Two of our priests, Gerry
Creagh and John Coleman were honoured by
having Antarctic geographical features named
after them.
I am most grateful for the service given by
all these priests to this mission to the “end
of the earth”, and know that we have been
enriched by the adventure and opportunities
this has offered.
The NSF has decided that for the future,
they will have only one interdenominational
Military Chaplain on the ice, who from
time to time may be a US Catholic Military
Chaplain.
Fr Dan Doyle,
Antarctic Chaplaincy Coordinator

Bishop’s Office
New Zealand Catholic Bishops
offer options and support
for increasing refugee intake
4 September 2015

Government should not ‘wash
its hands’ of Easter trading
concerns
Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand says the Government is failing
to protect much needed family time together on one of our
few remaining shop-free days. Caritas Director Julianne
Hickey says the Catholic social justice agency is surprised and
appalled by the proposed legislation, as it will impact most
on working families. “We know from long experience how
precious our few remaining shop-free days are for families and
communities. There are a range of activities that take place
at Easter because most New Zealand workers are guaranteed
time off work — including church activities, but also sports
tournaments, school reunions, hui, unveilings and other
marae gatherings,” says Mrs Hickey.
“Once shops are open,” Mrs Hickey says, “many retail
workers and others such as cleaners and security workers will
end up working whether they want to or not.”
“For those experiencing financial pressure, families and
communities will be deprived of their presence, and our
whole society will be the poorer for it. Giving more choice to
businesses takes away choice from working families and it
impoverishes communities,” says Mrs Hickey.
“We have a very long track record of submitting and
commenting on proposed changes to Easter trading hours.
However, there has been no consultation with Churches or
unions on this proposed legislation.”
Over the past 25 years there have been more than 10
attempts to make changes to Easter trading laws, each of
which has been defeated as New Zealanders have consistently
expressed their views on the matter. Mrs Hickey points out
that a number of National Members of Parliament have a
record of voting against liberalisation of Easter trading hours
in conscience votes, including the sponsor of this Bill —
Workplace Relations and Safety Minister Michael Woodhouse.
“We are concerned and disappointed that now this is
introduced as a government bill, rather than a private
member’s bill, a number of government MP’s will be required
to vote against their conscience.
Although some businesses have expressed a desire for more
commercial activity at Easter, Mrs Hickey said it is the most
vulnerable workers with the fewest choices who should be the
focus of debate around this bill.
“Easter is one of the few times of the year when many
families and communities are guaranteed important
time together. We should be supporting that, rather than
undermining it and moving further towards a consumerist
lifestyle which Pope Francis has warned against,” says Mrs
Hickey.

The Catholic bishops have expressed support for
increasing the refugee quota. Speaking on behalf of
the bishops, says Cardinal John Dew. “The escalating
numbers of refugees globally constitutes a crisis which
no nation committed to human rights can ignore. We
urge the Government to think deeply about how New
Zealand might provide a response which reflects the
generosity of New Zealanders,” said Cardinal Dew. He
goes on to say, “The refugees on Nauru took similar
journeys to the Syrians currently making their way across
Europe. We need to be aware of the needs of all refugees,
both those now on our television screens and those who
are less visible in camps around the world.”
“Our Catholic community were involved in supporting
the Polish refugees who came to New Zealand after
World War II. Many of the 250 Catholic parishes across
New Zealand have a long history of supporting quota
refugees resettling in New Zealand and helping with the
family reunification process.”
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Bishop’s Office
A great outpouring of grace
for the Christchurch Diocese
The ordination to the diaconate of Deacons Tien Cao, Do
Nguyen and Thanh Tran on 27 June was a wonderful occasion
for them and the diocese. The Pro-Cathedral was full for the
very uplifting celebration. It would have been many years
since our bishop ordained more than one candidate for the
diaconate in one ordination ceremony.
The new deacons arrived in Christchurch in July 2008 with
Huynh Tran, who is on Pastoral Placement in Ashburton this
year.
They have all come a long way since December 2007
when I first met them in Vietnam. The original group to be
interviewed were Tien, Thanh, Huynh and another candidate.
But just before I left, something came to light about him, so he
was replaced by Do.
I first got permission to take them to New Zealand from the
Bishop of Vinh, in the north of Vietnam. Then I had to see
their parents in Quang Binh province. I thought that it was
a simple meet and greet occasion. However, the first parents
were Do’s parents. His mother was in traditional dress and his
father was formally dressed. Do’s father made a very formal
statement “I give you permission to take my son to New
Zealand,” and I realised how serious this was. It was a little
akin to arranged marriages which used to be common before
the fall of Saigon in 1975.
Then I saw the other parents. I was worried about taking
Tien since his mother was a widow. I drove with a priest to
Hue to see Do at university there. The travel took me through
the old demilitarised zone where there were thousands of
American graves. At Hue, I met with Do who was to finish
his engineering degree in 6 months’ time. The priest was a
spiritual father for some aspirants to become religious sisters
so we all had a few meals together.
From Hue, I went to Nha Trang to see Tien who was doing
a degree as a translator. Then I saw Thanh and Huynh in Ho
Chi Minh City. After I saw Bishop Barry Jones back in New
Zealand, they started the process of getting visas to come.
Then I returned to Vietnam in June 2008 to collect them.
I will never forget the departure at Ho Chi Minh. Some
things were funny. A couple of women students who studied
with Tien presented him with Miss World teashirts since
the competition had just taken place in Nha Trang and the
students had been translators. Thanh and Tien had less than 5
kg of luggage. When we went to get our boarding passes, three
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of us got passes and then the airline screen said for two of
them “Do not allow them to board.” An hour before the plane
left, one got his pass, and I thought that we were not bringing
Do. But he got his boarding pass as we got on the plane. Then
at Kuala Lumpur airport in transit to Auckland, because of the
trouble in Ho Chi Minh, we were separately interviewed by
security police.
Since then there has been a lot of hard work learning
English and managing their studies. Their ordination to
priesthood in December will be a great boost for our diocese.
Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare for priestly
ordination.
Mons Brendan Daly

