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Fifteenth Century prayer books, ceremonial vestments and a complete 
computer database of Baptisms in the Diocese dating back to 1840 are 
just some of the features of the Diocese’s history that is carefully being put 
together by archivist Fr Kevin Clark.

Much of the material was originally in the Cathedral on the Gallery Floor 
but following the earthquakes is being reassembled in purposely designed, 
climate and security controlled rooms in the diocesan administration centre.

Fr Clark said that the new facility gave the Diocese the opportunity to bring 
together its historic material under the one roof, including the collection of 
letters and diaries of Bishop Grimes, an avid historian.

“We have correspondence from the diff erent parishes dating back to 
1840. There is a collection of engraved ceremonial trowels that were often 
presented at the time of a laying of a foundation stone ceremony and we 
have a wonderful archive of material on both the building of the Cathedral 
and restoration work carried out over time.

“I collected a lot of the material on the Cathedral in the 1960s and took it 
down to the Chatham Islands for collation when I was posted there. There 
were over a 1000 pages of information on the building of the Cathedral,” he said.

One of the most important features of the archive section is the computerised 
database of every Catholic Baptism in the diocese.

“This is very popular. We supply a disk for $20, which acts as an index and 
then people are able to use that to request a printed baptism certifi cate. The 
database was mainly put together by volunteers under the guidance of Dr Pat 
Kelleher when he was in Christchurch,” Fr Clark said.

Gradually more archives will be brought to the facility and Fr Clark expects 
growing interest in the church’s history in the province.

“We have an area set aside where people and students can come in and study 
the material housed here,” he said.

Diocesan archives coming together

The new full-sized Steinway concert grand piano, purchased to 
replace the wonderful old one that was destroyed in the earthquakes, 
will be the centerpiece of a series of performances at St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral in November.

Four eminent pianists, including Michael Endres, Barry Brinson, 
Michael Lawrence and Terence Dennis, with associated singers who 
add to the sacred nature of each programme, will perform each 
Wednesday at 1.10pm.

The old piano, which was built in 1907 and donated to the Cathedral 
through the generosity of the Carter family, came from the 
Dominican convent in Dunedin, and was restored to good working 
condition until damaged beyond repair in the earthquakes. 

The new acquisition was almost certainly built in Hamburg in 1905, 
and beautifully restored with new hammers, polished casework, and 
now positioned on a triangular frame for easy movement. 

It has been in private ownership since arriving in New Zealand, fi rst 
in the Wairarapa, and recently in the Eyrewell home of Duke Dixon, 
surrounded by a magnifi cent collection of New Zealand paintings.

New Steinway set to perform

Music performance, each Wednesday in November at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
at 1.10 pm. Admission $10 & $5.  Lunch options will be available in the 
Narthex from 12.45 pm, courtesy of the Catholic Women’s League, who are 
raising money for the missions.

The new Steinway 
grand piano 
for St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral 
is played in its 
original home 
in Eyrewell by 
Father Chris Friel, 
Cathedral Parish 
Administrator.

Archivist Fr Kevin Clark.
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John Ogilvie, financial administrator for Catholic 
Diocese of Bunbury, Western Australia, visited 
Christchurch recently to share his experiences 
with Catholic leaders surrounding the rebuilding 
of St Patrick’s Cathedral in Bunbury.

Pulled down in 2005 after being severely 
damaged in a tornado, St Patrick’s Cathedral was 
rebuilt in 2011 after six years of consultation, 
planning, fundraising and construction.

The Cathedral, which sat on top of a hill 
overlooking Bunbury, was picked up in a 
tornado and put back almost on the same spot 
but the damage was such that it was deemed by 
engineers to be too dangerous so it was pulled 
down two months after the tornado.

John Ogilvie said that two of the great lessons 
that came out of the Bunbury rebuild were 
that safety was a priority and that history and 
emotions had to be put aside.

He said that one of the first interesting ‘obstacles’ 
that Bishop Holohan, Catholic Bishop of Bunbury, 
encountered, was finding an architect to build a 
cathedral and in the end they settled on Marcus 
Collins.

Collins was of the belief that a cathedral is a 
once-in-a-lifetime job. “Very few architects will 
ever get to do a project of this significance. It’s 
a job that while it has its practical requirements, 
the symbolism is immense. It’s an area that 
interests me, the spirituality, the meaning of 
life, the meaning of contemplation, what a 
cathedral should actually achieve apart from the 
mechanical tasks of people moving through it, 
sitting in it etc.

“The actual brief had conflicts between what the 
congregation and people of Bunbury wanted 
on the outside and what they wanted inside. 
The outside they wanted to look like a traditional 
church like the one destroyed in the tornado but 
they wanted the inside modern, and modern 
architecture states that the outside should really 
be dictated by the function of the inside. So that 
was a difficult task.”

After much consultation and planning, 
construction of the Cathedral started in May 
2009, exactly four years to the month after the 
tornado and took two years to build at a cost of 
$A17 million, funded by the state and federal 
government grants, insurance, the church and 
parishioners.

Bunbury – is there a lesson here for Christchurch?

- Lance Ryan,  
Cathedral Management Board Chairman

“  It took them six years, so I might 

get impatient at times,  but maybe 

things aren’t so bad after all.  ”
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Two icons of the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament (pictured) have found new homes 
since the earthquakes. 

The statue of the Virgin Mary, that stood in the 
north tower of the Cathedral is now in residence 
in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral in Manchester Street. 
She became a quake survival symbol by the fact 
she turned 180 degrees during the February 
earthquake so that instead of facing into the 
Cathedral she was facing out over the ruined city.  
The statue was damaged while being removed 
from the tower, but was repaired by Carmelite nuns.

The three-metre tall crucifix that hung over the 
main altar is being conserved and will then be 
put in storage awaiting a decision on the future 
of the Cathedral.

Where are they 
now?

Dr Denis McNamara, a recognised authority 
on Catholic Church architecture, was recently 
invited to Christchurch by Bishop Barry Jones 
to give an insight into the Catholic tradition of 
church buildings and the opportunities and 
challenges that lie ahead for the Diocese in 
repairing and rebuilding our churches.

In a busy schedule, he gave five seminars 
covering all aspects of Catholic architecture.

Dr McNamara has a PhD in Architectural History 
and specialises in bridging the gap between 
the Church’s great artistic tradition and the 
documents of the Second Vatican Council. He 
works frequently with architects and pastors in 
church renovations and new design.

Lance Ryan, chairman of the Cathedral 
Management Board, said that Dr McNamara had 
strong views on relics, memories and beauty.

“His views are around taking something that is 
old and creating something new that is beautiful 
in its own right, but reminds us of the past. If we 
are thinking about the Cathedral, it might be 
that we build a relic using parts of the Cathedral, 
rather than using aspects of the building that are 
in situ.

“We have taken these comments on board and 
are working through these ideas along with 

Relic – but what type?

many others in relation to the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament, its future and the possible 
opportunity of having a relic or memorial should 
the basilica come down,” he said.