Bishop’s Office
“The Church exists to
Evangelise”
As part of the Bishop’s Pastoral Office formation
programme, Matt O’Connell has been giving a 90
minute session on Evangelisation in parishes. So far he
has spoken in seven parishes this year and would be
very happy to speak at more. Here are some of the key
messages he shares.
1. Pope Francis said recently that the second Vatican
Council was about “proclaiming the gospel in a new way
— a new phase — a fresh undertaking to bear witness
with greater enthusiasm and conviction”. There has been
a great emphasis on evangelisation in the last 50 years.
Pope Francis is now calling on the church to “embark
upon a new chapter of evangelization marked by ... joy”.
2. “All of us are asked to obey His call to go forth
from our own comfort zone in order to reach all the
‘peripheries’ in need of the light of the Gospel” — Pope
Francis.
3. Evangelisation is the effort to proclaim the Gospel,
the Good News, of Jesus Christ, to all the world. Why?
Because it is a service rendered to humanity; our complete
fulfilment can only be found in Jesus. “It is Jesus you
seek when you dream of happiness” — Pope John Paul II.
4. Every person has the right to hear the Gospel message
— The church proposes the faith but never imposes it.
5. Jesus, before he ascended to His Father, gave the
Church the great missionary mandate — “Go, therefore,
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you. And behold I am with you all days even
to the consummation of the world.”
6. “I sense that the moment has come to commit all
of the Church’s energies to the New Evangelization. No
believer in Christ, no institution of the Church, can avoid
this supreme duty: to proclaim Christ to all peoples.”
— Pope John Paul II. Pope Francis says that in every
activity a parish ... must always be seeking to evangelise
and to train its members to be evangelisers.
The diocese can help in many different ways. For more,
please contact Matt on 03-366-9869 or e-mail him on
moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz.

Catholic Social Services thanks
Cantabrians
For many years our Catholic Social Services has supported
people in need and, over the last year, they strengthened
support of the Catholic community in Christchurch.
“We set up an outreach team of two counsellors who
contacted and visited schools, offering a presentation of our
full range of services,” said Catholic Social Services Manager,
John Brian. “We are a direct contact for referrals coming from
our schools, an efficient and viable way to act fast if needed,”
he went on to say.
“Several families and staff from a number of schools used
our agency’s services as well as school counsellors and social
workers, be it to organise group courses for pupils, (with
grief being sadly a wide-spread issue), present seminars on
attachment for parents, and many more. The agency also
supported the counselling team of a college, with a counsellor
on site for two terms due to the case-load.” Said Mr Brian.
“We acknowledge with gratitude the generous support
received from the Catholic community in Canterbury. It is
indeed humbling to see generous, caring people helping out
with constant donations over many, many years. I think
of parish representatives, who bring food to our foodbank,
(sometimes on ice-cold days), and general support and prayers
for our work from parishes. Investing in service to others is a
very good choice and a great way to put one’s faith to work,”
he said.
Catholic Social Services is at Matthew Brodie House, 336
Cashel Street, Christchurch. Phone: 03-379-0012. Email c.s.s@
clear.net.nz Visit their website: cathsocservs.nzl.org
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The Upcoming Year of Mercy
Pope Francis intends the upcoming Jubilee Year of Mercy
to be an encounter with God the Father, “whose tenderness
is almost tangible,” a Father who “welcomes and forgives,
forgetting completely the sin committed.” In a letter released
on 1 September to Archbishop Rino Fisichella, president
of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New
Evangelization, the Pope has expanded faculties to forgive
abortion and also given priests of the traditionalist Society of
St Pius X the faculties to licitly and validly hear confessions.
The Year of Mercy will run from 8 December 2015, (the
feast of the Immaculate Conception), to 20 November 2016,
(the feast of Christ the King). “It is
indeed my wish that the Jubilee be
a living experience of the closeness
of the Father, whose tenderness is
almost tangible, so that the faith of
every believer may be strengthened
and thus testimony to it be ever more
effective,” the Pope states in the letter.
The secular media in New Zealand
has publicised, largely without
context, the Pope’s announcement regarding confessions
during the jubilee. It is therefore useful to provide Inform
readers with a clear sense of what was in fact said. Pope
Francis refers to one of the “serious problems of our time,”
which is “the changed relationship with respect to life.” He
goes on to say that “A widespread and insensitive mentality
has led to the loss of the proper personal and social sensitivity
to welcome new life.” Thus, the Pope noted that abortion is
sometimes experienced with “superficial awareness, as if not
realising the extreme harm that such an act entails.”
Others, he said, feel they have “no other option.” “I think
in particular of all the women who have resorted to abortion,”
the Pope said. “I am well aware of the pressure that has led
them to this decision. I know that it is an existential and
moral ordeal. I have met so many women who bear in their
heart the scar of this agonising and painful decision.”
Pope Francis said that understanding the truth of abortion
can enable them not to lose hope, and he assured that God’s
forgiveness “cannot be denied to one who has repented,
especially when that person approaches the Sacrament
of Confession with a sincere heart in order to obtain
reconciliation with the Father.”
He then concedes “to all priests for the Jubilee Year the
discretion to absolve of the sin of abortion those who have
procured it and who, with contrite heart, seek forgiveness
for it. May priests fulfil this great task by expressing words
of genuine welcome combined with a reflection that explains
the gravity of the sin committed, besides indicating a path of
authentic conversion by which to obtain the true and generous
forgiveness of the Father who renews all with his presence.”
Some years ago, the New Zealand Catholic Bishops
Conference delegated these faculties to their priests and this
authority will continue after the Year of Mercy ends.
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A Joyous Event
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis has approved and bestowed
the dignity of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice on Rob Hundleby.
This award is for recognition for services to the Church and
the Pope, realised in Sancta Maria Parish where he has been
chairman of the pastoral council of Sacred Heart for 18 years.
The award recognises his support of military chaplaincy
nationally and his faithfulness in other dioceses.
Rob thoroughly deserves this honour as does his wife June.
The award was presented at the end of the 5pm Parish Mass
recently by Fr John Craddock representing Bishop Jones. Rob
was joined by many family and friends. It was a joyous event.

Around the Parishes
“In good times and
in bad”

Rev Fr Patrick
Kennedy celebrates
50 years of
priestly
ministry
Sunday 19 July was a cold and frosty
mid-Canterbury morning. However,
in Our Lady of the Snows Church in
Methven, hearts were warm as all gave
thanks for the gift of priestly ministry.
Fr Pat was Ordained on 17 July 1965.
He left his West Coast home at the age
of 13, determined to be a servant of God
He became a Marist Brother, teaching
around New Zealand for 17 years, before
being called to priesthood. Fr Pat’s two
brothers, who have already gone to God,
were also Religious. The late Fr Frank
Kennedy was a past Parish Priest of
Methven. Brother Albert, was a Marist
Brother in Auckland. He died just ten
days before the celebrations.
Fr Pat was joined at the altar by
Fr Rodney Smythe sm. The Samoan
Choir from Christchurch swelled the
congregation, and led the music for
the Mass, bringing back many happy
memories to Fr Pat of his years working
as a Missionary in Samoa.
The Parish then celebrated in the
customary Catholic way with a special
morning tea and presentation of gifts.
Some wonderful memories were shared
especially by Samoan New Zealanders
who had been taught by Fr Pat many
years ago. Priests and parishioners then
continued their celebrations with a
fantastic meal at the Methven Resort
Hotel.
Fr Pat Kennedy is retired in Methven
and still offers daily Mass in his chapel,
often joined by Methven parishioners.
Congratulations Fr Pat.

Recently, St Mary’s in Hokitika launched
two Passionist Family Groups. Parish
Co-ordinator, Maria Lockington had
been part of a Passionist Family Group
in Cambridge and wanted her fellow
parishioners to experience what she
had enjoyed. Parish priest Fr Jolly
spoke about being part of the ‘family
of God’ and how we are called to love
one another. Being part of a Passionist
Family Group helps us to do this. We
have fun together and share the good
and not so good times with each other.
A cake to mark the establishment of
Passionist Family Groups was shared.
We are confident that Passionist Family
groups will thrive in Hokitika.

Congratulations: Ferrymead Parish seeing
the value of Passionist Family Groups
Recently the parish of
Our Lady Star of the Sea
Sumner (now Stella Maris
Ferrymead) celebrated
22 years involvement
in Passionist Family
Groups. During Mass, Fr
Dan Doyle spoke of the
value of the Passionist
Family Groups. He
commented on how they
had supported people in
the parish community
during the upheaval of
the earthquakes. Members
had looked after one
another and supported
each other and their
families.
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Around the Parishes
Akaroa recalls a first

Bishop Basil, Fr Chris Orr, Fr Rick Loughnan with those CWL members
who received long-term service Badges.

A year of jubilee in Holy Trinity
Parish

CWL Jubilee Cake,
Holy Trinity Parish.

In late August, Holy
Trinity Parish, Bryndwr
Catholic Women’s
League celebrated its
Golden Jubilee at a
50 years of “Faith and
Service” weekend.
Diocesan President Val
Langley presented
long term service
Badges to a number of
members.

Mention the year
1840 to any New
Zealander and we
would immediately
think of the signing
of the Treaty of
Waitangi. Only some
of us would say it was
the year of the first
South Island Mass.
On 19 August, 53 French and 9 German settlers came ashore
at Akaroa. They had departed France some time earlier to set
up a French colony in New Zealand. They discovered on arrival
in the Bay of Islands, that the British beat them to it, having
signed the Treaty of Waitangi on 6 February. Undaunted, they
decided to continue south and became settlers in Akaroa.
The foreshore of our beautiful Akaroa harbour provided the
backdrop for Marist Missionaries Frs Jean-Baptist Comte and
Jean Pezant to offer their first Mass on Sunday 23 August,
1840.
On Sunday 23 August 2015, Bishop Barry Jones celebrated
a Mass of Commemoration in the 150 year old St Patrick’s
Church. He was joined at the altar by three Marist priests.
Marist Provincial Fr David Kennerley sm preached to a full
church. Also present in the sanctuary were current parish
priest Fr Paul Shannahan sm and Fr Peter Conaghan sm who
has spent much of his priestly life as a Maori Missionary.
Parish chairperson Robin Jones spoke after noting with
pleasure the number of Anglicans and Presbyterians present
for this significant occasion – a far cry perhaps from the days
of deeply felt sectarianism. A visit to the historic Akaroa
cemetery will find sections for Catholics, Anglicans and
dissenters. Perhaps we are taking the words of Our Lord to
heart when he prayed to his Father “May they all be one”.

Confirmation candidates give
through service

August saw candidates and their sponsors from St Joseph’s
Papanui give a day of service at St Vincent De Paul, Stanmore
Road. Fifty or more parishioners were kept busy at a market
day, running a brick-a-brac and used clothing stall, preparing
food parcels, sorting and pricing jewellery, chopping wood,
running a sausage sizzle and cleaning and tidying the store.
OVER $1,000.00 was raised. Much of it will go towards
assisting people in need with their power bills over winter. The
candidates received the Sacrament of Confirmation later in the
month. May their gifts build up the Body of Christ.
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In the Diocese
Mothers Prayers of
the solace
community
Mothers Prayers started
in England in 1995 and
has since rapidly spread
throughout the world. Thousands of
groups of mothers, grandmothers, aunts
and nuns gather weekly to pray for
their children and the children of the
world. Mothers Prayers, now in over 100
countries, has the support and blessing
of Christian leaders of most traditions.
Mothers Prayers groups have been in
New Zealand for over ten years. All give
testimony to the love and power of the
Lord in our families. We thank God for
the many miracles we’ve been granted,
especially the deepening of our own
faith, as we realise that the Lord loves
our children so much more than we do.

St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral Music Centre
in progress
The design includes a state of the art
acoustically designed choir room, an
office block, music store, storage area,
kitchen facilities, waiting room, disabled
access and off street car parking. It
will be available for other choirs and
music groups to utilise for rehearsals
and concerts. The construction is of

earthquake resistant Metrapanel. The
building is insulated with a high spec
NZ Foam insulation and the exterior is
of light-weight Cemintel panel
cladding. With the building fully
encased in the panelling and foam
insulation, work inside can be carried
out without delay.
Interfaith Participants from Christchurch,
Timaru and Dunedin at their Forum.

Thomas of Timaru
brings believers
together
June saw representatives of eleven religious
traditions meet at St Thomas’ Church Centre
in Timaru. Participants from Christchurch,
Dunedin and Timaru discussed working
together to serve New Zealand communities.
Diane Downward is president of the
Christchurch Interfaith Society. She opened
the meeting by saying, “Coming together
as an interfaith group is like a vase filled
with beautiful flowers. The more diverse the
flowers, the more interesting it is to look at.”
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In the Diocese

Nepal experience
following the
25 April 2015
earthquake
Margaret McGowan has kindly made her
report of her time in Nepal available to
Inform. It was written for those who gave
support for her time there and for those to
whom she gave aid. We print excerpts here.
“Having walked to Everest Base camp
in 2014 I fell in love with the people and
their simple lifestyle. On hearing about
the devastating 25 April earthquake I
felt that I should go and offer practical
support to the people. I am a registered
nurse and midwife. I tried to find others
who would be willing to go and work
but because of the need to go as soon
as possible no one was able to go. I
took my own food with me as well as a
tent, sleeping bag etc. I contacted the
Himalayan volunteer group and told
them of my arrival on 30 May. Being a
nurse I decided to take medical supplies
with me.”
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“As we flew in I was aware of
differences not evident on my previous
trip. I noticed the rippling of the roads
that was evident around Christchurch
after the earthquake here. There were
numerous helicopters around the airport
as well as mountains of goods under
tarpaulin around the tarmac.”
(The following days were spent taking
in the devastation, offering medical aid
and helping in the rebuilding. In reading
the events of each day, Margaret’s love
and respect for the people is evident.
While there was much to be sad about,
there is also the joy in being with the
people. The confines of this issue of
Inform do not allow us to print a full
account of Margaret’s experiences
but I was particularly touched by her
reflection at the end of her time in
Nepal.)
“It is only when we experience how
hard life is here that we realise how
lucky we really are. Everything we take
for granted is so difficult in Nepal. Water
runs from our taps and we are able to
drink it. In Nepal it must be purified
beforehand and then it is always a risk.
It has a grey look to it. When we go to
the toilet we have to remember to take
water with us to flush afterwards and
also remember not to put the toilet paper
into the toilet.
The mosquitos are bad so we have to
smear ourselves in insecticide to prevent
being bitten. The smog is thick and
one has to wear a mask especially in the
city. Showers are a luxury and
most residents have to go to a local
outside tap to wash in the cold
water.”
“It is indeed strange that we have so
much to complain about!”
“The generous people who gave me
money to give to the needy in Nepal,
I hope will be happy and think I used
it wisely. All went to families who
obviously were struggling and without
exception showed their gratitude. Many
are thinking that if the tourists don’t
return soon the men will have to leave
their country and family and seek work
in places like Dubai. There they get jobs
working in positions like restaurants,
street cleaners and if they are lucky on
building sites.”
“Thank you all for supporting these
people who work every hour that God
gives them for a pitiful return.”
Margaret McGowan

In the Diocese

“O Be Joyful In The Lord”
These words from Psalm 99 (100)
were the first to be proclaimed from
the gallery of our Pro-Cathedral by a
combined churches choir at the end of
August. Church choristers from Anglican
Cathedral choir boys to parish singers
in their eighties packed the gallery,
joining forces to sing the praises of God.
This concert featured several brackets
from combined choirs from all over
Christchurch.
This festival is the second such event
to be held in our Pro-Cathedral. You
may remember the ecumenical choirs
festival which closed FaithFest at the
end of the Year of Faith in November
2013. That was a great initiative,
bringing singers together from innercity churches who had lost their church
buildings in the 2011 earthquakes. Our
Cathedral Musical Director Don Whelan
summoned them again to join together
for a second time. “Rehearsing music is
almost more fun than singing the pieces
in concert” said one participant. “It was
a great privilege to sing under several
leading Christchurch choral conductors,
several of whom direct music in Catholic
contexts,” said another.
Singers from Villa Maria were joined
by friends from Burnside High School
for a combined bracket, giving a
sparkling clarity and youthful vigour

to proceedings. There is an enjoyable
irony in hearing young people sing with
feeling “All my trials Lord, will soon be
over.” Christchurch community choirs
brought some light-hearted repertoire
and concert choirs mixed the sacred and
the secular, with music from the Church,
opera and English folk song.
The festival came to a declamatory
climax with Don Whelan directing
around 250 singers in our sanctuary in
the chorus, “The Heavens are Telling the
Glory of God” from Haydn’s Creation.
“Hearing the excitement of such a

large force singing about the wonder
of God’s work shown in creation was
exhilarating,” said a member of the
bass line. “What a great way to bring
Christians of all ages and of several
traditions together. We may disagree
about some things but we can sing
to God with one voice.” Speaking as
editor of Inform and a participant in
this concert, it was great to see people
from all around the city stay for a shared
supper afterwards. For Catholics, it is
usually “Mass followed by a cup of tea”
and we did something similar.
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Religious
The virgin is consecrated by
her diocesan bishop according
to the solemn liturgical rite in
the Roman Pontifical (the book
of rituals used by bishops). By
this rite the Holy Spirit anoints
the virgin with a new grace
and consecrates her to God by
a new title — bride of Christ
— binding the virgin to the
Son of God forever and setting
her apart as a sacred person.
She becomes an image of the
heavenly Bride of Christ and a
surpassing sign of the Church’s
love for Christ.
The consecration of virgins
Bernadette Chen
is irreversible and irrevocable,
and cannot be dispensed even
though the virgin does not make vows but simply gives her
assent. Being Bride of Christ, the consecrated virgin’s central
charism and service to the Church is her continued faithful
and joyful virginal and chaste life that witnesses to Christ’s
spousal union with his Church.
The two consecrated virgins in Christchurch are Monica Lee
(the first virgin to be consecrated by a Bishop of Christchurch)
who was consecrated in 2011 at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral
by Bishop Barry Jones, and Bernadette Chen who was
consecrated in Auckland by Bishop Patrick
Dunn in 1998.
Cherrypicker
in use by
parish priest, Fr. Mike
Mahoney.
Monica Lee

Consecrated virgins - a distinct
vocation
In the Christchurch diocese are two consecrated virgins living
in the world. Theirs is a distinct vocation that began in the
early Church before the development of religious orders.
According to tradition, Saint Matthew was the first bishop to
consecrate a virgin to God.
The consecrated virgin lives independently and provides
for her own material needs. She also spends time in prayer
and works of penance and of charity. She does not bear any
religious title nor does she usually wear any special attire or
insignia other than her consecration ring.

Sister Helen Barry and Pauline LoachPonga, our new LCM Manager.

New Little Company of Mary
manager
Recently Sr Helen Barry LCM retired from her role in the
Mary Potter Community Centre after many years. In her past
leadership roles, Sr Helen was integral in the development of
the LCM ministry in Christchurch over many years, currently
through the provision of accommodation for low income,
independent seniors aged 60 years at Mary Potter Courts.
Pauline Loach-Ponga was appointed to the position of LCM
Business Manager in New Zealand and to support the Sisters
in Tonga. She is located at the Mary Potter Community Centre
office.
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Religious
Sisters of St Joseph
of the Sacred Heart
The Sisters
of St Joseph
of the Sacred
Heart are
a faith
community
of women,
passionate
about our
share in
God’s mission. We are engaged with the
challenges of our reality and with the
call to mission in our times.
From the beginning we have lived
among ordinary people, providing
education and support for the children
and families living in both city and
rural areas. From her earliest years,
our Foundress Mary MacKillop (St
Mary of the Cross) was galvanised
by the love of God. She had a strong
belief in the value of education as
foundational for a fulfilling life. Her
motto was to ‘never see a need without
doing something about it’. It led her to
minister in many different ways with
those who were poor and pushed to the
margins. In reverencing the dignity of
each person and sharing her vision of a
new world with them, she created new
opportunities for those she served. She
responded to needs in the new colonies:
educating the poor, caring for the sick
and providing shelter for women and
children.
Today, Josephites remain motivated by
these same convictions. We participate
in God’s mission by serving in a wide
range of ministries, meeting needs in a
variety of ways.
In this diocese, Josephites are
still found in rural and urban areas,
supporting schools and parishes, visiting
the sick and aged, providing spiritual
support and religious education. As
we serve, we try to live the Josephite
charism in a new world.
The Sisters of St Joseph still seek
to ‘never see a need without doing
something about it’ and in our present
society we know that this is simply
everything that calls humanity to
life and to God. The spirituality that
underpins our mission and all that we
do then, is one of relationship — with
God, with one another, and with all of
creation. www.sosj.org.au
Sr Jill McLoughlin rsj

Blessing of Mary Potter Apartments
In August Bishop Barry Jones blessed the almost completed Mary Potter Apartments
in Durham Street North. The new complex is built on the site of the Little Company
of Mary Convent which was demolished after the earthquakes.
Sr Raye Boyle welcomed the small crowd of mostly residents of Mary Potter Courts,
Sisters, staff and friends. Mr Gerald Ryan, chairman of the Little Company of Mary
Foundation, spoke about the Sisters’ ministry over the years and their present focus
on support for older people in the community. We pray for the success of this and all
LCM initiatives.
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Religious
Old Mission
Sisters
Convent,
Barbadoes
Street

An RNDM footnote

60th Jubilee of
Fr John Rea SM
In July, those involved in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal
(CCR) were privileged to join Fr John Rea SM at Christ the
King Church, Burnside, where he celebrated Mass to signify
60 years of priesthood in the Marist Community. Here are
excerpts from his inspiring homily.
“Strictly speaking, for us Catholics there is only one priest
and that priest is Jesus. St Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit,
speaks about the seven-fold one-ness of the Church. “There
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the
one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above all and
through all and in all.” But to these seven “ones” we can add
an eighth .... there is one priest.
In the hour that ministerial priests are ordained they are
changed and changed forever. They are torn apart and remade
in the deepest roots of their being. In the depths of their
personality, where all of us are most truly ourselves, at the
level of life-directing and life-determining choices, they are
set on a new path, a fresh course, the way of Christ, Priest and
Head. It is a transformation comparable in some ways to that
which takes place in the infant when it is baptised. And, dare
I say, it is something like the change in the bread and wine at
the Consecration, but, of course, not substantial.
Ministerial priests are servants to the priestly people of God.
For goodness sake, sisters and brothers, please don’t put
ministerial priests on a pedestal. That’s not the place for
servants. Besides, they may fall off! But please exercise your
priesthood on their behalf and pray for them. Pray that Jesus’
words in John 12 will be fulfilled in them, ‘If anyone serves
me, he must follow me, and where I am, there shall my
servant be also; if anyone serves me, the Father will honour
him.’
Pray for your priests.”
To see the full text of the homily go to chch.catholic.org.
nz/ccr.
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In our winter issue, we covered the contribution of the Sisters
of the Missions (RNDMS) in our Diocese. However, one school
was accidently missed out, prompting local Catholic historian
Patricia Murphy to submit the following article.
On 1 September 1857, the crown granted a rural section to
John Parish for 50 pounds. Mr Parish then sold the land to
Mr John O’Brien for the same amount. In 1870, Mr O’Brien
then conveyed the land to Bishop Viard, again for 50 pounds.
This cunning conveyance, delivering land into Catholic hands
was the start of a long and still active history of connection in
Halswell with the Catholic Diocese.
The Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions were connected very
strongly with the Halswell area, with a school roll which, at
that time, exceeded that of the local schools. The Sisters came
from Ferry Road Convent in 1899 and taught at the School of
the Parish of St Agnes (now Sts Peter and Paul) until 1941.
They travelled to the Halswell terminus by tram from their
convent in Ferry Road. A parishioner with a horse and gig
would then convey them to the Halswell school chapel where
they stayed for the week, before returning to the Mother
house on Fridays (a fairly unusual situation).
I congratulate the Sisters of our Lady of the Missions
on their longstanding involvement in our communities,
their education of our children and their pastoral care. In
Christchurch in particular, the Sisters have a strong and loving
presence.
Patricia Murphy

Schools
Mary MacKillop day
In August, three Josephite schools joined St Patrick’s school in
Waimate, in the celebration of St Mary of the cross MacKillop.
These schools are: Temuka, Pleasant Point and Fairlie.
We began our day with a liturgy at St Patrick’s Basilica,
Waimate. We sung various songs celebrating Mary’s life and
listened to readings. After this, the schools went over to St
Patrick’s Hall and ate their morning tea. After eating morning
tea, the schools played on the playground and obstacle course
and, of course, made new friends. It was great to see the
schools socialising so well.
After playing for a while, the schools lined up at the
barbecue for a delicious sausage and bread. Following the
sausage sizzle, we were going to play some games, but the
teachers decided that because we were socialising so well, they
left us to continue playing. Then, all too soon, it was time for
the children to return to their schools.
We are incredibly fortunate to be able to celebrate this
special day. Mary MacKillop was an ordinary woman who did
extraordinary.
By Morgan Oudemans
Year 8 Student, St Patrick’s School

Prayer flags in
Temuka

Students of St Joseph’s
Temuka were very keen
to assist the victims
of the earthquakes
in Nepal. They were
touched by the terrible
devastation experienced
in that country. These
students learnt about
Nepalese prayer flags
and created these in
their house groups.
They also held a mufti
day for which students
were encouraged to do
something extra for the
money, rather than ask
their parents.

Marian Principal farewells
Brother Pat Lynch
Anna Heffernan is Principal of Marian College and currently
chair of NAPCSS (National Association of Principals of
Catholic Secondary Schools). At their recent conference, Anna
farewelled Br Sir Pat Lynch, CEO of the NZ Catholic Education
Office. NAPCSS had commissioned a carving from South
Westland pounamu (greenstone) for him. This pounamu
honoured Br Sir Pat’s work as the stern of the waka for
Catholic education in Aotearoa for over two decades.
INFORM SEPTEMBER 2015
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Schools
World
Youth
Day

in
Christchurch
in 2016

Planning is under way for a joint schools “World Youth Day”
event for the Dioceses of Christchurch and Dunedin. It is to
take place over the weekend of July 29 to August 1, 2016.
These dates coincide with World Youth Day in Poland.
The three-day event will be hosted by Marian College and
Catholic Cathedral College on their shared site next to the
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. The ten Catholic Colleges
in the two dioceses have been invited to send up to 20 senior
students and two staff members.
The aim of this gathering is to provide an affordable
option for the young Catholic students in our Colleges to
acknowledge the legacy of St John Paul II. We also wish to
bring together a shared youth focussed faith community
across the South Island. This will strengthen youth friendships
across our Colleges, provide ongoing formation in faith and
develop future leadership in the Church.
The event will involve catechesis, prayer, adoration, shared
meals and service opportunities. There will be a live telecast of
Pope Francis celebrating Mass in Poland.
The Level two Hard Materials students from Catholic
Cathedral College have constructed this special “World Youth
Day Cross”, under the guidance of teacher Phil Pyman, which
incorporates some of the broken timbers from the Cathedral of
the Blessed Sacrament. This cross will be taken on pilgrimage
around the two dioceses next year in the build-up to World
Youth Day. The beginning of the journey will be at Roncalli
College in Timaru when they host the Bishop Lyons Shield. We
ask you for your prayerful support of this venture.
In Christ
Tony Shaw
Principal, Catholic Cathedral College
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An
outpouring
of Grace at
St Bede’s

June saw six Year 9 boys receive the Sacrament of Baptism
in front of family and the full school community. In what
was a very powerful celebration, all six boys were baptised
by Fr John Adams using a temporary baptismal font. Our
College gym has been transformed into a temporary chapel
for College Masses. The newly baptised then joined a further
twenty-one boys with whom they had journeyed on the
school sacramental programme. Sixteen boys made their
first communion that day and twenty-five were confirmed by
Bishop Barry Jones.
This was a great witness to the College community, family
and friends. We pray they will be steadfast in their faith and
their love of Christ and His Church throughout their lives.

Tertiary Chaplaincy Celebrates Two New Young Catholics

Rosalie
Hoskins

Yip

Becoming Catholic
My faith journey began many years
ago when I encountered the Lord in a
dream during a dark time in my life.
Having been raised as an atheist, it was
a dramatic moment for me. I knew God
existed from that point on, but I did
not become a Christian until I began
attending an Anglican Church around
two-and-a-half years ago. I was baptised
on Pentecost Sunday in 2014.
I knew little about the Catholic Church
until a friend from University who was
doing an RCIA programme for baptism
at St Teresa’s Parish invited me to attend
the sessions and a Mass. I was engaged
intellectually at a high level and the
questions I had about Christianity and
faith were responded to with greater
depth. I was then invited to attend the
Hearts Aflame summer school which
gave me a crash course on Catholic faith
life. I have never looked back and the
spiritual and personal growth I have
encountered since has been remarkable.
With great joy I was confirmed in the
Catholic Church on 15 August and I
look forward to continuing to grow in
faith and love for Our Lord through the
Eucharist.
Rosalie Hoskins

It was back in 2013 when I was still
studying for my Master’s degree in
Southampton in the UK. I was having
quite a bad time and was locking myself
in my room most of the time. One of my
flatmates was Gregory, a Catholic. He
noticed this about me and tried to chat
with me.
I remember the first time he talked
about being Catholic was when we were
cooking in the kitchen and he suddenly
asked me: “Have you read the Bible?”
That was how all our conversations and
discussions about God started. From
then until the end of the semester, we
spent about one hour every evening
reading the Bible together and watching
movies about Jesus and Catholicism.
Gregory was trying to explain to me
about God’s love for everyone. During
that time I actually found out that what

he told me related to my own stories.
It was like suddenly I realised that
everything that had happened to me
started to make sense and I could almost
see how God was trying to guide me
closer to Him.
I came to New Zealand last year
and became part of St Teresa’s Parish
in Riccarton. I was really happy to be
able to immediately start my RCIA
with Tertiary Chaplain Fr Clement
CSJ. After almost one year of study
and preparation, I was baptised at St
Teresa’s on 15 August, the Feast of the
Assumption. It was such a joyful day and
I was well supported by my friends in
EuAdore at St Teresa’s and the Tertiary
Chaplaincy. I now have a real sense that
I need to stay with God, whatever will
happen in the future.
Yan from St Teresa’s, Riccarton

If you are on a
University or CPIT
campus, find us on
facebook:
Kolbe Connect
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CBS chior and orchestra stand reverently in the
Chapel of Blessed John Henry Newman at his
Oratory in Birmingham, England.

What’s On
Catholic people, Catholic thought,
Catholic action, Catholic prayer, Catholic
music on air. Sounds Catholic is heard
twice every Sunday - midday and 10.00pm on Plains FM, 96.9.
Recent programmes include the Rochester Lecture on the
unintended consequences of Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide
becoming law in NZ. Also listen to Lisa Beech of Caritas
Aotearoa NZ and Fr Neal Vaney sm speak on the latest papal
encyclical Laudato Si. Listen on-line www.chch.catholic.org.
nz/radio

Thursday is our day to pray for priests and for vocations
to the priesthood. Prayer cards and family prayer leaflets
are available in church foyers. Visit www.chch.catholic.org.
nz/priesthood

OACOM Divine Mercy Congress 2016. Walk in
Love and Mercy. Auckland 26-28 February 2016. For more
details see www.divinemercycongressnz.com, or phone 03 359
2087/09 376 1737.

for this year’s retreat, phone Gerard on 09-407-5476.

Mothers Prayers Of The Solace Community: meet
Eileen Romanos, NZ Co-ordinator for Mothers Prayers at St
Joseph’s Parish Centre, Papanui on Wednesday 14 October at
10am. Contact Eileen: romanos@slingshot.co.nz or Tel: 04299-6476.

Rosary House Programme:
GUIDED/DIRECTED FIVE DAY NON RESIDENTIAL RETREAT:
Seen Through the Eyes of Mercy. An Ignatian Retreat inspired
by Pope Francis. Fr Brian Cummings SM. Monday 28th
September – Friday 2nd October - Villa Maria College $250
THE PROPHETIC VOICE AND BIRTH OF THE CHRIST TODAY
Reflections for Advent and Christmas, Joy Ryan Bloore
Jungian Analyst Friday 27 November 6.45pm – 9.00pm,
Saturday 28th November 9.30am – 4.30pm $60 or donation
according to means.

“Sesquicentennial Anniversary” St Patrick’s Parish,
Greymouth celebrates its 150th Jubilee over the weekend 2022 November 2015. Registration is essential.
Enquiries to Margaret, Catholic Parish of Greymouth, ph 03
768 5263 or email: st_patricksgreymouth@hotmail.com

Annual Joshua Retreat In October each year, Joshua
Catholic Men’s Fellowship (Joshua), offers weekend
retreats for men of all ages in Christchurch. This year Fr
Bernard Espiritu SVD, head of MissioNZ in Wellington and
a missionary priest himself, will share Pope Francis’ call to
Evangelisation. For more: visit www.joshua.org.nz. To register
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